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I slep t w ell, woke up about nine and had b re a k fa s t  in be d.  R ead the 

p a p e rs  and a b s orbed the shock of the two R epublican  C o n g re ssm en 's  v is it  

to m y ten ants in  A utau ga C ounty . It w as ugly , it could have been  w o rse .

I’ve got to think of som e way to turn it into a co n stru ctiv e end.

Then I re co rd e d  s ix  days on m y m achine - and I*m going to try  to 

catch  up while I*m down h e re , b ecau se  if  I don't I  n e v e r  w ill.

Ate lunch with the g i r l s ,  and d isco v e red  that they had stay ed  up until v ery , 

v ery  la te , talking about w hatever it i s  16 y ear  o lds have on th eir m in d s, and 

playing c a r d s .

And then J e r r y  and I went w alking. V irg in ia  in m id-M ay is  balm  fo r  

any troub le. No s i l ente sp rin g  here  - the green  arch  of fre sh  sp rin g  le a v e s  

a lm o st m et over the rugged country road , brown thrush  fla sh ed  through the 

un derbrush ; o ccasio n a lly  you would see  a  b righ t little  chipm unk, p erch ed 

on a r a il  fence. A flock  of crow s caw ed in the d istan ce , a c r o s s  the lu s h

g r e en m eadow, over which the d a iry  cow s^ Ho lste in  I think they we r e , .. 

p lac id ly  am bled . And every  tim e you cam e to a  r i s e , ity^was the lovely  

blue outline of the m ountains in the d istan ce . We w alked fo r  ne a r ly  two 

m ile s  - a t one point we saw  a handsom e country hom e, behind a  fie ld sto n e 

fence, not unlike those that a re  around Stonewal l . And in the d istan ce â   

ring a ro und which s ix  h o r s e s ,  with r id e r s ,  w ere going round and round 

and in the cen ter of the rin g , I suppose he m u st be the teacher. What a

beau tifu l way to liv e . The m elancholy c a ll  of  m oaning d o v es/an n o u n ced
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that it w as s pring. There w ere plenty of rob in s hopping about and once 

a  card in a l f la sh e d a c r o s s  the road .

F in a lly , we c a lle d  them to com e and get u s , and M r, Dry  rode up,

II
in answ er to J e r r y ’ s talking m achine.

I c a lled  into the White House and a sk e d  D r, H u rst if  he and Jim  would 

lik e  to drive out and have dinner with m e  and to talk over Lyndon*s p ro b lem s 

about which they w ere going to have a m eeting the n e x t mor n ing, together 

with D r, L a r r y  L am b  w ho w as com ing up from  San Antonio, and D r, B u rk ley  

and D r, T ra v e ll, here  in the White H ouse,

I wanted to be in on this b ecau se  th at's  v ery  im portant too, not even 

L u c i m ore  so , but m aybe I could have m o re  say , contribute m ore u n der-

standing, if I ju st  talked  to the two of them quietly , ra th er than being one 

in a  conference of seven  or m o re .

While they w ere driving out, I w rote out, fo r  Lyndon, about a  nine page 

an aly s i s  of what I thought h is  situation  w as.

F i r s t, in c a se  he definitely decided that he wante d to u se  i t, there w as
i

a su g g e ste d  announcem ent that he w asn 't going to run aga in . T h is would 

need to be p o lish ed  up by Buzz or s om ebody. And any m ed ica l item s added 

by the doctor s . . .

'' H aving, by the end of this p re sen t term , fin ish ed  som e 30 y e a r s  of public
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s e rv ic e , ranging from  m y young y e a r s  with the NYA, to the Ho u se of R e p re -

se n ta tiv e s, the Senate , the V ice P r e s idency, and la tte r ly  this u ltim a te
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r e s pon sib ility , I w ish  now to announce/ that I w ill not be a  candida te for 

r e - e le c tion. I w ish to spend the r e s t  of m y lif e in m y home s ta te , in 

p eace with m y fam ily , fo r  whom the r ig o r s  of m y .duties have le ft  me too 

little  time fo r  com panions hip. T h is d ec isio n  i s  m ade e a s ie r  by the fac t

 i
that I can fe el m y conduct o f  the P r e s idencyinto which I cam e in su ch a 

tra g ic  hour of national rending, ha s not been without som e s\o lid  acco m p lish -

m ent, thanks to the G race  of God, and the stu rdy  cooperation  of the A m e rican 

people . To a l l  those who have helped m e throughout these y e a r s ,  m y thanks 

and those of m y fam ily , can  n ever be fu lly  e x p re sse d ,

I hope he won't u se  it - that*s that!

Then I put the two a l te rn ativ es - if  he does run, he w ill probab ly  be 

e lected  P r e sident, During the cam paign  and fo r  the ensuing four y e a r s ,  

he , I and the ch ild ren  w i l l  be c r it ic iz e d  and slan d ered  fo r  things we have 

done; things we m ay b e , in p art, have done; and things we n ever did a t a ll .  

T h is w ill be painful. T h ere  w ill be tim es when he w ill be fru s tra te d  and 

torn by the in ab ility  of h is  s ta ff , h is fam ily , and u ltim ate ly  of h im self  so m e -

tim e s , to ach ieve h is  vaulting am bition s,^ for this nation. And t h a t  I  s h o u ld  

think w ould be even m ore  painful.

T here w ill be tim es of ach ievem ent, such a s  p a ss in g  the T ax  B ill ,  and 

settlin g  the potential ra ilro a d  s tr ik e , and that ought to be a  sa tis fac tio n  with 

no p e er , I b e lie v e .
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and w orks a s  h ard  w h o  c an te ll^  If anything, the l a s t  s ix  m onths have

shown us»^that you don’ t know what to expect of life ,

On the other hand* if  he does not run, we w ill probably  return  to the 

ranch . and he w ill enjoy the country he lo v e s , and m e  and Lynda, a n d ^

L u c i, m ore than we ever had, and that w ill be good fo r a l l  of u s ,

But t h e re  w ill be a b a rra g e  of new spaper s to r ie s , of question ings 

and innuendos a s  to h is  m o tiv es , what skeleton s in the c lo se t , what wa s 

he trying to hide, what d isc lo su re  next. F o lk s would b elieve  anything 

but the truth, which would go on until we w ere forgotten .

And second, and much m ore  im portan t, there would be a  w ave, this 

tim e national and not s tatew ide, of hollow d is i l lusionm ent and "Y ou l e t 

u s down, Lyndon*^ am ong thos e pe ople who re a lly  look  to him a s the 

b e s t  can didate of the D em ocratic  party^ ^n d  perh ap s the b e s t  candidate 

in the nation. Not unlike the wave that sw ept T e x a s  a fte r  he went on the 

D em ocratic  ticket with Kennedy, only this tim e, it would be w ider a nd 

m o re  w ell-fo unded. And that would be painful .

And then, with the lim ited  am ount of tim e you can ride  around ove r those 

ran ch es , he coul d en tertain  h im se lf, with h is  ra th er sm a ll ban k ing o p era tions, 

and the T V and ca ttle , and m aybe a  few le c tu r e s . But I h ard ly  se e  how that 

could contain him and consum e h is 24 h ou rs a day, in a  con stru ctive  way.
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m ight look around fo r  a scap e g o a t, and I would not want to be it, then.

And l a s tly , he m ight live longer if  he didn''t run fo r  the P resid en cy ,

-2.
Who can te ll. And if he did, would it be worth it.

My fin al conclusion , w as that, I think he ought to run, fac in g c le a r l y 

a ll the c r it ic ism  s and h ostilities»P th at would com e our w ay, pacing h im se lf 

a s  w ell a s  h is  p e rso n ality  w ill p e rm it, with Sundays off and o c c a s ional 

v aca tio n s, and then som e three y e a r s  and nine m onths from  now, F e b ru ary  

or M arch of 1968 if  the L o rd  le t s  him live that long, announce that he won't 

be a  candidate for ree lec tio n , and by that tim e, I think, the ju ic e s  of life  

w ill be s tille d  enough in h im , at 59 and approaching 60, that he can  fin ish  

out that term  and retu rn  to the ranch , to live out the r e s t  of our days 

quietly ,

I wrote th is out, put it in an envel ope, a d d re s se d  it to the P re sid en t,
If

m ark ed  it 'p e r so n a l, p le a se .

And then about 8 when Jim  and D r, H u rst a r r iv e d , put in their hand andA

ask e d  them to give it to him when they m et the next m orning.

We began  our talk  in the sm a ll sittin g  room , and then went into the 

lovely  dining room , candl e lit ,  f ire  going, a  bowl of l i la c s  on the tab le, 

s te ak s and wine fo r  dinner. Our g ir ls  jo ined u s , L u c i sa id  the b le s s in g ; 

it w as w onderful to see  how joyously  she and Jim  g re e t  each other. She 

d o esn 't a lw ays like a ll  of our fr ie n d s, or ra th e r , m ore  exactly , she do esn 't 

give out in front of them . But fo r  Tom C o rco ran , the C a in s , D r, Hu r s t ,

she i s  the m o st a r tic u la te , out-spoken  little  g ir l- - a re b e l, but delightful .
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Jim  invite d her b ack  a t any tim e, and sa id  how m uch he loved having /
her and J a c k ^ a s  their house g u e s t s ^

---------- ----------------------------------
We had a  re a lly  gay tim e.

A fter dinner the g ir l s  went b ack  to their gam e of c ra z y  e igh ts and Jim  

and D r, H u rst and I w e nt back  to the sm a ll  sitting room , had our co ffe e  

around the f ir e ,  and talked  about the p o ss ib i l it ie s  fo r  Lyndon,

They w ere going to give him a thorough m ed ica l go in g«over the next 

m orning, and tonight we only talked about the p h yco logical a sp e c ts .  Both 

thought that inaction , id le n e ss , la ck  of com m and, would be a h ard er  ro le 

fo r him  t h an the long h ours and heavy re sp o n s ib ility  he now sh o u ld ers.

They both re a lly  thought that he should continue.

One of them w ill c a l l  m e tom or row  a fte r  the con feren ce , I don’ t know 

though, that e ith er one re a lly  un derstan ds the depth of h is  pain , when and 

if  he fa c e s  up to the p o ss ib i lity  of sending m any thousands A m erican  boys 

to V iet-N am  or som e other p lace ,
book

They le ft about 10 o 'c lo ck , and I im m e rse d  m y se lf  in B ill  White book after 

callin g  Lyndon and finding that he w as out at the F  S tre e t  C lub.

And then, when I w as a lm o st a s le e p , a  little  a f te r  12, he c a lle d  m e. He 

had been to a  stag  party  fo r B il l  D ouglas, an d inciden tally , I noticed tha t 

B i l l 's  wife w as in E u rope, T h is w as an an n iv ersa ry  fo r  m any y e a r s  on the 

cou rt fo r  B i11, Lyndon w as lo n eso m e, I could tell from  h is v o ice . The night 

b efo re  he*d had a bad  toothache and then that m or ning h a d  to have the tooth
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pulled out b ecau se  it w as in fected  beyond sav in g .

It wa s  a  sad  happy talk , la r g e l y about the A labam a ten ants, and 

about h is irestive d e s ir e  to see k  a  way out of the burdens he c a r r i e s .

I


