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The d re a d e d  day a r r i v e d  when I w as to d e l iv e r  the b a c c a la u re a te

a d d r e s s  a t  R adc liffe .

I got in  about an h o u rs  w o rk  in the m o rn in g  b e fo re  leav ing  for the

a i r p o r t  w ith  L iz ,  On the p lane  th e re  w as Kenneth G a lb ra i th ,  one of the

m o s t  a t t r a c t iv e  m e n  I know. He cam e b ack  and ja c k -k n ife d  into a se a t

b e s id e  m e ,  folding up h is  s ix  fe e t  e igh t o r  th e re a b o u ts  and we ta lked

about India and what would happen  nex t,  and he gave m e a copy of h is

l a t e s t  book S co tch .

Once caugh t up in  the s t r e a m  of a  day like th is ,  a  day in  which th e re

is  co n s ta n t  a c t iv i ty ,  and e v e ry  h a lf  hou r you a r e  th ru s t  into con fro n ta tio n

with people  tha t you th ink a r e  s m a r t e r  than  you a r e ,  the d re a d  w ith  which

you faced  i t  h a s   to be r e le g a te d  to the b ackground . You s im p ly  put one

foot in  f ro n t  of the o ther and do the b e s t  you can .

At the a i r p o r t  G o v e rn o r  E nd ico tt  P eabody  and M rs .  P eabody , Toni ,

s m a r t ,  s p a rk ly ,  cap ab le ,  m e t  m e and  a l s o  M r s .  John C o llin s ,  the wife

of the M ayor,  they h ad  ju s t  b een  down to the I r i s h  d in n er  a  l i t t le  while

b e fo re .  And M rs ,  C a r l  G i lb e r t ,  who is  the c h a i rm a n  of the T r u s te e s

of R adc lif fe ,  M rs ,  G i lb e r t  was in  the c a r  with m e  going in , and  she sa id ,  

"You c e r ta in ly   gave a  love ly  tim e a  p a r t  of m y  fam ily ,  the A dam s, 

in  the White House no t long ago. " And then  added  som eth ing  like  th is ,

" I  suppose the younger l in e s  of the fam ily  w ere  not inc luded , such  a s  m in e ,"
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I gulped and sa id ,  " M r s ,  G i lb e r t ,  we could  not ju s t  find a l l  the m e m b e r s  of 

the A dam s fa m ily ,  and  so we a sk e d  the M a ss a c h u se t ts  H is to r ic a l  A s s o c ia -

tion fo r  the fam ily  l i s t .  As I r e c a l l ,  T h o m as  B o y l s t o n  A dam s h im se lf ,

is  h ead  of the M a s s a c h u s e t t s  H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia t io n ,  and we had  gone  by
(JU

w hat he gave u s . "  Anyhow, M rs .  G i lb e r t  is M rs .  A bigail A dam s G ilb e r t ,  

and I ex p ec t the s a m e  l i t t le  m is ta k e  c ro p s  up in a  lo t  of p la c e s .  But the 

only way to avo id  such, i s  to do ab so lu te ly  nothing.

O ur f i r s t  s top w as the g rad u a te  c e n te r  w h ere  I r e c o rd e d  b r ie f  e x c e rp ts  

f ro m  the b a c c a la u re a te  a d d r e s s  fo r  rad io  and te lev is io n .  And then  we 

w ent to P r e s id e n t  a n d  M ary  Bunting’s r e s id e n c e ,  7 6  B r a t t e  S tre e t ,  w here  

a s m a l l  g roup  of la d ie s  w e re  a s s e m b le d  fo r  a p r iv a te  luncheon  fo r  m e 

j inc lud ing  M rs ,  P ip p ity , M rs .  H u r ley ,  P r e s id e n t  of the A lum na A sso c ia t io n ;  

*
Dean B a r b a r a  Solom on, who h ad  ta lk ed  to us a t  the W hite House on the

c

R adcliffe  A rc h iv e s  a t  one of the W omen D o e r s  Luncheons; M rs ,  G ilb e r t ,  

and some  five o r  s ix  o th e r  D eans and o ff ic ia ls  of R adc liffe ,

It w as  a  c o m fo rta b le  old h o u se ,  qu ie tly  g en tee l  and aglow with 

b o o k s ; i t  a lm o s t  h a s  that s o r t  of a s s u r e d  look that i ts  occupan ts  have .

On w alking th rough  the g a rd e n s ,  we had  com e to a p r e t ty  founta in  and one 

of the la d ie s  had  to ld  m e , - ' ^  R adcliffe  w as w h ere  H elen  K e l le r  had  g ra d u a te d  

f ro m ,  and th is  founta in  w as a m e m o r ia l  to h e r .  The design^chosen  b e c a u s e ,„  

when she w as a v e ry  l i t t le  g i r l  and  deaf and  dumb and b lin d  h e r  fam ily  had  

engaged  a te a c h e r  to t ry  to get a c r o s s  to h e r  the m ean in g  of the w o rd s  and 

the te a c h e r  had  h e ld  h e r  hand u n d e r  the w a te r  in  a  foun ta in  a n d  had  som ehow

r
\
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o r  a n o th e r  g ot a c r o s s  the feeling* the m ean ing , the w ord  w a te r .  They 

sa id  that H elen K e l le r  l e a r n e d  to speak , bu t h e r  w o rd s  w ere  d ifficu lt to 

u n d e rs ta n d ,  A v e r y  im ag in a t iv e  m e m o r ia l  to h e r ,  I thought,
____

Then c a m e  the m o m e n t   d r iv e  to the M e m o r ia l  C h u rch  of H a rv a rd  

U n iv e rs i ty ,  w h ere  along the w ay I  s a w  the v e ry  fam ous  H a r v a rd  Y ard ,

In the m i n i s t e r ' s  s tudy  I  c h anged  to m y  beau tifu l b la c k  robe with the 

white v e lv e t  b a n d s  which the U n iv e rs i ty  of T exas  had  given m e  w ith m y  H o n o ra ry  

D octor of L e t t e r s  d e g re e  on May 30th, and jo ined  the p r o c e s s io n a l  in to  the 

s m a l l ,  qua in t,  h igh ce i l in g ed ,  r a th e r  ro coco  M e m o r ia l  C hurch .

I jo ined  the p r e a c h e r ,  the R e v e re n d  C h a r le s  P r i c e ,  D r, Bunting and 

M rs ,  G ilb e r t  on the r a i s e d  p o r t io n  r ig h t  below  the pu lp it  f o r  the b r ie f  and 

s im p le  s e rv ic e ;  the L o r d 's  P r a y e r ,  s e v e ra l  hym ns sung beau tifu lly  by the 

R adc liffe  C h o ra l  Socie ty , and  spen t m o s t  of the tim e e a g e r ly  s e a rc h in g  the 

faces ,  of the 250 o d d  g i r l s  to see  what i t  w as that m ad e  them  d iffe ren t  f rom  

and   s m a r t e r  than  m o s t  of the g i r l s ,  b e c a u se  th is  c e r ta in ly  is  O lym pian 

g round , in te l le c tu a l ly  speak ing , and I w as n e v e r  so  aw ed in m y life  by both  

aud ience  and  pu lp it .

P r e s e n t ly ,  with no in tro d u c tio n ,  I a r o s e ,  c l im b e d  up in to  the h igh  

pulp i t  and  r e a d  the sp e e c h  that I had  w orked  h a r d e r  on than  ju s t  about 

any o th e r .

One of the l in e s  I l ik e d  b e s t  w as  - R e m e m b e r , in  the m o s t  lo ca l
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r e a l i s t i c  t e r m s ,  tha t ed uca tion  is  a  loan  to be r e p a id  by gift of s e l f . "  The 

them e of the sp eech  w as*that a c tu a l ly ,  am id  a l l  the w o r r ie s  and u n c e r ta in t ie s  

and the p ro v o ca tiv e  d o c tr in e s  about the ro le  of the ed u ca ted  wom an today, 

a  quite  r e m a rk a b le  young w om an had  b een  e m e rg in g  in  the United S ta tes ,

She is  you r s i s t e r ,  your ro o m m a te ,  and  if you look c lo se ly  enough, p robab ly  

y o u rse lf .  She m ig h t  be c a l le d  the n a tu ra l  w om an, the com p le te  w om an.

She w ants  to b e ,  while being equally  involved , p re e m in e n t ly  a  w om an, a  wife, 

a  m o th e r ,  a  thinking c i t iz e n ,  I u rg e  you to e n te r  o u t le ts ,  not a s  the su p er  

wom an , bu t as  the to ta l  w om an, a n a tu ra l  w om an, a happy w om an. If you 

ach iev e  the p r e c io u s  b a la n c e  be tw een  w om ans d o m e stic  and  c iv il  l ife ,  you 

can  do m o re  fo r  z e s t  and  san ity  in  o u r  so c ie ty  and fo r  any o th e r  a c h ie v e m e n t ,"  

And then  I l i s t e d  a few sp e c i f ic s ,  b e s id e s  rep ay in g  the gift of educa tion  

by pouring  b ack  y o u r  e n e rg y  and  your in te l le c t  in to  y o u r  com m unity  schools  

and  your childrens^ s c h o o ls ,  I c a l le d  on them  to im p ro v e  the e s th e t ic s  of o u r  

c i t ie s  w h ere  70% of the people now live  and m o re  a r e  going to live in  the 

nex t two o r  th re e  d e c a d e s .

And th e n ,  th i rd ,  and th is  I think is  v e ry  im p o r ta n t :  t o  m ake  your fro n t 

line  of f r e e d o m  y o u r  f ro n t  do o r ,  tha t is  to r a i s e  happy, w e l l -b a la n c e d ,  l e v e l -

h ead ed  f a m i l ie s .

And la s t ly ,  a l i t t le  p itch  w h e r e  I 'v e  spen t so m uch  of m y  li fe ,  in  the 

w o r ld  of p o l i t ic s ,  b e c a u se  a lthough  the b ig g e s t  p e rc e n ta g e  of people  

e l ig ib le  to vote a r e  w om en, the b ig g e s t  p e rc e n ta g e  of people  who ac tu a l ly
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vote a r e  m e n ,  and th a t 's  no c r e d i t  to the w om en. Of c o u r s e ,  a  shining 

ex am ple  of som ebody w ho 's  b a la n c e d  th e i r  life  i s  th e i r  own M ary  Bunting, 

m o th e r  of four c h i ld re n ,  the P r e s id e n t  of th is  w onderfu l co lleg e ,  who only

re c e n t ly  h as  a c c e p te d  a p lace  Lyndon appoin ted  h e r  a s  a  m e m b e r  of the 

A tom ic E n e rg y  C o m m iss io n ,  I 'm  g lad  she p r a c t ic e s  what she p r e a c h e s .

T his  was a speech  for w hich m an y  had  given m e thoughts and  w o rd s .

B a r b a r a  W ard , M a r i a  M a n n e s  D r, David W rig h tsm a n , E r ic  G oldm an, 

and M ary  Bundy, I t r i e d  v e ry  h a r d  on i t .  When i t  w as  o v e r ,  the m a in  

thing I thought w a s ,  " I 'm  g lad  i t ' s  o v e r , ”

I s topped  out on the f ro n t  s te p s  of the c h u rc h  and shook hands with 

a s  m an y  of the g ra d u a te s  a s  c a m e  by . One lady  sa id  she had  a tten d ed  a 

g ra d u a tio n  a t  S w a r th m o re  fo r  a n o th e r  ch ild  y e s te rd a y ,  w h e re  Lyndon spoke, 

and  h e re  t o d a y  at t endi ng the g rad u a tio n  of h e r  d a u g h te r .  I to ld  h e r  

she w as expo sed  to double je o p a rd y  from  the Jo h n so n s .

It w as p le a s a n t  to see  K itty  G a lb ra i th  and M ary  Bundy, and m o s t  of 

a l l ,  to m e e t  the b eam in g  p a r e n ts  and  g ra n d p a re n ts .  When I ac tu a l ly  get 

down to talk ing  to the peop le , I  th ink tha t the gap be tw een  Karnack and C am b rid g e  

can  be b r id g e d ,  and  I 'm  not quite so in  awe of them .
s ite

We le f t  about 3:30 and  ju s t  h ad  tim e  to d r iv e  by the s i t e  a long the C h a r le s  

R iv e r  tha t h a s  b een  d ed ica ted  fo r  the Kennedy L ib r a r y ,  a  gift f ro m  H a rv a rd .

It w ill  be a  noble , p eacefu l se tt in g ,  I th ink, quite  in  com pany w ith  what i t  is
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in tended  to house ,

M rs .  C o ll in s ,  M rs ,  P eabody  a nd I got out and w alked  a ro u n d . They 

po in ted  out to m e  w h ere  P r e s id e n t  Kennedy u s e d  to live  w hen he went to 

schoo l a t  H a rv a rd ,  v e ry  c lo se  by.

And then to the a i r p o r t ,  and a two h o u r  flight to W ashington, a r r iv in g  

a t  6:30, on a lm o s t  a  Lyndon Johnson  sch ed u le ,  b e c a u se  th e re  w as a n o th e r  

big even t of the day, l i t t le  m o re  than an  hour aw ay -  the State D inner fo r  

P r im e  M in is te r  of D en m ark , Jen s  Otto K rag  and h is  beau tifu l  w ife , the 

D anish  m ovie  s t a r ,  H elle  K rag ,

On the way b ack , I s tu d ied  the g u es t  l i s t  and rev iew ed  the b io g ra p h ie s  

of the K ra g s ,  and t r i e d  to r e m e m b e r  the w onderfu l th ings that had  happened  

to m e  when I w as  in  D en m ark ,

Then w hen I got in  the c a r  a t  the a i r p o r t ,  I c a l le d  to m ak e  s u r e  that our 

h o u s e  g u es ts  w e re  sa fe ly  en sco n ced ,  W esley  and Neva W est in one su ite  on 

the th i rd  f lo o r ,  and r ig h t  a c r o s s  f ro m  them , M a r i a l len  and A, W. , w ith  

Will and M a ry  in  ad jo in ing  ro o m s .  And they a r e  the g u es ts  I am hoping 

v e ry  m u c h  w i l l  have the b e s t  tim e of a l l  fo r  the nex t th re e  o r  fou r  days .

B ack  a t the White H ouse , th e re  w as a quick change to w hat I think is  

m y m o s t  im p re s s iv e  d r e s s ,  a white faille by I re n e ,  w ith  som e gold pa rrementaris ,

a ro u n d  the top, A com b out, and then down s t a i r s  to the f ro n t  d o o r ,  with 

Lyndon in  a  white ja c k e t ,  to m e e t  the K ra g s  a t  five m in u te s  of e igh t.
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We w ent up to the Yellow Room with the K n u th -W in te rfe ld ts ,  th e ir  

A m b a s sa d o r ;  the B ill  B la i r s ,  who un til  r e c e n t ly  had  b een  our A m b a ssa d o r

to them - - and I w ondered  how they l ik e d  the change; Tom and M ary  C la rk ;  

Angie and Robin Duke; and  of c o u r se  V irg in ia  and  Dean Rusk; and D r, P au l  

F i s h e r ,  who is  th e i r  opposite  n u m b er  in  D enm ark .

In the exchange  of g i f ts  L y n d a  B ird  was so e a g e r  to show off the a b i l i t ie s  

of the ta lk ing  d o ll  f o r  th e i r  y e a r  and a h a lf  l i t t le  d au g h te r ,  A s t r id  H elene , 

and the hobby h o r s e  fo r  th e i r  son, tha t Lyndon and I could h a rd ly  get a w o rd  

in  edgew ays to p r e s e n t  o u r s ,  am ong which w as a b a rb eq u e  se t,  a wagon with 

g r i l l ,  i t  w a s ,  in tended  fo r  th e i r  co u n try  home w hich, we h e a r ,  they love 

ju s t  a s  m u ch  a s  we love the ra n c h .  And the nam e S keev rin  w as c a rv e d  on it.  

A lso , we h ad  a  tu rq u o ise  and s i lv e r  neck lace  f rom  the Hopi Indians of

A r izo n a ,  fo r  M rs .  K ra g - - o n e , I th ink, that we a c tu a l ly  took off the neck

of Lee U dall, b e c a u se  the one p lanned  d id n 't  quite tu rn  out r ig h t .

B e c a u se  the K ra g s  a r e  young and h a n d s o m e  and gay w e  had  p lanned  

i t  a s  a d in n er  dance w ith  P e t e r  Duchin, son  of the la te  Eddie Duchin, doing 

the m u s ic .  And for once Lyndon would have to say  tha t h is  d in n er  p a r tn e r  

and  h is  dancing p a r tn e r  w as the p r e t t i e s t  w om an in  the ro o m .

F ro m  the C ab ine t,  th e r e  w ere  the M c N a m a ra s  and  the F r e e m a n s ;  and 

fro m  the Senate , A bigail and  Gene M cC arth y , the M u sk ie s , and the P ro u ty s ,— - 

h e ’ s one of the n ic e s t  R ep u b lican s ;  and a lso  m y good f r ie n d s  the G e ra ld  

F o rd s  of M ichigan  f ro m  the House of R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  one of the b e s t  

m e m b e r s  tha t  the R ep u b lican s  have got.
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I w as  awfully g lad  to be able  to have G eorge and H elen Mahon of 

T e x a s ,

Thinking tha t th is  would be one of the m o s t  fun State D in n e rs ,  I had  

a sk e d  the W alte r  Jen k in s  and the T y le r  A bells ,  big a s s e t  in  dancing too.

F ro m  T e x a s ,  th e re  w ere  the W, S. B ellow s; the L loyd Bentsons, no 

couple in the room  m o re  c le a n  cu t and  b eau tifu l,  both  of them ; and th e ir  

Scand inav ian  b ack g ro u n d  m ad e  them  fit so w ell into th is  group; the H ow ard  

B u tts ;  the Gene C h a m b e rs ,  I thought th is  would be a  good one to have them 

b e c a u se  of the p r e s e n c e  of the W ests ;  the Leo  C o r r ig a n s ,  the 

T ho m p so n s; J a c k  V aughns; and of c o u rs e ,  the W ests  and the M o u rsu n d s ,

One of those  m o s t  r e sp o n s ib le  fo r  getting  D anish  d es ig n s  into this 

coun try ,  M r. J u e s t  Lunning, c h a i rm a n  of the B o a rd  fo r  D a n ish -A m e r ic a n  

T r a d e s  Council, w as  h e r e .  And V ic to r  B o rg e ,  the com ic  p ia n is t .  And 

m y  h an d so m e f r ie n d s  f ro m  the M e tro p o li tan  O p era  A sso c ia t io n ,  the Anthony 

B l i s s e s .  I a lw ays  th ink of My S is te r  E ileen  when I see  h e r .

F ro m  the p r e s s ,  th e re  w as Kay G rah am ; the M ark  C hilds ; the W alte r  

R idders; and  the J a m e s  R e s to n s .  And f ro m  the w o r ld  of TV, our  good 

f r ie n d s ,  the F r a n k  S tantons; and Nancy Henchm a n  D ick e rso n  and h e r  husband .

Among old f r ie n d s  w e re  the C la rk  C lif fo rd s ;  and having the b e s t  t im e of 

a l l ,  the young Ed W eis ls  f ro m  New Y ork.

And in  a  room  fu ll  of p re t ty  w om en, i t  would have been  h a r d  to find one 

^  a s  lovely  as  Luc i B a ines  Johnson  h e r s e l f .  This  w as the d in n er  to w hich I
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had  inv ited  h e r .  I had  p r o m is e d  each  of the g i r l s  one State d in n er  during  

th e i r  s tay  h e r e ,  and Lynda B ird ,  of c o u r s e ,  w as w ith u s  b e fo re  d in n er  and 

a f te rw a rd s  for the dancing.

Of c o u r s e ,  th e re  w as a good supply  of people  of D anish  d e sc e n t ,  who 

had  done w ell  in  A m e r ic a .  The G unner H a ls t r o m s ,  the F r e d  H an so n s , the 

A lf red  Ja c o b so n s ,  the A lb e r t  J o rg e n s e n s ,  the Sem en K nudsens,  the C h r is  

L a r s o n s ,  
By L y n d o n 's  sp e c ia l  r e q u e s t  the A r th u r  K r im s  f ro m  New Y ork , he*s 

P r e s id e n t  of the U nited  A r t i s t s  C o rp o ra t io n ,  and sh e ’s one of the brightest 

w om en w e 'v e  m e t  in a  long t im e .

And I w as  g lad  to have Diana and Donald to th e i r  f i r s t  S tate d in n e r .

The to a s ts  w e re  good and quite su b s tan tiv e ,  I thought, Lyndon sa id ,

"On the w o r ld ’s s ta g e ,  D e n m a rk  and  the U nited S ta tes  a c t  to g e th e r  a s  a l l ie s  

in  NATO, and we w o rk  to g e th e r  in  com m on  d ed ica tio n  to the c a u se  of p e a c e ,"  

And he added  th a t  A m e r ic a n s  a r e  a p p re c ia t iv e  of D e n m a rk 's r e sp o n s ib le  

ro le  in  supporting  the UN and  in  sending h e r  sons to keep  the p eace  in  C y p ru s ,  

the Congo, and the G aza  S tr ip .

K rag  re sp o n d e d  by noting " , ,  M ore  than e v e r  b e fo re ,  

i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  tha t we p r e s e r v e  our so l id a r i ty  w ith in  N A T O ."  (I’m g lad  

of a l l  the sh o rin g  up that can  get) . He s a id  he hoped the y e a r s  to com e would 

show the w o rld  new e x a m p le s  of p r o g r e s s  in the f ie ld  of d i s a r m a m e n t /  i t  is  

^  the g r e a t e s t  ch a llenge  tha t  fa c e s  us  a l l .



MEMORANDUM

T H E  W H IT E  HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

T u e sd a y ,  June 9, 1964 Page  10

It s e e m s  to m e  tha t a l l  the Scandinav ian  c o u n tr ie s  w eigh m o re  heav ily  

than  the n u m b er  of people  in  them  would in d ic a te  o n  the s c a le s  for san ity  

and p r o g r e s s  in  the w o r ld  today.

A fte r  d in n er  th e re  w as dancing  i n  the E a s t  Room . P e t e r  Duchin w as 

d e l ig h tfu l , ex cep t  h is  n u m b e rs  w e re  a l i t t le  too long fo r  Lyndon, who l ik es  

to change p a r tn e r s  about e v e ry  th re e  m in u te s .

The ta b le s  a r o und the w all ,  I n o ticed  M a r i e l len  M oursund  and the W ests 

a t  one of them . But W esley  did dance a lo t,  and a  good d a n c e r  he w as .  I 'm  

so g lad  he s e e m e d  r e la x e d ,  happy and  about 2 0 pounds th in n e r  than he 

s o m e t im e s  i s ^

The dancing  w as  so m uch fun tha t i t  w as n e a r ly  one b e fo re  we sa id  

goodnight and w en t u p s ta i r s .

Lyndon had  to ld  m e  tha t he would like  to have the Gene C h a m b e rs  spend 

the n ight, so I h ad  p lanned  to put them in  the Q ueen’s Room , lend ing  them 

som e of the e s s e n t i a l s ,  and W alte r  found them  and  e s c o r te d  them  up th e re ,

I hope w ithout i t s  being too obv ious  t o  o u r  o th e r  T ex as  f r ie n d s .

Tonight, once m o re ,  I had  go tten  the au to g rap h  of m y  d in n e r  p a r tn e r .  

P r im e  M in is te r  K ra g ,  on m y  m en u  c a rd .  It had  b een  a  v e r y  gay evening, 

and with the w o rd s  of H el l o  D o l l y  went u p s ta i r s  about one o’c lock , had

a  n igh tcap  and a  l i t t le  f ina l c o n v e rsa t io n  with Gene and Dee C h a m b e rs  a n d  

the W ests ,
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And then, a f te r  every b o d y  w as gone, o c c u r r e d  one of m y  fu n n ie s t  l i t t le

m o m e n ts  in  the White H ouse.

In m y  ro b e  and s l ip p e r s ,  r e a d y  fo r  bed , I o b s e rv e d th a t  a l l  the l igh ts

C>''-
in  the second  f lo o r  h a l l  w e r e  o n , and I w ent from  one to the o th e r ,  tu rn ing

them off. Then w hen I got to the s t a i r c a s e  tha t le a d s  down to the State f lo o r ,

I could  h e a r  a few c la t te r in g  fe e t  d isa p p e a r in g  in  the d is ta n c e ,  I could see
A

a g r e a t  b la z e  of l ig h t  going down the s te p s .  If I  could only have s tepped  out

in to  the h a l l  and  tu rn e d  off the m a in  l ig h ts ,  but I w as a f ra id  the door would
h e ld

lo ck  beh ind  m e .  C au tio u s ly  I p ushed  i t  open, i t  w ith  m y  fo o t ,  r e a c h e d  

a s  f a r  as  I cou ld  - i t  w as  quite  obvious I co u ld n 't  get to the sw itch , bu t som e 

d ev il ish  in s t in c t  le d  m e  to ju s t  le t  the door c lo se  gently  and w alk  over 

and tu rn  out the l ig h ts .  Then I went b ack  and s ta r te d  to get in  - s u re  enough 

i t  w as  lock ed  tight. I knocked, hoping m aybe  the C h a m b e rs  in the Q ueen 's  

Room would h e a r  m e .  I c a l le d  gently , I c a l le d  a  l i t t le  louder* nobody h e a rd

m e! T h e re  w as no sound down b e lo w now  bu t th e re  w e re  a  few lig h ts  s t i l l  on.

So I thought about a l l  those funny ads  about -  I w ent to the O pera  in m y
h

M aiden fo rm  B r a  a n d  I thought how am u sin g  i t  would be if I w alked  through  

the m a in  e n tra n c e  h a l l  of the White H ouse a t  about l : 3 0  in  m y  d re s s in g  gown, 

and  m e t  a  dozen  o r  so of the l a s t  d ep ar t in g  g u e s ts .  But th e re  w as nothing 

e l s e  to do, so w ith  a v e r y  a s s u r e d  look and  with a  n ice  s m ile ,  I went walking 

down the s t a i r s ,  th rough  the h a l l ,  m e t  only two o r  th re e  of the d ep ar t in g  

m u s ic ia n s  an d  s ta ff  m e m b e r s ,  I  sm i le d  a s  if i t  w as  a m a t t e r  of c o u r s e ,  

caugh t the e le v a to r  b ack  up to m y  own f lo o r ,  and to bed , thinking th is  w as a
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g r e a t  day, m a r r e d  only by one thing, which* of c o u r s e ,  i r r i t a t e s  Lyndon

m o re  than  it  does m e .  A full page s p re a d  in  the Evening  S ta r ,  and a lso

a  l a r g e  tw o -co lu m n  s to ry  on the f ro n t  page of the S ta r  -  I w onder why the

S tar i s  m o re  in ten t  on th is  than  any o th e r  p ap e r  in  the U nited  S ta tes  - which
ll

w as e n t i t le d  The John so n  Money. P r e s id e n t i a l  fam ily ' s ho ld ings e s t im a te d

I I
a t  nine m il l io n .  U nfo rtu n a te ly  th e re  w e re  no o ffe rs  inc luded .

Too bad  th is  had  to happen on the v e r y  day when A, W. c a m e  up h e re  

to b r in g  h is  fam ily  b e c a u se  I  w anted  th is  to be a  p le a sa n t ,  c a r e f r e e  tim e  

fo r  a l l  fou r  of them , a  s o r t  of way of e x p re s s in g  m y  g ra t i tu d e  fo r  a l l  they ’ve 

done fo r  u s . . .D e e r  h u n te r s  and  s ig h t s e e r s ,  and sudden m e a ls  fo r  e igh t o r  

ten e x t r a  fo lks ,  I knew tha t A. W. would be w o r r ie d  and i l l  a t  e a s e .

My l a s t  thought w as a  p ic tu re  of L u c i  tha t  I e n c o u n te re d  when I 

r e e n te r e d  the E a s t  Room a f te r  going to te l l  som ebody goodby and saw a l l  of the

g u e s ts  stopped  cold , in  a  r in g ^ a r o u n d  a  couple dancing the f ru g ,  L u c i,  the 

d e l ic a te  b u t te r f ly ,  in  m y  P h ilipp ine  d r e s s  w ith  the big s le e v e s ,  and a l l  A m e r ic a n  

boy R icky K eaton, the R u s ty  K ea to n 's  son, doing an  e n o rm o u s ly  ac tiv e  dance 

w hich is  a  d e sc e n d a n t  of the C h a r le s to n  way of the tw is t .  F o r  a  m o m en t 

I  f ro z e ,  but every b o d y  w as clapping  and laughing , and h e r  daddy w ent o v er  

and k i s s e d  h e r  on the fo reh ead ,

# # # # # # # # # # # #

C


