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Sunday, Ju ly  5th, the th ird  day of our v a ca tio n .

We sk ipp ed  chu rch  at S t . B a rn a b a s, sa d ly  on m y  p a r t, but 

it  is  hard  to  be 17 m ile s  aw ay by 9 a m . When I got up I 

put on s la ck s  and look ed  around for v o lu n teer s  for  a good 

lon g  w alk w ith  m e . Jean  Ikard w alked with m e up p a s t the 

Sudan and the cow s and the tank and the b eau tifu l v iew  at the 

top of the p a s tu r e , and then on up to J ew e l M a lech e k ' s  

h o u se .

L a ter  on we found it w as one and four tenths m i l e s .
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We w ent in to  v is i t  w ith  J e w e l . On th e w ay we
____

had se e n  h er  tw o b oys in the f ie ld --and it w as Sunday- -h elp in g  

D ale m o v e  p ip e . She to ld  us th at at 6 and 8 y e a r s  old th ey  had 

sp en t the su m m er  lea rn in g  to  d rive  a tr a c to r , to  

p itch  h ay , to  m ove  th e pipe - -  one of them  had even  turned  

down being a l it t le  lea g u e  b a se b a ll p la y e r  in ord er  to  keep  

on h elp in g  h is  fa th e r .

What a b u c o lic  s c e n e !  A church  w ith a sp ir e  in 

th e  v a lle y  far b e lo w , and the f ie ld s  in b etw een  with ok sudan  

w aving in the w ind, a lfa lfa  ju st up, and so m ew h ere  the cow s  

g r a z in g , and an o cca s io n a l liv e  oak t r e e ,  and fin a lly  the w hite  

n es t o f h o u ses  of the L BJ R anch.
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Jean  and I w ent back  by ca r  and fle w  to  the L ew is

w ith Lyndon and J e s s e  and th e T h orn b errys and F ran k , and

th e r e  w e m e t A . W. , got in two c a rs  and drove o v er  the L ew is

and th e L ogan . E v ery w h ere  the land c r ie d   out for ra in .

It has been  p r e tty  w e ll c le a r e d , b u ll dozed , w ond erfu l roads

b u ilt round and round the s id e s  of th e h i l l s ,  v e r y  s c e n ic , but

n
i t  h a sn 't "haired* over  as A . W. w ould sa y , and the
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strea ms w h ere we got stu ck  in M ay no lo n g er  has w a t e r  in

Finally,  J e a n , E lo is e  and I w ent b ack  to  the hou se  and sh a red

the tw o co ld  drinks le f t  in the r e fr ig e r a to r . T h ere  w e re  no

fig s  - r ip e  that is  -  p len ty  o f f ig s  but m onths b e fo re  th ey  w ill

r ip en  , and m uch m in t, and a d e ligh tfu l yard  fu ll of native

th ings I don't know m uch ab ou t.............r e t a m a , KKKtosc,
ca ctu s

m ountain  la u r e l ,/a n d  ro ck s out in fron t in a m o s t  a r t is t ic  w ay.

And then we w ent b ack  in a h e lic o p te r  to  the ranch  

to  a b ig  M ex ican  lu n ch .- - m y  R om anesque s e l f ^ ind u lgence - -  

a ll  the en ch ila d as I w anted - -  and then a nap . What cou ld  be  

m o r e  idyllic?



Abo ut 4 o 'c lo c k  we a ll  got up and w ent down to  

M elv in  W inters by h e lic o p te r . A . W. m et us th ere  in the 

b o a t but a la s  he w as accom p an ied  by any am ount of P r e s s  

and to u r is t s .  The la k e  w as fu ll .  A liv e  w ith p eop le  t o  s e e  

our d ep a rtu re . So we sa t on M elv in 's  fro n t p orch  and d is -

patched  M a r ia llen  and N ita  and A . W. and a couple of m o r e  

b y  the b oat, w h ile  we q u ietly  and la te r  w ent down to  the 

C oco C ola Ranch with the  Ikards and the T h o rn b erry s .

T his b ein g  the b u s ie s t  Sunday on the la k e , it w as m ig h ty  hard  

to  be u s  a n d  be in c o n sp ic io u s , and it f in a lly  turned  into a 

gam e o f cops and r o b b e r s . At one point H om er looked  up at

m e q u iz z ic a lly  and sa id  "A re w e the good guys or the bad  

7
g u y s" .

A fter  sen d in g  out sco u ts  to  su r v ey  the sce n e  and 

s e e  that nobody w as ap p roach in g , we fin a lly  got on the boat 

at th e  C oco C ola  Ranch and rode for  a p le a sa n t h a lf h ou r, but 

su dd en ly  sm o k e  ca m e b illo w in g  out o f the bottom  of the b oat.

We grabbed o ff the h atch , cou ld n 't fig u re  what it  w a s . S o m e-

body su g g e ste d  that we g e t o f f  a n d  q u ick . So the T h orn b errys  

an d  the Ikards got o ff in one boat.   T h e  S e c r e t  S e r v ic e  boat I 

th in k  a nd Lyndon and I into M elv in 's  boat w hich had b een  fo llo w -

ing us w ith A . W, to   d r iv e , lea v in g  only a skelteton  

c r e w  on the b ig  boat - -  I th ink it w as P au l and one or two m o r e .
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M elv in 's  boat w as so  s lo w  that w e got another

S e c r e t  S e r v ic e  boat to drop along s id e  and I tr a n s fe r r e d

o v er  to  it w ith  J e r r y , and w e drove a lon g  fin a lly  a r r iv in g

b a ck  at the W in ters' la k e  h ou se  ju st at su n se t,  w h ere  w e

sp en t the r e s t  o f the even in g  hap pily  en joyin g  the b u co lic
P *

v ie w , the b ig  sk y , the c a lm , p o o l, the la k e  w ith its  p ic tu resq u e  

l im e s to n e  b lu ff, the katyd ids m ak in g  the m u s ic  of su m m e r .

I  w ent out and la y  on the g r a s s  and look ed  up at 

the sk y . T h ere  is  noth ing l ike the f e e l  o f the ea rth  under  

y o u . And w and ered  how  I cou ld  e v e r have b een  s o r r y  that 

M elv in  so ld  h is  o th er  h o u se , ch arm in g  as  it  w a s .

W hen w e f ir s t  a r r iv e d  th e r e , a l l  o f h is  gran d ch ild ren
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h a s  b een  in  e v id en ce  —  about 7 o f them -- 6 b oys and 1 g ir l .

N ow  th ey  w e r e  a l l  g o n e . B ut d ear h o sp ita b le  M elv in  and N ita  

had gone out and gotten  so m e b arb ecu e  and in s is te d  that w e s ta y  

fo r  d in n er , and it  on ly  took  the a sk in g . The q u iet s t i l ln e s s  o f 

th e  s u m m er tw ilig h t in  T ex a s  on a lak e  has no eq u a l, and I 

en joyed  it a s  so m e  m igh t en joy  co ca in e  or I b x x  liq u o r  or lo v e .

The T h o rn b erry s and the Ikards le f t  to d r ive  back  

into A u stin  and fin a lly  a fter  a d e ligh tfu l and co m p le te ly  

u n b rid led  d inner Lyndon and I got in  w ith A , W. and M a ria llen  

and J e s s e ,  and drove to  th e ir  home and then  h e lic o p te r e d  to  th e
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ranch. So ended the third perfec t day.

Lynda Bird had gone on to Church in F redericksburg  

- -  the Catholic Church - -  with Dave, and then had driven 

him around the ranch following us p a r t  of the t im e . L a te r  on 

I th ought that her tr ip  to the church was duly recorded  in the 

P r e s s .  And then she had gone over to San Antonio to see 

our sweet Warrie Lynn.l I
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