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T h is  i s  a  day  th a t  I  h a d  r e g a r d e d  a s  a n  e n o rm o u s  s o r t  of h u rd le  -  

s o m e th in g  to  t e n s e  m y  m e n ta l  m u s c l e s  f o r  a n d  t r y  to ju m p  o v e r  s u c c e s s -

fu l ly ,  A nd  I  th ink  i t  w as  a  s u c c e s s .

E a r l t  I  w e n t to the b e a u ty  p a r l o r , a b o u t  8 o ’c lo c k ,  b u t n o t  e a r l i e r  

th an  L y n d o n  a n d  L y n d a  b e g a n  th e i r  day , b e c a u s e  th e y l e f t  by  c h o p p e r  

f o r  A n d re w s ,  f o r  a  f ive  s t a t e  p o v e r ty  to u r, that w as  to   l a s t  two d a y s .

At 10:30 , t h e r e  w as  a  m e e t in g  of the  P r e s e r v a t i on of the W hite  H ouse  

C o m m i t t e e ,  in  the Y e llow  O val R o o m , Of the  p u b lic  m e m b e r s  th a t  I  h a d  

a p p o in te d ,  A lic e  B ro w n  w a s  t h e r e  and  B r u c e  C a t to n ,  the h i s t o r i a n ; an d  

M r ,  Du P o n t ,  the s e n io r  m e m b e r  a s  f a r  a s  p r e s t i g e ;  M r ,  F o s b u r g h ,  who

h a d  b e e n  h e a d  of the  Painting c o m m i t t e e  f o r  M r s ,  K e n n e d y ,

A nd of the  off i c ia l  m e m b e r s ,  M r ,  H a r tz o g ,  hea,d of the  N a t io n a l  P a r k s  

S e r v i c e s ;  D r ,  S, D, R ip le y ,  o f  the  S m i th so n ia n ;  Jo h n n y  W a lk e r ,  o f  th e  N ational 

G a l l e r y  of A r t ; B i l l  W alto n  of the  F in e  A r t s  C o m m is s io n ;  M r ,  W e s t , the  c h ie f  

u s h e r ,  th a t  m o s t   in d is p e n s a b le  m a n ;  M r ,  K e tc h u m , the  c u r a t o r  a t  th e 

W h ite  H o u se ;  a n d ,  t h e r e ,  j u s t  to h o ld  m y  h a n d , C l a r k  C l i f f o rd  a n d  a l s o  to
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e x p la in  to u s  the f in a n c ia l  s i tu a t io n  of the  W hite  H o u se  H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c ia t io n .

I  h a d  d r e a d e d ,  a n d  r e s p e c t e d ,  th is  m e e t in g  v e r y  m u c h ,  and  h a d  s tu d ie d 

h a r d  to  t r y  to l e a r n  a b o u t  i t  an d  m a k e  i t  go w e l l ,

I b e g a n  by  than k in g  th em  a l l  f o r  s e r v i n g .  T o ld  th em  th a t  I  h a d  b e e n  o u t 

to v i s i t  M r s ,  K ennedy  a n d  te l l  h e r  how  m u c h  i t  w ou ld  m e a n  to e v e r y b o d y  i f  

she  c o u ld  c o m e  a n d  jo in  u s  an d  gu ide  u s ,  a n d  h e lp  u s .  B u t sh e  h a d  s a id
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th a t  sh e  co u ld  n o t  r e t u r n  to the  W hite H o u se .

And th e n ,  M r ,  H a r tz o g ,  a s  c h a i r m a n ,  to o k  o v e r ,  e x p la in in g  the 

e x e c u t iv e  o r d e r ,  a  co p y  of w h ich  h a d  b e e n  pu t in  e v e r y o n e ’ s c h a i r ,  th a t  

the m e e t in g s  w ou ld  b e  c a l l e d  by  m e .  And th e n  he a s k e d  M r .  d u P o n t  t o

e x p la in  s o m e th in g  of the  p a s t  a c h ie v e m e n t s  an d  f u tu r e  h o p e s  f o r  th i s  h o u s e

u /th a t  b e l on g s  to a l l  of u s .  And th e n  he  c a l l e d  on  M r .  F o s b u r g h  t o  do the 

s a m e ,  ’in  r e g a r d  to p a in t in g s .

T h e r e  w e r e  two i m p o r t a n t  th in g s  o f  the  d a y ,  I th in k .  O ne, w a s  to 

show  th em  the f i r s t  p a n e l  of y e l lo w  a n d  c r e a m  d a m a s k  from-w h ic h  n ew  

d r a p e r i e s  w i l l  be  m a d e  f o r  the  E a s t  R o o m , T h e y  h a d  b e e n  o r d e r e d  b y  

M r s ,  K e n n ed y  e a r l y  l a s t  f a l l ,  a  s k e tc h  d ra w n  b y  B o u d in ,^ '£ o r  the  w ay  th ey
(

w ou ld  be  m a d e ,  a n d  I  h a d  ta k e n  th e m  ou t to sh o w  M r s ,  K en n ed y  w h en  th e y  

c a m e  f r o m  the  lo o m s  f r o m  L y o n , F r a n c e ,  a  w e e k  o r  so  a g o .

A nd  th e n  the  o t h e r ,  a n d  to m e  the  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  n e w s  o£ the day , w a s

x r
a  n ew  a c q u i s i t io n ,  a  h a n d s o m e  s i l v e r  c o ffe e  u r n ,  w h ic h  h a d  b e lo n g e d  to the 

' ^ \  f i r s t  P r e s i d e n t  to o c c u p y  the  W hite  H o u s e ,  Jo h n  A d a m s ,  e n g r a v e d  w ith  the

^  i n i t i a l s  " J A. J b A , "  f o r  Jo h n  a n d  A b ig a i l  A d a m s ,  which h a d  b e e n  o f f e r e d  to us  

b y  M r .  a n d  M r s ,  M a r k  B o r tm a n  of M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  I t  h a d  b e e n  in  th e  A d a m s
V":

■
f a m i ly  f o r  o v e r  100 y e a r s ,  an d  th en  h a d  b e e n  s o ld  to a  d e a l e r  in  New Y o rk ,  

a n d  f r o m  th e m  the B o r t m a n s - h a d  a c q u i r e d  i t ,  a n d  i t ' s  a  v e r y  s ig n i f ic a n t  

m o m e n t  fo r  m e ,  w h en  I c a n  s a y  to the  co mn m i t t e e ,  th a t  th is  i s  b e in g  o f f e r e d  

to the  W hite H o u se ,
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M r,  d u P o n t  r e a d  us  a  l e t t e r ,  w h i ch o f f e re d  a  ru g  f o r  the S ta te  D ining 

R o o m , d e s c r ib in g  the one th a t  l i e s  t h e r e  now  in  the m o s t  s c a th in g  te rm s #

It*s no doub t  th a t  the new  rug  i s  a  b e a u t y ,  a c c o rd in g  to M r ,  duPont* ^he 

on ly  t ro u b le  is  th a t  i t ' s  su ch  an  e x q u is i te  a n t iq u e  t h a t  i t  w ould  be  w o rn  out 

in  two o r  t h r e e  y e a r ' s  t im e  w ith  the t r a f f i c  th is  h o u s e  ge t s .  A nd b e s i d e s ,  

i t ' s  on ly  ab o u t h a l f  b i g  e n o u g h  f o r  the  d in ing  ro o m  anyw ay .

A nd  th en  we got on  to the i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t io n s  of h av in g  som e good 

c o p ie s  m a d e ^ o f  the  p r e s e n t  r u g s  in  the G r e e n  R oom  , B lu e R oom  and  R e d  

R o o m , w h ich  a r e  e x q u is i te  a n t iq u e s ,  S a v o n n e r ie ,  I  b e l iev e  -  p e r h a p s  on e  

A u b u sso n .  T hey  a r e ,  n a t u r a l ly ,  r o l l e d b a c k  w hen  the t o u r i s t s  c o m e  th ro u g h ,  

b u t  th ey  a r e  on th e  f lo o r  f o r  a l l  p a r t i e s .  A nd i t  w ou ld  r e a l l y  m a k e  m o r e  

s e n s e  to h av e  som e v e r y  good c o p ie  th a t  w ou ld  be  dow n n e a r l y  a l l  the t im e ,  

and  th en  b r in g  out of th e b a s e m e n t , ,  th e r a r e  a n t iq u e s  fo r  S ta te  d in n e r s  and  

f o r  a  few  v e r y  s e l e c t  g ro u p s .

So i t  wa s d e t e r m in e d  by  the c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  M r ,  We s t  sh o u ld  ge t  

e s t i m a t e s  an d  e v a lu a t io n s  o f  s o m e  good  c o p ie s .

TH E W H IT E  HOUSE

A f te r  a b o u t  a n  h o u r  a n d  a  h a lf ,  i n c l u d i n g  v e r y  im p o r t a n t l y  --a  d i s c u s s io n  

of the f in a n c ia l  s i tu a t io n  of the  W hite H o u se  H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c ia t io n  b y C l a r k

'E v e ry b o d y  h a d  h a d  h i s  s a y  a b o u t  the b u s i n e s s  of the C o m m i t t e e .  And  so  th e 

m e e t in g  c am e  to a n  e n d ,  le a v in g  m e  w ith  a  fe e l in g  of r e l a t i v e  s a t i s f a c t io n .

;
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h a p p e n  in  the im  m e d i a t e f u tu r e ,

I sh o w ed  M r ,  F o s b u r g h  t h e  W inslow  H o m e r  and  I  th in k  he wa s a m a z e d  

a s I  am  th a t  i t  sh o u ld  hav e  so  p r e c ip i t o u s ly  d ro p p e d  in to  o u r  l a p s ,  so  to 

s p e a k .  And t h o u g h ,  I  b e l i e v e , h e *s a  l i t t l e d i s a p p o in te d  th a t  h e ' s n o t  going 

to g e t  the  one th a t  he h i m s e l f  h a d  found  an d  c h o s e n ,  h e  i s ,  I  b e l ie v e ,

q u ite  r e s p e c t f u l  of the  q u a l i ty  of th is  one -  n e v e r  m in d  th a t  a  b i r d in  h a n d  

i s  w o r th  two in  the  b u s h ,

I h a d  a  q u ie t  lu n c h  w ith  A l ic e ,  L iz  an d  A sh to n , a n d  th en  s p e n t  a  g enu ine  

h o u r  o r  so  of s tu d y  on a  l i t t l e  s p e e c h  fo r  the  te a  th is  a f te rn o o n .

Why, w hen  I 'm  n o t  the l e a s t  b i t  a f r a i d  of m e e t in g  the  ty c o o n s  of b u s i n e s s ,  

o r  the t i ta n s  of l a b o r ,  o r  any  o th e r  s o r t  of p e o p le a t  hom e  o r  a b r o a d, sh o u ld  

I  lo o k  u p o n  to d a y s  m e e t in g s  w ith  su ch  t re p id a t io n ^

W ell ,  a t  an y  r a t e ,  a t  4 ;0 0 I  f a r e d  f o r th ,  in  m y  s i m p l e s t  and  b e s t  w h ite  

d r e s s  to the G r e e n  R o o m , t o  r e c e iv e  th e m ,  the  p eo p le  of the  a r t  w o r ld .

And I  a m  g r a te f u l ly  g r a t i f i e d  th a t  so  m a n y  of th em  ca m e ,  s o m e  55, an d  f r o m  

a s  f a r  aw ay  a s  C a l i f o r n ia ,  M ich ig an ,  C h ic a g o ,  and  St, L o u i s ,  A nd, of cou r s e ,  

so  m a n y  of them  , t h e i r  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t  i s  New Y o rk  an d  P h i l a d e l p h ia ,  F r o m  

M r s ,  K e n n e d y 's  F in e  A r t s  C o m m i t t e e ,  t h e r e  w a s  M r ,  C h a r l e s  F r a n c i s  A d a m s ,  

of the  A d a m s  fa m i ly ;  R oy  D a v is ;  lo v e ly  P h y l l i s  D illon ; m y  f r i e n d  J a n e  

E n g e lh a r d ,  on  w hom  I  le an  c o n s id e r a b ly  a n d  who f lew  h e r  p lane  down f ro m  

N ew J e r s e y ,  b r in g in g  w ith  h e r ,  Ann F o r d ,  f o r m e r l y  the  w i fe of H e n ry  F o r d II,
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And h a n d s o m e ,  t e r r i f i c a l l y  u r b a n e  M r, Jo h n  L o e b ,  who h a d  l i t e r a l l y  

c o n t r ib u te d  in  toto the lo v e ly  ova l  r o o m ,  the  Y e llow  R o o m , And I th in k , 

m a y b e  M a r y  L a s k e r  c a m e on  the  p lan e  w ith  h e r ,

I th in k  i t  w a s the  u l t im a te  c o m p l im e n t  tha t M r s .  P a u l  M e llo n  of th e 

F in e A r t s  C o m m i t t e e co u ld  c o m e ,  b e c a u s e  t e a s  a r e  n o t  h e r  n a t u r a l  

h a b i t a t ,  I  g a th e r ,  I  th in k  she*s m o r e  a t  home* r e a l l y ,  w o rk in g  in  the 

g a r d e n ,  o r  ta lk in g  s e r i o u s l y  in  a  m u c h  s m a l l e r  g ro u p  th a n  55.

A nd  th e r e  w a s  M r s .  H e n ry  P a rr ish , who h a d  b e e n , ^ o r  aw h ile  b e f o r e 

B o u d i n  t h e d e c o r a t o r ;  and  g e n t le ,  g n o m e~ lik e  D av id  F in l e y ,  f o r m e r l y  

o f  the F in e  A r t s  C o m m is s io n ,  And M r .  G e r a l d  S h ea , who s t i l l  o w n s ,  b u t  

i s  g r a c io u s ly  len d in g  to u s ,  f o r  I  h o p e  a  v e r y   in d e f in i te  b u t  long  t i m e  

two lo v e ly  in la id  t a b le s  in  the  G r e e n  R oom .

A nd  f ro m  the  p a in t in g s  c o m m i t t e e ,  t h e r e  w a s  S u sa n  Mary A lso p ,  I

a s k e d  h e r  to  be s u r e  a n d  s l ip  off u p s t a i r s  to  th e th i r d  f l o o r , ^ o  s e e  how  

she  l ik e d  the  w ay  the  d e s k  th a t  she  a n d  Jo e  g a v e .   A nd J .  C h e e v e r  C ow d i n , 

th a t  I  didn*t h a v e  m u c h  t im e  to t a lk  to; M r ,  L a u r e n c e  F l e i s h m a n  o f  D e tr o it» _ > ^  

w ho, I  th in k , w o u ld  be  one of th e  m o s t  e n th u s i a s t i c  an d  c a n - d o  m e n  i f  w e 

w e r e  la u n c h e d  on a  p r o g r a m  of a c q u i s i t io n s ;  an d  M r ,  F o s b u r g h  a n d  M r s ,  

F o s b u r g h   l ’m  v e ry  h a p p y  to say,, s t a y e d  on f o r  the  m e e t in g , M r .  W a l te r  

H a d ley  w a s  t h e r e ;  an d  e x q u is i t e  M r s ,  B i l l  P a le y ,  M r s ,  F o s b u r g h ’s s i s t e r j  

and  p ro b a b ly  o n e  of the  m o s t  a t t r a c t i v e  m e n  of the a f t e r n o o n ,  V in c en t  P r i c e ,
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w hom  I  h a d  s e e n  f ro m  the o th e r  s id e  of the  fo o t l ig h ts  so  m a n y  t i m e s ,  and

who now  h a s  the d e l ig h tfu l  job of c o l le c t in g  p a in t in g s f o r  S e a r s  and  R o eb u c k ,_

no l e s s   th a t  c a n  be b o ugh t by  an y  c u s t o m e r ,  r a n g in g  f r o m  $25, to $50, 0 0 0 . ,  

and  the c u s t o m e r  w il l  h av e  the a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  e v en  th o se  in  the  $25, 

p r i c e  r a n g e ,  h a v e / \  w h a t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d by  a  p ro f e s s io n a ly  - a r t  m e r i t. He w a s 

d e l ig h tfu l  an d  I hope  I  s e e  h im  a g a in .

And t h e r e w a s Jo e  P u l i t z e r  of the  n e w s p a p e r  f a m i ly ; and  a  v e r y  b r i g h t  and  

a t t r a c t i v e  w o m a n ,  M r s , S u z e t te  M o r to n  Z e r c h e r ,

T h e  l i b r a r y  c o m m i t te e , h e a d e d  b y  M r ,  J a m e s  T, B ab b , w e r e  t h e i r  in  

goodly  n u m b e r ,  a n d  I ’m  g lad ,  b e c a u s e  I  w a n te d  b o th  a  c h a n c e  to th an k  them  

fo r  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  d one , an d  to s o r t  of r e c o g n iz e  the  f a c t  th a t  t h e i r  m i s s io n  

i s  s t i l l  in  m i d - s t r e a m ,  n o t  y e t  a c c o m p l i sh e d .

T h e  A d v is o ry  c o m m i t t e e  w a s  t h e r e  in  g r e a t  n u m b e r ,  f r o m  M r ,  J a m e s  

B id d le ,  c u r a t o r  of the A m e r i c a n  Wing of the M e tro p o l i ta n ;  M r ,  J u l ia n  Boyd, 

w ith the p a p e r s  of T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n  a t  P r in c e to n ;  and  L y m a n  B u t t e r f i e ld ,  o f  

the  A d a m s  p a p e r s in  B o s ton , I  e n jo y e d  ta l k ing  to h im  ab o u t the  s i lv e r  u rn  

th a t  h a d  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d to  the  W hite  H o u se ,

A nd  th en  a  w hole  b ev y  of m u s e u m  c u r a t o r s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s ,  r a n g in g  f r o m  the 

H e n ry  F o r d  M u se u m  in  D e a r b o r n ,  M r ,  G e r a l d  G ib so n ;  to M r ,  J o h n  G r im m ,  

o f - C o l o n i a l  W i l l i a m s b u r g - - d i r e c t o r  of c o l l e c t io n s th e r e .

And t h e r e  w a s  the s o m e w h a t  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  M r s ,  Jo h n  P i e r c e ,  who h a d  

b e e n  c u r a t o r  a t  the  W hite H o u s e w h en  the p r o j e c t  w a s f i r s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  

M r s ,  K ennedy ,

MEMORANDUM

T H E  W H IT E  HOUSE



MEMORANDUM

TH E W H IT E  HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

T h u r s d a y ,  M ay 7, 1964 P a g e  7

And though  M r .  D u P o n t h i m s elf^-'^md to le a v e  and  co u ld  n o t  r e m a i n  

f o r  the t e a ,  the c u r a t o r  of one o r  tw o  m u s e u m s ,  M r ,  Jo h n  S w een ey , one 

of h is  c h ie f  a s s i s t a n t s ,  w a s  p r e s e n t .  .

A fte r  I  h a d  m e t  e v e ry o n e  in  the  G r e e n  R oom ,>4hey  a l l  f i le d

in to  the  B lue  R o o m , w h e re  the g i l t  c h a i r s  w e r e  p la c e d  in  a  s e m i - c i r c l e ,

an d  in  e a c h  s e a t , ^ ^ l i s t  of the  d o n a t io n s  to the  W hite  H o u se  c o l l e c t io n  s in c e

D e c e m b e r  1, 1962. I u n d e r s t a n d  the l a s t  te a  h a d  b e e n  in  N o v e m b e r  *62,

so  e v e r y th in g  l i s t e d  h e r e o n  w a s  s o m e th in g  p r e s u m # a b ly  th e y  m a y  n o t  have

s e e n  a n d  m a y  l ik e  to b e c o m e a c q u a in te d  w ith .

L a s t  to e n t e r ,  I  c a m e  in to  the B lue  R o o m , w en t to the  l i t t l e  r o s t r u m

an d  s a id  m y  s m a l l  s p e e c h ,  " W e lc o m e  to th is  h o u s e ,  to w h ich , u n d e r  the

in s p i r a t i o n  of M r s ,  K en n ed y , you  h a v e t u r n e d  s u c h  lov ing  han d s .  I  w i sh

s o m e t im e s  th a t  you co u ld  h e a r  the r e m a r k s  of y o u r  m o s t  a r d e n t  a d m i r e r s ,

the one m i l l i o n  t o u r i s t s  who s e e  y o u r  h a n d iw o rk .   A  n u m b e r  w h ich  i s  e x p e c te d

t o  top  two m i l l i o n  th is  y e a r .  One r e c e n t S a tu rd a y  t h e r e  w e r e  2 4 ,4 0 0  in

1th is  h o u s e  in  one d ay .  Y ou w ould  f e e l  r e w a r d e d  indeed^x to  h e a r  the  o h 's  and  

ah*s f r o m  the g i r l  f r o m  S ioux F a l l s ,  who s a v e d  b a b y -s i t t in g  m o n e y  a l l  y e a r  

to r id e  the  s c h o o l  b u s  h e r e .  O r the a p p ro v in g  r e m a r k s  o f  the c u r a t o r  of the  

L o u v r e ,  Only the  o th e r  d ay ,  m u s e u m  d i r e c t o r s w e re  h e re  f r o m  a l l  a ro u n d  

the w o r ld ,  an d  they  w e r e  l a v i s h  in  t h e i r  p r a i s e ,  "
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a  c i t i z e n ! ” And c o n t in u e d  w ith  so m e th in g  of m y  own s i tu a t io n ,  "S ince  

J a n u a r y  I have  b e e n  tak ing  m y  own c r a s h  c o u r s e  of  the h i s t o r y  and  

f u r n i s h in g s  of the  W hite  H o u s e ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  you a l r e a d y  hav e  

Such a  b r o a d  b a s e  of u n d e r s ta n d in g , you  w ou ld  l ik e  to h e a r  s o m e  of the 

s m  a l l  an d  a m u s in g  in c id e n ta l  i n f o r m a tio n  I*ve c o m e  upon , " So I r e l a t e d 

a n u m b e r  of the  l i t t l e  a n e c d o te s  ab o u t  how D olly  M a d is o n  h a d  o r d e r e d  a 

w a sh in g  m a c h i n e ,  h e r  f i r s t  m o n th  in  the  W hite H o u se .  And th a t  d u r in g  

the  V an B u r e n  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  t h e h o u se  w a s  so  b a d ly  u n d e r d r a ined,-'^ 

th a t  in  long , lo n g  r a i n s ,  the  fl o o r s  of th e  k i tc h e n  a n d  c e l l a r s  w e r e  a c tu a l ly  

u n d e r  w a t e r /  And th a t  P r e s i d e n t  C h e s t e r  A r th u r ,  who d id n ' t  l i k e the

MEMORANDUM

f u r n i s h in g s ,  swept off 24 w ag o n  lo a d s ,  in c lu d in g  m u c h  of th e f u r n i tu r e  f o r  the  

E a s t  a n d  G r e e n  R o o m s ,  a n d  a u c t io n e d  i t  -  c a r p e t s ,  c u r t a i n s ,  c h a n d e l i e r s ,  

b e d s ,  s o f a s ,  c h a i r s ,  p o t s an d  p a n s  a l l  go ing  u n d e r  the  h a m m e r

In  f a c t, th e  a u c t io n  w a s  so complete^ th a t  a  n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t e d  the

\\
s a le  of a  r a t  t r a p ,  th a t  c a u g h t  the  r a t ,  th a t  a te  the s u i t ,  th a t  b e lo n g e d to

' 1M r ,  L in c o ln ,

'^^But th a t  c o u ld  n e v e r  h a p p e n  a g a in .  T h ro u g h  the y e a r s ,  m a n y  F i r s t 

L a d ie s  h a v e  p u t  t h e i r  h e a r t s  in to  th is  h o u s e ,  an d  w ith  the a r r i v a l  o f  M r s ,  

K ennedy , c a m e  the  d e v o t io n  a n d  t a s t e  a n d the  e x c e p t io n a l  o r g a n iz a t io n a l  

a b i l i ty  w hich  b ro u g h t  you to g e th e r  an d  p r o d u c e d  the p r e s e n t  a n d  p e r m a n e n t
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m e  to g ive you  h e r  b e s t  w i s h e s to d ay , and  I  w a n t  you to know  th a t  the  

p r e s e n t  o c c u p a n ts  of the  W hite H o u s e , my h u s b a n d  and  I, who l iv e  w ith  th is  

b e a u ty  fo r  th e  t i m e b e in g ,  a p p r e c i a t e  a n d  en jo y  y o u r  g r e a t  g if ts  of t im e  

and  t a le n t  to i t ,  a s  w il l  th o se  who fo llow  a f t e r  u s ,  b e c a u s e  i t  n e v e r  r e a l l y

w il l  be  c o m p le te d .  I hope  I  c a n  co u n t  on y o u r  c o n t in u e d  i n t e r e s t  an d
‘/

ad v ic e  a n d  I  s h a l l  c e r t a in l y  c a l l  on you f r o m  t im e  to t i m e .

A nd th e n  I to ld  th e m  a b o u t  how  the C o m m it te e  fo r  the  P r e s e r v a t i o n  

of the W hite H o u se  t h is  m o r n i n g  h a d a c c e p te d  a  d i s t in g u is h e d  new  

p o s s e s s i o n ,  a  s i l v e r  co ffee  u r n ,  p u r c h a s e d  in  the  la te  18th C e n tu ry  b y  Jo h n  

A d a m s ,  in  E n g lan d ,  and  d e s c r i b e d  in  h i s  in v e n to ry  fo r  the  y e a r  1826,

A nd f in i s h e d  by  say in g  to th e m ,  "A nd now I  w an t to  v i s i t  w ith  a l l  of 

you an d  p e r h a p s  you w ould  l ik e  to take  the  l i s t  of g if ts  in  y o u r  c h a i r ,  and  

s e e  f o r  y o u r s e l v e s  how m u c h  y o u r  e f f o r t s  h av e  m e a n t to a l l  o f th is  h o u s e .  

P e r h a p s  you w ould  l ik e  to  lo o k  f o r  y o u r  own s p e c i a l  lo v e , the  p a in t in g s ,  the

V e r m e i l  R o o m , the  L i b r a r y ,  o r  j u s t  w a n d e r  wi th  m e  f r o m  ro o m  to r o o m
n

an d  lo o k  a t  e v e r y th i ng,

I  th in k  the th ing  th a t  i n t e r e s t e d  th em  m o s t  w as  the M one t th a t  w a s  the

01r->
g if t  of the  K ennedy  f a m i ly . "M o rn in g  on the S e in e ," h an g in g  in  the  G r e e n  R o o m , 

And n e x t ,  p e r h a p s  the  m a r b l e b u s t  of J o e l  B a r lo w ,  by  H oudon, and  s e v e r a l  

of the m e m b e r s  r e c o m m e n d e d  th a t  th a t  sho iild  be  m o v e d  d o w n s ta i r s  w h e re

m o r e  p eo p le  co u ld  s e e  i t ,__S o m e th in g ,  I  th in k ,^ m u s t  be  s e r i o u s l y  c o n s id e r e d

in  the f u tu r e .

MEMORANDUM
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I  w a lk e d  f r o m  ro o m  to r o o m ,  and  f r o m  g ro u p  to g ro u p ,  wi t h  a s m a n y  

w o rd s  of p e r s o n a l  th an k s  a n d a p p r e c i a t i o n  th a t  I c o u ld ,  to M r .  Shea f o r  the 

t a b l e s  to M r .  F o s b u r g h  f o r  m o n th s  of h i s l i f e  to J a n e E n g e lh a r d ,  w ith  d e l ig h t ,  

ab o u t how m u c h  e v e ry b o d y  h a d  en jo y ed  s e e in g  the  c h in a  y e s t e r d a y ,  a c tu a l ly  

on the t a b l e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e r  H a r r i s o n  a d m in i s t r a t i on d in n e r  p l a t e s , w i th  

a  b e a u t i fu l  w h e a t  d e s ig n  a r o u n d  the  ed g e .  ^  And how c o u ld  I  p o s s ib ly  s a y  

enough  to M r s .  M ello n , to e x p r e s s  how  I  f e e l  a b o u t  the  p o r t r a i t  of  T h o m a s  

?*
J e f f e r s o n ,  O nly , I  g u e s s ,  th a t  w h e n e v e r  anyb o dy a s k s  m e ,  I  a m  a lw ay s  

 
q u ick  to say  that the two paintings I like best are the T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n  and  the B e n ja m in  F r a n k l in ,

MEMORANDUM
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E v e r y  foo t of the w ay  I  f e l t  v e r y  m u c h  s u p p o r te d  by  M a r y  L a s k e r *s 

s m i l in g  f a c e  b y  A lice  B ro w n   a n d  in  a  d i f f e r e n t ,  b u t  s ig n i f ic a n t  w ay , by  

J a n e  E n g e lh a rd .

A bout s ix  a l l  the  g u e s t s  d r i f t e d  aw ay  a n d  th e n  A l ic e an d  I h a d  a  p o s t  m o r t e m .

a  f a r e w e l l  d r i n k , an d  she  l e f t - - w ith  m e  r e a d y  f o r  a n  e a r l y  m a s s a g e  and  an  e a r l y 

b e d ,  an d  r e m e m b e r i n g  the a d v ic e  of  T h o m a s J e f f e r s o n  to h is  g r a n d s o n ,  th a t  

" we sp en d  a  l o t  of t im e  w o r r y i a g  a b o u t  the  th in g s th a t  n e v e r  h a p p e n ,  th a t  

n e v e r  b e c o m e  p r o b l e m s . "  Of c o u r s e ,  to d ay  h a s  gone v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l ly ,  I 

th ink .

B u t , y e t ,  p e r h a p s ,  i t  w ou ld  n o t  h av e  gone so  s u c c e s s f u l ly  if  I  h a d n ’ t 

w o r r i e d  ab o u t i t  an d  t r i e d  r e al  h a r d  on i t .


