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T his  w as  another one of m y  Women D o -e r s  L uncheons, including  

M rs . D anie l B r e w s te r ,  w ife of Senator B r e w s te r ,  f rom M aryland; and  

C olon e l M ildred  C lark , who is  the ch ie f  of the A rm y N u rse  C orp s , who 

,1 , /  a r r iv e d ,  beau tifu lly  cr isp and w hite, in her  su m m er  un iform . And from  

 ̂ T e x a s ,  M rs .  E dgar Dean, author of W omen of the B ib le .  I had la s t  s een

her at the T ex a s  W om en's  U n iv e r s ity ,  w here  she is  on the B oard of R e g en ts .  

And another w r ite r ,  m y  old fr ien d , Babs Janeway, cam e down from  New  

Y ork  a n d  s tayed  la te r ,  and we w ent over  the l i s t  of books from  the A m er ica n  

Book S e l le r s  A ss o c ia t io n   that they are  so  kindly going to give to the White 

H ouse . I a sk ed  h er  to w r ite  in any additions that she thought we ought to 

have.

And then M rs ,  H erm an  Johnson, a v e tera n  s o c ia l  w ork er  from  K ansas  

C ity , an in te l l ig en t ,  p ra g m a tic ,  negro  wom an, whom I l ik ed  as  m u ch  a s  

any of the new ones I m e t  that day.

And M r s . C lark  K err , w ife of the P r e s id e n t  of the U n iv e r s ity  of  

C a lifo rn ia , at B e r k e le y ,  and h e r s e l f ,  v e r y in te r e s te d  in the deve lop m en t of 

parks and open sp a c e s  in  C a liforn ia  c i t i e s ,  I had s ee n  her  la s t  at the 

U n iv e r s ity  ca m p u s , UCLA, when Lyndon and P r e s id e n t  L opez-M ateos  of
j

M exico  both r e c e iv e d  H onorary D e g r e e s .  ■ ■ ' ^

Tharon P e r k in s ,  m y  fr ien d  from  the R o o se v e lt  d ays . I think it i s  only  

fa ir  to c a l l  h er  an e c o n o m is t  b eca u se  she*s w orked, w r itten , thought and 

tra v e led  right a long with h er  e c o n o m is t  husband [for] m o re  than 30 y e a r s ,  so
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that anything that he p r o d u ce s  i s  partly  h e r s .

And M ary R oebing, R epublican , em inent wom an banker from  New  

J e r s e y ,  som ehow  or other now in te r e s te d  in Lyndon’s c a u se ,  and I'm 

v e r y  grate fu l.

And , it  w as such a p lea su r e  to s e e  M arie T u rn er , superintendent  

of s ch o o ls  of Breathitt County, [Kentucky] happy rem in d er  of one of the b e s t  days I

spent s in ce  I cam e  into this job. And a ls o  happy rem in d er  of what onei

w om an can  m e a n  in  a com m u n ity . I bet d o zen s ,  even  hu n d red s .o f  the

^  ‘y o u n g ster s  who amount to so m e th in g ^ fr o m  that part of the backw oods  

country of Kentucky, can tra ce  a spark back to h e lp g iv en  them by M arie  

T u rn er ,

And there w a s  M ary Haworth, in  p r ivate  life  sh e 's  M rs , R eard on  Young, 

but I a lw ays  think of h er  as  the v e r y  sa g e , and m o s t ly  kindly, so m e t im e s  

a s c o r b ic ,  syn d icated  p s y c h ia tr is t - - so  to speaky--w hose  colum n ap p ears  in  

m any n ew sp a p e rs .

And D orris w as s t i l l  h e r e .  I w as  glad to get her  to another p iece  of 

W ashington  en ter ta in m en t, a v e r y  d ifferen t type, that show s a l i t t le  m o re  

of what m y l i fe  i s  l ik e .

Then, I had in v ited  Claudia M arsh , and h ereb y  hang s one o f W ashington's  

fu n n iest  ta le s .   I  m u st  have been  rep ea ted  m any t im e s  through the y e a r s ,  

i  t v ' w i t h  m any d if feren t h o s t e s s e s ,  but when I e m e rg e d  into the ha ll  to g r ee t  

the f i r s t  few  a r r iv a l s ,  an e lderly , sm ilin g  lady put out her hand and sa id
1^ ^
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I I  T lI'm M rs . C h a r les  M a rsh ."  Thank good n ess  I didn’t faint. I hope m y

face  didn't show any f l ick er  of a s to n ish m en t,  b eca u se  it  c er ta in ly  w a sn ’t [my Mrs.] \
^  0 

C laudia M arsh . The s o c ia l  o ff ice  had looked in the g reen  book and had

cop ied  down the nam e o f w r o ng M r s .  M arsh . She w as a v e r y  p leasan t

lady and one in te r e s t in g  thing, she had rem a rk ed  to one of the la d ie s  there

that she had b een  to the White H ouse during e v e r y  a d m in is tra t io n  s in ce

 I!Taft e x cep t  one.
Jane

Our sp eak er  w as M rs . J a n e  Jacob s , author of the Death and Life of 

G reat A m e r ica n  C ities* And then the p r e s s  w as r e p r e se n te d  by V era  

G la se r ,  of North A m e r ica n  N ew spap er  L ine.

It turned out to be rather  a good luncheon , I thought, for  although I 

w a s a bit thrown by the a b se n c e  of Claudia M a rsh ,  a n d  the p r e s e n c e  of this  

other M rs .  M arsh , I thought th is  w as  one of those t im e s  that show s w hether  

you've  got p o ise  and in n er  ca lm  or not. So I just did m y b e s t  to m ake m y  

l i t t le  in trod uction  of Jane Jacob s' talk a s  good a s  I could, and thought it  

w as rather  a lr ig h t . . . Saying that the sound of the h a m m er  a c r o s s  L afayette  

P ark , and the u su a l  noon day sn a r l  of tra ffic  at w hich they'd  probably  

a r r iv e d ,  w e re  r em in d e r s  to u s  of one of the grow ing p ro b lem s  our grow ing  

country  fa c e s .  And then r e fe r r in g  to an e a r ly  occupant of this h o u se ,  T hom as  

J e ffe r so n ,  who w arned  that when we get p iled  up in la rg e  c i t i e s ^ w e  sh a ll  

b e c o m e  corru p t. That w as h is  v iew  of E urope, I think.

And then, m o r e  h op efu lly  about C ar l Sandburg, who spoke of the strength

i\ 11 
of c i t i e s  with th eir  broad  sh o u ld ers  - that's  a line from  C hicago, I b e l ie v e .
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And of Walt Whitman, who w rote  w is tfu l ly  of t̂he c ity  in v in c ib le ,  the new
II Y

c ity  of fr ie n d s .  I w onder r e a l l y ^ i f  he had a c ity  in m ind.
w A ll

And then to get down to b r a s s  tack s , a s  daddy would say , the qu estion
J  ^  .jL

now i s  how to keep s iz e  from  sm oth er in g  the ind ividual into an im persona1|te

and un com fortab le  m o ld , and how to m ake a c ity  beautifu l. T his  i s  a qu estion

w hich w r ite r ,  p lan ner, and c i t iz e n  m u st  a n sw er .  And one of the front
U

ru n n ers  with the p o s s ib le  a n sw er  i s  Jane Jacob s , who i s  a l l  th ree .

Both of us did our l i t t le  talking s itting  down. M rs .  Jacobs w as  a 

fo r c e fu l ,  a r t ic u la te ,  sa lty ,  som ew h at c o n tr o v e r s ia l  sp ea k er .  One of h er  

big ob jec tion s  to the w ay c i t ie s  a re  run i s that you can get p r a c t ic a l ly  

any s iz e  app rop riation  for  a new  park, but you can get p r a c t ic a l ly  nothing  

for the upkeep of an e x is t in g  park. A nother, w as the b light that fa l l s  upon  

c i t i e s  w h en  a m in o r ity  group, m o s t  u su a lly  the n e g r o s ,  m ove  into a 

neighborhood, th e r e 's  a blackout on m o r tg a g e s - - you ju st can 't get h o u ses  

financed  in  those  a r e a s ,  p resu m a b ly  b eca u se  it  i s  ex p ected  that they w il l  

d ec lin e  in  v a lu e .

Which brought on an in te r e s t in g  b ut polite  exchange w ith  M rs . M ary  

R oebing and then from   m y  e tern a lly  hopeful b e l ie v e r - in -p e o p le  friend,  

Theron P e r k in s ,  the o b serv a t io n --when ,we w ere  talking about parks and the 

upkeep th ereof- - that that ought to be a good p lace  to absorb  som e of the 

untrained lab or , so m e  of the o u t -o f- jo b s   youths.
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A fter  lunch  I  show ed them the L in co ln  Room and The T rea ty  R oom ,  

and--Oh,--Lyndon ca m e  in and m e t  us a l l  around, shook hands - thank good n ess  

I r e m e m b e r e d  e v ery b o d y ’s n am e.

M arie  T urner s tayed  aw hile  lo n g er ,  and I gave her  a p icture  of F ern  

School and a p ictu re  for  h e r s e l f .

Then I talked a b it w ith V era  G las er  about what the Wom en D o -e r s

L uncheons have m ea n t to m e - - just, I hoped, in  an exchange of id e a s  and

in fo rm a l s m a l l  se t t in g - - m igh t sow  so m e  se e d s  of in te r e s t ,  sp read  som e

-- I ^information/^ at l e a s t  they educated  m e . — Might s e r v e  as  a c a ta ly s t  to
(

produce m o re  in t e r e s t  in  th ese  p r o b le m s .

Then I got in  about an h ou rs  w ork  on the m a il .  ,T o ld  D or r i s  that 

she p erh ap s  o u g h t  to stand in the Y ellow  Oval Room and w atch the h e l ic o p ter  

take off.

And then had ju st  a good l i t t le  b it  of c o n v e rsa t io n  with her  about m oth er ,  

and she told m e  so m e  a n ecd o tes;  about how daddy u sed  to c a r r y  m oth er  up 

the s tep s;  and how she u se d  to get up v e r y  e a r ly  in the m orn in g , have  

b rea k fa s t  with h im , r ide down to the s to re  in the buggy by h is  s id e ,  and 

then get out h a lf  the way down, and m aybe a lm o s t  a l l  the w ay down, and w alk  

back, s im p ly  b e c a u se  she l ik ed  to walk.

And then at 5 o ’c lo ck , a r id icu lou s  hour to get d r e s s e d  in a long fo rm a l,

I put on m y  white sheath  w i t h  the s l i t  up the s id e ,  and pretty  new white coat  

that A lic e  Brow n had g iven  m e ,  and le ft  with Lyndon by chopper from  the
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south law n for A n d rew s. We w ere  going to New Y ork for the dinner  

\ g iven  by the Steven S m ith s , the T r u s te e s  for the John F . Kennedy M em o ria l

L ib rary , in honor of M rs .  John F . Kennedy. T his  w il l  be the f i r s t  tim e  

that s h e 's  gone to any so r t  of s o c ia l  o c c a s io n  s in ce  the P r e s id e n t 's  a s s a s s in a t io n  

that I know of.

C hief J u s t ice  W arren  and Arthur G oldberg w ere  on the plane with us;  

a lso  Jane and O rv ille  F reem an ; Bob and M argy  M cN am ara; the Anthony

C e l e b r e z z e s ;  and young Senator Ted Kennedy, who a l l  the way up w as  

w it t i ly  a n d  capably  e sp o u s in g  the ca u se  of Naval b a s e s  for B oston , and 

in s is t in g  that m o r e  had b een  c lo s e d  in  M a ssa c h u se t ts  than had b een  in  

T e x a s .

We w ent to a recep tio n  on the roof of the St. R e g is  H otel, and stood in  

l in e  with M rs. Kennedy. T h ere  w ere  about 300 g u e s ts  whom we m e t  in  

the recep tio n  l in e .  Jackie  w as  beautifu l in  a s im p le  b lack  d r e s s ;  sm il in g ,  

co m p o sed , she sa id  she w as on her w ay to the C ape, w here  the ch ild ren  

would join h er  for the su m m e r .

Jim F osbu rgh  and h is  w ife  w ere  there but I didn't have a chance to talk  

paintings with h im .^

And M ary L a sk e r .  Is there an art or c iv ic  thing, to w hich she i s  not 
?

a don or.^
- And I saw  M ary R oebling again; and A dlai, of c o u r s e ,  i s  u su a l ly  the f i r s t  

p e r so n  that one spots  in  such  a gathering.
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The dinner w as in  a lo v e ly  dining room , a l l  pink and gold, and I w as

sea ted  b etw een  Bobby Kennedy and Stephen Sm ith. , .Charlotte F ord , the

daughter of H enry F ord , a n   ex q u is ite  blond with hair  p iled  high on her

h ead - - s h e ' d  been  down to W ashington rec e n t ly ,  to partic ip ate  in the Youth—

for-Lyndon m e e t in g  conducted  by Senator B irch  Bayh-- w as  at our ta b le   as
i\

w as  M rs .  E r n e s t  H em ingw ay. I had a chance to talk about the m oveab le
/I

Fe a s t  w ith  h er , which c o n cern s  H em in gw ay’s days in  P a r is  in h is  youth.

She sa id , "If you've  spent a part of your youth in  P a r i s ,  you have it  with  

you a lw a y s .  " /
A ls o  there  w as F r e d e r i c :  M arch,, of the g lo r io u s  v o ic e ,  and h is  w ife ,  

F lo r e n c e  E ld r id g e  .

Lyndon w as at a table with Jackie  a nd Jean Sm ith.

Bobby told m e that the g u e s ts  w ere  donors of $10, 000 or m o r e  to the 

L ib ra ry . He a sk ed  Steve'*How m u ch  m on ey  have you r a is e d ."  Steve sa id ,  

"Seven and a h a lf  m il l io n .  " T hey  both thought that they would have the 

req u ired  ten m il l io n  for the l ib r a r y  read y  by Sep tem b er . It w i l l  be built  

by funds r a is e d  by the K ennedys, and then when everyth in g  i s  in p lace  in it  

it  w i l l  be turned over  to the F e d e r a l  govern m en t,

Bobby w as  e a sy ,  r e la x e d ,  but he i s  an en igm a to m e .

M rs ,  R ose  Kennedy w as th ere , a s  s l im  and p retty  a s  any of her  

dau gh ters , in a w hite , sparkling  d r e s s .

c
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A fter  a d e l ic io u s  dinner, there w as a program  of reading from  the 

fa v o r ite  poetry  of P r e s id e n t  Kennedy, done by F r e d e r ic  M arch. The 

s e le c t io n s  had been  m ade by Ja ck ie ,  and in the m a rg in  she had m ade notes  

of why he l ik ed  th is p a r ticu la r  poem . Her charm ing  n otes  w e re  read  by 

F lo r e n c e  E ld r id ge , and gave poignancy and cou n ter-p o in t  to F r e d e r ic  

M arch 's  read ing .

One o f them w as - -  When is  th is w inter  of our d iscon ten t, m ade
J

g lo r io u s  by th is son of Y ork - - . I want to look it up and s e e  w here  it 

c o m e s  fro m . P erh a p s  it would help  to exp la in  to m e t h e  tit le  of John

Ste in b eck ’ s book  w h ich  I like so m uch.y
A fter  dinner o u r  party le f t  and we p iled  into a c a r ,  Lyndon and I, with  

the C hief J u s t ice  and Bobby, a n d  one of BobbY*s a id e s .  The s t r e e t s  w ere  

l in ed  with c h eer in g  c ro w d s .  We w aved and sm ile d .  A ll the w ay in there

had b een  s iz e a b le  c ro w d s ,  a lthough our route had not b een  announced t h e y

c/ ^n told me*/ ^nd  e v e n the v i s i t  had not b een  w e l l  known until about 5 o ’c lo ck  that
\

afternoon . H e lic o p te r s  had gone on ahead of us a l l  the w ay, and a good  

, m an y New York p o l ic e m e n  w e re  s ta tion ed  a l l  along the route , and at the 

o v e r p a s s e s .

 Bobby  and Lyndon im m ed ia te ly  b egan  a v e r y  e a r n e s t  c o n v e rsa t io n  about
C J /  ' ^

what the f i r s t  acts  should b e  when the C iv il  R ights B il l  w as  p a s s e d .  They

spoke of the p o s s ib i l i t y  of having a m ee t in g  of g o v e rn o rs  from  the s ta te s

a ffec ted  by the P u b lic  A ccom od ation s  m e a s u r e .  T here  s e e m e d  to be 19
)
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s ta te s ,  not ju st  southern  s ta te s ,  that don’t have public  a cco m o d a tio n s  law ,
Iin'ux-'j—̂

so  this would rather  take the off of the south ern  s ta te s ,  if  a m eetin g
)

of g o v e rn o rs  from  a l l  of them w ere  c a l le d  t o  try  to w ork  out m e a s u r e s  for  

a p ea cefu l  en fo rcem en t and tran sit ion .

And then they a ls o  d i s c u s s e d  appointing a m an - - Lyndon v ery  m u ch  wants  

a so u th er n e r - - a s  a m ed ia to r  when the com p la in ts  begin  ro lling  in,

I r e s p e c t  Bobby; in m any w ays  I a d m ire  h im , but I f e e l  a p ecu liar  

u n ea se  around h im , which I did not f e e l  around h is  b ro th er . Incidentally ,  

he n ev er  once sa id  the w ord, Jack or P r e s id e n t  Kennedy, he a lw ays  said  

"My broth er" . I haven't the v a g u e s t  idea  what i s  going on in  h is  m ind.

We w e r e  hom e and in  bed at a rea so n a b le  one o 'c lo ck .

I thought of the g rea t  con cen tra tion  of New Y ork w ealth  and s o c ie ty
■tu]

that I had seen  at the d inner. John Loeb; B ern ard  G im bels;  N orm an K,
A

Winston; Judge Fineburg; m an y s o c ia l i t e s  - -  the B il l  B la ir s ;  M rs . John R.

F e l l ,  and h er  beautifu l daughter; and our friends  David Dubinsky, who
it

m o v e s  in  so  m any c i r c l e s .  I have a fee l in g  i t  w as  International L ad ies  

G arm ent w o r k e rs  who had m ad e the contribution  that c a u sed  h is  p r e se n c e .

I think Steve Smith c o v e r e d  everyb od y  in h is  s e a r c h  for  donations.

The table fa v o rs  w ere  b eautifu lly  bound blue books of P r e s id e n t  Kennedy’ s 

Ours w as  the B urden and the Glory, a c o l le c t io n  of h is  s p e e c h e s ,  som e of 

w hich F r e d e r ic  M arch had read  fro m .
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I had enjoyed reading about Lynda’s a c t iv i t i e s ,  sw im m in g  in the ocean

MEMORANDUM

with s m a l l  c o lo re d  diving f in s ,  tackling pig and poi at the luau, r ec e iv in g
\ ~ 

a p ea co ck  fea th er  le i  from  the r e s id e n ts  of M aui.  What an  adventure^  ---------

for a young g ir l!  One thing I’d p a r t icu la r ly  not enjoyed , w as the r e fer en ce ^ ,  

s e v e r a l  t im e s  m ad e, that she had a sk ed  ph otographers  not to take p ic tu r e s .

I think she w as  w is e  to a sk  them not to when she w a s  in a bathing su it , but 

you can't s ee m  to win that w ay. I g u e s s  the m o r a l  has to be that you m u st  

take along a p r e s s  p e rso n , who is  part buffer and part som eon e  to sa t is fy  

their  le g it im a te  dem an d s.

C


