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W e d n e s d a y ,  J u l y  15th

A n  e a s y  day .  A n  h o u r  and  a  h a l f  in th e  sun  by  the  s o l a r i u m ,  r e a d i n g  

T he  M o v ab le  F e a s t , t a l k i n g  w i th  B e s s  ab o u t  a  s e s s i o n  w i th  D ic k  A d l e r ,  a 

c a l l  to  M a r y  L a s k e r ,  who  h a s  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  G e o r g e  W as h in g to n  and a  

p a in t in g  t h a t  s h e  w a n t s  to show m e  w h e n  sh e  c o m e s  down n e x t  w eek .

And th e n  P h i l i p  a r r i v e d  ab o u t  s ix  o ' c l o c k ,  I to o k  h i m  o v e r  to the  

W e s t  Wing and  i n t r o d u c e d  h im  to S e c r e t  S e r v i c e ,  p o l i c e ,  and  s e c r e t a r i e s  

a n d  h o u s e h o ld  s ta f f  a lo n g  th e  w ay ,  so  e v e r y b o d y  w ould  ge t  u s e d  to the 

f a c t  t h a t  we a r e  going to  h a v e  a n o t h e r  m e m b e r  of the  h o u s e h o ld  f r o m  now 

u n t i l  s c h o o l  b e g in s .

A nd  th e n  I  w a lk e d  a r o u n d  the  South  G r o u n d s ,  w h ic h  is  g e t t ing  to 

b e  m y  m o s t  d e l ig h t fu l  l u x u r y .  And th e n  L ynda ,  P h i l ip ,  D ave  and  I w en t  

out to  s e e  W e s t  Side S to r y ,  L e o n a r d  B e r n s t e i n ' s  f a m o u s  m u s i c a l .  What 

u n l ik e ly  s u b j e c t s  th e y  a r e  m a k i n g  m u s i c a l s  of t h e s e  d ay s !  T h i s  one c o n c e r n s  

the  gang  w a r s  b e t w e e n  the  J e t s  and  the  S h a r k s  in  a  v e r y  p o o r  s e c t i o n  of 

New Y o r k  and  the  t r a g e d y  i n t e r l a c e d  w i th  h u m o r  - -  and  O f f i c e r  K r u m p k y  

i s  h i l a r i o u s l y  funny  - -  c o m b in e  to m a k e  good e n t e r t a i n m e n t  and  v e r y  

s u p e r i o r  a r t .

I c a n ' t  qu i te  ge t  u s e d  to b e in g  r e c o g n i z e d  e v e r y w h e r e ,  a l th o u g h  

o b v io u s ly  it  is  o u r  f a u l t  fo r  b e in g  so  t h o u g h t l e s s  a s  to go in tha t  b ig  b l a c k  

c a r ,  and  h a v e  it d r i v e  up to the  f r o n t  e n t r a n c e  a t  the  end  of the  p lay .  The
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s i m p l e  th ing  to do - -  th e  n e x t  th ing  w e ' l l  do is  to go in  a  l i t t l e  M e r c u r y  and  

p a r k  i t  a s  c l o s e  to the  o u t s id e  g a te  a s  we c a n  ge t ,  and s i m p l y  w a lk  out l ike  

anybody  e l s e .  But I c a n ' t  l iv e  in  a  c a g e ,  and  I w o n ' t  g ive  up d oing w i th  

L y n d a  and  L u c i  and  Lyndon  a  lo t  of the  th in g s  I w an t  to do.

We a r r i v e d  b a c k  a t  th e  W hi te  H o u se  abou t  tw e lv e  o ' c lo c k .  Lyndon  

w a s  look ing  a t  th e  TV.  W e 'v e  b e e n  w a tc h in g  th e  R e p u b l i c a n  C onven t ion  fo r  

t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  d a y s .  I t ' s  obv ious  t h e y  a r e  going to n o m in a t e  G o ld w a te r  any  

m i n u t e .  But l i t t l e  p a s t  one  m y  e n t h u s i a s m  p l a y e d  out and  I put m y  h e ad  

in  the  p i l low .

A bou t  3:30 o r  4 :00  Lyndon  woke  up and  I do no t  th in k  th a t  e i t h e r  

one  of us  w e n t  b a c k  to s l e e p  th e  r e s t  of th e  n igh t .  He d e s c r i b e d  to m e  in 

d e t a i l  the  p r o b l e m s ,  the  p r o s  and  c o n s ,  the  good p o in t s  and  the  bad  p o in t s ,  

of  e v e r y  d e c i s i o n  th a t  f a c e s  h i m  in  r e g a r d  to th i s  c a m p a i g n  - -  e v e r y  s e n s i t i v e  

j o b  to  be  f i l l e d ,  e v e r y  sp o t  on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  t h a t  n e e d s  to be  m a n n e d .  So 

i t  w a s  a  w h i t e  n igh t ,  w i th  ab o u t  two h o u r s  s l e e p .
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