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A p e r fe c t  day - I w as  la z y  u n ti l  10 o 'c lo c k  when John and  N ellie  

a r r iv e d ,  and  M e r r i l l  and  M a ry  Connally , and then Lyndon and I h a s t i ly  

d r e s s e d  -  the m e n  se t  off in  one d i re c t io n  and N e ll ie ,  M ary  and  I in 

a n o th e r .

We d ro v e  a ro u n d  the r a n c h ,  and  to Lyndon ' s b i r th p la c e  which is  being

r e - c o n s t r u c t e d  with the loving thoughts  of Roy W hite  a nd the good hands 

of M r,  Wier ic h .

N ellie  is  so  happy about h e r  h ouse  down on the ra n c h .  It had  b e e n  a  

bad  thing fo r  h e r  to s e l l  the h ouse  in  F t .  W orth  and  r e a l i z e  th a t  she only 

had  w hat she d e s c r ib e d  as*a  te m p o ra ry  le a s e  on A nte-bellum  M ansion  with 

b ad  p lum bing.( T h a t  is  the G o v e rn o r ' s m a n s io n  in  A u s tin .) She' d fe l t  

a lone  and b e r e f t  and now they  a r e build ing a  house  down a t  F lo re s v i l l e .  It*s 

ju s t  about the n ic e s t  thing th a t 's  e v e r  happened  to h e r .

N ellie  w as  so happy and gay, t h e  N ellie  I r e m e m b e r e d  f ro m  a long 

t im e  ago . T h e re  have  b e e n  so m e  shadow s and  t ro u b le s  in  be tw een .

We ta lk e d  about liv ing  in  the co u n try ,  a n d  s p r in g ,  and  she sa id  she 

w o n d ered  if s h e 'd  e v e r  h ad  h e r  ey es  opened really before-- b e f o re ^  tha t the w o r ld  

w as  so m u c h  p r e t t i e r  th is  y e a r .  She d e s c r ib e d  a l l  the w ild  f lo w e rs  that 

b loom  be tw een  A u s tin  and  F lo re s v i l l e .

We w ent to the L ew is  by h e l ic o p te r ,  so we w ou ldn 't  be fo llow ed by a ll  

o u r  f r ie n d s  of the p r e s s ,  and   in c id e n ta l ly  w h e n  we woke up th is  

m o rn in g ,  the f i r s t  th ings we w e re  g r e e te d  w ith  w e r e  p ic tu re s  in  e v e ry
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p a p e r  of the boat .  They m u s t  have b een  w ith  u s  e v e ry  m o m e n t  b e c a u se  

so m e t im e  Lyndon w as  in  h is  k h a k is  w ith  h is  cap on, and s o m e t im e s  he 

w as  in  h is  ba th ing  t ru n k s .  A ctua lly , the only thing to do is  to get u s e d  to 

i t ,  a n d  like  it.

And then th e re  w as an  h i la r io u s  p iece  about *a s u m m e r  White  House

i s  found in  T e x as  m aze? (that be ing  the Heywood ran ch ) .  L a w ren ce  S te rn

sa id ,  " D e a r  B o s s :  W e' r e  soaked , su nburned , and s ligh tly  s e a s ic k ,  bu t

we h a v e n ’t b een  ab le  to c a tc h  up with P r e s id e n t  Johnson . At th is  w ritin g

we*ve b e e n  in  ho t p u r s u i t  f o r  h a lf  a  day, by au to m o b ile ,  by  boat,  on foot,

and f in a lly  by  s m a l l  m o to rb o a t ,  th ro u g h  the pounding s u r f  of the L lano  and

C o lo rad o  R iv e r s .  W e 're  no t cu t out fo r  P r e s id e n t  hunting , e s p e c ia l ly  in

b u r r  and  c a c tu s  in fe s te d  c e n t r a l  T e x as ,  w her e  M r.  Johnson  is  c e r ta in ly

the m a s t e r  of the t e r r a i n . "  T hen  they w en t on to say  how they found the ram b lin g ,  

c o m fo r ta b le  h ideaw ay  tu cked  beyond the bend  of the L lano R iv e r ,  som  e 50 

m i le s  w e s t  of A ustin  t h a t  i s the L lano  R anch  h o u se, and how a 16 y e a r  old

h igh  schoo l s o p h o m o re  had  taken  them  out on an  o u tb o a rd  m o to rb o a t  in 

s e a r c h  of Lyndon. They confided  th a t  Lyndon w as a  good w a te r  s k ie r j  I  

saw  h im  out on sk i is  l a s t  y e a r  and  h e ' s p r e t ty  good a t  i t ,  G eorge  R eedy  

s a id  - - - " T h e  P r e s id e n t  - w a te r  sk i in g !"

Anyway, th a t ’ s p r e t ty  m u c h  it ,  ex cep t  if i t ’ s going to be like th is  for 

an o th e r  fou r  y e a r s ,  w e 'r e  going to need  a  b ig g e r  o u tb o a rd  m o to rb o a t .  P o o r  

m a n ,  I only w ish  h e 'd  en joyed  the day a s  m uch  a s  I did.
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At the L e w is ,  N e ll ie ,  M a ry  and I rode  a ro u n d  to g e th e r ,  while the m en

w e re  in  a n o th e r  c a r .  We d ro v e  a l l  o v e r  the Logan, and  i t ' s a m o re  beau tifu l

ra n c h  than  I h ad  b e l ie v e d ,  k  I t ' s  b e e n  p r e t ty  w ell  c le a r e d  by now; the

b u l ld o z e r 's  b e e n  in  th e re  taking out the c e d a r ,  ro a d s  have b een  b u il t .  I t ’s

v e r y  sc en ic  -  added  to the L e w is ,  i t  w ill  m ake  a  good ra n c h  of 1800 a c r e s ,  to

le a v e  to one of the g i r l s .  The o th e r  one, hopefu lly , w ill  get the S c h a rn h o rs t .

We d rove  fo r  a  long tim e and  then we ta lk ed  to the o th e r s  on the phone

and s a id  we w e re  going to r e t u r n  to the h o u se .  A r r iv in g  th e re ,  I found no 

key , bu t we w e re  a b le ,  happ ily ,  to b r e a k  th rough  a  window, and ro c k e d  ch e e r fu l ly  

on the p o rc h  un ti l  the; m e n  ro d e  up. I t ' s  the s o r t  of p lace  w h e re  you 'd  

e x p e c t  M a rs h a l l  D illo n -to  com e r id in g  up. I t ' s  de ligh tfu lly  in  keep ing  with
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the country , anrixtihxai

And t h e n / b a c k  to the ra n c h  w h ere  the T h o r n b e r r y s  and  the Ika r ds had

a r r iv e d .  Then  we h a d  a good lunch of ham ,' f ro m  the ra n c h ,  and  b e e ts  a lso ,

/  /T hen  a f te r  lu n c h , / in  the liv ing  r o o m ,^ h e  r e a l  im p o r ta n t  s e s s io n  of the

day  - a  long ta lk  about the com ing  convention . We d is c u s s e d  the Vice

P r e s id e n c y  - two of u s  th e re  w e re  fo r  M cC arth y  - the T h o r n b e r ry s .  Six

w e re  fo r  M c N a m a ra ,  John and N e ll ie ,  M e r r i l l  and  M ary  C onnally , and the

two Ika r ds . They p re t ty  m u c h  a l l  a g re e d  tha t  H u m p h rey  would be th e i r

th i rd  ch o ice ,  a lthough th ey 'v e  not fo rg o tte n  the so u th 's  an tipa thy  fo r  him  in,

I th ink, i t  w a s  '52. No voice  w as  r a i s e d  fo r  S h r iv e r .

We ta lk e d  of C a r l  A lb e r t  fo r  the k e y n o te r  fo r  the P a r l i a m e n ta r i a n  T h e

fee ling  of those  th e re  is  v e r y  p o s i t iv e ,  v e r y  n eg a tiv e ,  even  b i t t e r  a g a in s t
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John  is us ing  h is  r ig h t  hand once m o r e .  I even  fo rg o t  tha t  

he co u ld n 't  u se  i t .  And he is so  h a n d so m e  - -  big s m i le ,  s a l t  

a n d  p e p p e r  h a i r ,  the m o s t  u t t e r ly  m a sc u l in e  m a n .  But a  long 

way f ro m  the Jo h n  of 1938 and *39. He was w e a r in g  ra n ch  

c lo th e s ,  b o o ts ,  and a  s o r t  of s t r in g  t ie  th a t  was ju s t  an  a r ro w

head  a t  the  n eck  an d  a  loop , 

th a t  I m e t  b e fo re  the  1940 c a m p a ig n .  They  le f t  a l i t t le  befo re

And N ellie  was i r r e p r e s s i b l e ,  bubbly .c h a r m e r

th r e e  to  r e t u r n  to  th e i r  h e a r t ' s  de ligh t a t  F lo r e s v i l l e .

T hen th e   T h o r n b e r ry s ,  the Ik a rd s ,  Lyndon and I went

in the  h e l ic o p te r  o v e r  to the  W in te rs  L a k e  H ouse . The big

boa t m e t  us t h e r e  and  we ro d e  o v e r  to  the Coco C ola  Ranch

in a  p r e t ty  l i t t le  cove th a t  was f a i r ly  sec lu d ed  and p r iv a te ,

and L ynda  and  I s w am  . The w a te r  was the

e s s e n c e  of c o n te n tm e n t,  and I could  h a v e  sw um  on and on fo r e v e r
s

if  it w e r e n 't  fo r  th e  t ra f f ic  of w a te r  s k ie r s  and f is h e r m e n .

V ick i and  Rufus put on a  w a te r  show  doing in tandem  

beh ind  the S e c re t  S e rv ic e  boa t a good d isp la y .  I s a t  in the  

sun in m y  ba th ing  su i t  and a c q u ire d  a  good ta n  looking up 

a t  the b lue  sky  and  the g ra n ite  h i l ls  and the b u z z a rd s  w heeling

and dipping, and  u n fo r tu n a te ly  I a te  and a te  and a te .  One of 

the  b ad  th ings  about a v a c a tio n  is the  r e la x a t io n  of a l l  d is c ip l in e .

n
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O th e r  b o a ts  did not find u s .  We w e re  r e la t iv e ly  f re e  

although the S e c re t  S e rv ic e  kept on the  lookout fo r  any P r e s s  

th a t  m ig h t  be com ing  into the  cove . F in a l ly  a h e l ic o p te r  

la n d ed  in the  p a s tu r e  beh ind  the  Coco C ola  Ranch House and 

we w aded th ro u g h  th e  b u r r s  to the h e l ic o p te r  and  r e tu rn e d  

to  the  L B J  R anch to  change c lo th e s ,  and then  go on o v e r  to 

A . W. 's  fo r  d in n e r .

T h e re  we w e re  jo ined  by  the C e c il  R u b y s . He is 

a  c o n t r a c to r  who f ro m  a s m a l l  beg inn ing  h as  m ad e  a  v e r y  

good showing in a  h igh ly  co m p e ti t iv e  b u s in e s s ,  and has  a lw ays 

b een  a  g r e a t  f r ie n d  of o u r s ,  and E r n e s t  Stubbs and h is  g i r l  

w ere  th e r e ,  and M r s .  H un ter  looking so  w ell and how glad 

I was to  s e e  h e r  b e c a u s e  sh e  h as  fought v a l ian t ly  ag a in s t  

h eavy  odds,

M a r ia l le n ,  undaunted  by  n u m b e r s , gave a de lic ious  

d in n er  fo r  about 20 of u s ,  and I s lip p ed  off f ro m  the  d in n er  

ta b le  b e fo re  it  was o v e r  to go b a c k  and c u r l  up on th e i r  bed 

an d  see  Gun Sm oke. What lu x u ry !  A ll th is  and h eav en  too!

Then hom e to th e  ra n c h  w h ere  I r e a d  un til  n e a r ly  

one o 'c lo c k  and thought abou t th is  Ju ly  the  F o u r th .  To m e it 

was the seco n d  b l i s s fu l  day in the  only r e a l  v aca t io n  we have 

had  s in ce  N o v em b er  22nd, a  r a r e  and p e r f e c t  day, and what 

a  joy  to  look o v e r  a t  Lyndon and s e e  how he was loving i t .  His 

co ld  which h as  dogged h im  is ge tting  b e t t e r  down h e re  I th ink .
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and  J e s s e  s e e m s  r is in g  f r o m  the a s h e s  of L o u is e 's  dea th , 

and I a m  thankful fo r  b le s s in g s  - -  a  ta lk  with L u c i r e a s s u r e d  

m e  th a t  h e r  b e s t  b i r th d a y  p r e s e n t  was one day without a xji 

s e c r e t  s e rv ic e  ag en ts  w h a te v e r ,  which was y e s te rd a y ,  F r id a y  

Ju ly  3 rd ,  h e r  sp e c ia l  b i r th d a y  p r e s e n t  had  been a c c o m p lish e d  

fa ith fu lly , happ ily ,  nobody had  b o th e re d  h e r  o r  re c o g n iz e d  

h e r  o r  t ro u b le d  h e r ,  and  she who p u r s u e s  h e r  s e p a ra te  pa th  

to  a  c o n s id e ra b le  d e g re e  was happy  and s a fe .
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