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F R ID A Y ,  June 26, page 2

F r id a y , June 26th , to  m y annoyance I  woke up 

v e ry  e a rly , but was w e ll repaid by seeing the opalescent 

tin te d  w a te r and a sh ip  p a ssin g , and then I  m u s t have d rifte d  

back to  sleep because the next th ing  I  knew L i z  was waking me 

up. I t  was a fte r ten . She can never w a it fo r  the next event.

I  had fre sh -c a u g h t w hite f is h  in  bed fo r  b re a k fa st, and at 

eleven o ' clock le ft  w ith  L i z  and M r .  W o o d fill, ou r h o s t, fo r  

a good day lig h t v iew  o f the Mackinaw Is la n d , we went in  the 

elegant h o rse  drawn v is - a - v is .

M r .  W o o d fill was a m a rve lo u s guide. We drove past 

the h o te l, h is  l i fe  and h is  d e lig h t. He to ld  me th a t in  June he 

t r ie d  to get as many conventions as p o ss ib le , and then in

J u ly  and A ugust w ere fa m ily  m o n th s--h ik in g , g o lf, h o rs e -

back  r id in g  and b icycles w ere  the m a in  e n te rta inm e nt 

o f the  is la n d . Th e re  w ere 2000  

b icyc les on the is la n d  he sa id , and we saw at le a s t 1500 o f them  

tha t day, m o st o f them  w ith  c h ild re n  on the m . I t  is  evidently  

a c h ild re n 's  p a ra d ise .

Th e  v e ry  a ir  i t s e l f  is  oneof the  m o st d e lig h tfu l

featu re s ,  so f re s h  and pure and makes you k  fee l lik e  walking  

10 m ile s ,  and scented w ith  balsam  and li la c . I t  is  a h i l ly ,  wooded 

is la n d / cedar, sp ruc e , ba lsam , tam arac, and the fo re s ts  are fu l l



of l i t t le  f lo w e rs  - -  ye llo w  and orange - -  which they in s is te d  

on calling  Indian pa in t b ru sh , but a re n 't at a ll,  at le a st a re n 't  

Te x a s Indian pa int b ru sh . And whole carpets o f b lu ish  lavendar
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fo rg e t-m e -n o ts. And in  everybody's y a rd  b r i idel w re a th ,

peonies, the m o st e xq u isite  tub e rous begonias I  eve r saw ,
passed

and li la c , li la c , l i la c . We pA^;t by homes owned by se ve ra l 

of the Cud a h y s  ( ? ) .  He showed me the G o v e rn o r's  m ansion  

w he re  Nancy had liv e d  so long, and, which the Rom neys do not 

make a  g rea t deal of use o f he sa id , the home of the f i r s t  

A s to r ,  of one o f the B id d le s , the F e r r y  fa m ily  who owned the

ax'

fam ous seed house/\all o f them  big ra m b lin g  houses su ite d  fo r  

la rg e  fa m ilie s  and casual l iv in g .

We asked h im  how much one o f them  would cost i f
II f

they came up fo r  sa le now, and he sa id  about $15, 000 o r  

$18^000, but you re a lize  they would take a good deal o f w ork ing  

on the in s id e  i f  you wanted a m odern in te r io r .  I t  would be an 

idealic  th ing  to  do, and the p ric e  rathe r  s u rp r is e d  me i t  was 

so lo w .

A lso  we passed a la rg e  M R A  - -  M o ra l R e a rm a m e n t  

C om plex. Th e y  own a lo t o f p ro p e rty  on the is la n d  and have I  gather 

ra th e r annoyed h im  by taking i t  o v e r.
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Mackinac Is la n d , he sa y s, was the hub of c iv iliz a tio n  

o f the lake? because o f the fo r t  and the m il i ta ry  g a rr is o n  and the 

citadel - - i t  was the c ro ss  roads o f the lake  i t  was a lso  where  

a ll the fu r  trade took place. Th e  fla g s of F ra n c e , England  

and the U n ite d  Sta tes have flo w n  over i t .  Many of the s tre e t  

nam es s t i l l  bear evidence o f i t s  F re n c h  h is to ry .

We stopped at the n a tu ra l b rid g e . I  took a w alk in  

the woods. Not m y s o r t  o f a walk - -  |not a 5 m ile  w alk but 

probably a h a lf a m ile .  We explored the fo r t  th o ro u g h ly , 

the block ho use s, dungeons , stockades. I t  is  a ll beauti-

fu l ly  kept w ith  a g rea t sense o f h is to ry ,  and the fu l l  

knowledge that to u r is m  is  th e ir  m a jo r in d u s try .

M r .  W o o d fill bought the hote l way back before  the  

d e p re ssio n  and then ju s t  a year befor e the d e p re ssio n  he so ld . 

Th e  next ow ners n a tu ra lly  went p ra c tic a lly  broke and he 

bought i t  back, and has rem ained i t s  manager ever sinc e , 

although he has once m o re  som ew here along the way so ld  

i t ,  I  th in k . He liv e s  alone, the why of i t  is  a sad s to ry , but 

he doesn 't seem in  the le a s t sad. In  fact I  would say he 

has a tho ro ug h ly  sa tis fa c to ry  l i fe .
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We re tu rn e d  fo r  a seafood lunch, too good and 

fo llo w in g  too fa s t upon that b re a k fa st, and then at one- 

th i r ty  le f t  fo r  the boat dock, waved goodbye to tha t en-

chanting postca rd  vacation spo t, and got in  the speed boat 

to go to M ackinaw C ity . A s we le f t  the h a rb o r the boats gave 

a sa lu te , th re e  long b la s ts  and th re e  s h o rt b la s ts . On the 

other side we decided tha t we ju s t  had tim e  to make a detour 

to go up on the gorgeous b rid g e , the on e I  had seen la s t  n ig h t.

I t  does not c r o s s  to Mackinac Is la n d  but what is  called the
/

Up p er P e n in su la ,  t h e reby b rin g in g  the sc a rc e ly  populated 

Upper P e n in su la  and the m ill io n s  o f vacation-hungry people 

in  D e tro it  and so fo r th  c lo se r to g e the r. L a s t  n ig h t we had 

seen i t  stre tc he d  lik e  a diamond necklace a c ro ss the w a te r, 

ju s t  a fa iry  g o ssa m e r th read o f a b rid g e . I  understand i t  was 

b u ilt  by Soapy W il l ia m s  at k  g reat cost . Republicans have 

been beating h im  over the head w ith  i t  ever s in c e . B u t I  bet 

the ye a rs w i l l  p rove Soapy is  r ig h t .

A t the Pellton 6 / ^ Ai r por t  th e re  were m ore  ha rd s  

to shake along the fence and then the plane to D e tro it  where I  

got in  q u ie tly  w itho u t any cerem ony and drove to the Shera ton  

Cadi lla c  H o te l. Lyndon a rr iv e d  at a lm o s t  the same t im e . I t  

was good connections. I  changed c lothes and had a h a ir-d o  and 

was ready fo r  another one o f those fu ndra is in g  n ig h ts . . . Spelled  

Fund , not F u n .
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m F i r s t  we went to the P re s id e n t 's  Club reception

w here th e re  w ere about 200 people, a goodly num ber in  

M ichigan they te l l  me fo r  putting  up $1OOO each fo r  the Dem o-

c ra tic  P a r ty .  I  t r ie d  to m eet everybody and make our one 

l i t t le  m inute  w ith  each of them count.

And then la te r  we went t  o the Cobo (? ) H a ll - -  Lyndon  

and I  - -  fo r  the fu n d - ra is in g  d inne r i t s e l f .  Th e  m o st rem arkab le  

th ing  about the evening was that H e n ry  F o rd  showed up and sa t 

at the head ta b le . I  should th in k  i t  m u s t have been ra th e r hard  

f o r  h im .

And then down in  the audience at f i r s t  unnoticed but
f

found by L i z -- t r u s t  L i z  to b ird -d og  h im  out - th e re  was a high  

o ff ic ia l,  perhaps a Vice P re s id e n t I  th in k , o f G enera l M o to rs .

I t  was only la te r  we found the re  was somebody fro m  the 

C h ry s le r  h e ira rc h y .

Lyndon added an im p ro m p tu  lin e  in  h is  speech that 

he was glad th e re  was a F o rd  in  h is  fu tu re  and tha t i t  looked 

lik e  th e re  m ig h t be a C he vro le t  too.  Soapy, Neal S ta b le r, 

G o ve rno r  Swainson all spoke.  I  was glad to see M i l l i e  J e ffre y

again, and that p re tty  blond A lic e  Sw ainson . Th e  m o st 

im p re ss iv e  th ing  about the evening was the p o s s ib il ity  fo r  u n ity , 

ce ssa tio n  o f s t r i fe  between busines s and la b o r, between the 

red hot lib e ra ls  and what we hopefu lly  believe to be the bulk
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of the D em ocra tic  P a r ty ,  tha t i s ,  the m o d e ra te s.

Ly n d o n 's  speech was m ea sured , hopefu l, one 

tha t would appeal to  the b u s in e ss  com m unity , would be I
I

hope acceptable to a ll D e m o c ra ts, and su re  d idn ' t  ru n  o ff 

the Republicans .

I  had to get up and say m y "Tw in k le - tw in k le  l i t t le  s ta r "  

I t  was ju s t  a bouquet fo r  the scenic de light o f th e ir  vacation  

land, th e ir  lo ve ly  Mackinac Is la n d , and thanked everybody. 

I t  was the b iggest tu rn o u t they had ever had fo r  a fu n d -ra is in g  

d inne r in  D e tro it  so they to ld  m e . T o  me an in te re s tin g  p a rt 

of i t  was to see Soapy W illia m s  in  opera tion . He has c e rta in ly  

been a durable c ha ra c te r in  e lective o ffic e , and I  fin d  h im  and 

Nancy v e ry  likeab le  although I  guess we have each been ra ise d  

to expect the o the r to be a s o r t  o f bugaboo,

A la s , a few days la te r ,  and evening composed o f 

2000 people becomes ra th e r fa c e le ss . I t  doesn 't stand out 

in  the m e m o ry  lik e  the unique day in  M ackinac.

m


