
c
MEMORANDUM

TH E  W H IT E  HOUSE

F la g  D ay, W a s h i n g t o n

S u n d ay , June  14, 1964 P a g e  1

We aw oke to r e a d  a l l  a b o u t  L y n d a ’ s a d v e n tu r e s  in  the I s l a n d s ,  She

h a d  la id  a  w r e a t h  a t  the A r iz o n a  M e m o r ia l  in  P e a r l  H a r b o r ,  an d  the

N a tio n a l  M e m o r ia l  C e m e t e r y  of the  P a c i f i c ,  a t  P u n ch b o w l,  (How w e ll

I  r e m e m b e r  th a t  d r a m a t i c  sp o t .)  T h e n  the L ie u te n a n t  G o v e rn o r  h a d

ta k e n  h e r  to St. A n d re w s  E p i s c o p a l  C a t h e d r a l ,  T h en  i t  w as  a  day  of

I s la n d  h o pp ing , w ith  a  v i s i t  to K a u a i  I s l a n d ,    b e g in n in g  fo u r  d a y s  of
d eep  s e a

s w i m m in g , / f i s h in g  a n d  s ig h ts e e in g .

S a tu rd a y  n ig h t  s h e 'd  b e e n  to the  P o ly n e s ia n  C u l tu r a l  C e n te r ,  and

w a tc h e d  a  p e r f o r m a n c e of P o ly n e s ia n  d an c in g  an d  s in g in g ,  a n d  th e r e

w as  a  d e l ig h tfu l  p i c tu r e  of h e r ,  a l m o s t  s ix  f e e t  ta l l ,  le ad in g  by  the h an d

a  l i t t l e  p e r s o n  n a m e d  T o m m y  H a m m e n a n e e m a  K ie n a n e t in e te t i ,  a g e d  fo u r ,

c la d  in  a  g r a s s  s k i r t .

I t  s o u n d e d  i n  the  p a p e r s  l ike  h e r  s p e e c h  h a d  gone p r e t ty  w e ll .

0 UShe spoke  of the  n ew  g e n e r a t io n  an d  o u r  g e n e r a t io n .  O u r s  i s  a  new
/ >

i d e a l i s m  th a t  p l a c e s  g r e a t  e m p h a s i s  on p r a c t i c a l  a c t io n .  She to ld  m e  on 

the phone th a t  the c ro w d  w as  r a t h e r  d is a p p o in t in g ly  s m a l l ,  fo r  the  s p e e c h ,  

b u t  th a t  the  s e s s i o n s  of ta lk in g  w e r e  b r ig h t  and  good.

We w e n t  to N a tio n a l  C i ty  C h r i s t i a n  C h u rc h  w ith  the  H o d g e s ,  S e c r e t a r y  

o f  C o m m e r c e  and M a r th a  H o d g es ; an d  w ith  the  U d a l ls ,  and  i t  w a s  so v e r y  

h o t I  c o u ld n ’t f e e l  the  l e a s t  b i t  s o r r y  a b o u t  h av in g  ta k e n  L yndon  b e f o r e  to 

St. M a r k s .
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A f te r  the s e r v i c e  we w en t to the  p oo l.  O nce m o r e  I d id n ' t  sw im , b u t 

M a r th a  a n d  I w a lk e d  a r o u n d  the g ro u n d s  w ith  Dorris ,  le a v in g  the l iv e ly  L ee  

U d a l l  i n  the  poo l w ith  S tu a r t ,  L yndon  a n d  S e c r e t a r y  H o d g es .

I t ' s  a  h ap p y  th ing  to m e ,  how  m u c h  I have  c o m e  to l ik e  P r e s i d e n t  

K e n n e d y 's  c a b in e t .  One by  one , I hav e  c o m e  to fe e l  r a t h e r  c lo s e ,  a n d  v e r y  

a d m i r in g  of th e m , p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  the M c N a m a r a s .

A t lu n c h ,  the  ta lk  w a s  ab o u t  the g r e a t  c r o s s - c o u n t r y  h ig h w ay  s y s te m ,  

n in e ty  p e r c e n t  o f  w h ich  i s  p a id  f o r  by  the  F e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t ,  and  on ly  

ten  p e r c e n t  by  the S ta te  g o v e r n m e n t .  And one of the  b ig  p r o b le m s  h a s  

b e en ,  w hen  you d ra w  a s t r a i g h t  l in e  a c r o s s  the c o u n t ry ,  w h ich  i s  the w ay 

a  c o s t - c o n s c i o u s  e n g in e e r  w ou ld  do i t ,  w h a t  do you do ab o u t  a  N a tio n a l  

P a r k  o r  a  W ild life  P r e s e r v e ,  and  an  h i s t o r i c  s h r in e  l ik e  the F r a n k  L loyd  

W rig h t  h o u se ?  If you go a ro u n d  th e m , you  m a y  sp en d  m i l l io n s  of d o l l a r s .

If  you go th ro u g h  th e m , you m a y  g r o s s l y  s a c r i f i c e  a  n a t io n a l  t r e a s u r y .

S e c r e t a r y  H o d g es  h a s  r u l e d  th a t  e v e r y  su ch  c a s e  h a s  to be d e c id e d  on 

i t s  m e r i t ;  th a t  th e r e  c a n ' t  be  an y  o v e r - a l l  b la n k e t  p o l ic y  th a t  c o v e r s  e v e r y -

th ing . And of c o u r s e ,  the  D e p a r tm e n t  of I n t e r i o r ,  w ith  a  young and  

im a g in a t iv e  S tu a r t  U d a ll  a t  i t s  h e a d ,  i s  in  a  lo u d  v o ic e  f o r  p r e s e r v i n g  the 

w i l d e r n e s s ,  the N a t io n a l  P a r k s ,  the  S h r in e s ,  m a n y  of the  je w e ls  of A m e r i c a .

T h e  ta lk  a l s o ,  w a s  ab o u t S t u a r t ' s  g r a n d p a r e n t s ,  and  L e e 's  g r a n d p a r e n t s .  

T h e y  a r e  b o th  M o rm o n s  and  I c o u ld n 't  h e lp  b u t  w o n d e r  w h a t  i t  f e l t  l ik e  to 

them  to be  in  the N a t io n a l  C ity  C h r i s t i a n  C h u rc h .  And th e i r  g r a n d p a r e n t s  

w e r e  p o ly g a m is t s .  T h e y  ta lk  in  a  d e ta c h e d  b u t  r e s p e c t f u l  w ay  o f the  p a r t



MEMORANDUM

c TH E  W H IT E  HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

S unday , Ju n e  14, 1964 P a g e  3

the c h u r c h  h a s  p la y e d  in  A m e r i c a n  l ife  an d  h i s to r y .

M r s .  U d a ll  i s  going to sp en d  h e r  v a c a t io n  w ith  h e r  s ix  c h i ld re n ,  in  a 

s ta t io n  w agon , and  one c h i ld  i s  b r in g in g  a lo n g  a  f r i e n d !  T h e y ' l l  pu t the 

lu g g ag e  on a  r a c k  on top, and  they  a r e  going s e v e r a l  th o u sa n d  m i l e s ,  f ro m  

one N a t io n a l  P a r k  to a n o th e r ,  a l l  a c r o s s  the n o r t h w e s t - - t h e  T e to n s ,  the 

g r e a t  m o u n ta in s  a n d  f o r e s t s  in  th a t  p a r t  of o u r  c o u n try ,  w ith  s le e p in g  b a g s  . 

S h e 's  done i t  a l r e a d y  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  W hat a  p io n e e r  s p i r i t  t h e r e  and  I 

take  m y  h a t  off to h e r !

T h e y  le f t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  lu n ch  an d  we la y  down fo r  a  n a p .
i

A nd  th en , ab o u t  3 :30 , a  s e r i e s  of TV sh o w s .  F i r s t ,  S c ra n to n  say in g  

w hy he h a s  now d e c id e d  to ru n ,  end ing  a  w e e k - lo n g  c o m e d y  of e r r o r s ,  w h ich  

in c lu d e d  a  v i s i t  by  S c ra n to n  to P r e s i d e n t  E i s e n h o w e r  a t  G e t ty s b u r g .  A g e n e r a l  

f e e l in g ,  c o r r e c t  o r  no t ,  th a t  th a t  m e a n t  S c ra n to n  w as  going to h av e  h i s  b a ck in g  

fo r  g e t t in g  in to  the r a c e .  A r e v e r s a l  the  n e x t  day  in  the p a p e r ,  th a t  th a t  d id n ' t  

m e a n  to s a y  a n y th in g  a g a in s t  G o ld w a te r 's  c a n d id a c y .  T he  g a th e r in g  of the 

R e p u b l ic a n  g o v e r n o r s  a t  the c o n v e n t io n  in  C le v e la n d ,  w hich  w ound up  w ith  

the  fe e l in g  th a t  G o ld w a te r  p r a c t i c a l l y  h a d  i t  in  the b a g .  Som e l a s t  d i tc h  

s t o r i e s  a b o u t  the  p o p u la r i ty  of R o m n e y ,  an d  f in a l ly  the c l e a r  d e c l a r a t i o n  of 

S c ra n to n  th a t  he  w a s  go ing  to ru n .

W atch ing  TV w a s  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w ith  ta lk in g  w ith  L yndon , who f a c e s  the
five

n e x t /m o n th s  w ith  the f e e l in g  c h ie f ly ,  I b e l ie v e ,  th a t  . . .  I w is h  th e r e  w as  s o m e  

h o n o ra b le  w ay  out of i t .  W ith V ie t -N a m  and  L a o s ,  an d  C y p ru s ,  w ith  the
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s u m m e r ' s  t u r m o i l  th a t  f a c e s  u s  if  C iv i l  R ig h ts  p a s s e s ,  in c lu d in g  the 

pub lic  a c c o m o d a t io n s  p o r t io n ,  an d  w o r s e ,  the  b o il in g  o v e r  i f  C iv i l  R ig h ts  

d o e s n ' t p a s s ,   Wi l l  i t  be  m o n th s  o r  y e a r s  b e f o r e  th is  ch an g e  i s  a b s o r b e d  

in to  o u r  s o c ie ty ,  an d  w h o se  h a n d  is  w is e  enough , and  w hose  h e a d  a n d  h e a r t  

to gu ide  i t .  How c a n  anybody  b la m e  h im  f o r  w an tin g  to be a n o n y m o u s ,  a lo n e ,  

a n d  b a q k  a t  the r a n c h .  A nd y e t ,  c a u g h t  a t  th is  p in p o in t  in  h i s t o r y ,  w h a t  

e x i t  i s  th e r e  ?

F in a l ly ,  we got d r e s s e d  a n d  w en t o v e r  to the  Decatur Ho u se ,  w alk ing

a c r o s s  L a fa y e t te  P a r k ,  to A ngie  a n d  R ob in  D uke’s p a r ty .  A d in n e r  d a n ce ,  

v e r y  i n f o r m a l  they  s a id ,  and  th e r e  w e re  the m o s t  a t t r a c t i v e  p eop le  in  

W ash ing ton  and a ro u n d .

T he  Decatur Ho u se  i t s e l f ,  fo rb id d in g  d a r k  r e d  b r i c k  f r o m  the o u ts id e ,  

i s  h a n d s o m e ly  done in s id e ,  an d  the g a r d e n  w a s  b r ig h t  w ith  s t r i p e d  te n ts  

a n d  b a l lo o n s ,  and  on ly  a b o u t  a  95 d e g r e e  t e m p e r a t u r e .

T h e  y o u n g e s t ,  a n d  g a y e s t ,  and  w i t t i e s t ,  a n d  m o s t  a r t i c u l a t e  w e re  

p r e s e n t .  A d la i  S te v e n so n ,  M a r i e t t a  T r e e s ,  the B i l l  B l a i r s ,  the  young 

J im  S y m in g to n s ,  L o r d  a n d  L a d y  H a r le c h ,  f r o m  the D ip lo m a tic  C o r p s ,  

the  A m b a s s a d o r  of T u r k e y  an d  M r s .  M e n e m e n c io g lu .

We s ta y e d  ju s t  a  s h o r t  w h ile ,  s in c e  we h a d  r e g r e t t e d  fo r  the  d i n n e r ,  

b u t  h a d  ju s t  s a id  w e 'd  love  to d ro p  by  fo r  a  d r in k ,

R o b in  i s  le a v in g  the n e x t  m o r n in g  w ith  th e i r  c h i ld r e n ,  h i s ,  h e r s  an d  

0~ t h e i r s ,  f o r  a  w e ek  by  the s e a .  She i s  a m o n g  the p e o p le  I  w o u l d  l ik e  to
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know b e t t e r  a n d  c a l l  f r i e n d .  So c a p a b le ,  brig h t  w ith o u t  b e in g  b r i t t l e ,  p lay s

h e r  r o le  so w e l l  a n d  i s  a lw a y s  gay .

We w a lk e d  b a ck  a c r o s s  the  p a r k ,  h av in g  by  th is  t im e  a t t r a c t e d q u ite

a  c ro w d .  I  c an  p la y  th a t  I ' m  in v is ib le  w hen  I 'm  by  m y s e l f ,  b u t  I c a n ' t

p la y  th a t  w ay  w hen  L y n d o n 's  a lo n g .  T he s id e w a lk s  w e r e  l in e d  w ith  p e o p le ,

w av in g , sp e a k in g ,  s t ic k in g  ou t th e i r  h a n d s .

As so o n  a s  we go t b a c k  to the s e c o n d  f lo o r ,  L y n d o n  c a l l e d  S e c r e t a r y

R u sk ,  f ind ing  h im  in  h is  o f f ic e , and  i t  w as  ab o u t 8:30 Sunday e v e n in g !

W ithin  a  few  m o m e n t s  the  S e c r e t a r y  w a s  o v e r  to s e e  u s ,  h a n d e d  a  w ire

to L yndon , say in g  " H e r e ' s  a  V a len t in e  th a t  w as  w a it in g  fo r  m e . "  A p p a re n t ly

i t  w as  i n f o r m a t i o n  th a t  L odge  w a n te d  to s u b m i t  h is  r e s ig n a t io n  a s  A m b a s a a d o r

to V ie t -N a m  a n d  r e t u r n ,

L yndon  h a d  b e e n  a s k in g  the  q u e s t io n  in  c a s e  th is  h a p p e n e d ,  "W hom  do 

9
you r e c o m m e n d . "  He h a d  a s k e d  i t  f r o m  M c G e o rg e  B undy , M c N a m a r a ,  and

of D ean  R u s k .  And the a n s w e r s  he  h ad  g o t te n  m a d e  m e  th in k  r e a l  w e l l  

of th is  c o u n t ry  - an d  a l s o  m a d e  m e  know th a t  i t  w ould  be m ig h ty  h a r d ,  

a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e ,  f o r  L yndon  to t u r n  a w ay  an d  w a lk  out a t  th is  s ta g e  of the  

g a m e .

D ean  s ta y e d  on ly  a  few  m in u te s  and  le f t  u s  to a  9:30 d in n e r  a lo n e ,

A-
ju s t  the  two of a s .  B e c a u s e  i t  h a d  b e e n  so  ho t in  c h u r c h ,  I h ad  h ad  D orr i s  

P o w e l l  m o v e d  down in to  the  Q u e e n 's  R o o m . She h a d  b e e n  o u t to d in n e r ,  in  

f a c t  sp en d in g  a l l  d a y  w i th C o r in n e  B a r n e s ,  f o r m e r l y  of K a r n a ck , and  C u r t i s  

B a r n e s ,  an d  I though t i t  w ould  be fun  fo r  h e r  a r r i v e  an d  f ind  th a t  sh e  h ad
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b e e n  pu t in  a  r e a l l y  co o l  r o o m ,  th e  Q u e e n ’ s R oom  - s o r t  of a  c ro w n in g  

e v e n t  f o r  h e r  s ta y  h e r e  in  the  W hite H ouse  w ith  u s .
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