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S a t u r d a y ,  A u g u s t  f i r s t .  M a y o r  W a g n e r  and  

h is  two s o n s ,  R o b e r t ,  J r .  and  D uncan ,  a r r i v e d  ab o u t  

noon  and th i s  is  one of th e  t i m e s  when i t  is  so m a r v e l o u s  

to  h a v e  L y n d a  B i r d  h e r e  b e c a u s e  we d i s p a t c h e d  h e r  to g r e e t  

t h e m  s in c e  t h a t  w as  th e  t i m e  th a t  Lyndon  and  I h a d  to  go to a 

m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  f o r  S e n a to r  C l a r e  E ng le  out a t  F o r t  

M ey e r  C h a p e l .

The R e v e r e n d  F r e d e r i c k  B r o w n  H a r r i s ,  C h a p la in

of the  S e n a te ,  h e ld  the  s e r v i c e .  What a  lo t  of t h e m  he ha s

p r e s i d e d  o v e r ,  l iv ing  and  dead !  It was  a  b r i e f ,  n o n -

d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e .  L y ndon  and  I s a t  on the  f r o n t  

row on one s id e ,  a n d  L ou  look ing  s to n i ly  c a l m  s a t  with 

C l a r e ’s b r o t h e r ,  s o  l ik e  C l a r e  t h a t  i t  gave  m e  qu i te  a  s t a r t ,  

in the  f r o n t  r o w  on th e  o t h e r .

When it  was  o v e r  e v e r y b o d y  w a i t e d  f o r  us  to  l e a v e ,  

but I a s k e d  D r .  H a r r i s  if  I  cou ld  s t e p  o v e r  and  s a y  a  w o r d  

to L o u .  She h a s  l iv e d  t h r o u g h  a  t o r t u r e d  y e a r .  She h a s  been  

v e r y  c o u r a g e o u s ,  and  p a r t  of th e  w o r s t  of it  w as  the  p r e s s u r e  

f r o m  C a l i f o r n i a  l e a d e r s  f o r  the  S e n a to r  to g e t  out of th e  r a c e .  

T h e  C h a p e l  was  fu l l  but no t  o v e r f lo w in g .

We go t  b a c k  h o m e  to f ind  t h a t  the  W a g n e r s  w e r e  

w a i t ing  lu n c h  fo r  u s .  It w as  two o ' c l o c k  when we s a t  down
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with  L y n d a   and D ave ,  and  I  a s k e d  P h i l i p  to  e a t  w ith  us  

- -  j u s t  ab o u t  one of the  f i r s t  f a m i l y  m e a l s  he h a s  s a t  

down to  w i th  us  - -  and  K e r n  W i ld en th a l ,  J e s s e  

K e l l a m ' s  n e p h ew ,  s tudy ing  to  be a  d o c to r  and  a l m o s t  a 

p r o d i g y ,  a l r e a d y  be ing  th r o u g h  m e d i c a l  s ch o o l  and  doing 

h i s  i n t e r n s h i p  a t  22.

T h e n  I had  th e  m o s t  s e l f - i n d u l g e n t  a f t e r n o o n /  

C u r l e d  up in bed  and  r e a d  a  book ab o u t  W i l s o n ' s  l a s t  days  

when the  c h e e r i n g  s to p p e d ,  no t  e x a c t ly  good t h e r a p y  f o r  

anyb o d y  who f inds  t h e m s e l v e s  in the  P r e s i d e n c y  b e c a u s e  

i t  i s  p r o o f  t h a t  i t  is  a  k i l l ing  jo b ,  and  h i s  h e a r t b r e a k  o v e r  

t h e  f a i l u r e  of the  C o n g r e s s  to a c c e p t  the  L e a g u e  of Nat ions .  

It v e r y  p o ig n a n t ly  to ld  a s   a l s o  h i s  g r e a t  b l in d n e s s  in not 

w o rk in g  w ith  t h e S ena te  long ,  long  b e f o r e  t h e  t i m e  c a m e .  

T o  m e  he e m e r g e s  f r o m  th i s  b o o k  a  nob le  m a n ,  a t  t i m e s  

even  a  gay  m a n ,  m a n  with no  c o n c e p t  of th e  r o l e  of 

the  l e g i s l a t i v e  body in th i s  n a t i o n ' s  g o v e r n m e n t .

F o r  d i n n e r  we h a d  in v i t e d  S e c r e t a r y  of H e a l th ,  E d u c a t io n  and  

W e l f a r e  T o n y  C e l e b r e e z e  and  h i s  s o f t - v o i c e d  wife A nne ,  

h u m o r o u s  and  i n c i s i v e  W i l l a r d  W i r t z , f a s t  g e t t in g  to be one 

of m y  f a v o r i t e s , ^ a n d  I  n e v e r  though t  I would  l ike  anyone  body 

a s  S e c r e t a r y  of L a b o r  a s  w e l l  a s  I did A r t h u r  G o ld b e r g !  and



h i s  wife J a n e  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  two h a v e  m o s t  to do-- t h a t  is  

t h e i r  p a r t  of the  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  h a v e  m o s t  to do in 

th e  s i t u a t io n  M a y o r  W a g n e r  f a c e s  in New Y o rk ,  And the  

D ick  G o o dwins  c a m e  - -  y o u n g , b r i g h t ,  a  l e g a c y  f r o m  the  

K e n n e d y s ,  and a p p a r e n t l y  w i l l ing  to  r e a l l y  w o r k  w i th  t h e  

J o h n s o n s .

I h a d  a r r a n g e d ,  w i th  L u c i ' s  a d v ic e  and c o n s e n t ,  

f o r  d in n e r  dow n s t a i r s  f o r  the  young fo lk s ,  d a te s  w i th  B e th  

J e n k i n s  and  Ann H u tc h in so n  f o r  the  two W a g n e r  b o y s ,

and  C o n g r e s s m a n  L i n d le y  B e c k w o r t h ' s  d a u g h t e r  M a r y  f o r  

P h i l i p .  T hen  t h e y  w e r e  going out to  Shady G r o v e  to  s ee
 .

D ihanne C a r r o l l  in No S t r i n g s .

We s a t  on the  T r u m a n  B a lc o n y  f o r  a  d r i n k  o r  two 

b e f o r e  going in to  d i n n e r ,  t a l k e d  of  M a y o r  Wa g n e r ' s  t h r e e  

day v a c a t i o n ,  p o o r  m a n ,  in M a j o r c a  w h e r e  he  had  gone to  

s p e n d  a  lo n g ,  r e s t f u l  t i m e  w i th  a  f r i e n d  who had  a  h o u s e  in t h a t  

w h a t  I h e a r  is  a  lo v e ly  sp o t ,  and  th e n  he w as  s u m m o n e d  

b a c k  into t h e  M a e l s t r o m . He t a l k e d  of s o m e  of th e  p r o b l e m s .

He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  R e v .  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  King is  the  only  

one  up t h e r e  h i s  fo lks  w i l l  l i s t e n  t o .  He h a s  a  s o r t  of an 

e m o t i o n a l  ho ld  o v e r  t h e m  a p p a r e n t l y  , t h a t  Roy Wilkins  and  

^  W hi tney  Young d o n ' t .
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He t a l k e d  of the  h e a v y  a m o u n t  of u n e m p l o y m e n t  

in H a r l e m ,  of how the c i ty  had  p r o m i s e d  to  give 1300 

jo b s  to  y o u n g s t e r s  out of s ch o o l  w o rk in g  in the  p a r k s ,  

v a r i o u s  c l e a n - u p  jo b s  a r o u n d  the  c i t y .  T h i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  is  

j u s t  a  d r o p  in the  b u c k e t .  And t h i s --i t  is  a  h a r d  f a c t  to  d i s -  

c l o s e - - he  w as  doing so  only  p r i v a t e l y  - -  but he  s a i d  t h e r e  

 w e r e  55 d i f f e r e n t  g o v e r n m e n t - s p o n s o r e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

to  p r e v e n t  s c h o o l  d r o p - o u t s .  I t h in k  he  m e a n t  cou n ty ,  

s t a t e ,  l o c a l ,  m a y b e  p r i v a t e  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  h a d  s o m e  s o r t  

of g o v e r n m e n t  a p p r o v a l ,  but a l l  of w h ich  w e r e  s u p p o s e d  to 

t o u c h  the  l i v e s  of t h o s e  p e o p le  in H a r l e m  and  th e y  w e r e  

t r y i n g  to  c o n d e n s e  t h e m  in to  a  few r e a l l y  e f fe c t iv e  ones  

th a t  co u ld  get  th e  job  done .
ed

He s a i d  a l s o  th e y  h a d  allotteded a  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  

f o r  a  r a t  e r a d i c a t i o n  p r o g r a m .  He spoke  d i s h e a r t e d ly  

of th e  e n o r m o u s  a m o u n t  of p u b l ic  h o u s in g  t h a t  New Y o rk  

C i ty  h a s  an d  how the  h o u s e s  a r e  no t  k e p t  up a f t e r  the  

t e n a n t s  h a v e  been  in t h e m  f o r  s o m e  y e a r s .  It w as  a  v e r y  

d i s c o u r a g i n g  p i c t u r e ,  bu t  the  m o r e  he  t a l k e d  th e  m o r e  you 

f e l t  t h a t  i t  was  one th a t  w as  be ing  b a t t l e d .  F r o m  t h e  o u ts id e  

I h a d  w o n d e r e d  why th e y  did  no t  h a v e  a  p e o p l e ' s  r e v i e w  

b o a r d  of p o l i c e  b r u t a l i t y .  He s a i d  if  one w e r e  i n s t i t u t e d  the  

m o r a l e  of h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  would  d ro p  to  z e r o  o v e r n i g h t ,
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b e c a u s e  th e y  would  th in k  t h e y  would  j u s t  be in th e  hands  

 ̂ of  s t i r r e r s  up of t r o u b l e .

D r a f t  of s p e e c h  f o r  M r s .  J o h n s o n  to d e l i v e r  a t  

^  ^  — b r e a k f a s t  a t  D e m o c r a t i c  C o n v e n t io n .  Good m o r n i n g ,  a s

I lo o k  out o v e r  t h i s  g ro u p  I s e e  a  n u m b e r  of  you who a r e  

m y  p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d s .  We h a v e  t r a v e l e d  a  long  t r a i l  t o -

g e t h e r  and  b e e n  to a  lo t  of t h i n g s ,  s o m e  of t h e m  de l igh t fu l  

s o m e  t r a g i c ,  a n d  s o m e  d o w n r ig h t  h i l a r i o u s .  I f o r  one 

h a v e  f a r e d , on b a la n c e , m i g h t y  w e l l  a t  the  h a n d s  of the  m a s s  

m e d i a .  I envy  you a  b i t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r i g h t  n o w, a s  I th in k  

m o s t  o f  you know when  I was  in c o l l e g e  I w as  a  j o u r n a l i s m  

m a j o r .  I w as  going  to  be w h e r e  the  e x c i t in g  th in g s  w e r e  

h a p p e n in g ,  w ith  p e o p le  who w e r e  m a k in g  t h e m  h a p p e n .

W el l ,  a lo n g  c a m e  a  young m a n  n a m e d  L y ndon  an d  h e r e  I a m  

f u r n i s h i n g  copy  i n s t e a d  of  c o m p e t in g  w i th  you fo r  s t o r ie s .

T h i s  m o r n i n g  in A t l a n t i c  C i ty  i s  the  beg in n in g  of  

a  h e c t i c  p e r i o d  f o r  m e .  It is  the  f i r s t  of m a n y  m o r n i n g s  

t h a t  w i l l  m e l t  into days  and  n ig h t s  of h u r r i e d  and  b l u r r i n g  

s u c c e s s i o n . Bu t  l e t  m e  s a y  t o  you t h a t  I a m  g lad  and  g r a t e f u l  

t o  h a v e  the  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  p l a y  a  r o l e  in th i s  c a m p a i g n .

T h e  w r i t e r  E .  B .  White  h a s  r e m a r k e d  " D e m o c r a c y  

is  t h e  k k k h x x k h k k x d £ c x  r e c u r r e n t  s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  m o r e  than  

h a l f  the  p e o p le  a r e  r i g h t  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  the  t i m e .  T h i s  i s  o u r
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f a i th  w hen  we go to  th e  p e o p le  and  a s k  f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t .

To  m e  the  whole  p r o c e s s  is  f a s c i n a t i n g  and  e x c i t i n g .

But l e t  m e  r e v e r t  to  m y  c o l l e g e  d r e a m  of being

a  j o u r n a l i s t .  L e t  m e  s e e  if  I can g u e s s  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s

a n d  a n s w e r  s o m e  of t h e m .  Wil l  I be c a m p a ig n in g  with

the  P r e s i d e n t ?  I w i l l  be t r a v e l i n g  w i th  th e  P r e s i d e n t

w h i le  h e  c a m p a i g n s .  I w i l l  go with  h i m  f o r  t h r e e  m a i n

p u r p o s e s t r y i n g  to g ive  h i m  a  l i n k  to  h o m e  l i f e ,  a  qu ie t  
^ to t r y

m o m e n t ,  a  c o m p a n i o n .  I w i l l  go /to  th a n k  th e  m a n y

p e o p le  who a r e  w o r k in g  s o  h a r d  f o r  us - -  the  v o l u n t e e r

w o r k ,  the  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The s h e e r  h o u r s  of w o r k  n e v e r

f a il to  i m p r e s s  m e .  I w an t  t h o s e  p e o p le  to  know we c a r e

an d  we th a n k  t h e m ,  I wi l l  t r y  to  a c t  a s  a  c o n d u i t ,  a  l i n k

b e t w e e n  the P r e s i d e n t  and  the  p e o p le  he  r e p r e s e n t s .

I w i l l  a c t  a s  a  r e p o r t e r  to   m y  h u s b a n d  on t h e

op in ions  and  a s p i r a t i o n s  and  m o o d s  and  p r o b l e m s  the  peo p le

h a v e .

A c t u a l l y  in m a n y  w a y s  I a m  a  r e p o r t e r  on a  c l o s e d  

c i r c u i t  of c o u r s e  o r  fo r  a  v e r y  p r i v a t e  e d i t o r  b e c a u s e  I t r y  

t o  r e p o r t  to h im  f a c t u a l l y  w ha t  I s e e  and  h e a r  in p l a c e s  

I v i s i t ,  a n d  I t r y  to g ive  h im  in s ig h t  in to  the   fe e l in g  

of t h o s e  I m e e t .
C
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S o m e t i m e s  I w i l l  be t a k in g  t r i p s  to  p l a c e s  w h e r e  

t h e  P r e s i d e n t  is  u n a b le  to go b e c a u s e  of th e  a l l  c o n s u m i n g  

n a t u r e  of the  job  he  h a s  and  of the  l i m i t a t i o n s  ou t l ined  

[wil l  c e r t a i n l y  be s a y in g  s o m e t h i n g ].   I  am no o r a t o r ,  a s  

e v e r y b o d y  knows who h a s  e v e r  h e a r d  m e .  I w i l l  l e a v e  the  

d e ep ly  invo lv ed  s p e e c h e s  on the  i s s u e s  of  the c a m p a ig n  

to  o t h e r s .

Will  the  g i r l s  be c a m p a i g n i n g ?  T h e y  w i l l  p a r t i c i p a t e

in  ways  s u i t a b l e  to t h e i r  a g e  and  w i thou t  c o n f l ic t in g  w i th  their

s c h o o l i n g .  L u c i ,  who w i l l  h a v e  a  h a r d  enough  t i m e  ge t t ing

t h r o u g h  h e r  s e n i o r  y e a r  in h i g h ,  and  L y n d a  w i l l  be b a c k

in  h e r  t h i r d  y e a r  in c o l l e g e ,  b u t  th e y  w i l l  be i n t e n s e l y

i n t e r e s t e d  in  and  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  fo r  th e  w o r k  of th e  Young

C i t i z e n s  f o r  J o h n s o n  and  w i l l  a t t e n d  a ny of the  b a r b e c u e s  
of

o r  m e e t i n g s / t h e s e  young c i t i z e n s  d u r ing  t h e  f a l l  a s  th e y  did 

d u r in g  the  p a s t  m o n t h s .

Will  I t r y  to  s e e  t h a t  the  P r e s i d e n t  does  no t  o v e r  

e x e r t  h i m s e l f  d u r in g  the  c a m p a i g n ?  L ik e  any  wife ,  I a m  

c o n s t a n t l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i th  h i s  w e l f a r e  but the  P r e s i d e n t ,  

who is  no t  the  m o s t  doc i le  of h u m a n  b e in g s ,  is  s e n s i b l y  

e n o u g h  m y  a l ly  r a t h e r  th a n  m y  a d v e r s a r y  on a  r e a s o n a b l e  

p r o g r a m  of d ie t ,  e x e r c i s e  and  r e l a x a t i o n ,  m o r e  now than  

e v e r  b e f o r e .  He a s s u m e s  t h a t  a  p r i m e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of a
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P r e s i d e n t  of the  U n i ted  S ta t e s  is  to  be p h y s i c a l l y  p r e -

p a r e d  f o r  the  j o b .

Will  the  w o m e n ' s  vo te  t e n d  to  s u p p o r t  one c an d id a te  

m o r e  th a n  a n o t h e r ?  I h ave  n e v e r  b e e n  a b le  to d e t e c t  the  

a l l e g e d  w o m e n ' s  vo te  s in g ly  and  a l o n e .  I d o n ' t  b e l iev e  

we a r e  a  h e r d  of cow s  c h o m p in g  a long  beh ind  s o m e  p e t t i c o a t  

g e n e r a l .

What does  i t  a l l  m e a n  to  m e ?  S im p ly  a  ch an c e

to w o r k  f o r  y o u r  c o u n t r y .  I s e e  th i s  d e c a d e  of the 60s a s

a  unique  t i m e  w hen  a s  n e v e r  b e f o r e  m a n k i n d  h a s  the  too ls

to  m a k e  a  b e t t e r  l i f e  w i th  th e  n e x t  few d e c a d e s  than  he h a s

f o r  the l a s t  few c e n t u r i e s ,  and  m y  h u s b a n d  is t h e  s o r t  of

m a n  who w an ts  to  ge t  in  t h e r e  and  p u s h .

I n e v e r  f a i l  to  ge t  a  g r e a t   s p i r i t u a l  l i f t ,  a  s e n s e
s

of  r e n e w a l  f r o m  c a m p a i g n i n g . C a m p a i g n s   b r in g  the

c a n d id a t e  an d  h i s  w ife ,  a s  a  p a r t  of th e  t e a m ,  in to  c lo s e

to u c h  w i th  th e  p e o p l e ,  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s

a n d  t h e i r  m o o d s .  F o r  th e  P r e s i d e n t  and  m e ,  th e y  have

n e v e r  f a i l e d  to  g ive  us  a  r e n e w e d  s e n s e  of r e a l i t y ,  a  new

s e n s e  of  s e r v i c e  t h a t  the  w o r k  we a r e  doing is  i m p o r t a n t

and  v i t a l  and  I t h in k  a  new  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to  do th e  b e s t  t h a t

we c a n  to  h e lp  c r e a t e  a  b e t t e r  w o r l d  and  a  h a p p i e r  na t io n .

When I t h in k  of the  w o r k  to  be done ,  I th in k  of a  job  r e t r a i n i n g  

c e n t e r  in  W es t  V i r g i n i a  t h a t  we s a w  w h e r e  young u n e m p lo y e d
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g i r l s ,  17 to 21 o r  so ,  a r e  be ing  t a u g h t  su ch  th in g s  a s  

typ ing  and s h o r t h a n d ,  and b e a u t i c i a n s  w o r k .  I tinexse th in k  

t h e r e  w i l l  a lw a y s  be a  m a r k e t  f o r  t h a t .  A nd  young m e n  

a r e   b e in g  ta u g h t  a u to m o b i l e  m e c h a n i c s  and  c a r p e n t r y .

I th ink  of t h a t  t r i p  to  th e  W es t  I to o k  r e c e n t l y  w h e r e  

a  d a m  w a s  b e in g  d e d i c a t e d  to  conserve t h a t  m o s t  p r e c i o u s  

r e s o u r c e ,  w a t e r ,  f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  and  to  p r o d u c e  h y d r o -

e l e c t r i c  p o w e r ,  p a r t  of a  long ,  long p la n n in g  f o r  th i s  

n a t i o n ’s r i c h n e s s .

I th in k  of t h e  w o r k  of u n f in i sh e d  A m e r i c a .  My

h u s b a n d  w an ts  to  p u t  h i s  h and  t o  i t ,  and  I w a n t  to  h e lp . "
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