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I  s l e p t  la te  s e l f - in d u lg e n t ly ,  woke to r e a d  f i r s t  the n ew s  ab o u t  the
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a i r p l a n e  c r a s h - - the  d e ta i l s  a r e  s t i l l  n o t  c l e a r - - e x c e p t  th a t  T ed  K e n n ed y ’s 

b a c k  i s  b ro k e n .  The p lan e  c r a s h e d  in  an  ap p le  o r c h a r d ,  on top of a  k n o ll

j u s t  b e f o r e  the a p p r o a c h  to the a i r p o r t .  Som ehow , m i r a c u l o u s l y .  S e n a to r

O -
B ay h  and  M a r v e l l a ,  e s c a p e d  w ith  f a i r l y  m in o r  i n j u r i e s .

I c a l l e d  M r s .  R o se  K ennedy  f i r s t / m a y b e  th a t  show s the g e n e r a t io n  

I 'm  in - - m y  m i n d  going b a c k  to on ly  l a s t  T u e s d a y  n ig h t ,  w hen  I h a d  s e e n  h e r  

so  s l im  and  e l e g a n t /  a nd young looking,- in  New Y o rk ,  a n d  now th is  one m o r e  

b low . H e r  v o ic e  w a s  c a lm  a n d  s te a d y  -  w h a t  a  lo a d  s h e ' s h a d  to c a r r y .

And th en  I c a l l e d ,  h o p ing  to r e a c h  so m e  m e m b e r  of S en a to r  B a y h 's  

fa m i ly ,  a n d  w ound  up w ith  D r .  C o r r e d i n  i n  the  N o r th a m p to n  H o s p i ta l ,  who 

to ld  m e  a b o u t  e a c h  of th em - - B i r c h  a n d  M a r v e l l a - - b u t  I co u ld n t  ta lk  to e i t h e r  

one of th e m .  T h e n  he  a s k e d  m e  if  I ’d l ik e  to ta lk  to J o a n  K ennedy . She 

w a s  the  f i r s t  p e r s o n  who u s e d  the w o rd  ' p a r a l y s i s ’, d r e a d  a n d  f r ig h te n in g  

w o rd ,  j u s t  s o m e th in g  th a t  hung  o v e r  th e m , n o t  a t  a l l  a s  though / i t  w ou ld  

r e a l l y  h a p p e n .

She w a s  q u ic k  to s a y  th a t  he co u ld  u s e  b o th  h i s  a r m s  a n d  h i s  l e g s ,  

b u t  th e y  d id n ' t  know  q u ite  w h a t  the c o n d i t io n  of the b r o k e n  b o n e s  in  h i s  

b a c k  w e r e  -  a n d  s u r g e r y  w a s  in d e f in i te .

H is  e x e c u t iv e  a s s i s t a n t  h a d  a l r e a d y  d ie d  and  the  p i lo t  h a d  d ie d  im m e d ia te ly  

w h en  the p la n e  c r a s h e d .

N ex t,  I t a lk e d  to L y n d a ,  a n d  once  m o r e  i t  w a s  a l l  ab o u t p la n e s ,  b u t
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th is  t im e  ju s t  a  lo t  of e x c i t e m e n t  and  no t r o u b le .  A t the a i r p o r t ,  r e a d y  

to b o a r d  the p la n e ,  she  h a d  r u n  in to  a  l o v e r ’ s t r i a n g le .  A w o m an  who 

h ad  b e e n  h a v in g  an  a f f a i r  w ith  a  m a n ,  h a d  d e c id e d  to go b a c k  w ith  h e r  

h u s b a n d ,  w a s  go ing  to b o a r d  the  p lan e  w ith  h im ,  and  s t a r t  o f f^  I su p p o se  ■—> 

on a  s e c o n d  h o n e y m o o n .  The lo v e r  c a m e  a lo n g ,  w as  h e a r d  to t h r e a t e n  

h e r  l i fe ;  i t  a p p e a r e d  th a t  he  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  on b o a r d  the  p la n e ;  th e r e  

w a s  ta lk  of w h e th e r  he m ig h t  h av e  s e c r e t e d  a  b om b  s o m e w h e re  on i t .

The  a i r l i n e  o f f ic ia l s  o r d e r e d  a l l  lu g g a g e  ta k e n  off an d  s e a r c h e d ;  th a t  

took  a n  h o u r ;  and  th e n  the  S e c r e t  S e rv ic e  d e c id e d  th a t  L y n d a  B i r d  h ad  

b e t t e r  n o t  r id e  th a t  p lan e  a f t e r  a l l  b e c a u s e  th e r e  m ig h t  have  b e e n  so m e  

nook  o r  c r a n y  on w h ich  a  b o m b  h a d  b e e n  s e c r e t e d  a n d  h a d  no t b e e n  found.

So the p lan e  le f t  w ith  i t s  150 a n g r y  p a s s e n g e r s ,  an d  the m a n  an d  h is  w ife ,  

b u t  m in u s  the  l o v e r  who h a d  in te nded to go a lo n g  - th ey  d id n ’t l e t  h im .  And 

a l s o  m in u s  L y n d a  B i r d ,  who w a s  the m a d d e s t  of the lo t .

So she  h ad  s p e n t  one m o r e  n ig h t  in  H a w a ii ,  a n d  w a s  going to c a tc h  a  

p la n e  im m e d ia t e ly  a f t e r  I ta lk e d  to h e r ,  fo r  L o s  A n g e le s .

I d id  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  of p a p e r  w o rk ;  m e t  A s h to n 's  p a r e n t s ,  who w e re  

ju s t  up  fo r  the  w e ek e n d .  She h a s  so  l i t t l e  a n d  I ’m  so g la d  she i n t e r r u p t e d  

m e  so  th a t  I  co u ld  s a y  h e l lo  to th e m  a n d e x p r e s s  m y  g r a t i tu d e  to th em  f o r  

th a t  s w e e t  A sh to n ,

T h en  I w en t up on the ro o f ,  a n d  h a d  a  sun  b a th  an d  w a s te d  a  coup le  of 

^  h o u r s  r e a d in g  W ho’s A f ra id  of V irg in ia  W oolf, b u t  how w ould  I h av e  known

they  w e r e  w a s t e d ,  u n l e s s  I  h a d  e x p o s e d  m y s e l f  to i t?  And a f t e r  a l l  i t w a s
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one of the m o s t  p o p u la r  p la y s  d u r in g  the  1962-63 s e a s o n ,  b u t  I h ap p i ly  

b e l ie v e  in  a  P o l ly a n n a  f a s h io n  th a t  p eo p le  a r e  n o t  j u s t  th a t  c r u e l ,  no t 

th a t  b e n t  on d e g r a d a t io n  and  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i o n .

And th en  a t  ssix  the  Dale M i l l e r s  c a m e  o v e r  an d  L indy  and  H ale  B o g g s ,  

a n d  we w a lk e d  a r o u n d  the so u th  g ro u n d s ,  H a le ,  w ith  H im  on a  l e a s h ,  I 

w ith  H e r  on a  l e a s h ,  a n d  B la n c o  h a p p i ly  a t  f r e e d o m .  S c o o te r  and  the B oggs 

d e c id e d  to ju m p  in  s w im m in g ,  b u t  I took  off m y  s h o e s  an d  r a c e d  a c r o s s
A - . -5',

th a t  lovely ' g r e e n  g r a s s ,  w av ing  a t  the t o u r i s t s ,  lau g h in g  a t  the dogs  who 

p u l le d  m e  a r o u n d  a n d  a lm o s t  tu m b lin g  m e  o v e r ,  c h a s in g  e a c h  o th e r ,  b i t in g  

t h e i r  t a i l s ,  b i t in g  t h e i r  e a r s ,  tu m b lin g  o v e r  and  o v e r ,  ju m p in g  up h a p p i ly  

a t  the  fo u n ta in  fo r  a  d r in k ,  j u s t  a s  life  show s th e m . I  th ink  I ’l l  w r i t e  a  

l e t t e r  to L ife  M ag a z in e  an d  pu t a  paw  p r i n t  a s  the  s ig n a t u r e ,  an d  p r o t e s t  

th a t  Li f e  i s  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g ,  b e c a u s e  i t  s e n d s  a n  a lb u m  to e v e ry b o d y  w ho ha;^ 

a  c o v e r  s t o r y  on L i fe ,  b u t  i t  h a s n ’ t s e n t  H im  an d  H e r  any  a lb u m  y e t .

One of the th in g s  th a t  I w ou ld  r e m e m b e r  m o s t  h a p p i ly  w hen  I  le a v e  h e r e ,

i s  th is  long  e x p a n s e  of g r e e n  g r a s s  and  the  no b le  t r e e s ,  and the v iew  of the

c.
W ash in g to n  M o n u m en t a n d  the J e f f e r s o n  M em o ria l* ,  a-s e v en in g  a p p r o a c h e s .

T h e n  we w en t in  an d  I  h a d  m y  20 la p s  w h ile  I a sk « d  H a le  q u e s t io n s  ab o u t

the p r o g r e s s  of C iv i l  R ig h ts  in  the  H o u se .  He s a id  they  h a d  s e t  Ju ly  4 th

a s  p a s s a g e  d a y /a n d ^  b a r  r in g  t r o u b l e s ,  w ou ld  a c h ie v e  i t .

B u t now , w ith  v i c to r y  in  s ig h t ,  e v e r y b o d y ’s m in d  tu r n s  to the p r o b le m s

'' th a t  v i c t o r y  w i l l  b r in g  in  i t s  w a k e ,  N o  s lu t io n s  y e t ,  n o t  f o r  a  d e ca d e  -  o r
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s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s ,  b u t  t e n s io n  an d  t ro u b le ,  and  p ro b a b ly  b lo o d  sh ed .

D ale  M i l l e r  e v en  p e e le d  off h i s  p r e t t y  w h ite  d in n e r  j a c k e t ,  d o nned  a  

b a th in g  s u i t  - n e a r l y  e v e ry b o d y  h a d  a  sw im . The J e n k in s  jo in e d  u s ,  we 

a l l  h a d  a  couple of d r in k s ,  bu t a b o u t  8 o ’c lo c k ,  the  B oggs  and  the M i l l e r s

le f t  f o r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  d in n e r  p a r t i e s ,  j u s t  a s  W illie  Day T a y lo r  w as
d L o - ■

c o m in g  up a n d  the fo u r  of u s  s at down fo r  d in n e r .

A nd th en  up to  the  s o l a r iu m  f o r  b r i d g e . . . a   d e l ig h tfu l  s e l f - in d u lg e n c e ,

I g e t  a r o u n d  to a b o u t  t h r e e  t im e s  a  y e a r !

A t 10 o 'c lo c k ,  I t u r n e d  on G un s m o k e , e x p e c t in g  to s a y  th a t ,  "N ow  i t ’s 

t im e  fo r  u s  to  q u it  th is  b r id g e  g a m e ,  an d  f o r  m e  to have  m y  w e e k ly  o p iu m ,"  

b u t  lo  an d  b e h o ld  th e r e  w a s  b a s e b a l l  -  an d  now I know  how  the  s w i tc h b o a rd  

o p e r a t o r  a t  KTBC m u s t  f e e l ,  b e c a u s e  I w as  in d ig n a n t ,  i n c e n s e d ,  d e p r i v e d .

I c a l l e d  a b o u t  e v e r y  10 m in u te s ,  b u t  no G u n sm o k e  -  " Y e s ,  I  h a d  the  r i g h t  

c h a n n e l .  , , No, th ey  w e r e n ' t  go ing  to  h av e  i t ,  they  w e r e  h av in g  b a s e b a l l  

i n s t e a d . "  So we p la y e d  b r id g e  u n t i l  n e a r l y  e le v e n ,  and  th e n  to b e d ,  hop ing  

th a t  L y n d a  h a d  jo in e d  h e r  f a th e r  and  p u t  in  a  good  p e r f o r m a n c e  a t  L o s  

A n g e le s ,  f e e l in g  a  b i t  a s  though I h a d  l e t  h im  dow n b y  n o t b e in g  w ith  h im  

m y s e l f .
# # # # # # #


