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T h is  w a s  a  day  to c a tc h  up on w o rk  w ith  B e s s  and  L i z ,   t o  hav e  ab o u t

five  d r e s s e s  f i t te d ,  th in g s  th a t  h ad  b e e n  w a it in g  fo r  a g e s ,  and  then  to go

shopp ing  w i th D o r ri s ,  fo r  th o se  l i t t l e  th in g s  th a t  you c a n ’t do w ith o u t  - p u r s e s ,

I g l o v e s ,  lo u n g in g  s h o e s ^ y o u  c a n ' t  s e n d  y o u r  f e e t  out to g e t  f i t t ed  for  s h o e s ,

b y  H e len  o r  so m e  f r i e n d ,  no m a t t e r  how w il l in g .

And th en  in  the a f t e r n o o n  a n  in te r v ie w  w ith  M r .  M a n c h e s t e r ,  who h a s

b e e n  c o m m is s io n e d  by  M r s .  K ennedy  to do a  book  on five  d a y s ,  b e g in n in g

N o v e m b e r  2 1 s t .  H e ’s in te rv ie w in g  e v e ry b o d y  who h a d  a n yth ing  to do, or

a t  l e a s t  an y  p r i n c ip a l  who p la y e d  a  p a r t  in  th o se  s ig n i f ic a n t  f ive  d a y s .  I

s p e n t  two h o u r s  w ith  h im ;  i t  w a s  g ru e l in g ,  i t  w ou ld  have  b e e n  b e t t e r  i f  I

w ould  hav e  b e e n  a b le  to p la y  b a c k  m y  own r e c o r d s  a h e a d  of t i m e  a n d  g e t

p r e p a r e d .  I t  w a s  an  e x h a u s t in g  e x p e r ie n c e  to r e - l i v e ,  m o s t ly  b e c a u s e

of the p a in  in v o lv e d  - e v e ry o n e  -  an d  th e  s h a m e  fo r  y o u r  c o u n t ry .  B ut a l s o

b e c a u s e  you knew  the eye  o f  h i s t o r y  w as  look ing , and  you m u s t  t r y  to  say

w h a t you fe l t ,  in  a d e q u a te  w o r d s .

B u t a s k e d  the  Jo e  A lso p s  a n d  the C l a r k  C l i f fo rd s  to co m e  o v e r  an d  have

d in n e r  w ith  u s .  I w as  r e a l  s o r r y  th a t  Dorr i s  w en t out fo r  d in n e r  a g a in ," ■ ' ’ ' A

b e c a u s e  they  w e r e  the p eo p le  I w ou ld  love  fo r  h e r  to h av e  h a d  the p l e a s u r e  

of m e e t in g .  ^

(A lthough  i t ’s a l m o s t  a  w a s te  to hav e  b o th  of them  the s a m e  n ig h t  b e c a u s e
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th e y ’r e  b o th  so  d e l ig h tfu l ly  a r t i c u l a t e  and  so  m u c h  fun .

I b r o u g h t  a  s to o l  f r o m  the k i tc h e n ,  an d  we c l im b e d  up on i t  and  I  got a  

f l a s h l ig h t .  F i r s t  I d id  th is  a n d  then  J o e ,  and  we lo o k e d  a t  the  p a in t in g  th a t  

/ i s  p ro b a b ly  a  Jo h n  S in g e r  S a rg e n t ,  o f  a n  a c t r e s s ,  and  e x a m in e d  the s ig n a tu r e .
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an d  then  Joe  b a c k e d  off an d  s a id ,  " I 'm  a f r a i d  i t  i s n ’t a  S a rg e n t ,  the  da te  is  

c l e a r l y  1889, a n d  w o m e n  d id n ’t d r e s s  l ik e  th a t  th en .  T h a t  is  m o r e  ab o u t  

1905 o r  1908, the  C h a r l e s  D ana G ib so n  p e r i o d , "  It h ad  o r ig in a l ly  - I h a d  

a s k e d  them  to g u e s s  who d id  the  p ic tu r e  - b e e n  S usan  M a r y ’ s g u e s s ,  th a t  

i t  w a s  a  S a rg e n t ,  w hich  p l e a s e d  m e  im m e n s e ly .  And I s t i l l  hope th a t  i t  

w i l l  be  d e t e r m i n e d  th a t  i t  w a s ,

I
It  w as  a  g r e a t  ev en in g  fo r  c o n v e r s a t io n .  One of the little g e m s  d u r in g  the

e v e n in g , /w a s  the  b e t t in g ,  Joe  A lso p  b e t  five  to two th a t  G o ld w a te r  w ou ld  

ge t  the  n o m in a t io n .  C la r k  C l i f f o rd  b e t  fo u r  to one th a t  G o ld w a te r  w ould  

ge t  the  n o m in a t io n .

One of them  s a id  th a t  S c ra n to n  i s  no t th ink ing  of th is  t im e  b u t  of the 

f u tu r e .  T h e r e  m u s t  be  s o m e b o d y  a ro u n d  to p ic k  up  the  p ie c e s  of the 

R e p u b l ic a n  P a r t y ,  s o m e b o d y  who w il l   i n h e r i t  the p o in t of l e a d e r s h i p , ,  

a f t e r  the  u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t i v e s  h av e  h a d  th e i r  t r y  a n d  fa i le d .

Jo e  s a id  the R e p u b l ic a n s  s u r e  d id  t h e m s e lv e s  a  d i s s e r v i c e  w hen  they  

i n s i s t e d  on p a s s in g ,  d u r in g  T r u m a n 's  t e n u r e ,  the A c t w h ich  fo rb a d e  m o r e  

th an  two t e r m s  in  the P r e s i d e n c y ,  O th e rw is e  i t  w ou ld  h av e  k e p t  on ru n n in g  

E i s e n h o w e r  in d e f in i te ly ,  and  th en  w hen  he d ied  they  w ould  h av e  s tu f fe d  h im  

and k e p t  on  ru n n in g  h im ,

Jo e  to ld  a  s t o r y  th a t  gave  m e  co ld  c h i l l s  w hen  I though t th a t  w ith in  a 

w e e k  o r  s o ’ s t i m e  P r e m i e r  Inonu of T u r k e y ,  p ro b a b ly  P r i m e  M in i s t e r  

P a p a n d r e a u  of G r e e c e  were b o th  c o m in g  to la y  th e i r  t r o u b le s  a t  o u r  c o u n t r y ’s 

d o o r .  He s a id  th a t  h e ’d b e e n  rid ing  a lo n g  in  a  je e p ,  c lo s e  to the  R u s s ia n
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b o r d e r  in  A n a to l ia ,  w ith  a  T u r k i s h  s e r g e a n t  a t  the w h e e l  (he w as  in  T u rk e y ) ,

they  w e r e  on a  m o u n ta in  ro a d .  S udden ly  the se r g e a n t  b e g a n  to p o in t off a 
p a s s

d i s t a n t  p a s s  r a i s i n g  h is  h a n d s  f r o m  the w h e e l ,  gibberling a n d  g e s t i c u la t in g  in  

g lee  . Joe  h a d  v is io n s  of tu m b lin g  down in to  the c h a s m ,  and  h e  s a id  to

7the i n t e r p r e t e r ,  "W h a t i s  he  ta lk in g  a b o u t .  " T h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  s a id ,  "H e is  

p o in t in g  a t  the  sp o t  w h e re  b a t t le ^ w a s  fough t a  th o u sa n d  ye;'.rs  a g o  t h a t  

e n d ed  the B y z a n tin e  E m p i r e .  He i s  s a y in g  th a t  i s  w h e re  we k i l l e d  a l l  the  

G r e e k s  th a t  a r e ' ,  "

W ith a  q u a r r e l  b u r i e d  so  d e ep ,  so i n g r a in e d  in  the b o n e s ,  how c a n  we 

hel p  to so lv e  the p r o b le m s  of the G re e k s  and  the T u r k s  l iv in g  to g e th e r  in  

C yprus?

O nly  the  c o n v e r s a t io n  w as  g o u r m e t ,  no t the d in n e r .  Z e p h y r  w a s  off 

and  i t  w a s  n o t  up to p a r .

A f te r  d in n e r ,  L y n d o n  s a id  he n e e d e d  s o m e  e x e r c i s e ,  and  we a l l  went;

w a lk ing  w ith  h im  o n  the s o u th w e s t  g ro u n d s ,  w ith  a  b e a u t i fu l  b a c k d r o p  of
i

the W ash in g to n  m o n u m e n t  an d  the T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n  M e m o r ia l ,  a l l  »w ay 

a r o u n d  the c i r c l e ,  p a s s e d  the fo u n ta in ,  and  b a c k  up to the  D ip lo m a tic  

e n t r a n c e .  A f te r  one ro u n d ,  I  though t th a t  M a rn y ,  who h a s  so m e  t ro u b le  

w ith  h e r  l e g s ,  m ig h t  no t be  en jo y in g  i t ,  so I s a id ,  " L e t ’s c o m e  i n . "  The 

m e n  c o n t in u e d  fo r  a n o th e r  fo u r ,  an d  we w en t u p s t a i r s ,  w h e re  I sh o w ed  the 

la d ie s  L u c i ‘ s r o o m ,  (M arn y  h ad  h e lp e d  m e  on the v e r y  b eg in n in g  of i t )  an d
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L y n d a 's  .

And S u san  M a r y  ta lk e d  to m e  ab o u t the d eb u t p a r ty ,-  th a t  A lice  R o o s e v e l t

L o n g w o r th  h a d  g iv en  fo r  h e r  g ra n d d a u g h te r ,  w h ich  L y n d a  B i r d  h ad  a t te n d e d .

T h a t  r e d o u b ta b le  w o m an  s e e m s ,  to have  l a v i s h e d  a l l  the  love  on h e r  g r a n d -  
y  q u ite

d a u g h te r  a nd  the c l o s e n e s s  th a t  she  so m eh o w  d id n ’t /a c h ie v e  w ith  h e r  own

d a u g h te r ,  I wou ld v e ry  m u c h  l ik e  fo r  L ynda  to h e lp  b r in g  h e r  g r a n d d a u g h te r

in to  s o m e  a c t i v i ty  a ro u n d  h e r e .  The W hite  H ouse  m ig h t  m e a n  a  lo t  to h e r .
Lyndon ,

T h ey  a l l  d e p a r t e d  a t  an  e a r l y  11:30, an d  a f t e r  th e y 'd  g one ,/  in  ta lk in g

a b o u t  the  o th e r  fo u r  l a p s  th a t the m e n  took  a ro u n d  the w a lk , s a id  Joe  h ad

to ld  h im ,  " Y o u 'r e  go ing  to p r e s i d e  o v e r  the f i r s t  r e a l  d e fe a t  of the U n ited

S ta te s .  T h e r e ' s  no w ay  ou t o f  S o u th e a s t  A s ia  in to  w h ich  we w e re  c o m m it te d  
o r  m o r e

so m e  10 y e a r s / a g o . "   ̂H is  e l a b o r a t i o n  w a s n ' t  c o m p le te .  I s u p p o se  he 

m e a n t  if  he  m o v e d  ou t,  he  w ou ld  lo s e  f a c e  and  the c o m m u n is t s  w ould  m ove  

in .  A nd if  he  s ta y e d  in , i t  w ou ld  m e a n  A m e r i c a n  b o y s ,  i t  w ould  m e a n  a l l  

th o se  l e t t e r s  th a t  t e l l  of the  d e a th  of an  A m e r i c a n  s o ld i e r ,  a n d  co u ld  i t  e v e r  

p o s s ib ly  en d  up in  a  s ig n i f ic a n t  v i c to r y ^

W ell, I  c a n ' t  s a y  the ev en in g  d id  an y th in g  to so lv e  L y n d o n 's  d i l e m m a  -  o r  

to  s a lv e  h i s  p a th  fo r  the d a y s  a h e a d ,  a l th o u g h  i t  w as  a  th o ro u g h ly  d e l ig h tfu l  

s o c ia l  e v en in g .

I w en t  to b e d  th in k in g  ab o u t th e  good c o n v e r s a t io n  I h a d  w ith  L ynda  B i r d  

a n d  r e a d in g  th a t  s h e 'd  m a d e  a  b ig  h i t ,  ru b b in g  n o s e s  w ith  T onga  an d  M a o r i  

r  c h i ld r e n  a t  the P o ly n e s ia n  C u l tu r a l  C e n t e r ,  and  th en  a t  the  I s la n d  of M a u i

s h e 'd  gone s k in  d iv ing  in  the  w a t e r s  of K a a n a p a l i , a n d  a  b ig  lu a u  a t  the
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M au i b e a c h  h o m e  of a  s u g a r  plan t a t io n  o w n e r ,  M r .  K e ith  T e s t a .  She to ld  

m e  th e y ’d h a d  su ch  d e l i c a c i e s  a s  p ig 's  e n t r a i l s ,  and th in g s  th a t  g ro w  on  ̂

r o c k s ;  an d  th e n  s h e ’d h a d  a  th r e e  m i le  b o a t  t r i p  up the  Uhe River

to a  f e r n  g ro t to ,  w h e r e  she  p la n te d  a  five  foo t c o co n u t  t r e e  in  a  c e r e m o n y  

a t  the C o co a  P a l m s  H o te l ,  an d  a t t e n d e d  a  d in n e r  fo r  young fo lk s .  T h e  p a p e r  

s a id  th a t  f lo w e r  l e i s  h a d  to be r e m o v e d  a  h a l f  a  d o z en  t im e s ,  w h e n e v e r  they  

got up o v e r  h e r  n o s e .  She’ s tak in g  l i fe  a t  the t id e ,  th a t  l i t t l e  g i r l ,  an d  I ’m 

g lad  sh e  i s .  T h is  is  p a r t  o f  w h a t  I w a n te d  h e r  to g e t  ou t of be in g  the  d a u g h te r  

of the P r e s i d e n t ,  a s  w e ll  a s  a l l  of the good h a r d  w o rk  I e x p e c t  ou t of h e r ,

# # # # # # #
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