
M onday  J u ly  13th a n d  t im e  to  do s o m e th in g  

I h a v e  lo n g  p la n n e d  - - t o  w a lk  a ro u n d  the  W hite  H ouse  

g ro u n d s  w ith  M r  W il l ia m s  th e  g a r d n e r ,  ta k in g  th e  W hite  

H o u se  G u ide  B ook  in  m y  h an d  an d  l e a r n i n g  f r o m  h im  and  

th e  m a p  in  th e  g u id eb o o k  the t r e e s  t h a t  w e r e  p la n te d  by  

d i f f e r e n t  P r e s i d e n t s .

R e c o r d s  a r e  a  b i t  d im  b e f o r e  1900, b u t  we do 

k now  th a t  i t  w as  T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n  who h ad  th e  tw o l a r g e  

m o u n d s  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  one on th e  e a s t  s id e ,  one on th e  w e s t  

s id e ,  b e c a u s e  he l ik e d  to  w a lk  in  th e  g ro u n d s  and  he  l ik e d  

th e  p r i v a c y  th e y  a f fo rd .   a nd  we know  th a t  th e  m a j e s t i c  

A m e r i c a n  e lm  pl anted on to p  of th e  e a s t  m o u n d  w as  p la n te d  

b y  J o h n  Q u incy  A d a m s ,  I t  is  th e  o ld e s t  a u th e n t ic a te d tr e e  

on th e  g r o u n d s .

A n d re w  J a c k s o n 's  m a g n i f ic e n t  M a g n o lia  g r a n d i f lo r i a  

b r o u g h t  f r o m  th e  H e r m i ta g e  is  p ro b a b ly   t he  m o s t  fa m o u s  

t r e e .  G r o v e r  C le v e la n d ,  th a t  e n o rm o u s  m a n ,  a m a z ing ly  

e n o u g h  h ad  p la n te d  tw o d e l i c a te  d w a r f  J a p a n e s e  m a p le s  

down by  the  fo u n ta in ! C a lv in  C o o lid g e   w ith  g r e a t  

t a s t e  h ad  c h o s e n  w h ite  b i r c h  s o  f a m i l i a r  to  h is  V e rm o n t .  

F r a n k l i n  R o o s e v e l t  h a s  tw o  l i t t l e  l e a f  l in d e n s ,  s t i l l  q u ite  

s m a l l ,  so  s h o r t  is  h i s t o r y .
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P r e s i d e n t  E i s e n h o w e r  h a s  a t  l e a s t  5 t r e e s  

th a t  h av e  a l r e a d y  b e en  p o in te d  out to  m e !  T h e  g a r d n e r
A

s a id  t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r s  a l s o .

We t alked  a b o u t  w h a t  L y n d o n  w il l  p l a n t .  I w ant 

v e r y  m u c h  fo r  i t  to  b e  s o m e th in g  ty p ic a l  of T e x a s ,  b u t  the
■I .

l ive  o ak  w o n 't  g ro w  h e r e  n o r  w il l  the  T e x a s  P e c a n .  I w ant

a l o n g - l i v e d ,  w in d - f i r m e d  ( ? )  d i s e a s e -  r e s i s t e n t ,  m a j e s t i c

t r e e  f o r  a g e s ,  wh ic h  is  p r e t t y  d o g -g o n e  l im i t e d  w h en  you
uJ

g e t  to  C e n t r a l  T e x a s .  We m ig h t  p la n t  a  b la c k  w a ln u t  o r  

a  w il lo w  o a k .
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T h is  m o r n i n g  w as  one of th e  n i c e s t  I h av e  s p e n t !  

T hen  in  th e  a f te rn o o n  I s a w  th e  W e s t in g h o u se  f i lm  

on th e  p a in t in g s  in  the  W hite  H o u se  w h ich  is  in t r o d u c e d  by  

m e .  A nd w as  r e l a t i v e l y  p l e a s e d  w ith  m y  a p p e a r a n c e  and  

vo ice  and  s c r i p t . i n  th is  30 m in u te  show ing  of m a n y  of th e  

p i c t u r e s  th a t  m a k e  up th e  c o l le c t io n  h e re ^ b e g in n in g  w ith  th e  

l a r g e  p o r t r a i t  of G e o rg e  W ash in g to n  w h ich  w as  h e r e  in  D olly  

M a d is o n 's  d ay ,  an d  go ing  to  the  g r e a t  e n r i c h m e n t  of M r s .  

K e n n e d y 's  t h r e e  y e a r s .
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In  th e  l a t e  a f te rn o o n  I h ad  a  d r in k  on th e  T r u m a n  

B a lc o n y  w h ich  is  r a p id ly  b e c o m in g  m y  f a v o r i t e  sp o t  w ith  

L iz  and  B e s s  an d  we t a lk e d  a b o u t  p o s s ib le  u p co m in g  

p a r t i e s ,  th e  one w ith  th e  S e c r e t a r i e s  t o m o r r o w ,  f o r  L y n d a  

in   A u g u s t ,  a  s a lu te  to  th e  C o n g r e s s  w hen  i t  c l o s e s ,  

a n d  t h r e e  u p c o m in g  s t a t e  v i s i t s .

L y n don w as  v e r y  l a t e  c o m in g  h o m e .  I p h o n ed  

t h e  o ff ice  an d  found  th a t  he w as  s i t t in g  in  h is  s m a l l  r o o m  

w ith  O ’D o n n e l l ,  V a le n t i ,  M a g u i r e ,  C l i f f ,  W a l t e r ,  a t  l e a s t  

8 of the  c h ie f  p o l i t i c a l  cogs  in  th e  m a c h i n e .

(end  of ta p e )



A nd y e t  t h a t ' s  a  good s ign ,  b e c a u s e  i t  m e a n s  a c t i v i t y  and  I know 

t h a t  w o r k  is  b e t t e r  f o r  u s  t h a n  p o n d e r in g  t h e ^ o u b l e s  of the  f u t u r e .  It 

w a s  10:55 w h e n  L y ndon  a r r i v e d  w i th  W a l t e r  and  D ic k  M a g u i r e ,  and we

h a d  a  q u ie t  d i n n e r ,  b u t  I g a t h e r e d  t h e r e  w a s  a n  a i r  of a c h i e v e m e n t  and

t w e a r e  on the  m o v e  in  the  r o o m .  T h e n  e : : s r c i s e s ,  and  I a t  l a s t  have  

g o t t e n  p r e t t y  good ab o u t  t h a t ,  w h e r e a s  L yndon  h a s  b e e n  VE.V.Y good 

f o r  ab o u t  t h r e e  m o n t h s  now. And  e v e r  s i n c e  I r e t u r n e d  on J u ly  6th, 

Z e p h y r  h a s  b e e n  s e r v i n g  h i s  p l a t e  in  the  k i t c h e n ,  pay ing  s t r e n u o u s  

a t t e n t i o n  to  the  c a l o r i e s  and  to the  th in g s  he  l i k e s  b e s t ,  and l im i t i n g  

h i m  to  ab o u t  1100 c a l o r i e s  a  d a y  w h ic h ^  if he  d o e s n ' t  p a s s  by  s o m e  la d e n  

h o r s d ' o u e v r e  t a b l e / ^ i s  bound to t ak e  s o m e  po u n d s  off. It h a s  b e e n  w e e k s  

s i n c e  h e ' s  had  any th in g  to  d r i n k ,  p o s s i b l y  one d r i n k ,  so  t h a t  c an n o t  

a c c o u n t  f o r  m a n y  c a l o r i e s .
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