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I  spent the morning working with L iz , and then went down on the south 

grounds to greet the President of Ireland, Eamon deValera, about 11;30,

The occasion was one bound to be fu ll o f sentiment. Who can be m ore fu ll 

o f it that the Irish , and this 85 year old gentleman, or thereabouts, has had 

a very  fu ll and dramatic life , fighting fo r Irish  independence, , <̂ And much 

attachment to the United States, actually, where he was bor n.

There was the Diplomatic Corps, the fluttering flags, the National 

Anthems, the R ev i ew of the troops, and Lyndon*s speech; and P res id ent 

deValera*s answer on the little  platform .

His m inis ter for external a ffa irs , M r , Akin, who accompanied him, 

was a ve ry  attractive, sophisticated sort of man, an d I asked h im ^^s 

polite ly as I  could phrase it, whether the feud between England and Ireland 

was now a thing o f the past o r not, I  hope I said it better than that.

H is answ er was interesting. He said, "The farther away we draw lega lly , 

the c loser we come as friends, "

I  was charmed by M r, deValera, He was courtly, happy to be here, 

sentimental, and he kept on using the phrase, "F o r ty - f iv e y ea rs ago th is , , ,  

fo rty - fiv e  years ago . . . "  You see he’ s been to this country six tim es, the 

most famous trip  o f which was 45 years ago, when he tried  to influence this 

country to a rise  and help Ireland in its fights fo r independence f rom England, 

And it made me quite conscious of the fact that I  frequently say "Tw en ty -fiv e  

Years a g o , , , " ,  and I  think I  better  stop.
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We rode around with him to B la ir House and on the way, there was

quite a crowd o f people, and frequent shouts of "Hey^Dev[ Hi there^Dev!

We love you, Dev!

I was not surprised to see my own Lynda B ird, standing out among 

the tourists, quite unrecognized by anybody, right in front of 

the White House. The most d irect way w ith her  a c tually accomp l ishes 

what she wants, and that is just to walk right out with a thousand tourists, 

and hardly anybody ever stops her .

We said goodby at B la ir House, and I came back to have lunch in the

Queen's Sitting Room with Helen Thomas and Frances Lew ine, and talked 

to them about what the f ir s t  six months in this job seemed like to me«w
Heaven help m e with the outcome,

I like them both so much and I  would like to stem the tide o f se l f -  

consciousness that I  find dawning on me, because I think that is  what c ould 

put an end to my good relations with a lot of press people, is to be on edge, 

self~conscious, w o rr i ed.

In the afternoon I  worked on the m ail .

Then at night was the State Dinner fo r President deValera, He joined 

us in the Yellow  Room with the Ambassador of Ireland and M rs. Fay. His 

son, a ve r y thoughtful, courteous, nice man, also named Eamon deValera, 

a doctor; the Balls, the Dukes; and the Brennans, I  be lieve. And accor ding 

to Daisy C le la n d , the hope chests of Lynda B ird  and Luci Baines are richer
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by some Ir ish  linen/|lovely handkerchiefs they w ere-- and for us, an Ir ish  

linen tablecloth,^and a beautiful s ilve r coffee pot m a d e  in Dublin,-b e f ore 

this country won its independence from  England,

I  was particu larly pleased with our own gifts because they we r e as 

sentimental as the Irish , Besides the ve rm e il c igar box# in scr ibed "P o e try , 

faith and freedom , we have named these as Irishman’ s   T h e r e  re

was a ballot box described as an antique  an^old fram ed print o f New York  

harbor-- the city where Eamon deValera was born a nd also a copy o f his 

baptismal certifica te  and a picture o f the church, St, Agne s in New York  

where he was baptized.

As Daisy C le la n d  said, "The olde sod was w e ll represented by Capital  

Hi l ls  f inest, "

Heading the Congressional delegation was Speaker of the House John 

M cC orm ack an.d his w ife; and Senator Pat McNamara and M rs, McNamara; 

and Senator and M rs, Pearson,

And from  the House, Represen tatives Gene Keogh and w ife; Mike Kerw in 

and w ife; John Rooney and w ife ; John Fogarty alone; W illiam  Cahill and w ife; 

Donald Clancy and w ife.

The Ir ish  have rea lly  put their stamp on our politics]

And from  the court - Justice and M rs, Brennan - this rea lly  was the

II
night fo r  the Irish  m afia,

The staff that we had inherited from  the Kennedy Administration; the Ken 

O 'Donnells w ere there; the Ralph Dungans; L a rry  O'Briens, Dave Pow ers;
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Malcolm  K ildu ffs| Dick M cG uires  and our own contribution to the I r ish,

George Reedy, as Irish  as any of them.

This was the night that I  asked Lynda and W arrie Lynn.  Each of the 

children had been prom ised one state dinner during her stay here, and 

they had a good tim e, w ere a great help, and made the most of it.

We had asked the Attorney General and M rs. Kennedy, and Senator 

Ted Kennedy and his w ife, but neither o f them came - both of them a re 

o ff I think, on m oney raising campaigns fo r  the Kennedy L ib rary , However, 

Sargent Shrivers w ere on hand, representing the Kennedy fam ily ; and the 

George Balls took the place o f the Rusks, the Secretary having le ft 

at dawn that m orn in g^ fo r the funeral of Nehru,

Nehru's death was the word that woke us up, about 6 o ’ clock in the 

morning - and great repercussions it w ill have on the world, no doubt.

Among old friends,-''^there w ere the Dick B erlin s ;  and Charles Engel hard; 

and from  Texas, the Jack K u ltg e n s  o f Waco; the Gene Lockes; the Jim 

Nashes o f Austin- - it was ve ry  special fo r  them because he*s quite an Ir is hman ; 

and Dr, and M rs, Samuel  Nabrit, the President of Texas Southern University, 

and, incidentally a  brother of the President of Howard University,
-- -

The Irish  entertainm ent world was rep re sented by Ed 0*Connor, author 

of the Last Hurrah, one of my favorites ; Opera star E ileen F a rre ll, now 

M rs, Robert Reagan; te lev is ion's Ed Sullivan; and W illiam  Shannon, who w rote 

T h e  Am erican  Irish^
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Luci Baines was  v e ry  inte re s ted in the p resence of the V ery  

Reverend W illiam  F. K elly , the President of Marquet t  Un ivers ity , and got 

to have a little  chat with h i m  she and Beth Jenkins--b e fo rea we sat down

to dinner. They w eren ’ t invited to the dinner,

I  was charmed with Lyndon 's  toast. He made a gracefu l re feren ce to 

P r e sident Kennedy b y saying he was " , . ,  one o f the many g if ts that the 

Ir ish  had given to Am erica , " And then he said, "You and I  have a great 

deal in com m on, M r, President (deValera), not the least of which is that 

a lot o f Irishm en vote fo r  us and occasionally against us. Furtherm ore, 

in our work we are both surrounded by Irishmen. I  heard it said that there 

are m ore Irishm en in the White House than people, "

And o f deValera h im self, he said, "F ew  men have had the satisfaction 

that you have had, only did you play a leading ro le in the birth of your 

Nation, you have continued to exert g reat influence long af ter Ireland becam e 

a significant force in world affa i r s , "

And so he has, and he looks like a ve ry  happy man now.

His answer was warm and pleasant, not what we had been led to expect 

when some newspaper man said that President deValera would be marching 

on Washington, at the head of 2O, 000 words.

A fte r  dinner, in the East Room, I introduced the entertainment, G eorge 

C, Scott and Colleen Dewhurst, actors o f the broadway stage, the m ovies.
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and television* who recited  The Voices of Ire lan d , excerpts from  Ir is h 

literatu re spanning a thousand years - "I  am of Ireland", "the County Mayo", 

" R iders to the Sea" (John Sing), "John Bull’ s O ther Is l and" (George Bernard 

Shaw) , and "Juno and the P a ycock " (Se a n  O ’ Casey). It was arty and 

interesting, and fo r  somebody as oriented to the theatre as m e, v e ry  good 

entertainment, but I  doubt that it got an A with the general audience.

Our guest o f honor, being w e ll up in his 80’ s, le ft shortly a fter the 

entertainment, and Lyndon, from  whose face and manner I I  could te ll had

had a hard day d id  not lin ger long after him,

I stayed until a fter 12, There was dancing in the Blue Room but 

not a great deal of the people participated in it, partly because this group 

seems a good deal older than m ost of our guest lis ts . But Lynda B ird  and 

W arr ie  Lynn linge red long and had fun, and had good tales to te ll m e about 

it  the next day.


