
T h u rs d a y ,  J u ly  2nd, L u c i 's  17th b i r th d a y .

S even teen th  was a  v e r y  s p e c ia l  y e a r  with m e  - -  the  y e a r  

w hen  I began  fa lling  in love with som ebody  new each  A p r i l ,  

and now L u c i  a t  17 is a  r e a l  b eau ty  and v e ry  m u ch  m o re  grow n 

up and v e r y  m u ch  m o re  fe m a le  than  I was a t 17.

W hile Lyndon and  I w e re  having b r e a k fa s t  in bed  

we got h e r  to co m e  in and  jo in  u s ,  and I show ed h e r  the n ight 

gown and ro b e  outfits  I had  bought - th e  two f ro m  which she  was 

to  choose  - -  and  found to  m y  c h a g r in  th a t  the h a i r  p ie c e  w hich 

w as a  v e r y  p r iv a te  and p e r s o n a l  and n o t-to-be-to ld  to th e  P r e s s  

g ift had  b e e n  d e l iv e re d  to  h e r  b ed ro o m  in s te a d  of m ine^so  she  

knew  a l l  about i t .  T h a t  was to keep  h e r  f ro m  b o rro w in g  m ine  

w hich she h a s  b een  doing on a l l  s o r t s  of sp e c ia l  o c c c a s io n s .

L a t e r  in the day Lyndon se n t  h e r  a  sw ee t note and a 

ye llow  r o s e ,  and  L u c i and L ynda and I had  lunch in m y  b e d ro o m  

w ith  a  b i r th d a y  cake  m a d e  by Z ep h y r  - - a  lem o n  cake - -  with 

18 c an d le s  on it ,  one to  g row  on, w hich she then  cu t re a l iz in g  

th a t  she  would have to  take  it down l a t e r  in the day to  be shown
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to the P r e s s  fo r  h e r  b i r th d a y  p ic tu r e s  w i t h  a l a r g e  hunk
y

cu t  out of i t .
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In the  a f te rn o o n  I s ig n ed  m a i l  and au to g rap h ed  

p ic tu r e s  and got M iss  Chapow ick i to  w o rk  on m y  b a c k  with 

i ts  p e c u l ia r   a i lm e n t  and p o n d e re d  w h e th e r  o r  not the 

s u c c e s s io n  of the  days  even ts  would r e s u l t  in our  going to T e x a s .  

So I got H elen  to  p ack  a  bag fo r  m e  in c a se  we went and one fo r  

L yndon , a l e r t e d  Lynda to  the  p o s s ib i l i ty  of our  going, and she 

dec ided  th a t  she  had  b e t t e r  ca tc h  the p lane  to m o rro w  - -  the  

back-up p la n e .  T h e re  is no q u es tio n  of L u c i  going b e c a u se  

S ta ffo rd  and  Ann H utch inson  a r e  having a  b i r th d a y  p a r ty  fo r  h e r  

ton igh t and then  she has  a  w eekend  fu ll of p la n s .

Ju ly  is  r e a l ly  m y  m o n th  off, and the l a s t  few days of 

Ju n e ,  and one of the  an n o u n cem en ts  of m y  independence  was 

going out to th e  O lney with L u c i,  and th e r e  w ill p ro b ab ly  be a lo t 

m o r e  of th e m -- b r id g e ,  m o v ie s ,  p lays  with Lynda , m aybe  

even  a  t r i p  to  se e  P r e s id e n t  T r u m a n 's  L ib r a r y .

The s to r y  th a t  I l ik e  b e s t  abou t L u c i / s  b ir th d a y  sa id  

th a t  she  w as g la d  ̂ to have  a  day  off to s le e p  la te  and ”wa s h m y  

h a i r ” . But on the tpcx. o th e r  hand she s a id  th a t  h e r  job as o p to m e -  

t r y  a s s i s t a n t  to  D r .  Kr e s k i  is  ju s t  a s  " th r i l l in g  and I co u ld n 't  

a s k  fo r  anyth ing  b e t t e r ,  ” and she p lan s  to  becom e a m e d ic a l  

a s s i s t a n t  w ork ing  in c a n c e r  r e s e a r c h .  T ha t is g r e a t .  I co u ld n 't  

a s k  fo r  anyth ing  b e t t e r .
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And way th e r e  in  the back g ro u n d  of the day 

th e r e  is  p r e s e n t  in m y  m in d ,  and I am  s u re  in Lyndon 's  m in d ,  

was the fac t  th a t  i t  is  not only L u c i 's  17th b ir th d a y ,  but the 

9th b i r th d a y  of h i s --L y n d o n 's --s e r io u s  h e a r t  a t ta c k .  F o r  the 

f i r s t  few y e a r s  he p a s s e d  th o se  m i le s to n e s  s tepp ing  softly  

with g r e a t  t r e p id a t io n .  Now we a c t  a lm o s t  a s  though 

i t  had  not b e e n ,  though Lyndon and I w ill not fo rg e t .

In the m id d le  of the a f te rn o o n  the big  news of th e  day - -

the big  new s of the l a s t  s ix  m onths  and p e rh a p s  of a  y e a r  - -  took

p la c e .  'C iv i l  R ights  B il l  p a s s e s  H o u se . L B J 's  s ig n a tu re  m a k e s

it a  law  to d ay . The House vo ted  f in a l  c o n g re s s io n a l  p a s sa g e  of

an h i s to r ic C iv il  R ights  B il l  today  and P r e s id e n t  Jo h n so n

a r r a n g e d  to s ig n  it  into the law  of the  lan d  w ithin  a  m a t t e r  of

h o u r s . "  The vote  was 289  to  126. One of the  in te re s t in g

c o m m e n ta r ie s  c a m e  f ro m  R ep . Welt n e r  of G e o rg ia ,  a m o d e ra te

who two y e a r s  ago o u s ted  s e g re g a t io n is t  J a m e s  Davis f ro m  the

s e a t  he he ld  fo r  th a t  A tlan ta  a r e a .  Welt n e r  sa id  h e  "c o u ld  have

voted no today  with t r a d i t io n  and  sa fe ty ,  " b u t  he d e c la re d  "I b e liev e

a  g r e a t e r  c a u se  can  be s e r v e d .  Change sw ift an d  c e r t a in  is upon

us and we in the South face  so m e  d iff icu lt d e c is io n s .  We could
th e i r

offer r e s i s t a n c e  and defiance  with their h a r v e s t  of striffe and tu m u lt .

We c a n  su f fe r  con tinued  d e m o n s tra t io n s  with th e i r  wake of v io lence  

and d i s o r d e r ,  o r  we can acknow ledge th is  m e a s u r e  as  the  law  of the  lane
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We can a c c e p t  the v e r d ic t  of the  n a t i o n . ” He added , " I  w ill 

add  m y  vo ice  to  th o se  who se e k  r e a s o n e d  and c o n c i l ia to ry  

a d ju s tm e n t  to  a  new r e a l i t y . "

It is  a  p r e t ty  c o u rag eo u s  d e c is io n  fo r  h im .

At s ix  th i r ty   th e r e  was a  c e re m o n y  in the 

E a s t  Room , a  s ign ing  of the  C iv il  R ights B il l ,  co m p le te  with 

T V ,  a l l  the l e a d e r s  of the  C o n g re s s  l in ed  up beh ind  Lyndon 

a s  he s igned  the  b i l l  with so m e  s e v e r a l  s c o re s  of p e n s ,  each  

one could h a rd ly  have go tten  to do one s in g le  l e t t e r .  M ike 

M an sf ie ld ,  D irk se n ,  Hale B oggs , the A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l ,  e v e r y -

body in the  le g is la t iv e  b r a n c h  on the  e n fo rc e m e n t  branch 

who w e re  c o n c e rn e d  with th e  b i l l  w e re  p r e s e n t .  It was a  v e ry  

d r a m a t ic  o c c a s io n ,  and a  r e a l ly  m a g n if ic e n t  te le v is e d  s ta te m e n t

b y  Lyndon . An odd th ing  - -  when he f in ish ed  H u b ert  H um phrey
c
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fo r  so m e  h i s to r i c  p u rp o s e ,  and it  had  v a n ish e d .  M illing  a ro u n d

w ent up to s e e  if  he could get the copy th a t  he had  r e a d  f ro m  to keep

in  the c row d  so m e  of the  n e w sp a p e r  w om en a sk e d  m e ^  I th ink  it

w as a  wom an r e p re s e n t in g  so m e  N eg ro  p a p e r ^ w h a t  I though t of it,
b i l l  '

and I sa id  m y  m in d  w ent b ack  to  the  b i l l  of 1957 and a l l  th o se

nights, m an y , m an y , m a n y  n ig h ts ,  som eth ing  like  37 n ig h ts ,

Lyndon had spen t on a  cot in the C ap ito l  and I had tak en  hot m e a l  

a f t e r  ho t m e a l ,  and  change of c lo th es  a f te r  change of c lo th es  down 

to  h im , and so  th is  was ju s t  one s tep  in a long chain  of s te p s .
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As I had s lip p ed  qu ie tly  into a s e a t  I had par t icu la rly -  

n o ticed  th e  A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l  s i t t in g  on the f ro n t  row , and 

w o n d ered  w hat was going on in h is  m in d ,  th is  b i l l  th a t  h is  

b r o th e r  had  s p o n so re d  so  a rd e n t ly ,  had  p inned  so  m uch  hope 

on, th a t  he  h im s e l f  had  p u sh ed ,  and had f ina lly  com e to  p a s s a g e ,

I be liev e  with the earnest dogged he lp  of Lyndon. I w atched  the 

A t to rn e y  G e n e r a l 's  im p a ss iv e  face  and the v e ry  m e a s u r e d  clapping 

o/ h is  hands which would not have d is tu rb e d  a  gnat s leep ing  

c a lm ly  in h is  p a lm .

I le f t the E a s t  Room  fee ling  th a t  I had r e a l ly  se e n  s o m e -

th in g  s t a r t  in th is  N a tio n 's  h i s to r y  f ra u g h t  w ith m u c h  good and 

m  uch t ro u b le .

And then I b egan  to  w onder what happened  n ex t?

T h e re  w e re  s e v e r a l  h o u rs  of w rapp ing  up b u s in e s s  and a  ca l l  

f ro m  Lyndon as  though he had  ju s t  thought of i t ,  "W hat do you 

th in k ?  We m ig h t  ju s t  get off to T exas  to n ig h t ."  I was a l l  fo r  i t .

I  w as e v e ry  b i t  r e a d y .  W illie  Day s tand ing  by to  ch ap e ro n e  L u c i.  

B ags p a c k e d .  We had  a  b i te  of d in n e r .  And f in a lly  a t  t e n - th i r ty  

w ith a h igh s en s e  of e la t io n ,  the b e s t  s e n se  of a c h ie v e m e n t  I 

th in k  th a t  we have had  in th is   job  b e c a u s e  th e  l a s t  week has 

r e a l ly  been  a p ro d u c tiv e  one, the l a s t  two w eek s ,  the s ign ing  of 

the C iv il  R ights  B il l ,  the F o re ig n  Aid B il l ,  a  goodly m a s s  of 

le g is la t io n  a c c o m p lish e d .
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We got on th e  ch o p p e r  on the  South Lawn about 

t e n - th i r t y ,  L y ndon and I, B il l  M oyer s ,  V ick i,  ou r  S e c re t  

S e rv ic e ,  and then  to  A n d rew s ,  an d  th e n  to  fly to the r a n c h .

We went in the J e t  S ta r  so we d id n 't  have to  s top in A us tin ,  but 

could la n d  r ig h t  a t  the  r a n c h .  It was a  s h o r t  t r i p ,  a  good 

n a p , and  then  w ith  th a t  s e n se  of ad v en tu re  and  

youth  and r e l e a s e ,  the p e r f e c t  beg inn ing  fo r  a  v aca tio n ,  

we lan d ed  a t  the  L B J  R anch  about m id n ig h t  T exas  t im e ,  and 

in to  b ed  with one of th o se  n igh ts  th a t  does not th ink  about 

to m o r ro w ,  a  w onderfu l  s e n se  of e u p h o r ia ,  r a r e l y  a t ta in e d .
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