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II s l e p t  u n t i l  n in e ,  L y n d o n  a n d  I, in  o u r  own b e d  a t  the  r a n c h ! T h is  

i s  the  m o n th  the  l a r k  a r i s e s  in  m y  h e a r t ,

Ju ly  i s  the  m o n th  of joy  b e c a u s e  you shu ff le  off the c o i l s  of o b l ig a t io n  

a n d  f e e l  l ik e  a  f r e e  s p i r i t .

L y n d o n  a n d  I  h a d  b r e a k f a s t  in  b e d  and  th en  I r e a d  T he  A c c id e n t  by 

E l i z a b e th  J a n e w a y ,  e x c e l l e n t  b o ok . T h e n  I w a n d e re d  o v e r  the  y a r d ,  

w h e re  the  y e l lo w , o r a n g e ,  w h i te ,  p e r s i m m o n ,  m e lo n  c o lo r e d  z inn i a s  a r e  

p r e t t i e r  th a n  I*ve e v e r  s e e n  th em  b e f o r e .  One p e a  h e n  h a s  two l i t t l e  

c h ic k s  a n d  a n o th e r  h a s  t h r e e ,  an d  the  p e a c o c k ’ s t a i l  h a s  a t  l a s t  g r o wn 

lo n g  a n d  h a n d s o m e ,  h i s  f a v o r i t e  h a b i t a t   i s  the  c h im n e y ,  e i t h e r  c h im n e y .

He g e ts  up  t h e r e ,  s c r e a m s  "Help|" a n d  the n o is e  c o m e s  down the f l u ^ . ^  

a  m o s t  f r ig h te n in g  fa s h io n .

W hile  I  w a s  o u t  in  a  b a th in g  s u i t  i n  the  h a m m o c k  b y  the p o o l ,  g e t t in g  

s o m e  su n , L y n d o n  w en t off w ith  A . W. I c a n ' t  im a g in e  an y th in g  I ’d r a t h e r  

h a v e  h im  do e x c e p t  th a t  I w o u ld  h av e  w a n te d  to be  r ig h t  b y  h im  i f  I  h a d  known 

h e  w a s  go ing .

We h a d  h a m b u r g e r s  f o r  a  l a te  lu n c h ,  a n d  L y n d a  B i r d  c a m e  in  f ro m  

W ashington,--a c c o m p a n i e d  by  D ave L e F e v e ,  a n d  then  in  the  m id d le  of the

a f t e r n o o n  w e l e f t  f o r  the  b ig  a d v e n tu r e ,

In a  h e l i c o p t e r ,  L y n d o n , L y n d a ,  Jewel M a la c h e k ,  A. W . , Dave an d  I.

We w en t o v e r  to the  N ic h o ls o n s , w h e re  we la n d e d ,  a n d  th e n  p r o c e e d e d  by 

c a r  to M a r y  M a r g a r e t ' s  h o u s e  on the  b a n k s  of the  la k e ,  and  E a r l  a n d  W eezy  

D eathe m e t  u s  t h e r e  w ith  the  b ig  b o a t ,  the  f i r s t  t im e  w e 'v e  s e e n  i t .  A co m fo r ta b le
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b o a t  th a t  w i l l  s l e e p  f o u r ,  an d  c a r r y  s o m e  16 o r  m o r e  p le a s a n t ly .

We c a l l e d  J e s s e  a n d  a s k e d  h im  to b r in g  u s  s o m e  of o u r  f a v o r i t e  f r i e n d s  

o u t to go b o a t  r id in g  a n d  to jo in  u s  f o r  d in n e r  a t  the H ayw ood. He h a d  a s k e d  

the  T o m  M i l l e r s -- T om  g ro w s  m o r e  l ik e  h i s  f a th e r  e v e r y  y e a r ;  the  young 

M c C r u m m i n s ;  the  B il ly  B a i l e y s - - M a r y  L ove  s t i l l  a s  g en t le  a n d  v e lv e t  a n d  

p r e t t y  a s  e v e r ;  a n d  the J a c k  M a g u i r e s ,  who i n t e r e s t  m e  p a r t i c u l a r ly  b e c a u s e  

of h i s  c lo s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  th e  U n iv e r s i ty ,

We a l l  r e n d e z v o u s e d  a t  M a r y  M a r g a r e t ’ s a lo n g  w i th  J e s s e ,  a n d  I w a s  

so  h a p p y  to se e  th a t  J e s s e  s e e m e d  a  l i t t l e  l e s s  p a le  a n d  th in  a n d  s i l e n t , 

a l m o s t  a s  though  he  w e r e  c o m in g  b a c k  f r o m  the la n d  of s a d n e s s .  We a l l  

go t on the b o a t ,  s o m e  up  f r o n t  l y i n g  on  th a t  w o n d e r fu l  p a d ,  w h e r e  y ou  c an  

j u s t  l ie  down a n d  lo o k  a t  the  sk y , s o m e  s i t t in g  on the f ro n t  e n d  an d  s e v e r a l  

of u s  in  the  r e a r ,  w h e r e  th e r e  a r e  two long  u p h o l s t e r e d  s e a t s .

We ro d e  dow n to the  d am  of W ir tz  L a k e - - on ly  one  m a n 's  l i f e t im e  b e tw e e n  

a  d r e a m  and  th is  w o n d e r fu l  f r u i t io n .  How g lad  I  a m .  I t ' s  one of th e  th in g s  

I  l ik e  b e s t  a b o u t  L y n d o n -- th a t  he  go t th is  d am  a n d  th is  la k e  n a m e d  a f t e r  

S e n a to r  W ir t z ,  who th o ugh t of the w hole  g r e a t  c o m p le x  and  w o rk e d  so  m a n y  

y e a r s  f o r  i t .

L a t e r ,  we w en t b a c k  to p ic k  up  M a r i a l le n  a t  M a r y  M a r g a r e t ' s ,  and  I 

ju m p e d  off th e  b o a t  a n d  sw am  a lo n g  the p o in t ,  b u t  the  w a v e s  w e r e  a  b i t  h igh  

an d  choppy , a n d  the t r a f f i c  an d  w a te r  s k i e r s  a  b i t  th ic k .  T hough  i t  w a s n ' t
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id y l l i c ,  i t  w a s  good  e x e r c i s e ,

V ic k i  w a t e r  s k ie d  a n d  so  d id  L y n d a  B i r d ,  s ta y in g  up  a  long  t im e  and

do ing  a  v e r y  c o m p e te n t  job .

S u d d en ly  s o m e b o d y  p o in te d  o u t a  b o a t  in  w h ich  two m e n  w e r e  a p p a r e n t ly

u s in g  a  c a m e r a .  I t  k e p t  on fo l lo w in g  u s  -  L yndon  d i s p a t c h e d  Rufus to see if i f

h e  co u ld  g e t  th em  to  c e a s e  an d  d e s i s t ,  a n d  h o p e fu l ly, to g ive u s  the  f i lm .

L a t e r  on , w hen  he  r e t u r n e d ,  he  to ld  u s  i t  w a s  a  m a n  f r o m  the A s s o c ia te d

P r e s s  an d  one f r o m  L i fe ,  th e y  h a d  g o t te n  s o m e  p i c t u r e s ,  they  w ould  n o t

r e t u r n  the  f i lm .  N a tu r a l ly ,  of c o u r s e ,  h e  h a d  no l e g a l  r i g h t  to d e m a n d

i t ;  i t ' s  a  g r e a t  b ig  b o d y  o f w a t e r ,  how  c a n  you  e n fo rc e  p r iv a c y .  B u t they

d id  p r o m i s e  to ta lk  to  G e o rg e  b e f o r e  th e y  r e l e a s e d  i t ,

So th a t  s u l l i e d  the  day  a  b it ._ -t h e  g l i s t e n in g  freshness an d  f r e e d o m  of the day  -

b u t  n o t  too  m uch . We r e t u r n e d  to  M a r y  M a r g a r e t ' s  a n d  go t in  the  c a r s ,  

an d  d ro v e  o v e r  to the  p o in t ,  w h e r e  we own s o m e  lo t s ,  w a lk ing  out to  se e  

how  the  la k e  i s  w a sh in g  a t  the  p r e c i o u s  la n d ,  a n d  th e n  o v e r  to the  H ayw ood 

to  h a v e  a  d e l ic io u s  c a t f i s h  d i n n e r  o n  t h e  b r i c k  p a t io  u n d e r  the  l iv e  o ak  t r e e s  

lo o k in g  dow n on the la k e ,  w h ile  the  s u n s e t  fa d e d  and  the sky  g r a d u a l ly  p a le d  

and  the l ig h ts  c a m e  o n  up  a n d  down the l a k e ,

I  t a lk e d  w ith  J a c k  M a g u ir e  a b o u t  the  U n iv e r s i ty ;  i t s  b ig  c o l le c t io n  of 

m a n u s c r i p t s ,  the  o r ig i n a l  p la y s  of T e n n e s s e e  W il l ia m s  a n d  A r th u r  M i l l e r ,  

an d  the m a n y  o t h e r s  th a t  you w o u ld n ' t  th in k  b e lo n g e d  to the  U n iv e r s i ty  of 

T e x a s ,  t h e  T e x a n a  p r o j e c t ,  t h e i r  s e m i n a r s  a t  E a g le  R o ck  Dude R an c h ,

n
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w h e r e  in  the  s u m m e r  t h e y  te a c h  r e f r e s h e r  c o u r s e s  t o  a l l  s o r t s  of

p r o f e s s i o n a l  p eo p le  -  the p h a r m a c i s t s  h a d  ju s t  b e e n  ou t a  s h o r t  w h ile

b e f o r e .  He gav e  u s  a  m a n u s c r i p t  of A P r e s i d e n t ’ s C ou n t r y ,  a  b o o k le t

th a t  the  e x - s t u d e n t ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  going to g e t  ou t. I t ' s  on the  Hill

Coun t r y  of T e x a s  -  i t s  g e o lo g y , i t s  In d ian  b a c k g r o u n d  o v e r  the l a s t  s e v e n

th o u s a n d  o r  so  y e a r s ,  i t s  f l o r a  an d  fa u n a ,  i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  I r e a d  i t  o v e r

the n e x t  day  o r  two and  found  i t  h ig h  in  q u a l i ty  b u t  I h o p e d  th ey  w i l l  d e le te  

the  c h a p t e r  on a p e r s o n a l  v i s i t  to the  L B J  r a n c h .

A nd  th e n ,  a f t e r  w e ’d e a t e n  the  l a s t  p ie c e  of f r i e d  f i s h  th a t  an y b o d y  

c o u ld ,  w a s h e d  down w ith  the  l a s t  h o t  c o f fe e ,  we s a id  g o o dn igh t an d

h e l i c o p t e r e d  to the  r a n c h .  And th en  in  the  g o lf  c a r t  L y n d o n  s a id  "W ho 

w a n ts  to go dow n an d  s e e  O r io le ,  " I 'm  g lad  I s a id  y e s .  Som e o f th e s e  

d a y s  I ' l l  b e  g la d  of e v e r y  t im e  I  w e n t  to  s e e  O r i o l e , b e c a u s e  we a r e  ab o u t 

the  on ly  b r i g h t n e s s  in  h e r  l i f e .  We d ro v e  dow n a n d  he  h o l l e r e d  a t  the  

f r o n t  d o o r  u n t i l  he  w oke h e r  up , a n d  th e n  we s a t  dow n a n d  l i s t e n e d  to a l l  

the  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  of the  c o m m u n i ty  -  the  b i r t h s ,  d e a th s  a n d  m a r r i a g e s ,  

the  q u a r r e l s ,  th e  p a r t i e s ,  a n d  a l l  the  f a m i ly  n e w s .  A nd th en  long  b e f o r e  

sh e  w a s  r e a d y  to  h av e  u s  l e a v e ,  w e  r o s e  up  e n m a s s  k i s s e d  h e r  goodby 

a n d  le f t .

I t  w a s  the  en d  of a  p e r f e c t  d ay .  Not m a n y  of th e s e  h a p p e n  a n d  l e t ’s 

s t e a l  t h e m ,  an d  s a v o r  th em  w h en  th ey  c o m e .  No sk y  a n y w h e re ,  w h e re  

the  s t a r s  sh in e  so  b r ig h t ly ;  no s e n s e  of f r e e d o m  so p e r f e c t ,  o r  b e lo n g in g

s o  d e e p  a s  r i g h t  h e r e !
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