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T h is  w a s  a day  im p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  o f  the p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  A d a m  S i lv e r .

It b e g a n  with w o r k in g  w ith  E r i c  G o ld m a n  on  the l e t t e r  that I w i l l  s ig n  

that w i l l  b e  put in  the f r o n t  o f  the n ew  a d dit io n  o f  the W hite H ou se  gu ide  b o o k .  

T h e n  m  any c h o r e s  and lu n ch  in r o o m .

A n d  then at 5 o ' c l o c k  to the E a s t  R o o m  f o r  the A d a m  S i lv e r  r e c e p t i o n .

T h is  is  a d a y  s ig n i f i c a n t  b e c a u s e  it  m a r k s  the r e tu r n  to the W hite H ou se  

 o f  the m o s t  im p o r ta n t  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  the f i r s t  P r e s i d e n t  to l iv e  

h e r e ,  John  A d a m s .  A nd it  i s  im p o r ta n t  to m e  b e c a u s e  i t ’ s the m o s t  h i s t o r i c  

thing to c o m e  h e r e  s in c e  m y  o c c u p a n c y .

The 80 o d d  g u e s t s  w e r e  an in t e r e s t in g  a s s e m b l a g e  a s  I w a lk e d  in to  the 

E a s t  R o o m .  T h e  d o n o r  i s  M r .  M a r k  B o r tm a n  o f  A u s t in ,  and in t e r e s t in g ly  

e n o u g h r'^he c a m e  to k n ow  L y n d o n ,  then S e n a to r  J oh n son ,  a g o o d  m a n y  y e a r s  

a g o  and b e c a u s e  he w a s  h e a d  o f  the j Pe o p le - t o -P e o p le  p r o g r a m ,  got  to know

h im  b e t t e r  w h en  B a s h ir  -A h m e d , the c a m e l  d r i v e r  c a m e  o v e r  h e r e  at L y n d o n 's  

s u g g e s t i o n ,  and the Pe o p le - t o - Pe o p le  p r o g r a m  s p o n s o r e d  h is  t r ip .

T h e r e  w e r e  13 m e m b e r s  of the A d a m s  fa m i l y  p r e s e n t  in c lu d in g  M r .  and 

M r s .  John  Q u in c y  A d a m s ,  and M r .  and M r s .  T h o m a s  B o y l s t o n  A d a m s ,  and  

I fo u n d  out l a t e r  not  a l l  the A d a m s '  w e r e  p r e s e n t !   W e ’ d in v i t e d  the 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  d e le g a t io n  in  C o n g r e s s  and a g r e a t  m a n y  o f  them  c a m e ,  h e a d e d  

b y  S en a tor  S a l t o n s ta l l ,  and s o m e  f iv e  o r  s ix  o t h e r s .

M r s .  K ath er in e  D r in k e r  B o w e n ,  the h i s t o r ia n ,  w a s  th e r e ;  and a l s o  the L y m a n  

B u t t e r f i e ld s ,  he i s  e d i t o r  o f  the A d a m s  p a p e r s ;  and the C l i f f o r d  S h ifto n s ,  h e ’ s
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d i r e c t o r  o f  the A m e r i c a n  A n t iq u a r ia n  S o c ie t y ;  and M is s  A l i c e  W in c h e s t e r ,  

e d i t o r  o f  A n tiq u e  M a g a z in e ,  s o m e th in g  M r s .  J o h n so n  u s e d  to l o v e  to r e a d .

F r o m  the c o m m it t e e  f o r  the P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  the W hite H o u s e ,  I w as  duly 

i m p r e s s e d  and  g r a t e fu l  to h a ve  M r .  H e n r y  d u P on t  th e r e ;  and  A l i c e  B r o w n ;  

and M r s .  M a r s h a l l  F i e ld ,  f o r  h e r  f i r s t  m e e t in g  w ith  us; and the S. D il lo n  

R ip l e y s  o f  the S m ith s o n ia n ;  a s  w e l l  a s  the John W a lk e r s  o f  the N ation a l 

G a l l e r y  o f  A r t ;  and B i l l  W a l t o n  o f  the Fine A r t s  C o m m it t e e .

T h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  o ld  f r i e n d s  w h o  ju s t  h a p p e n e d  to b e  in  tow n to -  W i l l i s

H u r s t ,  w h o 's  o u r  h o u s e  g u e s t ;  B e s s  P o r te r  P a r m e n te r  a n d  . h e r  n ew  h u sb a n d ,

up f r o m  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F l o r i d a ,  t o  v i s i t  h e r  d a u g h te r ,  and I  s o  h a p p y  that 

I c o u ld  h ave  h e r  h e r e  w h en  s o m e th in g  w a s  go in g  on . She l o o k s  v e r y  h a p p y . 

A nd  m y  n e ig h b o r  f o r  18 y e a r s ,  D r .  O. E . R e a d ,  w h o  b r o u g h t  h is  d a u g h te r ,  

R o s a l i e  w ith  h im ,  s in c e  M r s .  R e a d  i s  out o f  tow n.

  A n d  M a r y  N a sh  S co tt  w h o 's  v i s i t in g  f r o m  A u st in .

T h e  g o ld  c h a i r s  w e r e  a r r a n g e d  in  the fa m i l ia r  s e m i - c i r c l e ,  the A d a m s ’ 

on  the f r o n t  r o w  o n  one  s id e  and  the B o r t m a n s ,  M r .  and  M r s ,  B o r t m a n  and 

th e ir  d a u g h ter  and s o n - i n - l a w  on  the o t h e r .  A nd the u r n  i t s e l f ,  b e a u t i fu l ly  

d i s p la y e d  a g a in s t  the b a c k g r o u n d  o f  b la c k  v e lv e t ,  on  a stand  r ig h t  b e l o w  the 

p o d iu m  f o r  a l l  to a d m i r e .

I b e g a n  b y  w e l c o m i n g  e v e r y b o d y  and in t r o d u c in g  M r .  M a r k  B o r tm a n ,
I

w h o s e  s e n s e  o f  h i s t o r y  and  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  s p i r i t ,  had  p r o m p t e d  the c e r e m o n y .

H is  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w a s  r e a l l y  t e r r ib l y  s w e e t .  He n o te d  the s i m i la r i t y  in the careers 
o f  the f i r s t  ^

/   o c c u p a n ts  o f  the W hite  H o u se  a n d  the p r e s e n t  o c c u p a n ts .  John  A d a m s  and

in  the c a r e e r s
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L y n d o n  J o h n s o n  c a m e  f r o m  h o m e s  that c r e a t e d  in  th e m  a g r e a t  s tre n g th  

o f  c h a r a c t e r  and a s t r o n g  d e s i r e  f o r  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n .  B oth  m e n  h a d  the 

a d v a n ta g e  o f  g e n te e l  but h a r d  e c o n o m i c  s t r in g e n c y s u n d e r  d i f f i c u l t  c o n d i t io n s  

in  a c q u i r in g  edu ca tion s-;  they  b o th  h ad  that c h a r a c t e r  w h ich  e n a b le d  them  to 

b e c o m e  g o o d  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s ,

John  A d a m s  d e v o t e d  a l l  o f  h is  l i f e  in  the s e r v i c e  to h is  c o u n t r y ,  as
/ /

L y n d o n  J o h n so n  n ow  i s  d o in g .

I w a s  t h r i l l e d  b y  what he s a id  and  to u ch e d .

The u r n  h a d  b e e n  p u r c h a s e d  b y  John A d a m s  w h en  he s e r v e d  a b r o a d  a s  

ou r  c o u n t r y ’ s e n v o y  and then  b e c a m e  one o f  the f i r s t  im p o r ta n t  p i e c e s  o f  

c e r e m o n i a l  s i l v e r  u s e d  b y  the s e c o n d  P r e s id e n t  and h is  w i f e * / in  the W hite 

H o u se  i t s e l f .  It has  the in i t ia l s  J. A .  A .  -  John  A b ig a i l  A d a m s .  It had  

b e e n  p a s s e d  d ow n in  the A d a m s  f a m i ly  u n t il  20 y e a r s  a g o ,  w h en  it  w as  

p u r c h a s e d  b y  a d e a le r  in  N ew  Y o r k ,  w h o  in  turn  s o ld  it  to the B o r t m a n s * 

and th ey ,  m o v e d  b y  the s i g n i f i c a n c e  the W hite H o u se  i s  n o w  a c q u ir in g ,  and 

I think a l i t t le  b y  h is  l ik in g  f o r  L y n d o n ,  w e r e  re tu rn in g  i t r  a s  a g i f t ^ t o  the 

H o u s e  w h e r e  it  w a s  u s e d  in  1800.

In a c c e p t in g  it I to ld ,  w hat I h o p e d  w as  a h u m o r o u s  s t o r y ,  that n o t  a l l  

the g i f t s  that c a m e  to the W hite  H o u s e ^ w e r e  as  r e le v a n t  to its  h i s t o r y  as 

th is ,  and  d e s c r i b e d  the g ift  f r o m  a fa r  a w a y  Sultan 125 y e a r s  a g o ,  to h is

E x c e l l e n c y  M a rt in  V an  B u r e n ,  P r e s id e n t  o f  the U n ited  S tates  o f  N orth  A m e r i c a ,

\\
w h ic h  in c lu d e d  tw o h o r s e s  w ith  th e ir  g r o o m ,  a b o t t le  o f  A tta r  o f  R o s e s ,  f iv e
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d e m i jo h n s  o f  R o s e  w ater*  one g o ld  m o u n te d  s w o r d ,  one b o t t le  o f  d ia m o n d s ,

1/
and one b o x  o f  m i x e d  p e a r l s  and d ia m o n d s .

A nd  then sp e a k in g  o f  the w o m a n  to w h om  this c o f f e e  u r n  b e l o n g e d ,  I 

q u o te d  a l e t t e r  that she  w r o t e  in  N o v e m b e r  o f  1800 to h e r  s i s t e r ,  M r s .

C r a n c h ,  w h en  she f i r s t  m o v e d  i n t o  the W hite  H o u s e .

" T h i s  h o u s e  i s  tw ice  a s  b ig  a s  ou r  m e e t in g  h o u s e  in  Q u in c y .  I b e l i e v e  

the g r e a t  h a l l  i s  a s  b ig .  I 'm  s u r e  i t ' s  tw ice  as  l o n g .  Cut y o u r  c o a t  a c c o r d i n g  

to y o u r  c l o t h .  But this h o u s e  i s  b u i lt  f o r  a g e s  to c o m e .  T he e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

n e c e s s a r y  i s  a tax w h ich  ca n n o t  b e  b o r n e  b y  the p r e s e n t  s a la r y  -  n o b o d y  ca n  

f o r m  an id e a  o f  it but th ose  w h o  c o m e  in to  i t .  N ot one r o o m  o r  c h a m b e r  is  

f in is h e d  o f  the w h o le .  It i s  m a d e  h a b ita b le  b y  f i r e s  in  e v e r y  p a r t ,  t h ir t e e n  

o f  w h ic h  / w e  a r e  o b l ig e d  to k e e p  d a i ly ,  o r  s l e e p  in  w e t  o r  d a m p  p l a c e s . '*

A n d  y e t ,  in  sp ite  o f  a l l  th e se  p r o b l e m s ,  A b ig a i l  A d a m s ’ g r a c i o u s  m a n n e r ,  

c o u p le d  w ith  su ch  p r e c i o u s  e x a m p le s  o f  h o u s e h o ld  fu r n is h in g s  a s  w e a r e

p r e s e n t e d  tod a y  c o m b in e  to o f f e r  h e r  h u s b a n d 's  g u e s t s  an  a t m o s p h e r e  o f
//

c o m p le t e  c h a r m  and h o s p i t a l i t y .

A n d  then I in t r o d u c e d  M r .  T h o m a s  B o y le s t o n  A d a m s ,  the P r e s id e n t  o f  

the M a s s a c h u s e t t s  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie t y ,  w h ic h  w a s  fo u n d e d  b e f o r e  this h o u s e  

w a s  e v e n  b u ilt  b a c k  in  1791 , and  he is  a d e s c e n d a n t  o f  b o th  the A d a m s  P r e s i d e n t s .  

H e 1s a g r e a t ,  g r e a t ,  g r e a t  g r a n d s o n  o f  John A d a m s  and he  ga ve  us a d e l ig h t fu l  

l i t t le  ta lk .
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He s a id  that he  w a s  d e l ig h te d  that the u r n  h ad  c o m e  to the W hite H ou se  

w h e r e  it b e l o n g e d  but he w a s  s u r p r i s e d  that any o f  the s o - c a l l e d  f a m i ly  

l o o t  w a s  on  the l o o s e ,  s in c e  the fa m i ly  had  r e l e g a t e d  the h i s t o r i c  p o s s e s s i o n s

I r e a l l y  thought th ey  w e r e  m o s t  a b a s h e d  that s o m e b o d y  had  s o ld  it  20 

y e a r s  a g o .

T h e n  he r e g a le d  us w ith  ta le s  o f  A b ig a i l  and  John A d a m s ,  f r o m  the 

A d a m s  f a m i l y  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  and p r e s e n t e d  m e  w ith  two v o lu m e s  o f  it ,  

f o r  m y  ow n  p e r s o n a l  l i b r a r y .

H is  s p e e c h  w a s  a b i t  w r y  and r a th e r  a m u s in g .  I w o u ld  l o v e  to h a ve  

a tou r  o f  that h o u s e  in  Q u in c y  w ith  h im ,  and he m o s t  p a r t i c u la r ly  a s k e d  m e

T h e  S tr o l l in g  S tr in g s  m a de b a c k g r o u n d  f o r  u s  a s  w e w e n t  in to  the 

State D in ing  R o o m  f o r  r e f r e s h m e n t s .  It w a s  a v e r y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a f t e r n o o n

f o r  m e  c e r t a in ly ,  a n d  I h o p e  f o r  the B o r tm a n s  and f o r  the A d a m s .

One o f  the M r s .  A d a m s ,  h a d  on  a quaint h ad  that t ied  u n d er  the ch in .  

L a t e r  on  s o m e o n e  to ld  m e  that she  s a id  it  w as  r e a l l y  qu ite  an  o ld  one  f r o m  

s e v e r a l  g e n e r a t io n s  b a c k ,  that she had  b r o u g h t  dow n in  a b o x  e s p e c i a l l y  

f o r  this o c c a s i o n .  It i s  d e l ig h t fu l  to s e e  s o m e o n e  s o  s e c u r e  in  fa m i ly  

p r e s t i g e  t hat they  c a n  a c tu a l ly  d r e s s  a s  they  p l e a s e .  I r a th e r  l ik e  it .

A l s o ,  it r e m in d s  m e  o f  A l i c e  B r o w n 's  jo k e  a bou t  s o m e o n e  w h o  a s k e d  a 

t y p ic a l  o ld  B o s t o n  d o w a g e r ,  " W h e r e  do  you  b u y  y o u r  h a t s . "  T h e  d o w a g e r  

l o o k e d  at h e r  r a th e r  p e r p le x e d  and s a id ,  " B u y  h a ts !  We h ave  o u r  h a t s . "

to the Q u in c y  h o u s e  in  1925
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W h en  e v e r y b o d y  h ad  le f t ,  A l i c e  w ent u p s t a i r s  w ith  m e  a bou t  6 :3 0  

and s h o w e d  m e  a p i c t u r e  w h ic h  the N e ls o n  Waggner fa m i l y  w o u ld  b e  g la d  

to l e n d  to the W hite H o u se  o r  p o s s i b l y  g iv e  to it .  The  s ig n a tu re  in  the 

top r ig h t  h an d  c o r n e r  s a id  -  " T o  m y  f r ie n d  D e l o r e s  -  John  S. S a r g e n t . "

It ’ s o f  a v e r y  p r e t t y  w o m a n ,  I think an a c t r e s s ,  in  an e la b o r a t e ly  r u f f le d  

d r e s s .  I am  d e l ig h te d  at th is  r e s p o n s e ,  a n d  w e ll l  s e e  w hat the c o m m i t t e e  

h a s  to s a y .  I think v e r y  l ik e ly ,  s in c e  a John S a r g e n t  w as  ju s t  g iv e n  to 

the W hite  H o u se  a b ou t  two w e e k s  a g o  i n  m e m o r y  o f  John  K en n ed y ,  that 

w e ’ l l  ju s t  b o r r o w  th is  o n e  i f  that i s  the C o m m i t t e e ’ s w i s h e s .  But it is  

an  en ch a n t in g  p i c t u r e .

We ta lk e d  a bou t  I s a b e l l e ’ s n ew  b a b y ,  a b o y ,  T r a v i s  M a th is .  A l i c e  

and  G e o r g e  a r e  g o in g  to b e  out at H u n tlan ds f o r  a w e e k  o r  s o  a n d  she  w i l l  

b e  h e r e  -  they w i l l  -  f o r  the d in n e r  f o r  E r h a r d  on  the 12th.

L a t e r  I w en t  o v e r  to L y n d o n ’ s o f f i c e  and w e w ent out to the M a x  

F r i e d m a n ’ s h o u s e ,  v e r y  la te  in d e e d ,  f o r  d in n e r .  It w a s  a b ir th d a y  p a r ty  

f o r  B i l l  M o y e r s  w h o ’ s ju s t  tu rn in g  30.

T h e i r  h o u s e  is  r ig h t  n ex t  d o o r  to K a y  and P h i l  G r a h a m .  M r s .  M a x  

F r i e d m a n ’ s f i r s t  h u sb an d  w a s  th e ir  e d i t o r .  T h e r e  i s  a g l o r i o u s  b a c k  y a r d  

w ith  a v e r y  n o b le  t r e e  in  it .  The  ta b le s  w e r e  s p r e a d  on  the b a c k  p o r c h .  It 

w a s  s m a l l  c o m p a n y  o f  a bou t  20 -  M c G e o r g e  B u n d y s ,  the V a le n t is .

G o o d  ta lk , to a s t  to B i l l  and an  e a r l y  e v e n in g .  The - s tar t o f  the r i c h n e s s  

p e c u l i a r  to W a sh in g to n  and w hat I sh a l l  m i s s  m o s t  w h en  I l e a v e  h e r e .

MEMORANDUM

THE W H IT E  HOUSE



THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

T h u r s d a y ,  June 4 ,  1964 P a g e  7

I w e n t  to  b e d  th inking  h ow  l o v e l y  the u r n  l o o k e d  on the c a r d  tab le  in  

the G r e e n  R o o m ,  in  f r o n t  o f  the p i c t u r e  o f  o ld  P h i la d e lp h ia  -  and in  fa c t ,  

I w a n d e r e d  w hat John  A d a m s  w o u ld  think o f  it  b e c a u s e  it  w o u ld  n ow  b r in g  

a h a l f  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  -  o r  s o  I r e a d  in  B etty  B e a l e ' s c o lu m n .
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