
T h i s  is  f o r  Sunday, A u g u s t  2nd, but m o r e  t h a n  

a  m onth h a s  p a s s e d  s in c e  I r e c o r d e d  b e c a u s e  to d a y  is 

a c t u a l l y  S e p t e m b e r  5th and  the  s h a r p n e s s  of the  days  

e v e n t s  a r e  b l u r r e d  by the  p a s s a g e  of t i m e ,  but I s h a l l  

r e c o r d  e a c h  day  an d  c a t c h  up if I p o s s i b l y  c a n .

We had  a  l a t e  b r e a k f a s t  w i th  m u c h  n e w s p a p e r  

r e a d i n g ,  and  th e n  I w e n t  to  p i c k  up Lou Eng le  to d r iv e  

h e r  to A n d r e w s  T e r m i n a l  w h e r e  the  big p la n e  w as  

t a k in g  the  body of the  S e n a to r  and  the  o f f ic ia l  d e l e g a t io n  

to  the  f u n e r a l .  She and  h e r  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  and  Y m e ld a  

Dixon and  M r s .  C h av e z  w e r e  in the   c h a r m i n g  l i t t l e  

h o u se  c l o s e  to the  C ap i to l  w h e r e  I r e m e m b e r  s u c h  a 

p l e a s a n t  lu n c h e o n  f o r  o u r  8 1 s t  C lub ,  no t  m o r e  than  a 

y e a r  a g o .

Lou  w a s  a s  c a l m  a s  s o m e o n e  u n d e r  s e d a t io n  

but v e r y  c l e a r  s p o k e n .  It is e v id e n t  the  h a r r a s s i n g  

of the  P r e s s  a b o u t  the s i t u a t io n  a s  to  w h e t h e r  she  

sh o u ld  r e s i g n  o r  no t  f r o m  the  r a c e ,  and  the  long 

d r a w n  out l iv ing  on the  r a c k  of s e e in g  h i m  in s u ch  

p a in  and  su ch  u n d e t e r m i n e d  end ing  h a s  t a k e n  i t s  

t o l l .  P e r h a p s  the  m o s t  p o ig n an t  l i t t l e  m o m e n t  was  

w hen  she  w as  s p e a k in g  of t h in g s  she  m u s t  do r i g h t  a w ay .  

She s a i d .  Oh, y e s ,  I m u s t  ge t  the  t a g s  off the  c a r  r i g h t
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a w a y .  I a m  not e n t i t l e d  to t h e m  any  l o n g e r .  We

ta l k e d  abou t  h e r  r e t u r n  and  s e e in g  h e r  a g a in .  I

to ld  h e r  how b r a v e  a l l  of  h e r  f r i e n d s  though t  she

w a s ,  h ugged   h e r  and  s a i d  goodbye a t  the  foot

of th e  a i r p l a n e ,  not going in to m e e t  a l l  of t h o s e

who w e r e  a t t e n d in g  the f u n e r a l .

And th e n  back  to find the  W a g n e r s  r e t u r n e d

f r o m  m a s s ,  and L yndon  s i t t in g  on the  co u ch  with

the  M a y o r .  T h e y  w e r e  t a lk in g ,  and  to  m y  c h a g r i n

e v e r y  few m i n u t e s  Lyndon  would c lo se  h i s  e y e s  and

I could  s e e  t h a t  he  w as  d ro p p in g  off to s l e e p .  It is

a God g iven  gi ft  but not one th a t  I e x a c t ly  w an t  h im

to t a k e  a d v a n ta g e  of when  the  M a y o r  of New Y o rk  is

our g u e s t .  But  the  M a y o r ,  God b l e s s  h i m ,  w as  a

c o n s i d e r a t e  m a n  and  n e v e r  s e e m e d  to n o t i c e .

T h e i r  o l d e s t  b o y  i s  a t t e n d in g  H a r v a r d  and  is

m a k i n g  A s .  H is  f a t h e r  b e a m e d  when he spoke  abou t

i t .  He b ro u g h t  us  a  p i c t u r e  of h i s  w ife ,  S u s a n .  I
« /

r e m e m b e r  the  p a r t y  she  had  f o r  m e  i n  G r a c i e  M a n s io n .
I

I  though t  it  w as  a v e r y  d e l i c a t e  and k ind  th ing  f o r  h im

t o  do. He w ould  not have  b ro u g h t  the  p i c t u r e  to  s o m e o n e  
he

iifvh d id n ' t  c o n s i d e r  a  f r i e n d .
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A l i t t l e  b e f o r e  fo u r  o ' c l o c k  we s a i d  goodbye 

to t h e m  on the  South G r o u n d s .  One of the  sons  is 

going to  be h o s t  for t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  young fo lks  in 

New Y o rk  when  L y n d a  B i r d  c o m e s  up f o r  a b a r b e c u e  

in a  few w e e k s .

And  then  a t  fo u r  t h i r t y  in c a m e  o u r  n e x t  and  

w o n d e r fu l  b a tch  of h o u se  g u e s t s ,  the  young Bobby 

R u s s e l l s  f r o m  G e o r g i a !  Bobby ,  S e n a t o r  D ick  R u s s e l l ' s  

n e p h e w  h a s  been  i l l ,  r a t h e r  s e r i o u s l y  i l l  I g a t h e r  

but do no t  know .  I th in k  it  m i g h t  be a  m a l i g n a n c y  

of the  s t o m a c h .  He h a s  a p r e t t y  l i t t l e  w ife ,  B e t ty  

Ann and  h a l f  a y a r d  fu l l  of  c h i l d r e n  - -  f ive - -  

r a n g in g  f r o m  a v e r y  p o l i t e ,  s w e e t  d a u g h t e r  of 13 o r  

14--I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w as  A n n - - and t h e  n e x t  one was  

Ju d y ,  down to  a t o o t h l e s s ,  g r in n in g  five  y e a r  old 

who w ould  s n a r e  the  h e a r t  of a n ybody .

We a r e  so d e l ig h te d  to  h ave  th e m  b e c a u s e  t h i s  is

to be s o r t  of a  b r e a k  in t h e i r  s u m m e r  of a p p r e h e n s i o n ,
of

I h o p e .  A l i t t l e  w e e k e n d  fxEiKX r e l i e f  f r o m  w o r r y  about  

B o b b y ' s  i l l n e s s .

I sh o w e d  th e m  to t h e i r  r o o m s  - -  the  c h i l d r e n  

r u n n in g  in a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  - -  and  then  to o k  th e m  o v e r  

to   s ee  the  s w i m m i n g  pool and  the  bowling a l l e y .
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We w e r e  a c c o m p a n i e d  by t h e i r  aun t  L a u r a  C a m p b e l l ,  a 

m o s t  r e m a r k a b l e ,  b e au t i fu l ,  so f t  s p o k e n  young w o m a n  who 

w a s  a  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  and  a  G o d se n d  fo r  a f a m i ly  l ike  t h a t .

And th e n  I c a m e  b a c k  in t i m e  to  jo in  Lyndon  fo r  a  w a lk  

t h r o u g h  L a f a y e t t e  P a r k  to St .  J o h n ' s  f o r  v e s p e r s ,  the  l a s t  

c h a n c e  of t h e  day fo r  C h u r c h .

I b eg an  by fee l in g  c o n s p ic io u s  and  s i l l y  and  i l l  a t  e a s e  

a s  I w a lk  a long  a c c o m p a n i e d  by a  g ro w in g  c ro w d  of t o u r i s t s ,  

e v e r  so m a n y  of w hom  s t i c k  out t h e i r  h a n d s  o r  c a l l  a  g r e e t i n g  

but I woul d up by fe e l in g  I m i g h t  a s  w e l l  r e l a x  and  en joy  i t ,  go abou t  

m y  b u s i n e s s  qui te  s i m p l y ,  hope th e y  l ike  m e ,  and   know 

t h a t  when  Lyndon  is  no t  a long  I wi l l  be p r a c t i c a l l y  in v i s ib le  - -  

one of the  n ic e  r e w a r d s  f o r  not be ing  beau t i fu l  and  s t r i k i n g .

We r e t u r n e d  in t i m e  to  be jo in e d  by  D ick  R u s s e l l  f o r  

a n  e a r l y  d in n e r  s i t t i n g  out on the  T r u m a n  B a lc o n y  o v e r lo o k in g  

the South  G r o u n d s  with B e t ty  Ann an d  Bob R u s s e l l  and  th a t  

lo v e ly  M i s s  C a m p b e l l ,  while  the  c h i l d r e n  who had  a l r e a d y  

had  t h e i r  d i n n e r  u p s t a i r s  in the  S o l a r i u m  w e r e  e n s c o n s e d  

down in the  t h e a t r e  w a tch in g  a  m o v i e  and  a c t u a l l y  the  m o v i e ,  

th e  bowling  a l l e y ,  t h e  s w i m m i n g  poo l ,  the  dogs  t u r n e d  out to

be t h e i r  f a v o r i t e  t h in g s  ab o u t  the  White H ouse  f a r  and  above
/

any su c h  th in g s  a s  the  p o r t r a i t s  of F r a n k l i n ,  J e f f e r s o n ,

W ash in g to n ,  o r  the  g h o s t s  of g r e a t n e s s  and  t r a g e d y  th a t  s t a l k
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th i s  h o u s e .

It is s ad ,  but I a m  a w a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  the l a s t  

coup le  of y e a r s  o r  so  t h a t  D ick  R u s s e l l ,  m y  h e r o ,  the  

v e r y  m o d e l  of  a S e n a t o r ,  is  be ing  to u c h e d  by a g e ,  but 

one of the  l a s t  few t i m e s  we w e r e  t o g e t h e r ,  I a m  not s u r e  

w h e t h e r  i t  w as  d in n e r  to n ig h t ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  m o m e n t  when 

he sh e d  20 y e a r s  in a  s e c o n d .  I was  ta lk in g  abou t  how m u c h  

I w i s h e d  I cou ld  s e e  t h i s  d e ca d e  of the  1960s s in k  into p e r s p e c t i v e .  

I hoped  I l ive  long  enough  to s e e  w ha t  w as  bo i l ing  up in th i s  

p e r i o d  b e c a u s e  it  m i g h t  be the  dawning  of  a g r e a t  new  e r a ,  

one of the  f a s t e s t  t h r u s t s  f o r w a r d  th a t  the  w o r ld  h a s  s e e n  

s i n c e  the  R e n a i s s a n c e  t i m e .

S e n a t o r  R u s s e l l  lo o k e d  up with  th e  glow of a 30 y e a r  

old  m a n  in h i s  eye  an d  he s a i d  " I  do,  t o o ! ”

It w a s  a  de l igh t fu l  e v en in g  with  s o m e  of the  peop le  I 

g e n u in e ly  l ike  b e s t  and  a m  m o s t  a t  h o m e  w ith.
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