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SUNDAY JULY 12, 1964 - -  page 1

Sunday, Ju ly  12th began v e ry  e a r ly  in the day 

ac tu a lly . Lyndon woke up a t 4 o 'c lo ck  in the m orn ing  or 

r a th e r  about 3:30 and began to pace the h a lls .  He stuck  

h is head in the c h ild ren 's  bedroom , found no lovely  heads 

on the pillow , cam e back and ro u sed  m e so I w ent on a

I
m ade i t  c le a r  that I thought curfew  was a l i t t le  b it befo re  

3:30am , but once in a blue m oon how can you m ind with 

ch ild ren  as good as ours]^ who don 't d rink  o r  even sm oke 

and have a sense of resp o n sib ility  tha t re a lly  weighs quite 

heav ily  on them  ? •

Then I found L uci who had been  cooking tom ato  

soup and sitting  around the k itchen tab le  wit!

Ihen was back in the Q ueen 's sitting  room , a n d ^ e  was 

re a lly  quite a n g r/^  b e c a u se ^ e  s a id ^ e  had been in bed 

b efo re  12 o 'c lock  every  night except th is one night and 

why did we have to get up and s ta r t  roam ing  th is  one n ight?
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So back to bed and up just in t im e to make it 

to  the C hristian  Church - National C ity C hristian  Church 

w here G eorge D avis is  the P astor for the 11 o ’clock  s e r v ic e .

At the coffee hour la te r , m eeting  a lo t of the m em b ers ,----

actu a lly  m ore sum m er v is ito r s  than m em b ers-- including 

se v e r a l troops of Boy Scouts on th e ir  way to the V alley  

F orge m eetin g .

Then back for lunch - -  just the two of us - -  and then 

the aftern oon  in bed reading the paper and watching the 

opening guns of the Republican Convention on TV, p a tr i-  

cu larly  M iller  who m ay be th e ir  V ice P resid en tia l 

candidate.

At s ix  we went to M ary M argaret's and Jack 's  

for a litt le  cock ta il party for the sta ff and m et McG eorge  

Bundy, a bachelor now. Buzz a lso , Doug C ater and his w ife , 

W alter without M arjorie - -  she is  in V erm ont-- I have to 

get th is r e c ip e  for la d ies  that take long sum m er vacations  

away from  husbands- - the Dick G oodwins, the M cP h erson s.

We stayed  about an hour and then cam e hom e w here Jim  Rowe
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Clark and M arnie C lifford , Abe and C arole F ortas,

and W alter w ere going to have dinner with u s .

The beautiful Truman balcony was d ism al with

a m is ty  rain  blowing in so  we sat in the Y ellow  Room -

Jim  who  had helped m anage som e of R o o sev elt's  cam paigns,

Clark who had been very  prom inent in P resid en t T rum an's,

Abe who is our a d v iser  in a ll f ie ld s , and W alter on whose

desk  everyth ing finally  winds up.

It is  s t i l l  "The V alley  of the Black P ig " for Lyndon

if I can judge h is fa ce , and when one of the gu ests quoted

som e new spaperm an and both gu ests and new spaperm an

ardently  b elieved  they w ere te llin g  the truth in saying that

Lyndon Johnson obviously  enjoyed the job of P resid en t and

was obviously  going to  run once b ecau se he wanted to be

elected  on h is own, Lyndon threw  back h is head and laughed.

Richard Burton couldn't have done it b etter .

And I suppose that I was probably the only one who

caught the fu ll irony of the situ ation . I c ould r ea lly  b elieve

that Lyndon didn't want any of that at a ll . Or perhaps W alter 
C
c ould b e liev e  it . 
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It w as not the v ita lly  productive evening I would 

have lik ed . It is  true that we need m ore young people - -  

people in th eir  30s ravening for work with a "charge H ell with 

a bucket of w ater spirit"  that used to be the trade m ark  

of Lyndon and h is b o y s.

A ctually  in cold fac t, he needs m any of the things 

that Bobby Kennedy has and rep resen ts  and is  able to 

a ttra ct. But , as he h im se lf  sa id , we traveled  different 

paths, and it would take an agonizing wrench of the sp ir it  

on the  part of e ither one of us to try  h onestly  to fee l c lo se  

to the other.

So, the day ends w ith  the road ahead not rea lly  

c le a r e r  than it began - -  only one day n ea rer .
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