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W ednesday , J u ly  1st b eg an  w ith  an  u p s ta i r s  v i s i t  

w ith m y  h o u se  g u e s t  - - a  th i rd  cup of coffee   s i t t in g  on 

the b ed  w hile  I l i s t e n e d  to  M a ry  R a th e r  t e l l  abou t w hat the 

c h i ld re n  w e re  doing; s h e  h e r s e l f  h as  to  le a v e  th is  a f te rn o o n  

w ith  S c o o te r  to  go up to  A tlan tic  C ity  to  t r y  to  so lve  th e  housing  

s i tu a t io n  - -  p o o r  h a p le s s  sou l - -  fo r  the T ex as  d e le g a te s  who 

a r e  com ing  to  the  C onven tion .

M a ry  has  g iven  h e r  l i fe  to  th e  c h i ld re n  and  in the  

p r o c e s s  a  good d ea l  of the  bubbling  ga ity  h as  som ehow  d e p a r te d  

and  th a t  I r e g r e t ,  b u t  I am  so  g lad  she  is  he up h e r e  to s h a re  in 

a  l i t t le  b i t  of th e  fun th a t  is  o u rs  b e c a u s e  fo r  so long she  was 

p a r t n e r  in w h a te v e r  we cou ld  a c h ie v e .

The F r a n k  E rw in s  had  had  to le a v e  to  c a tc h  an  e a r ly  

p la n e  so  I w ent on to  ‘se e  the  D onald T h o m a s e s  to  have a  l a s t  

cup of  co f fe e ,  J a n e  w as bubb ling  with h e r  t r i p  to  E u ro p e .  

T hey  a r e  bo th  g ro w in g  a  g r e a t  d e a l ,  she and Donald in t h e i r  

i n t e r e s t s ,  a c h ie v e m e n ts .

T h en  I w ent down to the  D ip lo m atic  R ec ep tio n  Room  

t o have  a  p ic tu re  m a d e  f o r  a  S a lva tion  A rm y  B en e fit  F a sh io n  

Show w hich ta k e s  p la c e  in the f a l l .  Then  t h e r e  w as m a i l  to s ign  

and  th en  a  d a sh  out to  t r y  to  find a  b i r th d a y  p r e s en t fo r  L u c i  

T o m o rro w  is h e r  b i r th d a y .  And then b a c k  to  r e c e iv e  M r s ,



M e rc e r  Cook, the wife of our  A m b a s sa d o r  to S enegal.

H er  husband  h as  f o r m e r ly  been  our  A m b a s sa d o r  to  som e 

o th e r  A fr ic a n  co u n try ,  and is about to be t r a n s f e r r e d ,  and 

sh e  was going to le a v e  in a few d a y s .  I had m e t  h e r  on m y  

t r i p to  Senegal,  m y  v e r y  f i r s t  out-of-4;he-country t r i p  with 

Lyndon a f t e r  h e  b e c a m e  Vice P r e s id e n t  in A p r i l  of 1961, it 

w a s .

And th e n  R o b i n  and Angie g a th e re d  us up in L yndon 's  

office and off we took to  the re c e p t io n  given by  the P r e s id e n t  

of C o s ta  R ica  and M r s .  O r l ic h  in the P an  A m e r ic a n  Union 

B uild ing , which w as beau tifu l,  hot and  stu ffed  with people; 

im p o ss ib le  to  have r e a l ly  f ru i t fu l  c o n v e rsa t io n  when it  is  body- 

to-body  as  f a r  a s  you can  s e e .

We bade  our  h o s ts  goodbye on the f ro n t  s te p s  of the  

c h a rm in g  P a n  A m e r ic a n  Union B uild ing , went b ack  to the White 

H ouse fo r  a  qu ie t d in n er  - -  ju s t  us - -  and then  down to  the  m ovie  

th e a t r e  w ith Lynda to  se e  the  Night of the  I g u a n a  which 

had  b een  sho t in P u e r t o Vallerta  the spot m y  b ro th e r  Tony

d e s c r ib e d  a s  T h e  P o o r  M an 's  A capu lco , s t a r r i n g  one of the  m o s t  

ta lk e d  about m e n  of th e  day, R ic h a rd  B u rto n , and Ava G a rd n e r ,  

and w r i t te n  by  T e n n e ss e e  W ill iam s  w hose p lays  have fa sc in a te d  

m e  if a t  t im e s  re v o l te d  m e  fo r  the p a s t  d ecad e .
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Lyndon c o s i ly  went to  s le e p  in the  b ig  c h a i r  and 

p r e t ty  soon we s a id  "Go on u p s ta i r s  and go to  bed  w h ere  it 

is  m o r e  c o m f o r t a b l e , ” and Lynda B ird  and I s e t t le d  down to 

c o m m is e r a te  w ith  the  lo s t  s ouls w hich T e n n e s s e e  W illiam s 

h a s  a  unique ab il i ty  to  p o r t r a y  fo r  a  couple of d e l ig h tfu l  h o u r s ,  

one of the  f r in g e  b e n e f i ts  of th is  p la c e  on which we have a 

t e m p o r a r y  l e a s e .
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