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Frid:1y, July 24th 

This was a man-killer of a day !or Lyndon. It began easily <:nough 

for me, with an appointment with Robin Duke and her drC'ssmaker, who has 

the delightful name of l{andy d\Xo, a Japanese, to make up some of my 

Eastern fabl'ic!-. and possibly a new dress for the Convenlivn. And then 

a quick trip dovm to the First Floor to say hello to the wive:,; of the foreign 

ministers from Latin America that Mrs. Rusk was condu<.. ting to the: Wh!tc­

H0usc. And what a shambles of housekeeping they were seeing, after tht­

mammoth day the household had put in Thursday. 

1
The had lunch with Lynda, curled up on her bed listening to the 

problems of her job with the cables -- how interesting th<.:y wc:r.:.· at first 

and just how plain labodous they are becoming now. She: hasn't been 

feeling very well the last day or two. Not like her, and I am "von·ied 

about her. 

Then a scsLion of work with Liz in my room. And then at. 3 :30 

to watch one of Lyndon's confrontations of the day, a tclc\•isccl press 

conference. The sort of thing you must sted your: lf to go to lik<: you 

would to a firing squad. I watched it from my bedroom, <'very nl'rvc 

aquiver with sympathy. Actually, I thought it was one of th(~ bc~t h~ 

ever did. I'ryson Ras~h ust.:d the expression th~t he he.tr! !llO\lSC-trapp·-·d 

GoJ<lw~·;,ter L-,• h·aving hiiT> notlting to .:,Ly about his appointrricnt witl1 Lyndon 
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Frid~, July 24 th (continued ) 

l ate r in that same d ; y when he said, 11 0£ course we will talk a bout civil 

rights . 11 They as ke d him if he thought it would be a ro·:gh campaign and 

he smiled and said, 11All campaigns arc rough. 11 I thought he emerged 

with his scalp an<l hi s digni ty . And he practically had to lcav t: it o n roller 

s':-.ates to make it ove r to the mansion for a rec eption fo r labor leaders. 

Between 25 0 and 300 of the:m had been invit ed for a r e po rt: on the State 

of the Nation, comparable to the stag lunc heons tlla t he b:~d had fol' 

business leade r s , with a s hort talk by Lyndon. Someli111c s I think it 

prol>ably wasn't short. And a b r iefing by the most pcrtit '. l nt Cabinet 

members. 

Later., one of the aides told me that he thought thc:y had sd a 

record for s haking h a nds. Lyndon arrived late becaus e of Lhc p ress 

conference, had to leave early becaus e o f his 5:30 ap?oi:1tmc::i.t with 

Goldwater , and so had r aced through this reception within a good dc·al 

less than an hour. 

And then, a t 5:30, w as the sec o nd big, demanding conf ronlat ion 

of the day - - his meeting done with Goldwa te r. L alc r, wh<:n I :·.skc.' u 

him, he sairl tb• me<.:ting went somC't hing like lhis, "!think yo u arc 

looking w01H.k rful. You look healtl1y. T his jot. n\ust ag1· ~·\J wilh y~HJ ." 

11 Whcn yo<.t live in this compound , you have to le;:i,rn told i t agr ee with you." 
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Friday, J u l y 24th (conti"1ne<l} 


\ \ 
He said, I brought up the subject of civil rights. I told him I h<:id to m <- c:t 

with a labo r group this afternoon after the prc:ss c on!erc:ncl· . Goldwate r 

said, "What groups have you talked to? 11 I said, "Preac h e rs, teac h e rs, 

bus iness grou ps, labor groups. N ow the educators arc coming in. We 

brought s ome actio n yesterday against Mississippi people who violated 

the law. 11 Golc;wa tcr said, "What law? 11 Lyndo n said, " T h e civil rights 

law just pa:,s ecL 11 Goldwater said, 11 ! know something a huut di sc r iminatio n. 

lam half Jew. 11 Lyndo n said, 11 I signed the Bill a n<l you vot(·d agair!s t 

the Bill, but the Court is thl'.' one who will decide. I inte!1d to enfor c e it. 11 

In the course.' of discus s ing the cl i n 1atc of thought in the cou_n l r y, Gold,va t c: :· 

said, 11 Eighty per cent of my people ar e conservati ve; abou t t w enty pe r cent 

disagree . " The n he said -- and h t:.~ !" e Lyndo n felt that h e showed the most 

enthusiasm, the most real response that he had dur i ng the w hole meeting, 

"What about this su personic plane? I w a nt to get a ride in it. 11 H e a~. ked 

how many scats it had. Lyndon sai<l it had two . He said, " Is tha;, right? 

I thou ght it was going to have three. 11 Then he said , "Wdl, g oo<1 luc k 

to you." And Lyndon said, ''Good luck to you." He had, L yndon s a id, 

arrived sor:ne t wenty minute s early and h a d be en kept in the...' Cab inet 

Room and e ntertaine d - - in not too relaxe d a fashi o n, I irna gine - - by 

Jack V;:i.knti, and - - accor d ing to the new~pape rs - - the \'.'hole int• ·· view 
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took only sixt<:cn minutes . 

Yearning for exercis e later that evening, I got Lynda Bird to g o over 

to the bowling a lley in EOB, and I did the bes t I ever h a ve: -- 117 to Lynda 

B ird 's very good 147 or thereabouts. She doesn't look athh:tic, bu t she 's 

competit!ve and she docs w ell in most everythin g . 

And th er, later on , we went ove r to Lyndon's office , Lynda and I , 

and found him in t h e little room. Jack, Walte r, Marianne M0ans. Lynda 

left in a few rninutC'c and I sa1 down a nd talked with tL ...:m. They h.:!.d been 

discussing V ice Presidential nom i nees -- Rusk, Mc Namara, K enn<'dy, 

Gene McCarthy, Hub. d Humphr ey, Muskie - - the fa vorite guess ing ga:nc 

of the capital these- <lays. FinaHy I prized Lyndon loose, bringin~ Walter 

and Jac k hor.nc with him fo r dinner at ten 0 1 clock. And shortly ther1..~aft<.:r, 

a mus sage and night reading and, at long last, b ed, the nic est part of \<:hich 

this long ~nc'l eventful day was the news of Luci, beginning with the wire 

we had s<. !'lt her: "Dear Luc i, thr ee of your fans will be thinking of you. 

We arc <1.ll so proud of you~ Because in the parer today was a n·port 

of her twu pcrfnrmancc s at Intcrlochcn on yL: stc.:rday - - one in the: afte rnoo!1. 

to about 3(>00 pcopk, all tbc students of the National M usi c Camp ::i.nd thei r 

farnilics, and a night one -- an evc,n mort~ suc c:c ~ sfu l on1.: - - to the 'P"1Jlic, 

the proceed:, of \vhich go tu scholarships for this center uf music, dance, 
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Friday, July 24th (continued) 


drama and art. The pictures tod ~ wer e delightfu l. Luci and Va n Cli lJurn, 


both in camp uniform -- Luci 1s ~avy blue knickers, light blue socks, a nd 


light blu<· shirt -- no glass es , thank goodness -- and her narration delive r ed 


with pixie· gestur e s of glee, mock fright, or whJtevcr the p assage in P :·Le r 


ancl tl•e Wolf c : llcd for. Thi s is the point at which I wou~<l have shive n:d 

... 

with apprc~~e nsioi.•- fa the end of it she d ecided to get up aa,.~ gi<.·c a little 

impromptu f< .- cch. It was all right, though, b c.-cause it c on:-is tcd c hiefly 

of telling every!..i·. dy in the camp how wo nderful they were - - the orch . :;tra, 

V;·n Cliburn, the founder, President Joseph Maddy. So Luc i gets A for 

Interlochen. 
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