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Today found m e with a d e s pe rate  se n s e of being o v er-co m m itted  an d

u n d e r-p rep are d . . . Kentucky breath ing hot on m y neck, going tom orrow

m orning, not having m y sp eech es p re p a re d  to m y lik ing, o r having r e a l ly
b e en

a s s im ila te d  a ll  the in form ation  that' s been put b efore  m e about Kentucky, about 

what the day w ill hold,

I s pent a lm o st a l l  day with L iz ,  working on the m ain  speech  of the 

evening b efo re  the Kentucky F ed era tio n  of W om en's C lubs , and the sm a lle r 

ones a t the Wood U tilization  C en ter, and the dedication  of the new high 

school gym nasium .

The m orning p a rt , I ju s t looked fo rw ard  to a s a  p le a su r e.

And then at 8, th ere w as B il l  White’ s b irthday p arty , b lack  tie . Another 

one of m y W ashington evenings that I lo ve so  m uch. The Dean A chesons w ere 

th ere ; I*ve alw ays had so m uch re sp e c t  fo r  h im . And the M ilo P e rk in s , 

our old fr ie n d s . Milo  w as looking fo rw ard  to going ou t to the Un iv e rs ity 

of A rizon a, fo r  an honorary  d e g ree , one day in la te  M ay. And then, the 

la s t  of Jun e, they*d be going fo r  a  so lid  three o r four m onths stay , to

A rizon a. [^Something that they*d n ever re a lly  done in a l l  the y e a r s  on the

  
H ouse. / They spoke of their "gran dch ild ren " - that i s  the beautifu l a z a le a

p lan ts  that so  m any of their fr ien d s have re ce iv ed  from  them  t h at cam e
Landon

from  their lovely  gard en , which is  now L a n d o n  school. F ro m  the a sh e s  

of tragedy  they’ ve rebu ilt a  v ery  excitin g  life  fo r  th em se lv e s , divided betw een 

grow ing beautifu l th ings, a z a le a s ,  sp e c ia liz e d  g r a s s  seed , and studying the
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econom y of fa r  away cou n tries in d e p th /b y  living there se v e r a l  ye a r s  

at a  tim e,/|su ch  a s  Jap an , B r a z i l ,  V enezuela, They a re  two of the m o st 

in tere stin g , sp ir itu a l, and true-h earted  frien d s I know.

I sa t  m y se lf  down by Dean Ache son b ecau se  I adm ire  him so m uch, 

and a  couple of  tim es during the evening, I w ished I could ju st  have taken 

out m y shorthand notebook and copied down what he w as say ing .

Once, it went som ething lik e this , , ,  he had becom e an a s s i s t a n t  to 

G eorge M arsh a ll, when M a rsh a ll w as S e c re ta ry  of S tate . G en era l M arsh a ll 

sa id , " I  want you to give m e a re a l opinion, don*t be a fra id  of hurting m y 

fe e lin g s , I have no fe elin gs except those that I save  fo r  M rs, M arsh a ll , "  

And another tim e, there w as a  delightful b it in which he w as quoting M rs, 

O liver W endell H olm es, If I rem em b er righ tly  he i s  one of that long line 

of law  c le r k s ,  w ho se rv e d  Ju s t ic e  O liver Wendell H olm es, What M rs, 

H olm es s a id , . , /^ ^  ap p ro x im ate ly  this " , , ,  good judgem ent c o n s is ts in 

determ ining those th in gs^^h at you Ccin tre a t  with in telligen a«s n eg lect (that*s 

an a r t  that I need v ery  m uch right n ow ),"

T here w ere ju st  about 10 or 12 of u s at the dinner, a  v ery  good talking 

group, June w as a ll  aglow  - and B ill  w as so  p le a se d  that Lyndon had

appointed him a s  one of those to m ake the tr ip  to F ra n c e , a s  a  m em o ri a l
■

of the 20th ( i s  it 20th?) an n iv ersa ry  of D Day,

T here w as good talk , good to a s t s ,  good food, and an e a r ly  bedtim e - 

a  v ery  d e s ira b l e rec ip e  fo r  a  p arty , in m y opinion.
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