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We slep t del ic io u sly  la te * and then drove around w i th the Goodwin s  

he had com e down from  W ashington with u s  (or ra th er from  New Y ork , in 

h is tu x  at the sudden invita tion of Lyndon) and with J e s s e ,  to the L ew is 

p la ce , where we m et A, W. and drove over to the L ogan  ranch . V ery  

seldom  on a ro ad ,

I s t i l l  think h o w  s trange i t m us t seem  to c ity  d w elle rs , to s im ply 

light out through the b ru sh, in a  L in coln  C ontinental. A. W ,’ s the 

re so u rc e fu l d r iv e r  of good ju d g m e n t  w h ich cau sed  him to give a  long 

pause  a s  we sta r te d  down into a  dip which ju st  muddy e nough fo r  u s to g e t 

stuck  in, or m aybe we could m ake it. We decided to take a  ca lcu la ted  r i sk  - 

we gunned it , we ro a re d  in trying to get enough traction  to mount the s teep 

opposite bank, our w heels began  to sp in , we got h o p e le ssly  stuck . The m en 

got out and talked , and planned, and pushed, while M rs, Goodwin and I went 

up and lay  on a  bank, and w atched the blue sky with the b u z z a rd s c irc lin g , 

and laugh/ed and laughed a t th is h ila r io u s situation . F in a lly , we w alked b ack 

a c r o s s  the di p, gave it  up a s  a  bad  job , got in the se c r e t  se rv ic e  c a r  and 

ca lle d  from  the talking m achine t o  one of the E a r ly  b o y s, who w as building 

a  ro ad , and a  p iece  of heavy m ach in ery  c lo se  b y  t o  com e and pull it out.

Then we drove on into Johnson C ity  and v is ite d  L u c ia , I a sk e d  her to 

com e to W ashington fo r  one of  the State d in n ers, p re fe ra b ly  the one on the 

30th, o r  m aybe the one on the 12th fo r  the E rh a rd s , she and B irg e  and B ecky, 

But she sa id  no, she didn’ t c a re  fo r that so r t  of thing. If she could help , if 

she w as needed, she would, but she*d  ra th er not. ' We talked without m uch
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re su lt , about what u se  we can  put the house to. It a l l b o ils  down to the 

fac t that what we la ck  i s  s ome m oving c ommunity sp ir it ,  som e p e rso n  

with id e a s  and judgem ent to take it ov er.

B ecky looks v e ry  p retty , I hope she does get to com e to W ashington 

som etim e while we a re  h e re , perh ap s with the Bobbi t s

We voted ab sen tee  return ed  to the ranch  by chopper, and had a 

4;30 lunch.

This h as been the m o st unroutine w e e k e n d , no m ea l a t the p ro p er 

tim e.

And then, I went driv ing aga in  - it se e m s  I ju st  can 't get enough -  took 

M r s .  Goodwin a nd L iz  with m e, and went up to M rs . W ein heim er's to talk

about getting som e day l i l ie s  from  h e r  f o r  the r a nch in the fa ll .  And on 

up to s e e  Jewel M alachek. The fo rem an ’ s house is  s im ply charm ing now.
j

A s we drove b ack , heavy clouds w ere ro lling in, and it looked like ra in  

w as ab so lu te ly  in ev itab le , I w ondered how on earth  we w ere going to get 

in to the cerem on y in A ustin , ' in  the h e lico p ter .

And su re  enough, about 7 o*c lock  L y ndon cam e in say ing that the 

w eather w as u n sa fe fo r  fligh t, that we would have to p lan  on driv in g. M ost 

b le s se d  s ight in the w orld   ra in  in the ran ch countryl

So we drove in with J e s s e  a n d  M ary M arg are t and Ja c k , the ra in  lash in g 

u s n early  ev ery  s tep of the way. What an awful tim e they m u st have been  

having. D r. R ansom  and everybody in ch arge  of  it. They had planned on 

having the c e rem ony out on the M all, right on the U n iversity  cam p u s, in 

front of the m ain  building, where there w as room  fo r 16, 000 people .
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They'd  even m oved som e of the sh rubbery  to m ake m ore room , and 

the tower w as going to be lit  up oran ge . And now it would have to be 

m oved into M ayor Tom M ille r 's  m e m o ria l auditorium  which s e a ts  only 

7, 000.

We h eard  la te r  that the m inute the ra in  began  to com e up, there w as 

a  g re a t  r u sh of c a r s  a c r o s s  the b rid ge , everybody trying to file  in. ^

o u r se lv e s  m ade a  stop by 480, our fa m ilia r  h ead q u arters  during I960 

when I w as working on K T B C  building. And when we a r r iv e d  at the Austin 

M e m o ria l aud itorium , that fu tu ristic  bubble of gl a s s  b esid e  the r iv e r  which 

I never see  without thinking of Tom M ille r , who planned ahead for this c ity , 

who loved  it. A ll the confusion w as under control .

T here w ere 1800 rece iv in g  B ach e lo r  of A rts and 175 M a ste r 's  D e g re e s, 

and 100 D octoral D e g re e s ;  th ese , in their cap s and gow ns, we re  se a ted down 

fron t. And on the s ta g e , a ll the T ex a s  b ig b r a s s ,  beginning with John 

Connally; A ttorney Gene r a l  W agner C a r r ;  Speaker B yron  Tunnelf Senator 

Ralph Y arborough ; a l l  the heads of the d ifferen t sch oo ls of the U n iv ersity  

En gin eerin g, L aw , B u s in e ss  A d m in istration  and Fine A r t s ,

B ill  H eath, cha irm an  of the B o ard  of R egen ts, looking v ery  handsom e 

and im p re ss iv e  in h is ro b e s , p rin cip a lly  in ch arge , along with D r. R an som , 

the C h an cello r, of  c o u rse .

B ill  W hite's b ro th er i s  head of the C ollege  of B u sin e ss  A dm in istration , 

and A lton  Burdine i s  Dean of the C ollege  of A rts  and S c ien c e s , He wa s in 

school when I w as. And Paige Keaton of the School of Law , who h as added 

a  lo t of sta tu re  to the U n iv ersity  I  think.
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O urs w ere the third and fourth  honorary  d e g re e s  to be co n ferred  by 

the Un iv ers ity  of T e x a s , s ince it w as founded back  in 1883, I think. They 

had p resen ted  m e with a beau tifu l b lack  robe, with wide bands of snow white 

velvet on it, fo r m y D octor of L e t te r s .

All the B a c h e lo rs  of A rts and M a ste r s D e g re e s, w ere given en m asse  

and a ll those getting a  ce rta in  type w ere a s ked to r i s e  in a  body - only the 

D o c to r a l  D egrees w ere given out one by one, and it w as then, a s  those 100 

filed  a c r o s s  the s ta g e , that you re a lly  saw  what a  d iv erse  U n iversity ours 

i s .

Of their 600 F o re ig n  Students s o m any a re  taking p o st-g rad u ate  work* 

Such n am es a s  Around C h ristian  S c h a rm e r  Hong Lang O ie Jung Sia, W han  

Chin,  F aud  Whakhim, F a u sie  P edetz Z h reb a-san ; not to m ention M ustafa  

e l Sahib Shahlida and U cife U ahshe, spoke of m any fo re ign  lan d s, with a  

g re a t  p repon deran ce  o n the hot d e s se r t  coun tr ie s ,  a l l  so r t s  of A rab s 

co u n trie s.

Then cam e the p resen ta tio n  of the honorary  d e g r e e s , I am  delighte d 

to say , by B ill  Heath,

In Lyndon’ s c itation , there w as a  lin e , " , , , a s  the re a lm s  of  h is  own 

se rv ic e  widen, h is  ro o ts in h is native h ills  went d eep er. " ,  that I loved 

e sp ec ia lly .

I m u st sa y  , / l ' m m ighty im p re s se d  to have re c e iv e d one f r om m y 

beloved U n iversity ,

Lyndon*s s peech , long la b o re d over,(H e w as v a stly  d is s a t is f ie d  with i t

THE W HITE HO U SE
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right up until the v e r y end), turned out a l r i ght, I think. I p a rtic u la r ly  

liked  the line . ,  the only way we can hope to deal with the population 

exp losion  i s  with a knowledge exp losion . "

And then h i s accen t on unity, of which T exas i s  very  much in need.

He sa id  "One of the g rea t ta sk s  of p o litica l le a d e rsh ip  i s  to m ake the 

people aw are that they sh a re  a  fundam ental unity of in te r e s t ,  p u rp o se 

and b e lie f, I am going to try  to do th is, and on the b a s i s  of th is unity,

I intend to try  and ach ieve a  b ro ad  national co n cen su s, which can  end 

obstruction  and p a r a ly s i s ,  and lib e rate  the en erg ie s  of the nation fo r  the 

w ork of the fu tu re , "

When it w as ov er we went in to take off our ro b es , and I saw  John 

and N ellie , and with the f i r s t  tim e John usin g h is  righ t handr'^t^ shake 

hands s ince the a s s a s s in a t io n  of P re s id e n t Kennedy.

We went on to the C om m odore P e r r y  H otel, w here the R ansom s w ere 

having a  recep tion , with about 1200 people p re se n t, and stood in line shaking 

hands although no rece iv in g  line w as planned. We sim p ly  so r t  of  got trappe d 

into a c u l-d e - sa c  and found o u rse lv e s  su r ro unded.

Among those w ere Abby and Ewing Thom ason - he*s one of the two 

o ld est g rad u ate s  of the U n iv ersity , having grad uated  in 1900 f r om law  

school, Abby s t i l l  looks young, d arlin g , ch ipper.

T here w ere m ore people there I know */and re a lly  want to talk  to, for a

sco re  of fo lk s in n early  any crow d. C h an cellor R ansom  c a lle d  a halt to it 

a fte r  about an hour, to p re sen t u s with som e b r a s s  v a se s  and a  b r a s s  urn.
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which w ere fash ioned  from  lighting fix tu re s  in sta lled  in the L ib r a ry  in 

1933, the y e ar  I re ce iv e d  m y f i r s t  d egree .

We went u p s ta ir s , a n d at long la s t ,  11;30, had dinner, but that’ s 

quite in keeping with the hours for m e a ls  of th is whole weekend, with 

ju st  the Goodwins , L iz ,  Buzz  M ary Ma r g a r e t  and Ja c k , and J e s s e ,  

and Lynda and the s e c r e ta r ie s .

And then by chopper to the ranch , with the w e a th e r  once m ore c le a r  
}

and only s ix  tenth'^of an inch having fa llen . I lo s t  that bet that there would 

be at le a s t  an in c h ,, ,

And a  re aso n ab le  one o’ c lo ck  b e dtim e .


