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W e d n e s d a y ,  June 3, 1964 P a g e  1

A  day  o f  g r a d u a t io n  e x e r c i s e s .

L y n d o n  le f t  in  the m o r n in g  to g o  and  s p e a k  to the C o a s t  G u a r d  A c a d e m y  

at N ew  L o n d o n ,  C o n n e c t ic u t  and I ga ve  the c o m m e n c e m e n t  a d d r e s s  at 

G e o r g e t o w n  V is i t a t io n  P r e p a r a t o r y  S c h o o l  f o r  B e th  Jenkins  g ra d u a t io n .

G e o r g e t o w n  V is i t a t io n  is  the s e c o n d  o ld e s t  C a th o l i c  g i r l s  s c h o o l  in  

the c o u n t r y .  In a s m a l l  a u d ito r iu m  in a b u i ld in g  that i s  165 y e a r s  o ld ,  

th e re  w a s  stan d in g  r o o m  o n ly .  I w a s  g la d  to see  M a r j o r i e  and W a lte r  

in  the f r o n t  r o w ,  w ith  B e th ’ s beau and L u c i .

I w a s  m e t  at the f r o n t  d o o r  b y  S i s t e r  R o b e r t a ,  w h o , b e c a u s e  she b e lo n g s  

&to a C l o i s t e r e d  0 r d e r ,  ca n n o t  a c tu a l ly  c o m e  o u ts id e .

N e a r ly  a l l  the t e a c h e r s  w e r e  Nuns and on  the s ta g e  I sat w ith  A r c h b is h o p  

John  S p e n c e .

T h e  g r a d u a te s  in  th e ir  w h ite  d r e s s e s ,  l o n g ,  and the b ig  b o u q u e ts  o f r e d  

r o s e s ,  c a m e  f i l in g  in ,  lo o k in g  so  f r e s h  and p r e t t y .  T h is  w a s  the f i r s t  t im e  

I h a d  e v e r  s e e n  B eth  l i s t e d  a s  E l iz a b e t h  Anna J en k in s .  A l s o  in  the c l a s s  

w a s  L y n d a  Jean  M o n to y a ,  the d a u g h ter  o f  C o n g r e s s m a n  and M r s .  M o n to y a  

o f  N ew  M e x i c o .

It w a s  a b o u t  a C p lu s  s p e e c h  a c t u a l ly ,  but I l ik e d  the p a r t  a bou t  th e ir  

m a k in g  t h e ir  u l t im a te  o b je c t i v e  n ot  the k ind o f  s u c c e s s  that i s  m e a s u r e d

IIb y  p r o m o t i o n ,  r e w a r d s  and a f f lu e n c e .  S u c c e s s  is  not a lw a y s  in  g e t t in g ,  it 

i s  m o r e  o f te n  g iv in g .  It d o e s  not c o n s i s t  o f  w hat w e  do but r a th e r  what 

w e  a r e .  S u c c e s s  i s  not  a lw a y s  an a c c o m p l i s h m e n t ,  it  c a n  b e  a sta te  o f  m in d .

T h e  q u ie t  d ig n ity  o f  a h o m e ,  the r e la t io n s h ip  o f  the in d iv id u a ls  in  that h o m e .
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A n d  then s o m e th in g  that I l ik e  to a c c e n t .  The fa c t  that w o m e n  today  

a r e  c a l l e d  on  to p la y  a r o le  u n p a r a l l e le d  s in c e  f r o n t i e r  t im e s .  In th ose  

d a y s ,  she  s e r v e d  a s  w i f e s t e a ch e r*  p h y s i c ia n ,  and o fte n  c o m m u n i t y  

l e a d e r  in h e r  s e t t le m e n t  tow n.

A nd then th e r e  w e r e  s o m e  s p e c i f i c s  a bou t  the s u m m e r .  I w an ted  them  

to do  an yth in g  e x c e p t  v e g e t a t e ,  a lth ou g h  i t ' s  g o o d  to v e g e ta te  f o r  ju s t  a 

l i t t le  but not the w h o le  s u m m e r  lo n g .  P e r h a p s  they  m ig h t  ge t  p a r t  t im e  

j o b s ,  l ik e  m y  d a u g h e r ,  L u c i ,  o r  m a y b e  do s o m e  c o m m u n i t y  w o r k ,  l ik e  go 

dow n  to the U rb a n  S e r v i c e  C o r p s  w h e r e  M r s .  A nnette  R e a d  w o u ld  g la d ly  

s ig n  them  u p ,  a s  a r e a d in g  a id  f o r  c h i ld r e n ,  o r  a s  a l i b r a r y  h e l p e r .

In sp ite  o f  its  b e in g  o n ly  C p lu s ,  W a lte r  and M a r j o r i e  l o o k e d  p l e a s e d  

and that w a s  the m a in  thing I w a s  th e re  f o r ,  a s  a su b st itu te  f o r  L y n d o n .

T h en  the a w a r d in g  o f  d i p l o m a s ,  the B is h o p  ga ve  e a c h  g i r l  h e r  d ip lo m a  

and v e r y  o f t e n  a  p e r s o n al  r e m a r k  to e a c h  o n e ,  s o m e th in g  a bou t  " A r e n ’ t you  

the d a u g h ter  o f  . . . "  o r  p e r h a p s  " I  r e m e m b e r  y o u r  g o o d  g r a n d m o t h e r . "  

T h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  o f  f a m i l i e s  th e re  w h o  a tten d ed  G e o r g e t o w n  V is i t a t io n  f o r  

t h r e e  g e n e r a t io n s .

E a c h  g i r l  c u r t s i e d  and  k i s s e d  h is  r in g  w hen  she r e c e i v e d  h e r  d ip lo m a .  

W hen it c a m e  t im e  f o r  B e th ,  he h a n d ed  it  to m e  and I r o s e  and gave  

it  to B e th .

A f t e r  the g r a d u a te s  h ad  a l l  f i l e d  out, e v e r y b o d y  w e n t  out in to  the R o s e  

G a r d e n ,  a b la z e  w ith  l o v e l y  r e d  r o s e s  and fu l l  o f  p r o u d  p a r e n t s .  I m e t  a l l  

the g r a d u a te s  that I c o u ld ,  h ad  m y  p i c t u r e  taken w ith  B eth  and  fa m i l y ,  w ith  

L y n d a  M o n to y a  and f a m i ly ,  a nd  s ig n e d  in n u m e r a b le  a u to g r a p h s  f o r  g r a d u a te s
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and g u ests , ^

And then I le f t L uci behind to stay  and have lunch w ith W alter and
i

M arjo rie  and B ill I^iMlBe, and re tu rn ed  to the White House fo r  w ork on 

m ail.

A ctually , th is tu rned  out to be a good day fo r being a m o th e r because  

i t  w as m y good fo rtune  to encounter Luci in  the ha ll, about 7 o 'c lo ck  ju s t 

a s  she w as going to have a da te l  j   ̂ go^titem  to s it  down and

talk  to m e fo r about an  hour o r perhaps lo n g er. Îh&d w anted to draw

into the fam ily  c irc le  and lis te n  to h im , and try  to m ake him  fee l a t hom e. 

I know it  m ean s m o re  to Luci than ju st about anything 1 C e in  do fo r h e r .

Ida M ay €^ inesays a  m o th e r 's  job is  to l is te n  and som e the b e s t 

lis ten ing  that 1 do is  to L uci, although som etim es it takes h e r  an awful 

long tim e to get to the point. She can be deep, in tu itive , and such an 

appealing com bination of needful child, and f lir ta tio u s  fem ale , o ld e r than 

E ve. Any hour I snatch with h e r is  one w ell spent.

Lyndon dam  e in  fo r a very  late  d inner about 10:30, and  then h is  

m assiv e  dose of night read ing .

# # # # # # # # # #




