
T h u r s d a y ,  J u ly  30 th , b e g a n  w ith  the  n ew s  th a t  

S e n a to r  C l a r e  E n g le  had  d ie d .  I c a l l e d  L o u  who h a s  l iv e d  

an  e n d u r a n c e  c o n te s t  th is  l a s t  y e a r ,  an d  th is  can  only  m e a n  

r e l i e f  f o r  C l a r e  a n d  fo r  h e r .

In th e  m id d le  of th e  m o r n i n g  I m e t  w ith  a  t a s k  

f o r c e  f o r  p r o p o s e d  w o m e n 's  job  c o r p s  - -  a  p a r t  of the  w a r  

a g a in s t  p o v e r ty .  T h e s e  w o m e n , ab o u t 100 of th e m ,  have  

c o m e  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  the  N a tio n  f o r  w o rk  sh o p s  on how to  

g e t  th e  job  done f o r  th e  p r o p o s e d  w o m e n 's  job  c o rp s  w hich 

w ould  ta k e  c a r e  of 10 o r  15 th o u s a n d  g i r l s ,  sch o o l  d ro p  o u ts ,  

g i r l s  who h a v e  h a d  b a d  h o m e  l i v e s ,  g i r l s  f r o m  c i ty  s lu m s ,  

who w ould  l iv e  in  r e s i d e n t i a l  c e n t e r s  and  sp en d  abou t a 

y e a r  r e c e iv in g  i n s t r u c t i o n  in  s o m e  s o r t  of v o c a t io n a l  job  

t r a i n i n g  and  a l s o  in  co ok ing  and  g ro o m in g  and  good c i t i z e n -
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sh ip .  J e a n  N oble  is the s p e a r h e a d  of i t ,  a b le ,  a t t r a c t i v e  

N e g ro  p r o f e s s o r  f r o m  New Y o rk  U n iv e r s i t y ,  e x c e l le n t  

c h o i c e .

A m o n g  th e  h u n d re d  w e r e  su ch  w o m e n  a s  M a r th a  

A l le n  of the  C a m p  F i r e  Gi r l s ,  M r s .  W ill ia m  C o o p e r  f r o m  th e  

N a t io n a l  C o u n c i l  o f  J e w is h  W om en , D r .  J e a n  B r i c k e r  w hom  I had 

m e t  a t  th e  A m e r i c a n  H o m e  E c o n o m ic s  A s s o c ia t io n ,  M r s ,

W il l ia m  H a s t e b r o o k   of th e  G e n e r a l  

F e d e r a t i o n  o f  W o m e n 's  C lu b s ,  M iss  D o ro th y  Heig h t ,  N a tio n a l



C o u n c i l  of N e g ro  W o m en , D o ro th y  F o r d  of th e  N B& PW , 

E l l e n  H a r r i s ,  U n ited  N e ig h b o rh o o d  H o u s e s ,  M a r g a r e t  

M e a l e y   of  th e  N a t io n a l  C o u n c i l  of C a th o l ic  W om en ,

M a r y  J a n e  W il le t t  o f  th e  YWCA, and  m y  old f r i e n d  D r .  

B e r n i e c e  M o o re  of th e  Hogg F o u n d a t io n  f o r  M e n ta l  H e a l th ,

U n iv e r s i t y  of T e x a s ,  a n d  f r o m  m a n y  U n i v e r s i t i e s  o f
4
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c o u r s e  a l l  of the  i n t e r e s t e d  b r a n c h e s  of G o v e rn m e n t ,

J a n e  W ir tz  f r o m  L a b o r ,  A nn C e l e b r e e z e  f r o m  HEW ,

M a r y  K e y s e r l in g ,  In d ia  E d w a r d s ,  K a t ie  L o u c h h e im ,  

th e  u b iq u i to u s  E s t h e r  P e t e r s o n .  J e a n  N oble  d e s c r ib e d  

th e m  a s  th e  w o m e n 's  p o w e r  s t r u c t u r e  of the  U n ited  S ta te s .  

A nd in  a  w ay  th e y  r e a l l y  r e p r e s e n t  m a n y  th o u s a n d s  of 

w o m e n  and  t h e i r  th in k in g .

T he s e t t in g  w as  lo v e ly  u n d e r n e a th  a  l a r g e  t r e e  

on one  of th e  m o u n d s  d e s ig n e d  by  T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n .

G a r d e n  f u r n i t u r e  h e r e  an d  t h e r e  and a table c o v e r e d  w ith
'A

h o t a n d  ic e d  co ffee  and  p a s t r i e s .   T h e   m e e t in g  w as

e x c i t in g  to  m e  b e c a u s e  i t  w as  a  good e x p la n a t io n  of t h e i r

p u r p o s e  b y  J e a n  N oble  and  a  g iv e   and  ta k e  of q u e s t i o n s ,  and

th e n  th e  c l i n c h e r  by  R e p .  E d i th  G r e e n  who s a id  you  won^t

h a v e  a n y  jo b  c o r p s  t o  w o rk  on u n le s s  you  go b a c k  

and p h o n e  y o u r  C o n g r e s s m a n  and  t e l l  th e m  you w an t to  ge t 

th i s  p o v e r ty  b i l l  p a s s e d .
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It w as  a  p lu s  a n d  I l ik e d  i t .

N ex t  I h a d  a  s e s s i o n  w ith  W a l t e r ,  h a l f  a  d ozen  

l e t t e r s  too  to u g h  fo r  m e  to  h a n d le ,  a n d  th e n  lu n c h  in  m y  

r o o m  w h ile  I w o rk e d  on m y  m a i l ,  and  th e n  a  l i t t l e  r e s t  

b e f o r e  t e a  in  th e  Y e llow  O v a l R oom  w ith  th e  w iv e s  of th e  

L a t in  A m e r i c a n  A m b a s s a d o r s  an d  th e  OAS A m b a s s a d o r s ,  

a  g ro u p  of ab o u t 6 0 ,  w ith  V i r g in ia  R u sk ,  N a n cy  M ann 

an d R ob in  D uke a r r i v i n g  e a r l y  to  b r i e f  m e  on th e  b e s t  w ay  

to  l e t  us  g e t  a c q u a in te d  in  a n  h o u r ' s  t i m e .

T h e  S inging  S t r in g s  p la y e d  in  th e  h a l l ,  th e  l a d ie s  

c a m e  b y  an d  s a id  h e l lo ,  an d  th e n  I  to o k  m y  s e a t  a t  the  end 

o f th e  O va l R oom  w h ile  R ob in  sk i l l fu l ly  b ro u g h t  o v e r  g ro u p s  

o f  fo u r  o r  f iv e  a t  a  t i m e ,  and  we h ad  a b o u t  10 o r  15 m in u te s  

c o n v e r s a t io n ,  w h ile  N a n cy  a n d  V i r g in i a  to o k  the  o th e r s  on 

t r i p s  th ro u g h  th e  L in c o ln  R o o m , T r e a t y  R oom  and  Q u e e n 's  

B e d r o o m ,  w h ile  a  s u c c e s s i o n  of n ew  ones  c a m e  to  m e .  b r o u g h t  

b y  R o b in ,

L y n d o n  c a m e  in  f o r  j u s t  a  m o m e n t  m a k in g  h is  w ay 

q u ic k ly  a ro u n d  th e  f lo o r ,  s h a k in g  h a n d s ,  and  g r e e t i n g  m o s t  

of t h e m .  A ll  th e  l a d ie s  w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  the  W hite  H ouse  

l a t e s t  a r t  a c q u i s i t i o n s ,  th e  J o h n  S in g e r  S a r g e n t  g iv en  in 

h o n o r  of P r e s i d e n t  K en n ed y ,  an d  a l s o  I a m  d e l ig h te d  to  s a y  

o u r  own, L y n d o n 's ,  l e t t e r  f r o m  G e o rg e  W ash in g to n  to  T h o m a s
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L a w  w r i t t e n  in  1799 in v i t in g  h im  to c o m e  to  th e  w edd ing  

of N e l l ie  C u s t i s .

T h e  t e a  w en t  off w ith  a lm o s t  m i l i t a r y  p r e c i s io n ^  

b u t  w ithou t th e  i n t im a c y  and  r e a l  b r e a k - t h r o u g h  " in  g e tt in g  

to  know  y o u ” th a t  I w ou ld  l i k e .  I th in k   the  p r e s e n c e  of 

m y  S p an ish  c l a s s ,  B e t h i n e ,  G r a c e ,  Ju n e  W hite ,  A b ig a i l ,

h e lp e d  s o m e .

B y f iv e  f i f t e e n  th e y  w e r e  a l l  g o n e , le a v in g  m e  w ith  

a  s o m e w h a t  f r u s t r a t e d  f e e l in g ,  u n l ik e  th i s  m o r n i n g 's  fe e l in g ,  

t h a t  i t  w as  a  r e a l  e x ch a n g e .  B u t th e  day w as  a  lo n g  t im e  f r o m  

o v e r .

B a c k  a t  m y  d e sk  in  m y  r o o m  I go t an  SOS f r o m  

d o w n s t a i r s ,  L y n d o n  h a d  b e e n  h a v in g  a  r e c e p t io n  f o r  300 

e d u c a t o r s ,  s u p e r in te n d e n t s  of s c h o o l s ,  in  l a r g e  c i t i e s .  T h e y  

had  h a d  a  w o rk s h o p ,  w e r e  go ing  to  h a v e  q u e s t io n s  and  a n s w e r s  

p e r i o d  l a t e r ,  w e r e  a t  p r e s e n t  h av in g  r e f r e s h m e n t s  in  the  

S ta te  D in ing  R o o m . He g r e e t e d  th e m  a l l ,  m a d e  a  s p e e c h ,  b u t  

h a d  to  l e a v e  a f t e r  a b o u t  20 m i n u t e s .  C ou ld  I s to p  down and 

le n d  a  l i t t l e  h o s p i t a l i ty  an d  w a r m th ?  I c o u ld  and  w ith  an  

a id e  m a d e  m y  w ay  f r o m  one end  to  th e  o t h e r ,  w ith  s o m e  

i n t e r e s t i n g  e n c o u n te r s ,  a m o n g  th e m  th e  so n  of th e  h e a d  of 

th e  H o u s to n  s c h o o l  s y s t e m ,  D r .  O b e r h o l t z e r   w ith  w hom
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L yndon  h a d  w o rk e d  and  who h a d  g iv en  h im  a  le a v e  of 

a b s e n c e  w h ich  L y n d o n  h a d  c a r r i e d  in  h is  p u r s e  f o r  the  

f i r s t  tw o  o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  of o u r  m a r r i e d  l i f e  u n t i l  th e  p a p e r  

p r a c t i c a l l y  w o re  out  s a y in g  "S o m e d a y  I a m  going  b a ck  to  

t e a c h in g !  " A n d a n o th e r  e n c o u n te r ,  one of th e  h e a d s  of th e  

New Y o rk  C ity  s c h o o l s y s t e m  w h ich  in c lu d e d  a l l  th e  H a r l e m  

s c h o o l s .

F r o m  t h e r e  I w e n t  to  th e  W oodrow  W ilso n  H ouse

on  S S t r e e t  to  o p en  t h e i r  A m e r i c a n  L a n d m a r k  C e l e b r a t io n ,

and  to  g ive  to  G o rd o n  G r a y  of th e  N a t io n a l  H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c ia t io n

a  p l a q u e  d e s ig n a t in g  th is  h o u s e  a s  a  n a t io n a l  h i s t o r i c  l a n d m a r k

in  f r o n t  o f  a b o u t  200 p e o p le  g a th e r e d  on th e  law n  and  t e r r a c e .

I th o u g h t  a b o u t  how  m a n y  t i m e s  I h a d  d r iv e n  p a s t  th a t

h o u s e  t h e s e  l a s t  25 y e a r s  p o in t in g  i t  out to  t o u r i s t s ,  b u t  th i s

is  th e  f i r s t  t im e  I h ad  b e e n  th ro u g h  i t .  T h e r e  w as  a  f lag

c r e a t e d  fo r  t h e  L e a g u e  of N a t io n s  w ith  h igh  h o p es  bu t n e v e r

a d o p te d ,  p i c t u r e s  of M a r s h a l  F o c h ,  J o h n  P e r s h i n g ,  an d

the  King and  Q ueen  of E n g la n d .  I s a w  th e  m a g n i f i c e n t  G o b e l in  (? )
A

t a p e s t r y  w h ich  w as  a  g if t  f r o m  th e  F r e n c h  G o v e r n m e n t  to  

W ilso n  - - h e  w as  a  G od in  th a t  d ay , a l m o s t  - -  the  day of h is

t r i u m p h a n t  to u r  in  E u r o p e  a f t e r  th e  Bax A r m is t i c e ,  b e fo re  the
II

c h e e r in g  s to p p e d .
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T h e  D ip lo m a t ic  C o r p s  w as  t h e r e  in  good quantity^  

in c lu d in g  r e m a r k a b ly  a  good ly  n u m b e r  f r o m  th e  I r o n  C u r ta in  

C o u n t r i e s .

B a c k  a t  the  W hite  H ouse  a g a in  I w en t fo r  a  w a lk  

a ro u n d  th e  South G ro u n d s  and  h o p e fu l ly  b u t  in e f fe c tu a l ly  

to  L y n d o n ’s o ff ice  t r y in g  to  p r i z e  h im  l o o s e .  It w as  a f t e r  

t e n  b e f o r e  he c a m e  h o m e  f o r  d i n n e r  w i t h : M a r y  M a r g a r e t  

and  J a c k  an d L y n d a  and  D ave s a t  down w ith  us  b e c a u s e  I 

w a n t  d e l i t r e r a te ly  to  g e t  to  know  h im  b e t t e r .

And a f t e r  d in n e r  w h ile  L yndon  h a d  h is  m a s s a g e  

D ave  an d  L y n d a  an d  I  w en t off to  th e  po o l and  ju m p e d  in .

I t  is  d e l i c io u s ly  w a r m  a g a in .  I h a d  20 l a p s .  So r e la x in g  - -  

th e  b e s t  e x e r c i s e .  And th e n  u p s t a i r s  to  b e d  in  m y  own ro o m  

b e c a u s e  I w as  too  b o n e  w e a r y  to  l a s t  ou t L y n d o n 's  r e a d in g  u n t i l  

tw o o 'c lo c k ,  a s k in g  h im  to  p l e a s e  c o m e  jo in  m e  w h en  h e  c o u ld .  

I t s t r a i n s  m e  to  know  how  e a r l y  he  g e ts  up and  how  la t e  h e  

goes to  b e d .  T h e r e  i s  a  l i m i t  to  how  f a r  I can  fo l lo w  h im  

u s e f u l ly .

###
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