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W ednesday , Ju ly  8th, began about ten  th i r ty  with 

a n  in te rv ie w  with B ill  W ise of L IF E  who is  w ri t in g  a s to ry  

on m e .  I c a n ' t  s top  h im  f ro m  w rit in g  i t .  It c a n be b e t te r  

if  I ta lk  w ith  h im  p ro b a b ly  th an  if he ju s t  w r i te s  it f ro m  

o th e r  s to r i e s  he h as  r e a d ,  f ro m  sp e e c h e s  I have 

w r i t te n  and  f r o m  w h a tev e r  he  can  cook up in h is  own m in d .

It is  a  c a lc u la te d  gam b le ,  bu t I th ink  I a lw ays com e out b e t te r  

if  I  s e e  t h e m .

I sp e n t  abou t an h o u r  and a  h a lf  w ith h im  . He had 

done such  a  m a rv e lo u s  job with L u c i - - i n  fac t ,  they  wound up 

f r i e n d s ,  a f te r  a  w hile  I got an SOS f ro m  Lyndon th a t  the U. S. 

A tto rn e y s  had  b ro u g h t  t h e i r  w ives and w e re  down in the E a s t  

R oom  w h e re  he w as g re e t in g  th em  a l l  and would I jo in  th e m .

I did in a h u r r y  . He had  f in ish ed  his  t e le v is e d  s ta te m e n t  so 

I  s tood  in l in e  b e tw e e n  h im  and Bobby Kennedy and shook hands 

with th e m , ran g in g  f ro m  New Y ork  to  M is s i s s i p p i ,   

w ondering  p a r t i c u la r ly  how th o se  in the South w e re  going to  

f a r e  th e se  nex t few m o n th s ,

E th e l  was a long  w ith  Bobby. I spoke of what a 

w onderfu l a r t i c l e  th a t  had  b een  - -  I m e a n t  the   one in L IF E  

w h ere  he  had  a l l  the ch i ld re n  sw a rm in g  a l l  o v e r  h im .  

She thought I m e a n t  on the t r i p  to  P o lan d .  I g u ess  th a t  is  what 

th e i r  m in d  is on r ig h t  now.
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When I had  shaken  the l a s t  hand I went back  up
Sitting

s t a i r s  once m o re  to  the  Q u een 's /R o o m  and if I don 't  get 

coffee  po ison ing  it  is  not the  f a i lu re  of o p p o rtu n ity ,  b ec a u se  

f o r  about the  th i rd  t im e  in the  day I s a t  down with som eone  

f o r  so m e  co ffee ,  th is  t im e  M r s .  John  Pow s le y  ( ?) th e  g r a n d -

d au g h te r  of P r e s id e n t  T heo d o re  R o o sev e lt  whom I had a sk e d  

to  com e by  s o m e t im e  and b r in g  h e r  c h i ld re n  to the White 

H o u se . She is a  d au g h te r  of the K e rm it  R o o se v e l ts .  And 

she to ld  m e  how the  night b e fo re  h e r  wedding she had  come 

to a  p re -w e d d in g  su p p e r  h e r e  a t  th e  White House and she 

to ld  m e how a t  C h r i s tm a s  of '41 when C h u r c h i l l  had com e 

fo r  a  v i s i t  w ith F ra n k l in  D elano R o o sev e lt  and was th e i r  house 

g u e s t ,  h e r  m o th e r ,  M r s .  K e rm i t  R o o sev e lt ,  who had r e m a in e d  

a good f r ie n d  of the F ra n k l in  R o o sev e lts  and was th e re b y  a 

s o r t  of a  b la c k  sheep  am ong the T heo d o re  R o o sev e lt  d e scen d an ts ,  

s a t  down to C h r i s tm a s  d in n er  be tw een  C h u r c h i l l  and the  Chief 

of the B r i t i s h  A ir  F o r c e s ,  I b e l ie v e  h is  nam e was P o r ta l  ( ? ) .
Cji^ ----------- wra ---------

She kep t on plying h i i  w ith  q u es tio n s  - -  m i l i t a r y  

q u e s t io n s ,  how m u ch  of th is  have we got and w hat if so and so 

h a p p e n s .  F in a l ly  the C h ief  of the  A ir  F o r c e s  tu rn e d  to h e r  and 

s a id  "My d e a r  M rs  . R o o sev e lt ,  I canno t p o s s ib ly  a n s w e r  your 

q u es tio n s  b e c a u se  a l l  of th a t  is s e c r e t ,  but you can  a s k  the  

P r im e  M in is te r  any th ing , and he  w ill t e l l  y o u . ”
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She a lso  told about one of C hurchhill's daughters 

during the war who worked in a m ilita ry  o ffice , and when 

h er father asked her som ething she sa id  "F ather, you know 

I can't te ll  you because you te ll  everything you know ." She 

sa id  that when her m other was in the house she had s lep t in 

the L incoln  bedroom .

Next I spent se v e ra l hours working on the m a il, 

w orked with L iz, worked with BessjT^Lynda cajne in and sat  

on the bed ajid we talked and talked about what she should do 

with the sum m er. I think she w ill probably take 9 hours of 

work th is fzdl at G eorge W ashington and then I wouldn't be 

at a ll su rp rised  if  she returned to the U n iv ersity  in February  

no m atter  what happens to u s , w hether we a re  h ere  or w here  

ever.<^~N^

In a way I would be desolated  . The n ic e st  thing that 

has happened to us th ese la s t  6 m onths is  having h er hom e.

I never knew how m uch I enjoyed her until she w as gone and 

returned .

Luci I encounter m o st com ing out o f  the k itchen laden  

with big p latters full of food tlit she is taking up tin th> C apital -

L■MimTpn r-  ■ .
b y  m a y b a t a f c u i t r  a o m g  c o o Im o o  for the boy

who is  in the hosp ita l.



Tonigh t Lynda B ird  had h e r  H aw aiian  p a r ty .  She 

inv ited  a l l  th e  Se c r e t  S e rv ic e  m en  and th e i r  w ives who w ere  

on h e r  d e ta i l ,  the C o m m u n ica t io n s  peop le  th a t  went to  H aw aii 

w ith  h e r .   O f  c o u r s e  Dave w as h e r  d a te .  They m oved  a  lo t  

of the  fu rn i tu re  out of the  S o la r iu m  and s a t  a ro u n d  on c u sh io n s .  

She w o re  a  b r ig h t  c o lo re d  m u  m u  and an en o rm o u s  love ly  le i  

and the c a n d le - l i t  S o la r iu m  was d e c o r a t e d  with coco n u ts ,

O L/y^
a c a rv e d  god, P o ly n e s ia n  f a b r i c s ,  and the w onderfu l a lbum  

of p ic tu r e s  she had  b ro u g h t  back .
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M y n o n -a lc o h o lic  daughter had H aw aiian  punch-- I w onder  

i f  that w as a  m i t e  d isap p oin tin g  ev en  to  th o se  good staunch

S e c re t  S e rv ic e  m e n  who w e re  off d u t y --and dips s e rv e d  in 

h e r  m onkey p od bowl th a t  she b ro u g h t  b a c k .  They w ere  

a  gay cu te  c ro w d  . T hey  show ed th e  m o v ie s .  I went in ju s t  

long  enough to  m e e t  ev e rybody , and le t  th e m  know  th e r e  

w as  an in t e r e s t e d  m a m a  in the  h o u se .

And th en  I had  d in n e r  with Lyndon a lo n e .  T h e re  

a r e  m o r e  and m o r e  nights like t h a t .  l a te ly ,  and a  f a i r ly  e a r ly  

n igh t to o .  Only about n ine te n .

 And then  I s ta r t e d  tak ing  e x e r c i s e s  a g a in .  The m o s t

w onderfu l th ing  of a l l  is  the fac t  th a t  Lyndon h as  b een  taking 

e x e r c i s e s  now r e g u la r ly ,  u n c e a s in g ly .  T h is  is  about th e  3 rd  

m o n th  th a t  he h a s ,  and though he p ick ed  up som e 6 o r  7 pounds
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while we w e re  a t  the ra n c h ,  I th ink  he looks sp len d id .  He 

h as  had  a  co ld  now fo r  o v e r  2 w eeks which he cau g h t  f ro m  

Lynda B ird  a f t e r  she got b a c k  f ro m  H aw aii,  and the an tib io tic s  

had  had  so m eth in g  of a  slow ing down effec t  on h im .  But time 

I b e l ie v e  the days in th e  sun a t the ra n c h  ju s t  about c u re d  the 

co ld .

m




