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M o n d ay ,  A u g u s t  3 r d ,  w as  a b u sy  and  i m p o r ta n t  

day .  At noon I w en t  down to the  f i r s t  f lo o r  d in ing  r o o m  

to  g r e e t  a l l  the  7 a s s e m b l e d  R u s s e l l s  who w e r e  hav ing  

lu n c h  in the  F a m i l y  Dining R o o m .  I had  a r r a n g e d  fo r  a 

t o u r  of the  White  H o u se  with  the  C u r a t o r ,  a  t o u r  of the  

F B I ,  had  s u g g e s t e d  a  t r i p  to M ount  V e rn o n ,  A r l in g t o n ,  

of c o u r s e  the  S m i th s o n ia n  and  the  Wax M u s e u m ,  t h o s e  two 

h ap p y  hunt ing  g r o u n d s  fo r  y o u n g s t e r s ,  and  h a d  m a d e  a c a r  

a v a i l a b l e .  O t h e r w i s e ,  t h e y  w e r e  on t h e i r  own.

And th e n  I went  up to  C ap i to l  H i l l  fo r  a  lu n c h e o n  th a t  

w as  be ing  g iven  f o r  m e  by M a u r e e n  M a n s f i eld with  a l l  the  

S e n a te  w iv es  a s  g u e s t s .  A d e a r  and  de l igh t fu l  id e a  on h e r  

p a r t .

F i r s t ,  sh e  took  m e  in to  s e e  L y n d o n ' s  old off ice  and  

to m y  a m a z e m e n t   t h e r e  w as  a  f r e s h l y  p a in t e d  gold  

s ig n  above  the d o o r  - - a  p l a q u e  - -  th a t  s a y s  "L y n d o n  B .  

J o h n s o n  o c c u p ie d  th i s  r o o m  f r o m  J a n u a r y  7, 1959 to  

N o v e m b e r  2 2 , 1963, f i r s t  a s  M a j o r i t y  L e a d e r  and  l a t e r  

a s  Vice  P r e s i d e n t  of the  U n i ted  S t a t e s .  He w as  s w o r n  in 

a s  P r e s i d e n t  fo l lowing  the  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  of P r e s i d e n t   Jo h n  

F .  K e n n e d y . "

We w a lk e d  into the off ice  - -  d e a r  old  P - 3 8 .  It was  

r a t h e r  s a d ,  r a t h e r  l ike  m e e t ing a face  f r o m  w hich  the  e y e s
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have  b e e n  p lu c k e d  b e c a u s e  it  no l o n g e r  h a s  the p i c t u r e s ,  

the  d e c o r a t i v e  d e t a i l s ,  bu t s o m e  of the  good f u r n i t u r e  is  

s t i l l  t h e r e .  It is  now u s e d  f o r  m e e t i n g s  and  it  is  u n d e r  the 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the  M a j o r i t y  L e a d e r .

A c r o s s  th e  h a l l  is  the  r o o m  w hich  the  M a j o r i t y  L e a d e r  

a c t u a l l y  u s e s  and  above  it is  a  p l a q u e  w hic h r e a d s  " S e n a t o r  

J o h n  F .  K ennedy  o ccu p ie d  th i s  r o o m  f r o m  the  t i m e  he w as  

n o m i n a t e d  fo r  the  off ice  of P r e s i d e n t  of th e  U ni ted  S ta t e s  on 

J u l y  13, 19 6 0 , un t i l  h i s  I n a u g u r a t i o n  on J a n u a r y  20, 1 9 6 1 . "

T h e s e  a r e  the  s ec o n d  and  t h i r d  r o o m s  in the  C ap i to l  to 

be n a m e d  a f t e r  m e m b e r s  of th e  S e n a t e .  The f i r s t  one ,  a  long 

t i m e  ago ,  w as  n a m e d  a f t e r  S e n a to r  A r t h u r  V a n d en b e r g.

T h e r e  w e r e  m o r e  th a n  50 of the  Sena te  w iv es  a t  the 

lu n c h e o n .  I w as  d e l ig h te d  to  s e e  so m a n y  of t h e m  s t i l l  t h e r e .

The lu n c h  w a s  to give  m e  a  c h an c e  to v i s i t  w i th  t h e m ,  to  c o m e  

b a c k  to  the  H i l l ,  and to s a y  goodbye fo r  the  s u m m e r ,  a l th o u g h  

a t  t h i s  p o in t ,  H e av e n  knows when  C o n g r e s s  wil l  en d .  I s a t  

b e tw een  M a u r e e n  and  Ivo S p a r k m a n  and the  two l a d y  S e n a to r s

M a r g a r e t  C h a s e  S m i th  and  M a u r e e n  N e u b e r g e r  S o l o m o n . ----

H a r d  to  ge t  u s e d  to  t h a t  new  n a m e  - w e r e  c o - h o s t e s s e s .

B e t ty  T a l m a g e  h a d n ' t  g o t te n  b a c k  f r o m  the wedd ing  in G e o r g i a ,  

but R o s e m a r y  S m a t h e r s  w as  t h e r e ,  M u r i e l  was  c lo s e  by,

L o u e l l a  D i r k s e n  m a d e  a  s w e e t  l i t t l e  t o a s t  a t  the end  of i t ,  and  

M a u r e e n  had  s u c h  n ice  th in g s  to  s a y .  I did en joy  it  t r e m e n d o u s l y .
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T h e n  b a c k  to  th e  White  H o u se  fo r  a  s e s s i o n  w i th  

H o w a r d  S m i th  an d  Bob F l e m i n g  ab o u t  m y  ABC show which  

th e y  p r o p o s e d  to  f i lm  in abou t  a  w e e k .  With f e a r  and  

t r e m b l i n g  I a p p r o a c h  i t ,  but w i th  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  It c o u ld n ' t  

be  w o r s e  th a n  s o m e  of the  s t o r i e s  in the  Wall  S t r e e t  J o u r n a l  

and  m a y b e  the p e o p le  of the  c o u n t r y  m i g h t  c o m e  to know us  

a  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  and  l ike  us  a  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  th r o u g h  m e e t i n g  us 

fa c e  to  fa c e  on TV th a n  f r o m  the  w ay  the  Wall  S t r e e t  J o u r n a l  

a n d  L i fe  M a g a z in e  p a i n t  u s .

T h e n  I w o r k e d  on the  m a i l .  It w a s  a n o t h e r  l a t e  n ight  

fo r  L y n d o n ,  I s aw  t h a t  the  c h i l d r e n  a te  e a r l y .  But B e t ty  

Ann and  B obby  and M r s . C a m p b e l l  s t a y e d  up w ith  m e  to 

e n t i c e  L yndon  h o m e  f o r  d in n e r  w h ich  we f in a l ly  had  a t  

t e n  o ' c l o c k  a f t e r  p r o l o n g e d  te l e p h o n e  c a l l s .  The P o v e r t y  

B i l l  is  c o m in g  up .  It i s  c l o s e .  Lyndon  i s  a  long  way  f r o m  

s u r e  i t  w i l l  p a s s .  He i s  v e r y  aaxmxEox c o n c e r n e d  b e c a u s e  a s  

he says e v e r y t h ing e l s e  w a s  a  K ennedy  B i l l ,  " T h i s  is  the  only 

b i l l  t h a t  i s  m i n e . "

I r e m e m b e r  he  t a l k e d  to J o e  K i lg o re  s o m e t h i n g  l ike  

t h i s  " H a l l e c k  g e t s  a l l  of h i s  u n i t e d ,  a n d  then  he ge ts  abou t  

30 o r  40 of our  J u d g e  S m i t h s .  If I c an n o t  l e a d  t h e m  in t h i s ,

I c an n o t  l e a d  t h e m  in a n y th in g .  T h i s  is  th e  only b il l  t h a t  r e a l l y
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b e a r s  m y  s t a m p .  With  l 6  p e r c e n t  of o u r  young peop le  

u n e m p lo y e d ,  i t  w as  a  v e r y  p e r s u a s i v e  c o n v e r s a t i o n .

T h e n  in the  c o u r s e  of s i t t in g  a r o u n d ,  L ynda  c a m e  

in  look ing  l ike  an  E s k i m o  in t h a t  big f r i n g e d  s w e a t e r  f r o m  

N o rw a y ,  and  big whi te  f luffy s h o e s .  She h a d  been  down to 

the t h e a t r e  w a tc h in g  a  m o v i e  and  w as  going on up to the 

r o o f .  L u c i  and  J a c k  w e r e  in the  S o l a r i u m ,  the  f a v o r i t e  two 

h a u n t s  of o u r  two c h i l d r e n .

L y n d o n ' s  m i n d  r e m a i n e d  g e a r e d  to the  P o v e r t y  B i l l .

He s a id  "I  am  going  to l o s e  o n e - t h i r d  of t h e  d e l e g a t io n  on 

the only  b i l l  I have  s u b m i t t e d "- -  of c o u r s e  he m e a n t  the  T e x a s  

D e le g a t io n  .

F i n a l l y  a t  t e n  o ' c l o c k  we w en t  in to  d in n e r  an d  then  

to  a  r e a s o n a b l y  e a r l y  bed a t  e l e v e n - t h i r t y .
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