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The day began  with a  10 o 'c lo ck  m eeting on the Kentucky tr ip , with 

L iz , B e s s , P e te r  Jo n e s , who*d been down to su rv ey  the situation . B ill  

B att and Dick N elson .

A fter that, L iz  stayed  b ecau se  I am getting the j i t t e r s  about m y 

speech  o r sp eech es for A tlanta, next Monday the 11th, A s such o c c a s i ons

draw  c lo s e , / !  wi sh I’ d com e down with a  bad attack  of a lm o st anything.

In o rd er to get som e p e rso n a l audience a n a ly s is ,  and re a lly  acquain t 

m y se lf  wi th the people I w as going to se e  and talk  to, I c a lle d  D r, Atwood, 

P re s id e n t of E m e ry , and a lso  ca lled  D r, H urst,

And then I took a  re a lly  v ery  b a s ic  exce llen t sp eech , which M r, P a tte rso n , 

the fam ous ed itor of one of the p a p e rs  in A tlanta, had w ritten  fo r  m e, tr ied

to run m y own fe e lin g s  through it, and then c a lle d  B ill  White ,/a n d  a sk e d  him
I

if  he would have a  go at it. He cam e by ju st  b efo re  lunch, stay ed  only 

about 30 m in u tes, le ft  with it in h is pocket, and s a i d h e 'd  have it back  by 

6 o *clock , which he did.

And then I had a  little  v is i t  with In specto r B u rk e, the ch ief guide, the 

one w ho's been  her e the lo n gest and tell s  the m o st fa sc in a tin g  s to r ie s about 

the White H ouse, I wanted him to give m e som e anecdotes about what students 

o r   fam ous c o n n o isse u rs^ /o r  anybody had sa id  on their tou rs through the 

White H ouse t h a t  m ight be u se fu l in conveying o n  T h u rsday  t o  the people 

fo r  the t e a  h o w  muc h people ap p re c iated  their wo rk.
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And then at 4 ;3 0 ,^ ^ a s  the b ig event of the day--a reception  fo r 800 

fo re ign  studen ts. The day w as blue and gold, the sh ell  w as stil][up from

‘ ^la s t  Satu rday , and the red  and white s tr ip e d  tents for re fre sh m e n ts , once 

m ore  in p la c e .

T hese students com e from  71 fo re ign  cou n tries and v ery  few of them 

are  here on U, S, governm ent p ro g ra m s , such a s  the F u lb righ t-H ay s 

p ro g ra m s . M ost o f them  c o m e  p r iv a t e ly  s p on sored  by foundations or 

U.S .  c o llege g ra n ts , or advance by their own governm ent or by their own 

r e so u r c e s .  T here w ere a lso  a  good m any cu ltu ra l a ttach es from  the

E m b a ss ie s  around, and fo re ign  s tu d e n t-a d v ise r s  from  the sch ools --which

w ere G eorgetow n, G eorge W ashington, U n iv ersi ty of M aryland, A m erican

U n iversity , H ow ard and C atholic U n iv ersiti e s ^ (p articu lar accen t on Howar d,

who probab ly  h as m ore  fo re ig n  students than any other U n iv ersity  in the

United S ta te s) , and a lso  som e sm a lle r co lle g e s ,  out in Tak o m a P a rk . They

w ere a ll  students graduating this yea r , or e lse  a lre a d y  graduate  studen ts .

It w as re a lly  a  m o st  co lo rfu l p ic tu re .

Many of the women students w ere d r e s s ed in the flowing s a r i s  o f India,

P ak istan , the exotic  s ilk  of Thailand, the flow ered  kim onos of Jap an  wi th

the b ig  bows in the b ack ,

I went up tb the sh e ll to g re e t  everybody, rem inding them that this

custom  of rece iv in g  fo re ign  students at the White H ousehad been begun by M rs, 

R o o sev elt and we w ere happy to c a r r y  it o n , and told them that a fte r  Lyndon 's
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r e m a r k s  we woul d see  the old guard  fife  and drum c o rp s , w earing u n ifo rm s

typ ical of those worn by m em b ers of the c o rp s in G eorge W ashington’ s day,

and playing m u sic  b a se d  on the ea r ly  tunes of our A m erican  H eritage , and

then I introduced Lyndon,

I re a lly  loved what he sa id  to them!  It w as a  sh ort sp eech i.  He d e sc r ib ed

A m erica  a s  an unfin is hed so c ie ty , s t i l l  str iv in g  tow ard a b ette r  w orld  w here
u-

m en can  live  fo r  their b e lie fs ,  ra th e r  than die them^ JJrged  them to lea rn  

som ething about A m e ric a ' s p ro b lem s a s  w ell a s  ach iev em en ts a nd then, 

seein g Dean R usk  in the crow d, a sk e d  him to com e up, introducing him a s  

a  kind of S e c re ta ry  of State any P re sid e n t would like to have.

R usk  spoke a  m om ent, rem inding them that 30 y e a r s  ago  h e  w a s  

h im se lf  a  fo re ign  student. I  b elieve  he w as a  Rhodes sc h o la r .

And then Lyndon le ft  fo r  the re fre sh m en t tent a n d  the o ffice , follow ed 

by a horde of autograph  s e e k e r s ,  while I tr ied  to lead  everybody e lse  down 

tow ard the tu lip -r in g e d  fountain. The F ife  and Drum C o rp s w ere m arch ing 

up, b r illian t s c a r le t  c o a ts , white p an ts, b lack  b o ots, and cocked h a ts , a 

g lo r io u s sp la sh  of c o lo r .,^ n  that e m e ra ld  lawn, I ju st  hope that a  whole lo t 

of those studen ts w h o  had c a m e ra s / \a n d  p ra c tic a lly  everybody d id /\w ere  

using co lo r film . They m a rch ed and p layed  about 15 m in utes. I m et and 

thanked the le a d e r s and then began  to m ake m y slow  way back  tow ard the 

house , shaking hands^-^'and stopping fo r  p ic tu re s , but trying to fend off
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autograph s by say in g "! would ra th er talk  to you than w rite m y nam e for you. "  

T here w ere a  g r e a t numbe r of s tudents from  C anada, I m et a  few from  

M ex ico , South-east A s ia  w as heavily  r e p r e s ented, and A fr ic a , cons iderin g 

the s iz e  of it s  population, had a  goodly num ber. It seem ed  like every  other 

p e rso n  that I a sk e d  where they w ere going, w ere going to Howard Unive r s ity, 

That m us t be a  v ery  in tere stin g  cam pus .

I w orked on m a il, c a lle d  M ary L a sk e r  a t F lo ren ce  Mahoney*s hous e , 

and a sk e d  if she could com e over about 6 :30. She did* and I told her every  

single  thing I had done i n  p rep aratio n  fo r  the two m eetin gs on T h ursday , 

M ay 7th. Ma ry  is  one of those com plete ly  unfeline women, a s  rich  a s  any 

of them , a s  know ledgeabl e o r  m ore  so , about painting or fu rn itu re  a s  any 

of them , but with a  d ifferen t w orld to dep art into, which she i s  even m o re 

in te re ste d - - the w orld of  people , of m ed ica l r e s e arch , of everything affectin g  

health . A rt too - she h as a  fin ge r in ev er a r t is t ic  endeavor and r em inding 

m e that I would be see in g  h er with Anthony B l i s s  o n F r id a y  night, and then 

at the o p era . But h er r ea l  com m itm ent, o r so  it  s e em s to m e, i s  to the 

advan c e s m ade p o ss ib le  by m ed ica l r e s e a rc h , and a  te r r if ic  a liv e n e ss to 

the problem  s of the day, p o lit ic a l, so c io lo g ic a l, a  b ro ad  sp ectru m .

Afte r  she le ft  I  w a l k e d  d o w n s t a i r s  a l l  by m y se lf , and went from  room  

to room  v ery  quietly , m em o riz in g  the t r e a s u r e s ,  and then I got w ord that 

Lyndon w as on the way, I h u rrie d  u p s ta ir s ,  jo ined him fo r  dinne r and then 

an e a r ly  bed .


