
F r id a y ,  Ju ly  3 1 s t .  Oh, happy au g u ry  of the  day! 

Lyndon was in m y  ro o m  a n d  th e re  was no te lephone  to  a l e r t  

h im  when the m o rn in g  c a m e .  The shades  w e re  pu lled  c lose  

and we s le p t  un til  n in e  th i r ty .  Tha t w as as  good a p r e s e n t  

a s  a d iam ond  ring!

The only h a rd  p a r t  of the day fo r  m e  was lunch 

with Hugh Sidey and J e a n  F ra n k l in  of TIM E fo r  a  s to ry  

th ey  a r e  doing on m e .  I have  n e v e r  been a f ra id  of the 

P r e s s ,  and I th ink  th a t  c an d o r  is  m o re  be lievab le  and m o re  

l ik a b le ,  but sudden ly  it h as  begun to dawn on m e tha t  I 

do n 't  s tan d  on m y  own alone and what they  say  about m e 

m a y  have a  s ig n if ican t  r e s u l t  on Lyndon, on our P a r ty ,  

on  f a r - f lu n g  r a m if ic a t io n s .

So fo r  the f i r s t  t im e  I am  beginning to be u n easy  

in t h e i r  p r e s e n c e .  We had  lunch in m y  r e t r e a t ,  the Q ueen 's  

S itting  R oom , ta lk e d  fo r  two h o u r s ,  and a l l  th a t  I sa id  w ill 

c o m e  out, fo r  good o r  ill , about C onvention ti m e .

Then I w ent u p s ta i r s  and la id  on the ro o f  in a bath ing  

su it  in the su n . It has  been a g ray  Ju ly  and sunsh ine  is  h a r d  

to  co m e  by. Thinking ab out how won d e rfu l  it was fo r  Lyndon 

to have th e  r e s t  th is  m o rn in g .  The days  a r e  so  often  too long 

and too t i r in g .
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 ̂ I co u ld n 't  he lp  but r e m e m b e r  p o o r  P re s id e n t

Tsiranana who a t  the S tate D inner  M onday n igh t,  when 

I  a sk e d  h im  w hat t im e  it  was in h is  own co u n try ,  thought 

for  a  m in u te ,  and s a id  "M a d a m e , i t  is  4 o 'c lo c k  in the 

m o r n i n g . ” I hope nobody ex p ec ts  m e  on a  fo re ig n  t r ip ,
i

 to  be  sp a rk l in g  a t  w hat is  4 am  to  m e  s to m ach  

t im e !

L a te  in the a f te rn o o n  I had  so m e  f r ie n d s  fo r  t e a
»

in  the Yellow Oval Room  - -  W alte r  and Ann H ornaday ,

Ann  w ith a  m a rv e lo u s  s to r y  of a  f r ie n d  of h e r s  in 

D a lla s  who w anted  to give to  the  White H ouse h e r  John  

A d am s  punch bow l, h e r  son and h e r  nephew , the F r e d  Catteralls  

f ro m  A us tin  with th e i r  m a r r ie d  dau g h te r  and h e r  husband , 

B lake  and C h a r le y  S p a re n b a rg  and th e i r  th r e e  c h i ld re n ,  one 

of whom - -  L u c i ‘s f r ie n d  - -  is  a  lu sc io u s  b londe , and I was 

a  l i t t le  annoyed a t  L u c i fo r  not fo rego ing  h e r  t r i p  to  the
I

h o sp ita l  w ith  food and com ing in to  see  h e r ,  and  H elen  Bi rd

Falley m y  ro o m m a te  f ro m  St. M ary*s d ay s ,  h e r  son 

a n d  th r e e  of h is  f r i e n d s .

A f te r  they  le f t  I got H elen  to  go out on the T ru m a n  

ba lcony , and she and I ta lk e d  fo r  a n o th e r  30 m in u te s .  H er  

l i fe ,  quite  s im p ly ,  h a d not been  a  happy one. Often when I
I

m e e t  old f r ie n d s  I fee l I m u s t  t r e a d  v e ry  so ftly  on m y  own



g e n e ra l ly  v e ry  happy  p a th ,  l e s t  ugly t ro u b le s  r e a r  th e i r  

h e a d s .  It was good to  se e  h e r  and good to th ink  th a t  

m ay b e  I had  added a  s p a rk  of gaye ty  to  h e r  day .

L ynda  has  a g re e d  to  go to the  New Y ork  b a rb e c u e s  

fo r  the young c i t iz e n s  fo r  Jo h n so n ,  one to  be given by 

C h a r lo t te  F o rd  and one by M ayor W a g n e r 's  son a t G r a c i e  

M an sio n .

L u c i ,  b le s s  h e r ,  was qu ick  to la tc h  on to  the one 

in M ilw aukee and a g re e d  to go to the two in San F ra n c is c o  

and Los A n g e le s .
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Today is a   g r e a t  day fo r  o u r  coun try !

O u r  sp ace  sh ip  headed  fo r  the m oon was a th r i l l in g  s u c c e s s .  

The h e a d l in e s  sa id  "R an g er  7 sends  b ack  m oon  c lo se -u p s  

to  end a  f la w le ss  and h i s to r i c  f l i g h t . ”

Lyndon w as so la te  com ing  hom e to d in n er  - -  a f te r  

e lev en  - - t h a t  I thought I would have  to in s t i tu te  a  ru le  of 

having a l l  the  s e rv a n ts  le a v e  a t  te n ,  w rap  up h is  su p p e r  in 

t in  fo il and  put i t  in the w a r m e r ,  which is  the  m o s t  m in o r  

c o n s id e ra t io n, c o m p a re d  to what long h o u rs  and la te  m e a ls  

m e a n  to  h is  g e n e ra l  wel lb e in g .
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