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It began v ery  late  in the day, with b re a k fa s t  about 11 o 'c lock  wi th 

Lyndon, And then he went out and lay  in the ham m ock by the sw im m ing 

pool f o r  a  m uch longer tim e than he thought, b e c a u se , although it w as 

an o v e rc a st  day, he w as com pletely  barbequed , red  a s  a lo b ste r , before  

he knew it.

About noon, Dorothy P a rk e r  and M ary G riffith  a r r iv e d  and I tr ied  

on clothes fo r  se v e r a l  h o u rs, wound up by buying five d r e s s e s ,  a lm o st 

a ll  on s a le , which w ill c a r r y  m e happily  through the su m m e r , except 

m aybe for a  cotton su it capab le  of jum ping in and out of h e lico p te rs  and 

trudging up m ountain s id e s ,  and i t 's  a lso  brigh t and co lorfu l - and th at's  

h ard  to find.

T h ey 're  such sw eet people and so in te re ste d , i t w ill be h ard  to do without 

the man m y l i f e ,

I s l ipped off a fte r  awhile and got about 30 m inutes in the sun, E lo ise  

and H om er T h orn berry , they and their three ch ildren  drove by -  I m ean  

from  E l P a so  on the way into A ustin , They’ l l  be p re sen t fo r  a l l  the U n iv ersity  

of T e x a s  a c t iv it ie s , E lo ise  w as bubbling with p lan s fo r  m oving to A ustin ,

V ery  la te  in the day w e  had lunch, Dorothy P a rk e r , M ary  G riffith  

and I, Lyndon had le ft long b e fo re , with A. W, to go riding around a ll  

the ran ch es.

And then a bout 5 o 'c lo ck  I  s tarted  doing what I like b e s t . Went f or 

a  ride  to the L ew is p la ce , with L iz  and Bob Ma s s ^  of  the Satu rday  Evening 

P o st , who i s  trying to put down m y thoughts and m y w ords into an a r t ic le
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for the P o st, which w ill cen ter around m y D etroit speech .

The red  barn  and green  roof, and the quaint little  house of native stone 

and w eathered wood l o ok so delightfuly f rom  what I c a ll  the 25^ s cenic 

d riv e , where you look way down in the v a lley  to it. It looke d like M arsh a l l  

D illon m ight co m e  riding up any m inute]
found

We tried  to get in , and to m y am azem ent that m y fa m ilia r  hiding p lace  

fo r the key, lon ger held a  key ,..W en t around and sa t  on the ro c k e r s  on 

the front porch , and along cam e a light show er, delightful pro logue for m o re 

to follow , I hope, b ecau se  the country i s  bone dry and the ra n c h e rs r e s t l e s s ,  

waiting fo r ra in .

B ack  at the ran ch , we d r e s se d  fo r the Johnson C ity  High School 

com m encem ent, driv ing in with J e s s e and A, W ., fo r  8 o’ c lo ck  cerem ony , 

which w as actu ally  a  dedication  of a  new High School building ju st  com pleted 

by B ro o k s and B a r r ,  and re a lly  a  c r e dit to them .

The auditorium  w as crow ded with proud p a re n ts , the lo c a l fo lk s , and 

a  v a st  horde of the p r e s s .  T h ere  w as a  p ro c e ss io n a l, v ery  slow  and so lem n , 

30 grad u ate s  in cap and gown invocation, the P ledge of A lleg ian ce , the 

Lyndon dedication , I*m r e a l  proud that the school building is  nam ed The 

Lyndon B  Johnson High School, And the sa lu tato ry  a d d re s s  and the c la s s  

h isto ry  by Sh erry  L ath am , w ell known Johnson  C ity nam e; hum orous and 

delightfu l, beginning with th eir f i r s t  g rad e , with f r e quent re fe re n c e s  to 

Ava C ox, who w as their teach er two diffe ren t y e a r s ;  the c la s s  song and then 

the v a led ie to ry  b y  a very  pretty  young g ir l ,  Cathy Sib ley ,
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K itty Clyde L eon ard * the superin ten dent, introduced Lyndon. It w as 

a  p re p ared  speech , and a  very  good one, I thought, but there w as som e 

e x tra  w arm th a nd h o m in ess to it. One of the things I liked  b e s t  w as when 

he a s ked if  there w ere any of the people who graduated  in h is c l a s s  p r e s e n t. 

Of c o u r se  h is   cous in  M arg are t i s dead, and that only le a v e s  four who could 

have been , and three of them w ere there 1 Kitty Clyde h e r se lf ,  of c o u rse , 

being one of them --she h is  old sw eeth eart. They a l l  stood up - I wonder how 

it seem e d to the p r e s s  - i t w as delightful to m e .

Then John M oursund, the p rin c ip a l, A .W , *s  b ro th er, p re sen ted  the 

aw ards to the outstanding ones - G eorge C ro ft ’ s daughter w as outstanding in 

se v e r a l  w ay s, San d ra , and a charm ing child she was. F o r  the p r e s entation 

of  the d ip lom as-- s he i s  the one who a r o s e and accep ted  them .

And then the school song and the benediction , and the v ery  s l ow 

r e c e s s io n a l - - -  all  of it happening a ll  over the land, ju st  like th is , in so 

m any little  sch o o ls , and b ig .

We stay ed  ju st  a  sh ort while at the reception , punch and co o k ies . I had 

g lim p se d  out in the aud ience M a r g a re t  Ann, Lyndon®s cou sin , and w as so 

so rry  I didn 't get to see  h er,

I had a lso  hoped to see  Ava, although b ecau se  of a  h eart a ttack  s h e wa s  

not at a l l  su re  she would be able to com e. And in the d is tance th ere had 

been B ecky , perky , p retty  and v ery , v e ry  thin - they a r e  down fo r  the 

wedding Satur day night o f  T r e m a n  F a w c e tt ' s  daughte r .
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Sug M uller a nd h er three son s had driven  out from  A ustin , ju st  

to g lim p se  u s , which w as a l l  it am ounted to.

B ack  a t the ranch w e  had a  late  sn ack , a n d  a v e ry  reaso n ab le  bedtim e,

S


