
B e g a n  w i th  h e a r i n g  G o ld w a te r  s a y  on TV in r e g a r d  to Lyndon, " Y e s ,

I know the  fe l lo w .  " My r e a c t i o n  w a s  c h ie f ly ,  " I  hope  Lyndon  d o e s n ' t  u se  

t h a t  to n e  ab o u t  HIM ,"  b e c a u s e  it s e r v e s  p r i n c i p a l l y  a s  a  s m a l l  f i r e  u n d e r  

o n e ' s  advoca ted

A t  n in e  Ken G a l b r a i t h  c a m e  f o r  b r e a k f a s t  - -  and  t h a t ' s  one t h a t  I 

w o u l d n ' t  m i s s .  We w e r e  in  the  d in ing  r o o m  a l l  of two h o u r s ,  w i th  a r i c h  

f a r e  of c o n v e r s a t i o n .  I  a m  no t  the  s o r t  of IBM m a c h i n e  t h a t  would  hold 

m y s e l f  f o r t h  a s  quo t ing  h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  bu t  I b e l i e v e  the  g i s t  of it  is  

t h a t  he  c o n s i d e r s  h i m s e l f  f i r s t ,  a  f r i e n d  of the  K ennedy  f a m i ly ,  bu t  a l s o  

q u i t e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of Lyndon ,  who c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  ch o ice  of Bobby 

f o r  V ic e  P r e s i d e n t  w ou ld  be  ru in ous in  o u r  own s e c t i o n  - - i n  T e x a s  and  in 

th e  South .  T h e y  t a lk e d  of H u b e r t ,  and  Ken w a s  qu i te  f r i e n d l y  and  a c c e p t a n t  

t o w a r d  H u b e r t .  L y n d o n  u r g e d  h i m  to b u i ld  a  f i r e  u n d e r  any  C o n g r e s s m a n  

th a t  he  had  an y  in f lu e n c e  w i th  to h e lp  g e t  the  P o v e r t y  B i l l  p a s s e d .  And 

b e f o r e  he  le f t ,  K en  h a d  e x p r e s s e d  a  w i l l ingn e s s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  to w r i t e  and  

h e lp  out w i th  c a m p a i g n  m a t e r i a l  and  s p e e c h e s .  I l ik e  h i m  and f e e l  a t  

e a s e  w i th  h i m ,  and  c a n ' t  h e lp  b e l i e v in g  he  l i k e s  Lyndon ,  too,  though  

c o m p l e t e l y  w i th o u t  t h a t  m o t h - t o - t h e - f l a m e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  so m a n y  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  

ha d  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  Kennedy .

B e c a u s e  I w a n te d  Lyndon  to s e e  two t r e e s ,  the  w i l low  oak  and  the

D a r l i n g t o n  o a k  (which  is  the  n e a r e s t  th ing  to a  l iv e  oak  th a t  w i l l  g ro w  in
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t h i s  s e c t io n )  so  t h a t  we  c a n  c h o o s e  w h a t  he  w i l l  p l a n t  s o m e  day ,  I w a lk ed  

w i th  h i m  o v e r  to th e  o f f ice ,  and  who did  I m e e t  o v e r  t h e r e  bu t  A .  W. and 

W e s l e y .  In ab o u t  two m i n u t e s '  t i m e  Lyndon  had  a g r e e d  to the  wi l low  oak, 

w e  had  c h o s e n  two s p o t s  f r o m  th e  d r i v e w a y  a p p r o a c h i n g  the  S o u th w e s t  

G a te ,  on  up a  l i t t l e  s i d e w a l k  to  h i s  of f ice  - -  one on the  r i g h t  hand  s ide ,  

one on th e  l e f t  - -  f o r  two p o s s i b l e  p l a n t in g s  in  S e p t e m b e r .

And t h e n  we j u m p e d  in  the c a r  and  r o d e  o v e r  to  the  E l l i p s e  to s ee  

th e  D a r l i n g t o n  oak ,  w h ic h  M r s .  G r o v e r  C le v e l a n d  had  p la n te d  in  1893 - -  

s o  m u c h  l ik e  o u r  own l iv e  oak  you  c a n  h a r d l y  t e l l  the  d i f f e r e n c e ,  e x ce p t  

t h a t  i t  d o e s n ' t  h a v e  t h a t  g n a r l e d  and  c r o o k e d  s h a p e .

I  s a id  goodbye  to  A .  W. and  W e s le y ,  w i s h in g  I  cou ld  s en d  Lyndon  

b a c k  w i th  t h e m  to T e x a s  t h a t  n igh t ,  b e c a u s e  t o m o r r o w  Lynda  and  I a r e  

going  to P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n ' s  L i b r a r y  and  i t  b id s  f a i r  to be  a  q u ie t  w e ek e n d .

H is  n e x t  a p p o in tment  w a s  P a u l  H a s s l u c k ,  the  A u s t r a l i a n  M i n i s t e r  fo r  

E x t e r n a l  A f f a i r s ,  and  ab o u t  f o r t y  m i n u t e s  l a t e r  w h e n  he  h a d  f i n i s h e d  

t a lk in g  to  h im ,  I got a  r u s h  c a l l  f r o m  L yndon  to c o m e  jo in  h im  in  h i s  

o f f ice ,  a n d ^ a f t e r  s ay in g  h e l lo  to the  M i n i s t e r ,  we  w a lk e d  w i th  h i m  out 

to  the  l i m o u s i n e  to  s a y  goodbye ,  a n d  then  we kep t  on w a lk ing  f o r  no good 

r e a s o n  e x c e p t  Lyndon  w a n te d  to.  Out the  g a te  an d  in to  L a f a y e t t e  P a r k ,  

w h e r e  a l l  the  t e a r i n g  down of old b u i ld in g s  i s  t a k in g  p l a c e ,  th a t  l e a v e s
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D e c a t u r  H o u se  in  s o l i t a r y  s p l e n d o r  a t  the  c o r n e r ,  r e a d  the  p la q u e  th a t  s a y s  

i t  w a s  b u i l t  by  B e n j a m i n  L a t r o b e ,  A r c h i t e c t  of the  C a p i to l  and  of the  r e s t o r a -

t io n  of the  W hite  H o u s e . »- P r o b a b l y  a long  the  r o u t e  t h a t  H a r r y  T r u m a n  took 

n e a r l y  e v e r y  m o r n i n g ,  and p a s s e d  the  b e n c h  t h a t  B e r n a r d  B a r u c h  u s e d  to 

u s e .

We s o o n  a c q u i r e d  a  s o r t  of P i e d  P i p e r  c r o w d  of s u m m e r  t o u r i s t s  

and  p e o p le  who g a t h e r  in  the  p a r k  to e a t  t h e i r  lu n ch .  A good m a n y  c h i l d r e n  

r u s h e d  up to  s h a k e  h a n d s .  T h e r e  w a s  a  young g i r l  f r o m  B e l f a s t ,  I r e l a n d ,  

a nd  s e v e r a l  m a m a s  who p u s h e d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  f o r w a r d ,  r e a l l y  m u c h  m o r e  

i n t e r e s t e d  t h a n  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  I th ink ,  to  h a v e  th e m  s h a k e  h a n d s  w i th  the 

P r e s i d e n t ,  and  s o m e  who s i m p l y  s a t  on t h e i r  b e n c h e s  and  kep t  on m u nching  

t h e i r  p e a n u t  b u t t e r  s a n d w ic h e s  a s  we  p a s s e d !

B a c k  a t  th e  F r o n t  E n t r a n c e ,  o u r  r e t i n u e  of n e w s p a p e r  peo p le  

m e l t e d  aw ay ,  L yndon  k i s s e d  m e  and  w e n t  to h i s  o f f ice ,  I b a c k  in  to 

lu n c h  in  m y  r o o m  w i th  Lynda ,  w o r k  on m a i l ,  t a l k e d  to M r s .  D uncan  

P h i l l i p s  and  m a k e  an  a p p o i n t m e n t  to s e e  h e r  a t  the  A r t  G a l l e r y  nex t  

w e e k ,  and  th e n  down to  the  E a s t  R o o m  to s e e  L u c i  in r e h e a r s a l  f o r  

P e t e r  and  the  Wolf,  w i th  the  M a r i n e  B and  g r a c i o u s l y  ob l ig ing .  And 

th e  m u s i c  i t s e lf  s p e a k in g  the  s t o r y  so  v iv id ly  - -  how I do hope  L uc i  

w i l l  be  a  c h i ld  a g a in  and  c a t c h  the  e x c i t e m e n t  of i t  and  be a n o t h e r  

i n s t r u m e n t  w i th  the  band!  She i s  a  v e r y  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  l i t t l e  g i r l  and
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h a s  b e e n  p r a c t i c i n g  s e v e r a l  d ay s  now b e f o r e  she  l e a v e s  f o r  I n t e r l o c h e n  nex t  

w eek .

A l i t t l e  a f t e r  s i x  I m e t  J a m e s  R o o s e v e l t  and  h i s  d a u g h t e r  Anne  in 

th e  Yel low R o o m .  T h e y  had  j u s t  h a d  a  v e r y  s p e c i a l  t o u r  of the  White  H ouse .  

A nne  is  v i s i t i n g  h e r  f a t h e r  f r o m  C a l i f o r n i a ,  and  he  to ld  m e  he  w a n te d  h e r  

to  s e e  the  White  H ouse  and  I, of c o u r s e ,  w a n te d  to h e a r  h i s  m e m o r i e s  of 

the  d a y s  he  l iv e d  t h e r e .  We w e n t  out on the  T r u m a n  b a lc o n y  in the 

g a t h e r i n g  tw i l ig h t .  H im  and  H e r  and  B la n c o  w e r e  r a c i n g  a c r o s s  the 

l aw n ,  t o u r i s t s  w e r e  g a t h e r e d  a t  the  r a i l ,  and  the  sw a l lo w s  w e r e  sw eep in g  

a c r o s s  th e  e v en in g  sky.

T h e r e  is  s o m e t h i n g  of h e r  g r a n d m o t h e r  in  A nne  - - o r  did I j u s t  

k e e p  look ing  f o r  i t ?  S h e ' s  t a l l ,  b londe ,  s w e e t - f a c e d ,  e a g e r .  We r e m i n i s c e d  

of the  y e a r s  f r o m  '33 to '45 .  J a m e s  to ld  m e  th a t  w h en  h i s  f a t h e r  w a s  f i r s t  

i n a u g u r a t e d ,  h i s  y o u n g e s t  b r o t h e r ,  th e n  only  16 and  a t  c o l l e g e  o r  s ch o o l ,  

h a d  a  r a m s h a c k l e d y  c a r  of h i s  own. He w e n t  out to'; <. s o m e  gay, l a te  

p a r t i e s  a f t e r  the  I n a u g u r a l  C e r e m o n i e s  w e r e  o v e r .  T h e  P r e s i d e n t  had  

to ld  h i m  he  m u s t  c o m e  in by 12 o ' c l o c k  b e c a u s e  the  g a te  c l o s e d  then .  He 

d id n ' t .  He got to  the  g a te  a t  3, a c c o r d i n g  to J a m e s .  T h e  g u a r d  looked  a t  

h i m  w i th  a  w r y  and  w a r y  eye  w h e n  young Jo h n  R o o s e v e l t  i n t r o d u c e d  h i m s e l f ,  

and  f in a l ly  s a id ,  "W e l l ,  no son  of a  P r e s i d e n t  w ou ld  e v e r  be  r i d i n g  a r o u n d  

in  a  c a r  l ik e  t h a t .  " So Jo h n  h a d  to go to the  h o t e l  and  s p en d  the  n igh t .
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J a m e s  s a y s  he  t h in k s  t h a t ' s  why  h e ' s  a  R e p u b l i c a n  now.

J a m e s  a l s o  to ld  m e  t h a t  f o r  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  l a s t  I n a u g u r a l  he  did  not 

e x p e c t  to  be  p r e s e n t .  He w a s  a  M a r i n e ,  s t a t i o n e d  s o m e w h e r e  on the  o th e r  

s id e  of th e  w o r l d  - -  I f o r g e t  w h e r e .  His  f a t h e r  c a b l e d  and  to ld  h im  he 

w a n te d  h im  to  c o m e .  He a n s w e r e d  t e r s e l y ,  "W hen  a  m a n  is  w h e r e  I a m  

and  do ing  w h a t  I a m ,  he  d o e s n ' t  s to p  j u s t  to c o m e  to  an  I n a u g u r a l .  " And 

th e n  th e  n e x t  th ing  he knew, he  got o r d e r s  c a l l in g  h im  b a c k  to W ash in g to n .  

So he  c a m e .  He had  no t  s e e n  h i s  f a t h e r  in  m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  m o n t h s ,  and  

s a i d  h e  w a s  astoni,- hed  a t  how he  h a d  c h a n g e d .  He lo o k ed  i l l  and  old.  

I n a u g u r a l  D ay  w a s  g r e y  an d  snow y  and  b i t t e r  co ld .  A f t e r  the  c e r e m o n y ,  

h i s  f a t h e r  w a lk e d  in  f r o m  the  South  G r o u n d s ,  c h i l l e d ,  and  s a t  down in a  

c h a i r .  He, J a m e s ,  s a id ,  " F a t h e r ,  c o m e  on. In j u s t  a  m o m e n t  now y o u 'v e  

got to  go in to  the  r e c e p t i o n ,  you  know. " His  f a t h e r  lo o k ed  up a t  h i m  and 

s a i d ,  " I  c a n ' t  go. I  c a n ' t  m a k e  i t .  I d o n ' t  f e e l  l ik e  i t .  " J a m e s  s a id ,  " B u t  

y o u 'v e  got to,  F a t h e r .  Y o u 'v e  got to p u t  in a n  a p p e a r a n c e  f o r  a  w h i l e .  "

He w a s  s i l e n t  a  m o m e n t ,  t h e n  he  s a id ,  "Go u p s t a i r s ,  lo o k  in  a c e r t a i n  

d r a w e r  s o m e w h e r e .  I ' v e  got a  b o t t l e  of b o u r b o n  t h e r e .  P o u r  m e  a  s lug .  " 

J a m e s  w e n t  and  q u ic k ly  r e t u r n e d  w i th  w h a t  he  d e s c r i b e d  a s  h a l f  a  t u m b l e r  

fu l l .  He s a i d  he had  n e v e r  s e e n  h i s  f a t h e r  d r i n k  w h i s k y  b e f o r e  s t r a i g h t .

He t u r n e d  i t  up,  dow ned  i t ,  and  s a id ,  " I  th in k  I c a n  m a k e  i t .  " He w en t  

on  to  the  r e c e p t i o n  f o r  a  w h i l e .
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L a t e r  he ,  J a m e s , q u e s t i o n e d  M c I n ty r e ,  a l l  th e  d o c t o r s .  T h e y  a l l  

s a i d  t h a t  the  t e s t s  w e r e  f in e ,  he  w a s  in  good h e a l t h ,  bu t  J a m e s  s a id  he 

d id  no t  b e l i e v e  i t  and  he  th o u g h t  th e y  d id  h i m  a g r e a t  d i s s e r v i c e ,  a l th o u g h  

he  s a i d  t h a t  k ind  of qu ick ly ,  a l m o s t  a p o l o g e t i c a l l y ,  a s  though  he  h a te d  to 

c a s t  any  sh ad o w  on th e  d o c t o r s .

T h e n  t a l k e d  ab o u t  th e  p r o p o s e d  m o n u m e n t  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e -

ve l t ,  w h ic h  I d i s l i k e  so  v e r y  m u c h .  I t  i s  c a l l e d  I n s t a n t  S to n eh en g e ,  a  s e r i e s  

of s t a r k l y  s t r e t c h i n g  to the  sk y  - - o r  t ab le t^ is  a  b e t t e r  w o r d ,  w i th

e x c e r p t s  f r o m  R o o s e v e l t ' s  s p e e c h e s  on t h e m .  T hey  s p e a k  no th ing  of the  

w a r m t h  of c h a r a c t e r  of the  m a n  to m e .  T h e r e  m u s t  be  s o m e  o th e r  way 

to  m a k e  the  w o r d s  l iv e  b e t t e r .  None  of the  f o u r  R o o s e v e l t  boys  l ike  t h e m  

a t  a l l ,  and  J a m e s  s a i d  he  w a s  going  to go b e f o r e  the  C o m m i s s i o n  and  

p r e v e n t  th e  a c c e p t a n c e  of the  m e m o r i a l  if  he  p o s s i b l y  cou ld .

T h e n  I sh o w e d  A nne  a l l  the  u p s t a i r s  r o o m s ,  and  we had  a  p l e a s a n t  

t i m e ,  w i th  m e  th in k in g  a l l  th e  w h i l e ,  " W h a t  a  h o u s e  of p a s s a g e !  And a l l  

t h o s e  who  h a v e  l i v e d  h e r e  r e m e m b e r .

A l i t t l e  a f t e r  e ig h t  I w e n t  o v e r  to L y n d o n ' s  off ice  to s e e  if I  cou ld  

s p r i n g  h i m  l o o s e  - -  no t  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  We d id ,  h o w e v e r ,  h ave  d in n e r  

a t  n in e ,  and  m u c h  r e a d i n g ,  and  to  bed .
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