
A v e r y  s p e c i a l  day  - -  m y  day  w i th  L ynda .  Bu t  i t  b e g a n  w i th  the  

p r e s e n t a t i o n  of th e  o n e - m i l l i o n t h  copy  of T he  White  H ouse  Guide  Book 

to  an  a s t o n i s h e d  t o u r i s t  f a m i l y  - - a  h u s b a n d  and  h i s  wife  a n d  two c h i l d r e n  

who w e r e ,  l ik e  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  o t h e r s ,  m a k i n g  a  v i s i t  to the  W hite  House  

on  a  s u m m e r  d a y ,  a nd  s u d d e n ly  th e y  e n c o u n t e r e d ,  a s  th e y  p u r c h a s e d  

t h e i r  v o lu m e  a t  the  e n t r a n c e  d e s k ,  a  vo l ley  of c a m e r a s ,  n e w s p a p e r  fo lk s ,  

a n d  m e !  We w e n t  out in  the  R o s e  G a r d e n  and  had  a  s e p a r a t e  p i c t u r e  

t a k e n  toge t h e r .

How m u c h  t h e s e  m i l l i o n  c o p ie s  a r e  h e lp in g  in the  r e s t o r a t i o n  of 

t h e  W hi te  H o u se  bu t ,  ev en  m o r e  so  - -  f a r  m o r e  so  - -  in  m a k i n g  h o m e s  

a c r o s s  the  c o u n t r y  a c q u a i n t e d  w i th  the  t r a d i t i o n  and  the  b e a u t i e s  and the 

h i s t o r y  of th i s  o ld  p l a c e .

We w e r e  a l l  p a c k e d ,  and  L y n d a  and  S im o n e  and  I l e f t  f o r  F r i e n d s h i p  

A i r p o r t  f o r  o u r  l o n g - p l a n n e d  t r i p  to P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n ' s  L i b r a r y  a t  I n d e -

p e n d e n c e .  L y n d a  B i r d  and  I h a d  b e e n  t a lk in g  ab o u t  i t  f o r  two y e a r s ,  and  

w h e n  I w a s  w i th  P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n  on  the  t r i p  t o G r e e c e  he  p r o m i s e d  m e  

t h a t ,  " C o m e  s o m e  t i m e  and  I ' l l  g ive  you the  f i v e - d o l l a r  t o u r  m y s e l f .  "

So h e r e  we  w e r e ,  an d  p a r t  of the  jo y  w a s  b e in g  w i th  j u s t  Lynda .

We got to K a n s a s  C i ty  h u m m i n g ,  " E v e r y t h i n g ' s  Up to D a te  in 

K a n s a s  C i ty ,  T h e y ' v e  Gone A bou t  a s  F u r  a s  T h e y  C an  Go, " and  fe e l in g  

re a 1  g a y  and  s i l l y .  T h e r e  w a s  no c r o w d  a t  the  a i r p o r t .  We r e a l l y  f e l t
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w e  w e r e  d e l i c i o u s l y  a lo n e  - -  m a y b e  a  p h o t o g r a p h e r  o r  two. And  th e n  we 

d r o v e  ou t  to  I n d e p e n d e n c e  and  t h e r e ,  a t  th e  e n t r a n c e  to the  L i b r a r y ,  w h ich  

s i t s  on a  b e a u t i f u l l y  l a n d s c a p e d  h i l l ,  a  v e r y  s i m p l e ,  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s t r u c t u r e  

w i th  l i n e s  t h a t  w i l l  be  a s  good a  c e n t u r y  f r o m  now a s  to d ay ,  we  m e t  

P r e s i d e n t  an d  M r s .  T r u m a n ,  and qu i te  a  l a r g e  c r o w d  of t o w n sp eo p le  

and  t o u r i s t s  and  th e  p r e s s .  The r e  the  p h o t o g r a p h e r s  w e r e  in fu l l  a r r a y ,  

b u t  no t  the  l e a s t  b i t  b o t h e r s o m e .

We w e n t  in to  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  off ice  and  th e  p h o t o g r a p h e r s ,  a t  h is  

in v i t a t io n ,  a s k e d  u s  a  few q u e s t i o n s  ab o u t  why  we had  c o m e  and w h a t  we 

e x p e c t e d  to  s e e  - - a  n i c e  l i t t l e  in n o cu o u s  b e g in n in g  and  lo t s  of p i c t u r e s  - -  

and  th e n  we s a id  goodbye .  And  had  the  m o s t  w o n d e r f u l  t r i p  th r o u g h  the  

L i b r a r y  anyb o d y  co u ld  hope  to have!  I lo v ed  e s p e c i a l l y  the  c a r t o o n s  - -  

t h o s e  c a u s t i c  o r  h u m o r o u s  c a p s u l e s  of h i s t o r y .  He to ld  m e  how m a n y  

h u n d r e d s  he  h a d  - -  th e  o r i g i n a l s ,  of c o u r s e  - -  bu t  I d o n ' t  t r u s t  m y  

m e m o r y .

F r o m  e a c h  P r e s i d e n t  t h e r e  w a s  a  p i c t u r e  and  a n  o r i g i n a l  d o c u m e n t  

s ig n e d  by  the  P r e s i d e n t .  I lo v ed  the  c h o ic e .  F r o m  T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n  t h e r e  

w a s  a  r e q u e s t  to C o n g r e s s  f o r  fu n d s  fo r  the  L e w is  & C l a r k  E x p e d i t io n ,  

f r o m  A n d r e w  J a c k s o n  t h e r e  w a s  a  p a r d o n  i s s u e d  to S a m  H o u s to n  f o r  hav ing  

a s s a u l t e d  a  C o n g r e s s m a n ,  f o r  w h ic h  o f f en se  he  w a s  s u p p o s e d  to pay  a 

$ 5 0 0 . 0 0  f in e ,  and  f r o m  F r a n k l i n  D. R o o s e v e l t  t h e r e  w a s  the  P e a r l  H a r b o r
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M e s s a g e ,  w r i t t e n  in  h i s  own hand ,  a  good m a n y  w o r d s  s c r a t c h e d  out and 

r e w r i t t e n ,  and  f r o m  P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n  h i m s e l f  the  V i c t o r y  Day P r o c l a -

m a t i o n  .

S o m e th in g  an y  l o v e r  of the  W hite  H ouse  w a s  s u r e  to n o t i c e  w a s  the  

m a n t e l  r e m o v e d  f r o m  the  S ta te  D in ing  R o o m  in  the  W hite  H ouse  d u r in g  i t s  

r e n o v a t i o n  - -  the  one  th a t  h a s  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  of J o h n  A d a m s :  " I  p r a y  

H e a v e n  to b e s to w  the  b e s t  of b l e s s i n g s  on th i s  h o u s e  and  a l l  t h a t  s h a l l  

h e r e a f t e r  in h a b i t  i t .  M ay  none  bu t  h o n e s t  and  w i s e  m e n  e v e r  r u l e  u n d e r  

th i s  ro o f .  ” And i t  h a s  th e  h e a d s  of buffa lo  on e a c h  s id e ,  b e c a u s e  T h e o d o r e  

R o o s e v e l t ,  who d e s i g n e d  i t ,  w o u l d n ' t  p e r m i t  the  l io n s  th a t  had  b e e n  p lan n ed  

by  th e  s c u l p t o r  to  go t h e r e .  He s a id ,  " I t ' s  got to be a n  A m e r i c a n  a n i m a l . "

T h e r e  w a s  a  g r e a t  m u r a l  by T h o m a s  H a r t  B en to n  c a l l e d  " In d e p e n d e n c e  

an d  t h e  Opening  of the  W e s t ,  " w h ic h  I  l i k e d  v e r y  m u c h  e x c e p t  I though t  the  

c o l o r s  w e r e  aw fu l ly  b r i g h t .  MY W e s t  is  g r e y  and  b r o w n  and  g r e e n  and  

b lu e  an d  w h i t e .

A nd  t h e n  t h e r e  w a s  r e p l i c a  of the  Off ice  of the  P r e s i d e n t .  How 

m a n y  s u c c e e d i n g  P r e s i d e n t s  m a y  copy  t h i s !

T h e  m o s t  d e l ig h t fu l  th ing  of a l l ,  I th ink ,  i s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  in  the  

a u d i t o r i u m  P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n  m e e t s  and  t a l k s  to b u s l o a d s  of s ch o o l  

c h i l d r e n  who  c o m e  a l l  s u m m e r  long .  He s a y s  he s p e n d s  s e v e r a l  h o u r s
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F r i d a y ,  J u ly  17th ( c o n t in u e d )

s o m e  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  d ay s  a  w e e k  in the  s u m m e r t i m e  ta lk in g  to the  s tu d e n t s  

a b o u t  the  Off ice  of the  P r e s i d e n c y .

In  a  r e a d i n g  r o o m  w e  saw  s o m e  d o z e n  o r  so  s t u d e n t s  who w e r e  

u s in g  p a p e r s  f r o m  h i s  l i b r a r y ,  p r e s u m a b l y  to w r i t e  t h e i r  t h e s e s .

And, f in a l ly ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  b ig  s t o r e r o o m ,  fu l l  of a l l  the  odds 

a n d  en d s  t h a t  one  a c c um u l a t e s .  I c a n  a l r e a d y  v i s u a l i z e  how fu l l  s u c h  

a  r o o m  w ould  be  f o r  u s !

One of the  m o s t  p o ig n a n t  th in g s  w a s  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  f o r m e r  P r e s i d e n t  

H o o v e r  to  T r u m a n ,  th a n k in g  h i m  f o r  ap p o in t in g  h i m  to  s o m e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  

a nd  he  sp o k e  of going  b a c k  to  the  w o r k ,  the  on ly  w o r k  th a t  h e  knew how - -  

p u b l ic  s e r v i c e  - -  a f t e r  a  long  i n t e r i m  of no t  h a v in g  b e e n  c a l l e d  upon  in 

the  p r e c e d i n g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . . . L e t  m e  r e m e m b e r  th a t  l e s s o n !

It w a s  r e a l l y  a  d e l ig h t f u l  t o u r ,  no t  to be  e q u a l l e d  by  m a n y .  A t  the  

en d  of i t  I gave  h i m  a  f l a g  t h a t  h a d  s to o d  in B l a i r  H o u se  in  the  s tu d y  d u r in g  

the  y e a r s  t h a t  he  w a s  t h e r e .

A nd  th e n  I w e n t  w i th  M r s .  T r u m a n  to  the  o ld - f a s h i o n e d  w h i te  h o u s e ,  

f r e s h l y  p a in t e d ,  c o m f o r t a b l y  s e t t l e d  a m o n g  the  t r e e s ,  w i th  a  w r o u g h t - i r o n  

f e n c e  a r o u n d  i t .  How m a n y  l ik e  i t  up and  down the  m a i n  s t r e e t s  of A m e r i c a !  

And w e  h a d  a  so f t  d r i n k  w h i l e  we lo o k ed  a t  the  p i c t u r e s  of M a r g a r e t  and
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t h e i r  t h r e e  g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,  and  the  G r e t a  K e m p to n  p o r t r a i t s  of M r s .  T r u m a n ,  

M a r g a r e t ,  and  P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n .  So l i t t l e  d o e s  t h e i r  h o u s e  s e e m  a f f e c t e d  

b y  th e  y e a r s  th e y  s p e n t  in  the  White  H o u se .  M r s .  T r u m a n  w a s  s e r e n e ,  

h a p p y ,  a s s u r e d ,  r a t h e r  g i n g e r y  - -  we talked of R o b e r t a  V in s o n  and  F a y  

G a r d n e r .

T h e n  w e  d r o v e  b a c k  in to  the  M u e h lb a c h ,  w h e r e  I had  t i m e  to g e t  the  

l a t e s t  n e w s  f r o m  Lyndon .  B e f o r e  I  l e f t  the  W hite  H ouse  i t  had  b e e n  v e r y  

u n c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  he  w ou ld  go to T e x a s  f o r  the  w e e k e n d  o r  s t a y  in W ash in g to n .  

T h e  n e w s  w a s  t h a t  h e  had  l e f t  t h e  W hi te  H o u se  in  the  e a r l y  a f t e r n o o n ,  w as  

a l r e a d y  a t  th e  R a n c h ,  and  w a n t e d  m e  to c o m e  on the  c o u r i e r  p la n e  abou t  

9 o ' c l o c k .

A t  ab o u t  6:30 P r e s i d e n t  and  M r s .  T r u m a n  a r r i v e d  a t  the  P r e s i d e n t i a l

S u i te  an d  w e  h a d  a  d r i n k ---- M r s .  T r u m a n ,  too - -  and  i t  w a s  a d e l ig h t fu l

m o m e n t  w h e n  the  P r e s i d e n t  pu t  h i s  d r i n k  down,  a r o s e ,  w e n t  to the  p iano ,  

a n d  p l a y e d  f o r  a  few m o m e n t s .  C hopin ,  I th in k  i t  w a s .  He r e p e a t e d  to  m e  

t h a t  he  w a n te d  to do w h a t e v e r  he  co u ld  to h e lp  Lyndon .  I a m  so  p r o u d  th a t  

he  l i k e s  h im .

He to ld  u s  one r i d i c u l o u s  s t o r y  ab o u t  a  p r i e s t  who got l o s t  on a 

w a lk in g  t r i p  t h r o u g h  the  O z a r k  M o u n ta i n s ,  s to p p e d  a t  a  c ab in ,  a s k e d  the 

f a r m e r  if  he  co u ld  h a v e  s o m e  s u p p e r .  T h e  f a r m e r  lo o k ed  a t  h im  r a t h e r
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a n g r i l y  and  s a id ,  "No.  I d o n ' t  l ik e  y o u r  r e l i g i o n . "  T h e  p r i e s t  e x p la in ed  

t h a t  he  h a d  w a lk e d  a  long  t i m e  and  he  w a s  v e r y  h u n g r y  and  he  thought  

s u r e l y  the  f a r m e r  w ould  be  kind e nough  to g ive  h i m  s o m e t h i n g  to ea t .

T h e  f a r m e r  f e l t  a  l i t t l e  a b a s h e d  and s a id ,  "A l l  r i g h t .  C o m e  on in.  "

He s a t  down a t  th e  t a b l e ,  h a d  h i s  s u p p e r ,  and  he  lo o k ed  up a t  the  m a n t e l  

and  t h e r e  w a s  a  p i c t u r e  of P o p e  P iu s !  So the  p r i e s t  s a i d  to the  f a r m e r ,  

"W ould  you  p l e a s e  e x p la i n  to  m e ,  s i r ,  why, if  you d i s l i k e  the  C a th o l ic  

C h u r c h  so  m u c h  y o u 'v e  got t h a t  p i c t u r e  of P o p e  P i u s  up  t h e r e  above  the 

m a n t e l ? "  T h e  f a r m e r  lo o k ed  a t  h i m  i n c r e d u l o u s l y  and  s a id ,  "Do you m e a n  

t h a t ' s  who i t  i s ?  W el l ,  I ' l l  be  g o l d u r n e d  - -  the  s a l e s m a n  th a t  so ld  i t  to 

m e  s a i d  it w a s  H a r r y  T r u m a n  in  h i s  c e r e m o n i a l  M a s o n ic  c lo th e s !  "

We h a d  a  d e l i c io u s  d i n n e r .  We t a l k e d  ab o u t  the  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  

of t h e  W hi te  H ouse  w h ic h  to o k  p l a c e  d u r i n g  h i s  y e a r s .  He s a id  he  u s e d  

to  h a v e  h i s  lu n c h  b r o u g h t  to  h i m  on a  t r a y  in  the  Oval R o o m ,  now the  

Y el low  R o o m ,  and  th e  t a l l ,  h e a v y  b u t l e r  w a s  b r i n g i n g  i t  in  one day  w h en  

h e  lo o k e d  up  and  saw  th e  f l o o r  l i t e r a l l y  s h a k in g  u n d e r  the  w a i t e r ' s  f e e t .

He p i c k e d  up the  phone  an d  c a l l e d  the  A r c h i t e c t  - - I a m  not s u r e  j u s t  who - -  

of s o m e  g o v e r n m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t .  He c a m e  o v e r  i m m e d i a t e l y  w i th  h is  

s ta f f ,  d id  a  lo t  of p r o b i n g  of the  old  m a n s i o n  and ,  b e f o r e  n igh t ,  to ld
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P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n  t h a t  t h e y  m u s t  g e t  ou t  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  i t  w a s  l i t e r a l l y  u n sa fe  

to  l ive  in.

T h e  T r u m a n s  s a i d  goodbye  a t  9 o ' c lo c k .  I had  en jo y ed  i t  so  m u c h ,  

and  the  n i c e s t  p a r t  w a s  t h a t  L ynda  B i r d  e n t e r e d  in to  i t  so fu l ly .  And now 

it  w a s  t i m e  to  go to th e  a i r p o r t  to  c a t c h  the  c o u r i e r  p la n e  tha t  w a s  e n r o u te  

to  the  r a n c h  to j o in  Lyndon .  T h e n  the  p r o b l e m  w a s  w h e t h e r  to s en d  Lynda  

B i r d  b a c k  c o m m e r c i a l ,  w h e n  sh e  w ould  a r r i v e  ab o u t  fo u r  o ' c l o c k  in  the 

m o r n i n g ,  o r  t a k e  h e r  to the  r a n c h ,  w h ic h  i s  a lw a y s  a  r a t h e r  u n c e r t a i n  

p l a c e  to  be  - -  t h a t  i s ,  f o r  knowing e x a c t l y  w h e n  you w i l l  ge t  aw ay  f r o m  it.

Bu t  s h e  d e c i d e d  to  f ly  w i th  m e ,  and  i t  w a s  two sw i f t  and  p l e a s a n t  h o u r s ,  

and  t h e n  down th e  r u n w a y  in to  the  h a n g a r  w h e r e  the  w h i te  golf  c a r t  w a i t e d  

f o r  u s .

Lyndon  h a d  a r r i v e d  in  t i m e  f o r  a n  a f t e r n o o n  w i th  A. W. and ,  m o s t  

i m p o r t a n t l y ,  w i th  Jo h n ,  who  s p e n t  the  n ig h t  w i th  u s .
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