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M on d ay , J u l y  6th - -  th e  g o ld e n  d ay s  b e g in  to  

t a r n i s h .  W hile  L yndon  and  I w e r e  s t i l l  in  b e d  r e a d in g  the  

p a p e r ,  L y n d a  B i r d  c a m e  w a lk in g  in  a l l  e x c i t e d  t o t a l k  to  

h e r  D addy  a b o u t  th e  W hite  H o u se  job  th a t  s h e  e x p e c ts  to  

g e t .  No p a y  of c o u r s e .  B u t I h ad  to ld  h e r  th a t  we would 

s e e  if  she  c o u ld  w o rk  f o r  M c G e o rg e  B undy  o r  s o m e body  

o v e r  in  th e  W e s t  Wing a f t e r   we r e t u r n e d .  She n e e d s  

s o m e th in g  e x c i t in g  to  o ccu p y  h e r  days  b e tw e e n  now  and th e  

l a s t  of A u g u s t  w h en  we go to  th e  C o n v en t io n .

H e r  D addy p o p p ed  th a t  b a l lo o n  q u ic k .  You w ould

on ly  b e  in  th e  w ay  he s a id .  T h e n  he w en t th ro u g h  th e  k k x

- -  " I f  you  h a d  on ly  l e a r n e d  ty p in g  and  s h o r th a n d  you  w ould

b e  r e a l  v a lu a b le  a n y w h e r e   r o u t in e .  L y n d o n  is  c o m p le te ly

a d a m a n t  th a t  th e  g i r l s  sh o u ld  ta k e  ty p in g  a n d  s h o r th a n d ,  and

I a g r e e  w ith  h im   b e c a u s e  i t  is  a  to o l  w ith  w hich  to  g e t

a  p a y c h e c k ,  b u t  L y n d a  B i r d  is  e q u a l ly  a d a m a n t  th a t  sh e  is

n o t  go ing  to  - -  in  f a c t  th a t  she can*t b e c a u s e  one s u m m e r  she

d id  t r y  ty p in g .  I th in k  p e r h a p s  i t  i s  n o t  j u s t  r e b e l l i o n  to

f a m i ly .  Or pe r h a p s  i t   s t e m s  b a c k  to  th a t  m u s c u l a r  d i s e a s e
h

th a t  s h e  h a d  w hen sh e  w as  9 o r  10, a  d e r iv a t iv e  of rhue m a t ic  

f e v e r  .
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We s e p a r a t e d  in  t e a r s  - -  a n g r y  t e a r s ,  th a t  is  L y n d a  

B i r d  . I a m  g la d  to  s a y  th a t  L yndon  c a m e  b a ck  l a t e r  t r y in g  

to  t e l l  h e r  how  m a n y  o th e r  th in g s  s h e  co u ld  do to  f i l l  up the  

s u m m e r ,  an d  I a m  going  to  t r y  to  g e t  h e r  s t a r t e d  in so m e  

k ind  of v o lu n te e r  w o rk  su c h  a s  te a c h in g  c h i ld r e n  who h av e  

d i f f ic u l ty  l e a r n i n g ,  o r  i n  M a r g y  M c N a m a r a ' s  Ex p lan d in g  

H o r i z o n s .

T o d a y  sh o u ld  be fu l l  of w o rk  and  I  a m  in  a  h u m o r

to  do i t .  T h r e e  days of p la y  is  enough f o r  m e .  B ut w hen

L yndon  i n s i s t e d  th a t  I go o v e r  to  th e  S c h a r n h o r s t  w ith  h im

i t  w as  one l a s t  c h a n c e  th a t  I c o u ld n 't  p a s s  up , so  I w en t w ith  
m e t

h im  and  J e s s e  and met A . W. o v e r  t h e r e ,  an d  we d ro v e  a ro u n d

o v e r  th e  p r e t t i e s t  r a n c h  of a l l .  I love  th a t  n ew  r o a d  b u i l t
ed g e  of the

p r e c ip i to u s ly  a long  th e /c l i f f  lo o k in g  down in to  th e  v a l le y .

T he  huge  b o u ld e r s  th a t  r i s e  on e a c h  s id e  a lm o s t  m e e t   

a b o v e  th e  r o a d  - - a  p e r f e c t  p la c e  to  ho ld  up a  s ta g e  c o a c h .

T h e r e  w as  m u c h  ta lk  of the  b ig  q u e s t i o n .  He w an ts  

to  g e t  o u t .  T h e r e  is  no w ay  o u t .  A s E d  W e is l  e x p r e s s e d  it 

lo o k in g  a t  m e  r a t h e r  s h o c k e d  " B i r d ,  I d o n ' t  know  an y  

h o n o ra b le  w ay  f o r  h im  no t to  r u n . "  A .  W. w as  the  m o s t  su b t le  

o n e  of u s .   He s a id  "W e j u s t  w an t you to  do w h a te v e r  

i s  b e s t  f o r  y o u , and  you  a r e  the  on ly  m a n  th a t  c a n  m a k e  up 

y o u r  m in d .  O n ly  j u s t  l e t  m e  know  a  few  w eek s  f i r s t  so  th a t  I
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c an  u n lo ad  s o m e  of the  la n d  and  p r o p e r t y  an d  c a t t l e  

and  th in g s  I h a v e  b o u g h t . ” J e s s e  w as  m o r e  f o r t h r i g h t .

He s a id  "S p e ak in g  a s  a  s e l f i s h  x  c i t i z e n ,  I hope th a t  

you  w i l l .  And th e n  w hen  a n d  i f  you  a r e  e l e c te d  I hope  you 

w il l  j u s t  m a k e  an  a n n o u n c e m e n t  r ig h t  a w a y  th a t  you  a r e  

one  P r e s i d e n t  w ho is  go ing  to   ho ld  th e  job  down fo r  

f o u r  y e a r s ,  i f  you  l iv e ,  an d  do th e  b e s t  you c a n  fo r  e v e r y -

b o dy , b la c k  a n d  w h i te ,  D e m o c r a t  and R e p u b l ic a n ,  an d  n o t  

seek" r e - e l e c t i o n . "

On o u r  r e t u r n  to  th e  r a n c h  I m e t  W ee z i e D ea th e

a n d  Roy W hite  . F i r s t  we s a t  down to  a  d e l ic io u s  lu n c h .

F r e s h  c o r n  a n d  th in  t e n d e r  s t e a k .  How I h a v e  o v e r - in d u lg e d  
an d  a  h a l f

in  t h e s e  t h r e e / d a y s .  T h e n  we d ro v e  down to  th e  h o u s e  w h e re  

L y n d o n  w as  b o r n  w ith  R oy  an d  a  w hole  b a c k  s e a t  fu ll  o f  books  

o f  w a l lp a p e r .  We c h o se  s o m e  fo r  th e  b e d ro o m  in  w h ic h  he pre- 

s u m a b ly  w as  b o r n .

T h e  t e x t u r e  o f the  l i m e s to n e  r o c k s  in  th e  f i r e p l a c e s  

is  c h a r m i n g .  R oy  h a s  done a  lo v in g  job  h e r e  a l th o u g h  he 

h a d  so  l i t t l e  to  b e g in  w ith .  B u t h e  fa i th fu l ly  s e a r c h e d  u n t i l  

he  found  fo u n d a t io n s  of th e  h o u s e .  T he  l ig h te n in g  ro d s  - the  

p a r t s  th a t  go down in to  the  g ro u n d  on e a c h  s id e  of the  h o u s e  

n e x t  to  th e  c h im n e y  w e r e  v e r y  goo d e v id e n c e .  T h e y w e re  th e re ^  

 b ro k e n  off s o m e  2 o r  3 f e e t  above  the g ro u n d .

7 /6 /6 4  - pg 3



an  old
We c h o se  i  V ic to r i a n  w a l lp a p e r  th a t  s e e m s  in 

p e r f e c t  h a r m o n y  w ith  the  l im e s to n e  f i r e p l a c e .  M ade  s o m e  

d e c is io n s  ab o u t  w a l lp a p e r  and  a  few  ab o u t  l ig h t  f i x t u r e s .

R oy  h a s  lo v e d  do ing  t h i s .  H is  fe n c e  is  c h a r m in g  a ro u n d  

th e  p l a c e .

A nd th e n  we c a m e  b a c k  to  th e  h o u s e  and  w ith  J a m e s  

a n d  G e r t r u d e ,  M a r y  and  W e e z ie ,  I  w e n t  o v e r  th e  h o u se  doing 

a  bunch  of h o u s e k e e p in g  d e t a i l s ,  c o n g r a tu la t in g  J a m e s  on the  

* j 
z i n n i a s .  T h e y  h a v e  n e v e r  b e f o r e  b een  so  b e a u t i f u l .  P o in t in g  

out th a t  we n e e d  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  c o p p e r  c o n ta i n e r s  on th e  m a n t e l  

a t  a l l  t i m e s ,  a n d  f in d in g  a  v e r y  d e l ig h tfu l  p la c e  in  th e  c o r n e r  

o f  th e  l iv in g  r o o m  fo r  th e  o ld  p in e  cup board th a t  had  b e e n  g iven  

t o  us in  F in la n d  in  O c to b e r  o r  S e p te m b e r  of l a s t  y e a r ,  u r g e d  

M a r y  and  G e r t r u d e  to  p u t  up th e  c o r n  the   v e r y  m in u te  i t  

b e c a m e  r i p e ,  to  s e e  th a t  we go t a  l a r g e  q u a n t i ty  of p e a c h e s  

in  th e  d e ep  f r e e z e ,  a t  th e  lo w e s t  p r i c e ,  an d  p le n ty  of p r e s e rves  

b e c a u s e  Z e p h y r  w o n 't  h ave  t im e  to  m a k e  a n y  t h is y e a r

(N o w  t h a t  L yndon  c o m e s  h o m e  f o r  lu n c h  e v e r y  day  

b r i nging c o m p a n y  an d  so  sh e  i s  a  tw o m e a l s  a  day  cook  now .

T h en  I t r i e d  to  r e a c h  M r s .  T r u m a n  F a w c e t t  in 

J o h n s o n  C i ty  a n d  ta lk e d  to  T r u m a n  a b o u t  w h a t u s e  an y  c o m m u n i ty  

o r g a n iz a t i o n ,  s u c h  a s  a  w o m a n 's  c lu b  o r  a  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c ie ty  

o r  4 - H  g ro u p s  o r  P T A s  , a  C h a m b e r  of C o m m e r c e ,  o r  w h a te v e r  

 t h e r e  m ig h t  b e ,  co u ld  m a k e  of Mr. and Mr s . S am  J o h n s o n 's

i
I
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o ld  h o u s e  in  J o h n s o n  C i ty  w ith  u s  ta k in g  c a r e  o f  t a x e s  and  

i n s u r a n c e ,  an d  p e r h a p s  the  o r g a n iz a t i o n  ta k in g  c a r e  of 

c le a n in g  and  g e n e r a l  m a in t e n a n c e ,  an d  m o r e   e s p e c i a l l y  

o f  d ish in g  i t  out to  e a c h  o r g a n iz a t i o n  fo r  i t s  u s e .  He p r o m i s e d
dL̂

to  h a v e  his w ife  lo o k  in to  i t  and  h o p e fu l ly  to  g e t  m e   a k ind
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of p r o p o s a l  w ith in  a  w e ek  o r  s o .
c
I d i s l ik e  u s e l e s s n e s s  and  e m p t in e s s  an d  I do s o  

hope  we c a n  pu t th i s  h o u s e  to  s o m e  a p p r o p r i a t e  u s e .

T h e n  in  th e  a f te r n o o n  ab o u t fo u r  we got in  th e  h e l i c o p te r  

an d  f lew  to  A u s t in  h a v in g  o u r  l a s t  v iew  o f th e  h i l l  c o u n t ry  f r o m  

th e  a i r ,  a n d  L y n d o n  sp o k e  dow n r a t h e r  f o r lo r n ly  in to  th e  ta lk in g  

m a c h i n e  "G o o d b y e"  to  A . W . w ho w as  d r iv in g  alo n g  s o m e w h e re  

u n s e e n  b e lo w  u s  on th e  h ig h w ay , b u t  th e  v o ic e  c a m e  b a c k  c l e a r  

and s t r o n g  "G o o d b y e , c o m e  h o m e  s o o n . "

A t B e r g s t r o m  we w en t in  q u ic k ly  to  lo o k  a t  a  p o r t r a i t  

o f  L y n d o n ,  fu l l  f i g u r e ,  done by s o m e o n e  n a m e d  W ilso n  w ho  I 

d o n ' t  know , c o m m is s io n e d  b y  H a r r y  J e r s i g  an d  s o m e  f r i e n d s  

w h ich  is  to  hang  in  th e  S ta te  C a p i to l .  It is  a  r a t h e r  good l i k e -

n e s s ,  th e  h a n d s  a r e  good . It is  r a t h e r  p h o to g ra p h ic  an d  la c k in g  

i n  a n y  s e a r c h  f o r  th e  s o u l ,  o r  an y  to u c h  of g r e a t n e s s ,  b u t  I do 

n o t  th in k  i t  is  b a d .

And then  we f le w  to  W ash in g to n  so  sw if t ly ,  l e s s  th a n  

3 h o u r s .  If  on ly  we co u ld  do th is  m o r e  o f ten !  And th i s  t im e  the  

p a p e r s  h ad  no t b een  b a d .  T h e y  h ad  b e en  r e s t i v e  and  a n n o y ed

m



b e c a u se  th e y  d id n ' t  h av e  m u c h  n ew s  f r o m  u s ,  and  s o  th e y  

h ad  c o o k ed  up s o m e  of t h e i r  o ld  o n e s .  T h e y  d i s c o v e r e d  th e  

H ayw ood R an c h  an d  h a d  s o m e  r a t h e r  a t t r a c t i v e  p i c t u r e s  of 

i t  f r o m  th e  a i r .  " J OHNSON F O R  FU N  HAS A H ID E-A W A Y  

R A N C H , He B o a ts  and  H un ts  D e e r  In P r i v a t e  a t  T e x a s  R e -

t r e a t .  He U s e s  a  New C r u i s e r  to  G ive  L e s s o n s  in  W a te r  
11

S k iin g .  R e p o r te d ly ,  L y n d o n  a t  the  w h e e l  of a  b la c k  r u n - a b o u t  

to w ed  L y n d a  B i r d   on a n  a q u a - b o a r d  t r y in g  to  t e a c h  h e r  

how to w a te r  s k i .  I t  i s  a  good th in g  s h e  d o e s n ' t  r e a d  a b s o lu te ly  

e v e r y th in g  b e c a u s e  sh e  is  an  e x c e l le n t  w a t e r - s k i e r ,  and  a c c o r d -

in g  to  th i s  a f t e r  t h r e e  o r  fo u r  s p i l l s ,  r e s i d e n t s  r e p o r t e d ,  th e  

P r e s i d e n t i a l  f a m i ly  gav e  up th e  w a te r  sk i in g  l e s s o n s  and  w ent 

z ip p in g  off in  a  r u n - a b o u t  in  p u r s u i t  of a  28 foo t m o t o r  c r u i s e r  

th a t  h a d  p r e c e d e d  th e m  dow n the  l a k e .  I h av e  no  id e a  who th is  

w a s .  H o w e v e r ,  I co u ld  fo r g iv e  th e m  b e c a u s e  th e y  sp o k e  ab o u t 

how  th e  25 m i l e s  lo n g  la k e  w as  c r e a t e d  by  th e  A lv in  W ir tz  D am  

a n d  th a t  th e  d am  w as  n a m e d  in  h o n o r  of one  of L y n d o n ’s old 

f r i e n d s  f r o m  N ew  D ea l  d a y s ,  th e  m a n  who w as  h is  f i r s t  p o l i t i c a l  

p a t r o n  and  p u r s u a d e d  h im  to  ru n  f o r  C o n g r e s s  in  1937. I r e -

jo ic e d  a t  c r e d i t  to  th a t  u n fo r g e t ta b le  m a n .

B a c k  a t  th e  W hite  H ouse  th e  dogs w e re  e a g e r ly  

a w a i t in g  u s  an d  we h a d  a  h ap p y  t u s s l e  w ith  th e m  a t  the  d o o r .

W e h ad  to  w a i t  a  good lo n g  w hile  to  s e e  L u c i  B a in e s  who w as
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full of new ^bou t h e r job in m othering the young^ oy who 

had had the te r r if ic  fa ll in the C apito l, when a bann ister 

had fallen off a s to ry  and half onto a cem ent floor, had 

broken quite a few bones, and Luci had stepped in as'^close 

of kin.




