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W as  a  c l e a r  s i g n a l  t h a t  the  l u s h  d a y s  of r e l ax a t i o n  of e a r l y  J u ly

w e r e  o v e r .  I s p e n t  t h e  m o r n i n g  s tu d y in g  ab o u t  the  M a l a g a s y  R e p u b l i c ,
\

a n  i s l a n d  off the  c o a s t  of A f r i c a ,  the  f o u r t h  l a r g e s t  i s l a n d  in  the  w o r ld ,
/

a l m o s t  a s  b ig  a s  T e x a s ,  n e a r l y  6 m i l l i o n  p o p u la t io n ,  i ts p e o p le  a  m i x -

t u r e  of A s i a n  and  A f r i c a n .

A nd  t h e n  a t  e l e v e n  o ' c l o c k  P r e s i d e n t  T s i r a n a n a  and  M a d a m e  

T s i r a n a n a  a r r i v e d  f o r  the  w e l c o m i n g  c e r e m o n i e s  on the  South  Lawn.

He w a s  s h o r t ,  vo lu b le ,  s to u t ,  g e s t u r i n g  and  ta lk in g  n e a r l y  a l l  the t im e ,  

v e r y  m u c h  a t  h o m e ,  a p p a r e n t l y .  M a d a m e  T s i r a n a n a  a t  46 w a s  the  m o t h e r  

o f  e ig h t  c h i l d r e n  and  h a d  f o u r  g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  She to ld  m e  she  had  

m a r r i e d  a t  15 and  t h a t  m o s t  g i r l s  in  M a l a g a s y  - - o r  M a d a g a s c a r ,  a s  

I ' v e  known i t  a l l  m y  l i fe  - -  m a r r y  e a r l y .

B e s i d e s  th e  s t a n d a r d  m i l i t a r y , d ip l o m a t i c  c o r p s , a n d  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

p e o p l e ,  t h e r e  is  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r  of s p e c i a l  v i s i t o r s  to the  White  

H o u se  w h o m  we inv i te  to  s t a n d  out  on the  South  L aw n  and  w a t c h  g r e e t i n g  

c e r e m o n i e s .  So p i c t u r e s q u e  i t  i s ,  i t  m u s t  be  one of the  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  

m e m o r i e s  t h e y  t ak e  b a c k  w i th  t h e m  to Iow a  and  A l a b a m a  and  W ash in g to n  

S ta te ,  o r  w h e r e v e r .

F r o m  noon  on I s tu d ie d  the  l i s t  of g u e s t s  ton igh t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  

young fo lk s  who w e r e  a s k e d  a t  t e n  to w a t c h  O k la h o m a  and f o r  d a n c in g  l a t e r ,  

and  a d d e d  to t h e m ,  m o s t l y  i n t e r n e s  up h e r e  s tudy ing  f o r  the  s u m m e r  - -
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young f o lk s .  We h ave  qu i te  a  g r o u p  of G o v e r n o r s  c o m in g  to the  d in n e r  

to n ig h t  a n d  we h a v e  a s k e d  th e m  to be  o u r  h o u s e  g u e s t s ,  so  I t r i e d  to be 

on han d  to  g r e e t  e a c h  one of t h e m  as  t h e y  a r r i v e d  and  conduc t  t h e m  to 

t h e i r  r o o m s .  Huge G o v e r n o r  C a r v e l  of D e l a w a r e ,  th e  b i g g e s t  G o v e r n o r  

of th e  l i t t l e s t  S ta t e  - -  he  m u s t  be  a l l  of 6 f e e t  8 and  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  G o v e r n o r ,  

f o r  I r e m e m b e r  h i m  f o r  th e  p a s t  two d e c a d e s ,  i t  s e e m s .  He and  h i s  

w ife  w e r e  in  the  Q u e e n ' s  R o o m ,  and  u p s t a i r s  y o u n g e s t ,  h a n d s o m e  b r u n e t  

G o v e r n o r  H ughes  of Iowa and  h i s  wife  and  c u te  l i t t l e  d a u g h t e r .  They  

w e r e  i n  r o u t e  to th e  W o r l d ' s  F a i r .  And  - -  a l s o  young and h a n d s o m e  - -  

G o v e r n o r  B r e a t h i t t  of K en tu ck y  and  h i s  p r e t t y  l i t t l e  w ife ,  w h o m  I v i s i t e d  

r e c e n t l y .  And  b ig  G o v e r n o r  M o r r i s o n  of N e b r a s k a ,  h i m s e l f  s o m e t h in g  

of a n  old p r o .  I had  m e t  h im  a t  a  b a c k y a r d  b a r b e c u e  in N e b r a s k a  b a c k  

in  1960 th a t  h a d  b e e n  g iv e n  f o r  u s  by,  I b e l i e v e ,  a  f r i e n d  of S e n a t o r  K e r r ' s .  

A nd  M r s .  M o r r i s o n  and  I had  a  n i c e  t a l k  abou t  N e l l i e ,  w h o m  s h e ' s  v e r y  

fond of.

L a t e r  I g a t h e r e d  up a l l  the  h o u s e  g u e s t s  and  to o k  th e m  on a  qu ie t  

t o u r  of the  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  b e c a u s e  to n ig h t  the  d i n n e r  w i l l  be  out on the  lawn 

and  w i th  the  e x c e p t io n  of th e  E a s t  R o o m  t h e r e  w i l l  be  l i t t l e  c h a n c e  to 

s e e  t h e  lo v e ly  h o u s e .

A f t e r  a  w e e k  of c lo u d y ,  g r e y ,  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  w e a t h e r  i t  t u r n e d  out
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r e a d y  on t i m e ,  e v e n  a  m o m e n t  too  s o o n  on  the  F r o n t  P o r t i c o .  I w o r e  

m y  w h i t e  ch i f fon .  T h e r e  w a s  e v e n  h o p e fu l ly  a  p a u s e  in the  h e a v i e s t  

n a t i o n a l  p r o b l e m  of the  d a y  - -  th e  s t r e e t  f igh t ing  in  New Y o r k  and  

R o c h e s t e r  - -  w i th  h e a d l i n e s  s a y in g  " T h e  M ay o r -K in g  D r a f t  P e a c e . "

T h e  s t a g e  w a s  s e t  f o r  a  gay  e v en in g .  We took  t h e m  u p s t a i r s  

to  t h e E a s t  R o o m  r a t h e r  l a t e  - -  ab o u t  25 m i n u t e s ,  f o r  the  few m i n u t e s  

of g e t - a c q u a i n t e d  and  th e  e x c h a n g e  of g i f t s .  O ur  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  one 

to  t h e m ,  I though t ,  the  a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h  of th e  R e p u b l i c  of M a la g a sy ,  

t a k e n  f r o m  the  U. S. s a t e l l i t e  TIROS,  a t  a n  a l t i t u d e  of 434 m i l e s .  And 

t h e i r  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  g i f t  to  m e ,  a n  u n s e t  a q u a m a r i n e ,  the  f i r s t  j e w e l  

I  c a n  r e m e m b e r  g e t t in g .  W hen  I lo o k ed  a r o u n d  and  saw  th a t  th e  M ennen  

W i l l i a m s  w e r e  no t  u p s t a i r s  w i th  u s ,  I s e n t  down q u ic k ly  to  ge t  th e m .  

A f r i c a  i s  t h e i r  b a i l iw ic k ,  and  I  had  l i k e d  an d  e n jo y ed  N a n cy  so m u c h  

on o u r  t r i p  to M a c k i n a w  I s l a n d  and  I f e l t  I w a n te d  to  know h e r  b e t t e r .

T h e n  d o w n s t a i r s  f o r  p i c t u r e s ,  to the  tune  of H a i l  to the  Chief .  

Lyndon  and  P r e s i d e n t  T s i r a n a n a  and  I and  M a d a m e  T s i r a n a n a  w a lk e d  

in to  the  E a s t  R o o m .  A d la i  S t e v e n s o n  w a s  t h e r e .  How g e n u in e ly  d e l ig h t fu l  

he  is!  A nd  S t e w a r t  U da l l ,  of w h o m  I a m  b e c o m i n g  f o n de r  a l l  the  t i m e .  

M a r v e l l a  and  B i r c h  B ay h  - -  t h e i r  f i r s t  n ig h t  out - -  h e r  f i r s t  n igh t  - -  

s i n c e  the  p lane  a c c i d e n t ,  and  she  d id  lo o k  qu i te  th in  and  f r a g i l e .
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T o m  and  B e t ty  K uche l ,  r e c e n t l y  back, f r o m  the  R e p u b l i c a n  C onven t ion .  

L y ndon  l e a n e d  a c r o s s  the  t a b l e  l a t e r  and  s a id ,  " B e t ty ,  I w an t  you to hand le  

m y  c a m p a i g n .  " She l a u g h e d  an d  s a id ,  "You  know I l ik e  you, bu t  I c a n ' t  do 

t h a t .  "

O u r  q u a r t e t  of G o v e r n o r s ,  the  young, a t t r a c t i v e  W i l l i a m  H e n r y s ,  

h e a d  of th e  F C C ,  m y  l o n g t i m e  A l a b a m a  f r i e n d  D o r o th y  V r e d e n b u r g h  B u sh  

and  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  and  m y  e v e n  o l d e r  f r i e n d s ,  J i m  and E l i z a b e t h  Rowe.  

L a t e r  on t h e i r  d a u g h t e r  w a s  to  jo in  u s  f o r  Ok l a h o m a  a nd the  danc ing .

T e x a s  w a s w e l l  r e p r e s e n t e d . — Bi l l y  B a i l e y s ,  J u d g e  S a r a h  Hughes  

who  h a d  s w o r n  Lyndon  in  a s  P r e s i d e n t ,  E d  L ooney  of the  V a l ley  and  M r s .  

L o o n ey ,  a  l o n g t i m e  D i s t r i c t  l e a d e r  in  S e n a t o r i a l  d a y s ,  and  t h e i r  d a u g h te r  

jo in e d  us  l a t e r  f o r  O k l a h o m a . And t h e  Ge r r y  M an n s .  I s t i l l  h a v e  s o m e  

w o n d e r f u l  m o v i e s  of h im  w h e n  he w a s  o u r  o pponen t  in th e  S e n a te  c a m p a i g n  

of '41. And the  C h a n c e l l o r  of the  U n i v e r s i t y ,  H a r r y  R a n s o m ,  and  h is  

s w e e t  g e n t l e  w ife ,  i s  v e r y  m u c h  in  the  m i d s t  of L y n d o n ' s  new T a s k  F o r c e  

of h e a d s  of the  l a r g e r  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  And the  B y r o n  S k e l to n s ,  two who 

h a v e  b e e n  doing  v i g o r o u s  b a t t l e  l a t e l y  and  i t  would  be i n t e r e s t i n g  to s ee  

in  t h e i r  m i n d s  how m u c h  t h e y  w a lk  a  t ig h t  r o p e  b e tw e e n  the  p r o g r e s s  of 

t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  and  the  good of t h e i r  c o u n t r y .  T he  R oy  W ilk ins  and  the  

W hi tney  Y oungs .  And f r o m  th e  w o r l d  of e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  the  Vic D a m o n e s  

an d  o u r  two s t a r s  of the  ev en in g  in  O k l a h o m a , S h i r l e y  J o n e s  ( s h e ' s  M r s .
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J a c k  C a s s i d y )  and  b ig ,  h a n d s o m e  P e t e r  P a l m e r .  F r o m  the  a r t s ,  m y  f r i e n d s  

J o h n  S te in b e c k  an d  E l a i n e ,  the  J i m  F o s b u r g s .  T h e r e ' d  b e e n  two s e a t s  open 

a t  th e  l a s t  m i n u t e  and  so  v e r y  h a p p i ly  I h a d  in v i te d  P h i l i p  b e c a u s e  I thought  

t h i s  w ou ld  be  h i s  o n ly  c h a n c e  to c o m e ,  and  L uc i ,  who looked  b e a u t i f u l  in 

m y  F i l i p i n o  d r e s s .  And t h e r e  w a s  a  c r o s s  s e c t i o n  of the  w o r l d  of b u s i n e s s ,  

of l a b o r ,  of p u b l i s h in g  and  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  inc lu d in g  R a l p h  M cG i l l  and  

D r e w  P e a r s o n ,  th e  S im e o n  B o o k e r s  of J e t , E b o n y , Hue and  T a n . And the 

C a s s  C a n f i e l d s  of H a r p e r s.  It w a s  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s s e m b l a g e  of a bout 

170 t h a t  w a lk e d  down the  s t a i r s  f r o m  the  B lue  R o o m ,  th o s e  s t a t e l y ,  c i r c u l a r  

s t a i r s  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  s e e  so  l i t t l e  u s e ,  and  e m e r g e d  in to  the  s t a r l i t  n ight of 

th e  R o s e  G a r d e n ,  w h e r e  the  M a r i n e  B an d  p l a y e d  a t  the  end u n d e r  the  

m a g n o l i a  t r e e s .  T h e  f l o w e r s  w e r e  n e v e r  l o v e l i e r  - -  ye l low  a n d  w h i te  

z i n n i a s ,  c a r n a t i o n s ,  m a r g u e r i t e s ,  y e l l ow m a r i g o l d s ,  o r c h i d s  ( th e s e ,  I 

t h in k ,  t h e  g i f t s  of the  M a l a y s i a n s ) ,  d e lp h in iu m  in  two s h a d e s ,  a l l  a r r a n g e d  

in  th e  b a m b o o  V e r m e i l  c o n t a i n e r s ,  and  the  food n e v e r  b e t t e r ,  beg in n in g  

w i th  co ld  l o b s t e r  - -  t in y  l o b s t e r s  - -  and  th e n  f i l e t  m ig n o n ,  s a l a d  w i th  

B r i e  c h e e s e ,  and  a  g lace  d e s s e r t  n a m e d  a f t e r  the  v i s i t in g  P r e s i d e n t ,  

a c c o m p a n i e d  by  A i r  F o r c e  s t r o l l i n g  s t r i n g s  w h ic h  the  g u e s t s  a lw a y s  

t e l l  m e  l a t e r  w a s  the  h igh  m o m e n t  of the  ev en in g .
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T h e  P r e s i d e n t  p r o v e d  a  r a t h e r  e a s y  m a n  to t a lk  to - -  j u s t  s i m p l y  

g e t  h i m  s t a r t e d  ab o u t  h i s  c o u n t r y ,  and  a w a y  he  w en t .  And th e n  he and  

L yndon  w e r e  bo th  s c h o o l t e a c h e r s  and  t h a t  w as  a  g a m b i t .  And  p r o b a b l y  

one of the  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  gambits to m e  w a s  the  f a c t  th a t  we h ave  a S p ace  

T r a c k i n g  S ta t io n  t h e r e  in h i s  c o u n t r y .

A f t e r w a r d s ,  the  fo u r  of us  took  f r o n t  s e a t s  and  w a tc h e d  the  gay  

and  typ i c a l l y  A m e r i c a n  O k la h o m a ,  a b o u t  35 m i n u t e s  of i t ,  beg inn ing  w i th  

Oh, W hat  A B ea u t i fu l  M o r n i n g , T h e  S u r r e y  w i th  the  F r i n g e  on Top  - - 

and  i t  w a s  h i l a r i o u s  l a t e r  to h e a r  A d la i  t e l l  abou t  how he  t r a n s l a t e s  

in to  F r e n c h  f o r  T s i r a n a n a  e x a c t l y  w h a t  a  s u r r e y  w i th  a  f r i n g e  on top 

w a s .  E v e r y t h i n g ' s  Up to D a te  in  K a n s a s  C i t y , w h ich  i s  j u s t  ab o u t  m y  

f a v o r i t e .  Six  of the  b e s t ,  end ing  w i th  the  w ho le  c o m p a n y  do ing O k la h o m a  , 

w i t h  the  l in e ,  "We b e lo n g  to the  l and  and  the  land  we be long  to is  g r a n d ” 

s t r i k i n g  s t r a i g h t  to m y  h e a r t .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  an  e n t e r -

t a i n m e n t  a l l  y e a r  th a t  I h a v e  f e l t  m o r e  in tune  w i th  and  m o r e  p r o u d  of.

I s aw  it  w h en  i t  f i r s t  o p en ed  on B r o a d w a y ,  th e n  I saw  it  in a  b a r n  t h e a t e r  

in  T e x a s  d r iv i n g  h o m e  f r o m  C a m p  M y s t i c  one n ight,  n e a r  K e r r v i l l e .

But e v e r y t h i n g  abou t  the  even ing  had  gone l a t e ,  so  i t  w a s  abou t  

tw e n ty  m i n u t e s  of tw e lv e  w h en  the  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  w a s  o v e r  . When o u r  

g u e s t s  w e r e  r e a d y  to d e p a r t ,  the  c a r s  d r o v e  up, we b id  th e m  goodbye ,  

and  s o o n  Lyndon  d e p a r t e d ,  a i d e s  to ld  m e ,  bu t  I d e l i b e r a t e l y  s t a y e d  on 

down b e c a u s e  I w a n ted  to s a y  goodbye  to e v e r y o n e  who w a s  le av in g ,  to
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h a v e  a  few m i n u t e s  talk, w i th  anyone  who l i n g e r e d ,  and then  to take  a g l a s s  

of c h a m p a g n e  and  d r i f t  on a c r o s s  the  law n  w i th  G e n e r a l  C l i f ton  to the 

l i t t l e  d a n ce  f l o o r  c l o s e  to the  b e a u t i f u l  b lue  p ine .  We had  s m a l l  t a b l e s  

p l a c e d  a r o u n d  i t ,  c a b e r e t  f a s h io n ,  c e n t e r e d  w i th  a  c a n d le .  We had  s o m e  

f o r t y  o r  so  g u e s t s ,  h a s t i l y  a s k e d  w h en  we f in a l ly  found th a t  the  w e a t h e r  

w a s  going  to be  b e a u t i f u l  and  we co u ld  h a v e  i t  o u t d o o r s .  We w e r e  danc ing  

to  a  c o m b o .  I  found m y  A l a b a m a  c o u s i n s ,  the  S a m  T a y l o r s  f r o m  B i r m i n g -

h a m .  T h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  young g i r l s  f r o m  E a s t  T e x a s  w h o m  W r ig h t  P a t m a n
___

had  to ld  m e  a b o u t .  The  B i l l  W h i t e s '  d a u g h t e r ,  J a k e  P i c k l e ' s a n d  

the  t e e n a g e  c h i l d r e n  of the  O k la h o m a  d e l e g a t io n .

I  w e n t  to bed  a  l i t t l e  a f t e r  one ,  co n c lu d in g  i t  w a s  one of the 

n i c e s t  S ta te  d i n n e r s  w e  h a d  h ad ,  s u g g e s t i n g  to B e s s  th a t  they  s t r i k e  

up  Goodn igh t  L a d i e s  in abou t  f i f t e e n  m o r e  m i n u t e s .
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