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T o d a y  w a s  a m o m e n to u s  d ay , and y e t  so  m a n y  p e r f e c t ly  

o r d in a r y  th in g s  h ap pened  in  i t .  Y ou  know g r e a t  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  b e in g  

s h a p e d ,  s o m e  c o m p le t e ly  b eyon d  the c o n tr o l  o f  a n y  o f  u s ,  s o m e  that  

h a v e  to  be d e c id e d  by  the m a n  c l o s e s t  to  m e ,  and y e t  you  go r igh t  

a lo n g  do in g  n e c e s s a r y  and fr e q u e n t ly  r a th e r  t r i v i a l  th in g s .

F i r s t  in  the m o r n in g  w a s  a n ic e  good b ye  to th e  R u s s e l l  

fa m i ly  on the S ec o n d  F l o o r .  It had b e e n  a w o n d e r fu l  v i s i t !  B ob by  

r e a l l y  d idn 't lo o k  a s  i l l  a s  I had e x p e c te d ,  and th e y  a r e  r i c h  w ith  

t h o s e  f iv e  d a r l in g  c h i ld r e n .

T h en  I had a s e s s i o n  w ith  d e a r  R o b in  D uke and Kandi Ohno,  

h e r  d r e s s m a k e r ,  to  h e lp  p lan  s o m e th in g  fo r  m e  to  w e a r  to the  

C o n v en tio n , w h ic h  i s  so  fa s t  a p p r o a c h in g .

T h is  w a s  T u e s d a y ,  th e  d ay  w h en  L yn don  a lw a y s  h as  the  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e ,  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S ta te ,  and M c G e o r g e  B un dy  

fo r  lu n c h .  T h e y  s ta y e d  a v e r y  lo n g  t im e .  A s  M c G e o r g e  Bundy  

p a s s e d  m e  in  th e  h a l l  a s  th e y  w e r e  le a v in g  a f te r  lu n ch , he w a s

1964

T u e s d a y ,  A u g u s t  4th

lo o k in g  e x t r a o r d in a r i ly  g r a v e .   I  a s k e d - s o m e th in g  w h ich  b rou gh t  

a p o r te n t io u s  a n s w e r  - - i t  l e f t  m e  th in k in g  w e  m ig h t  h a v e  a s m a l l  

w a r  on  our  h a n d s .  I ca n 't  th in k  o f  an yb od y  I w ould  r a th e r  go into  

 ̂ b a t t le  w ith  than  th o s e  t h r e e .
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B ut I had no t im e ,  r e a l ly ,  to  p on d er  how s e r io u s  it  m ig h t  b e ,  

fo r  s o m e  old f r ie n d s  w e r e  c o m in g  fo r  a v i s i t  and a tou r  - -  D e l l e  and  

S h e r m a n  B ir d w e l l ,  ju s t  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  s u r g e r y ,  H a r v e y  and M a r y  

P a y n e  and t h e ir  d a u g h ter  w ho w o r k s ,  or  d id , in  H o m e r  T h o r n b e r r y 's  

o f f ic e  and now i s  in  Jake P i c k l e ' s ,  and lo v e ly  M a r y  P e a r l  W i l l ia m s ,  

young la d y  la w y e r ,  and h e r  p r o f e s s o r  h u sb an d .

W e had a v i s i t  and r e f r e s h m e n t s  in  the Y e llo w  O va l R o o m .  

Lyndon  c a m e  in  - -  I a m  so  g lad  h e  d id .  It w a s  about 45 m in u te s  o f  

r e a l ,  o ld t im e  T e x a s  v i s i t i n g .  And th en  w h en  th e y  l e f t  I w en t  up on  

th e  r o o f  in  m y  b a th in g  s u it  fo r  s o m e  sun  and to  d ic ta te  m a i l ,  a lw a y s  

a g a in s t  the b a ck g ro u n d  o f  w h at I thought M c N a m a r a  and R u sk  and  

M c G e o r g e  B u n dy  and L yndon  m u s t  h ave  b e e n  d i s c u s s i n g .

S o m e  t im e  d u r in g  the a f te r n o o n  I to o k  tw o h o u rs  o ff  fo r  a  

n ap . I ca n  r e l a x  at th e  m o s t  a m a z in g  t i m e s  o c c a s io n a l ly ,  a lm o s t  

a s  though  you 'd  h a v e  to  w ak e  m e  up in  o r d e r  to ge t  m e  to the e x e c u t io n  

on t im e .

In the c o u r s e  o f  the la t e  e v e n in g ,  c a r s  b e g a n  to c o m e  and go, 

L yn don  had an  h our and a h a lf  c o n fe r e n c e  w ith  C o n g r e s s io n a l  L e a d e r s ,  

w ith  the C a b in et  and the J o in t  C h ie fs  o f  S ta f f .  T h e r e  w a s  d i s c u s s i o n  

about w h en  to  i s s u e  a s ta t e m e n t  to  T V . T he d in n er  hour grew  la t e r
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and l a t e r .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  L yn d on 's  p r o b le m  w a s  w hen  to t e l l  the p eo p le  

o f  the N a t io n  w hat had h ap pened  to d a y .

It w a s  t h i s .  W ord had c o m e  that tw o o f  the U n ited  S ta te s  

d e s t r o y e r s  - -  the  M A D DO X  and the S E A  T U R N E R  JO Y , had b e e n  

a t ta c k e d  in  the G u lf  o f  T onk in  b y  N o r th  V ie t n a m e s e  P T  b o a t s .  The  

M A D DO X  had a lr e a d y  b e e n  a t ta c k e d  on Sunday, and that had b e e n  

l e t  go.  T h is ,  the  s e c o n d  a t ta ck ,  w e  f e l t  w e  had to r e sp o n d  to .

L ynd on  had o r d e r e d  a ir  a c t io n  a g a in s t  gunboats  and c e r t a in  f a c i l i t i e s  

in  N o r th  V ie tn a m .  The q u e s t io n  w a s ,  had our p la n e s  go tten  o v e r  

t h e ir  ta r g e t ,  d ro p p ed  th e ir  b o m b s  ? C o m m u n ic a t io n s  w e r e  s low  

c o m in g  th ro u g h .  T he r e p o r t  w a s  that our p la n e s  w e r e  c e r t a in ly  

w ith in  th e ir  r a d a r  r a n g e .

A t f i r s t  th e r e  w a s  ta lk  o f  g iv in g  a s ta t e m e n t  a t  s e v e n  

o 'c lo c k ,  th en  at 8  o ' c lo c k .  L yndon  k ep t on wanting to b e  s u r e  

that w e  had c l e a r  w o r d  about w h e r e  our p la n e s  w e r e  b e fo r e  w o rd  

w a s  r e l e a s e d  to  the  w o r ld .

F i n a l ly  at t e n - f o r t y  I b rou gh t h im ,  M c G e o r g e Bundy w ho  

i s  t e m p o r a r i ly  a w id o w e r ,  J a c k  V a le n t i ,  in  the s a m e  s i tu a t io n ,  

o v e r  to  h a v e  d in n e r .  I s e n t  th r e e  d in n er  t r a y s  to s o m e  o f  the 

g ir l s  in  th e  o f f i c e .  B l e s s  the s ta f f  h e r e  fo r  b e in g  so  c o o p e r a t iv e .  

G e o r g e  d ro p p ed  in  fo r  d e s e r t ,  and f in a l ly  at s o m e th in g  a f te r  e l e v e n ,
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I b e l i e v e  i t  w a s ,  L yndon  w en t on the a ir  to m a k e  h is  s ta t e m e n t .

F r ig h te n in g  a s  the  s i tu a t io n  i s ,  it  w a s  an  e x c e l l e n t  s ta te m e n t .  

I l ik e d  the l i n e s ,  "Y et our  r e s p o n s e  for  the p r e s e n t  w i l l  be l im it e d  

and f i t t in g .  We A m e r ic a n s  know , a lth ou gh  o th e r s  a p p ea r  to fo r g e t ,  

the  r i s k  o f  s p r e a d in g  c o n f l i c t .  We s t i l l  s e e k  no w id e r  w a r .  "

H e a l s o  s a id  he had in s t r u c te d  A m b a s s a d o r  S te v e n s o n  to  

r a i s e  th is  m a t t e r  im m e d i a t e ly  and u r g e n t ly  b e f o r e  the S e c u r i ty  

C o u n c i l  o f  the U n ited  N a t io n s .  And he s a id  he had m e t  w ith  the  

l e a d e r s  o f  C o n g r e s s  to  r e q u e s t  th e m  to  p a s s  a R e s o lu t io n  m a k in g  

it  c l e a r  that our  G o v e r n m e n t  i s  u n ited  in  i t s  d e te r m in a t io n to  take  

a l l  n e c e s s a r y  m e a s u r e s  in  su p p o r t  o f  f r e e d o m  and in  d e fe n s e  o f  

p e a c e  in  S o u th e a s t  A s i a .

He end ed  w ith ,  "It i s  a s o le m n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to h ave  to  

o r d e r  e v e n  l im i t e d  m i l i t a r y  a c t io n  b y  f o r c e s  w h o s e  o v e r a l l  s tr e n g th  

i s  a s  v a s t  and a s  a w e s o m e  a s  th o s e  U n ited  S ta te s  o f  A m e r ic a ,  but 

it  i s  m y  c o n s id e r e d  c o n v ic t io n ,  s h a r e d  th rou gh ou t your G o v e r n m e n t ,  

th at  f i r m n e s s  in  th e  r ig h t  i s  in d is p e n s a b le  to d a y  for  p e a c e .  That  

f i r m n e s s  w i l l  a lw a y s  b e  m e a s u r e d .  Its m i s s i o n  i s  p e a c e ."

W hen it  w a s  o v e r ,  I had a c e r t a in  f e e l in g  o f  p r id e  and o f  

r e l e a s e .  At the s a m e  t im e ,  i t  i s  v a s t ly  d is q u ie t in g  to know that
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ou r  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  b e tw e e n  the G ulf o f  T onkin  and the W hite  H ou se  

a r e  not a s  im m e d ia te  and r e l ia b le  a s  you  im a g in e  th in g s  to  be  in  

th is  A g e  o f  M i r a c l e s .

H old  o ff  a s  lon g  a s  he d id , and in  s p i te  o f  m a n y  a s s u r a n c e s  

i t  w a s  now s a fe  to sp e a k ,  it  l a t e r  a p p e a r e d  that th e r e  w a s  u n c e r ta in ty  

a s  to  e x a c t ly  w h e r e  our  p la n e s  w e r e  w hen  he w en t on  the a i r .  What  

he w a s  p la y in g  fo r ,  a s  I s e e  i t ,  w a s  to w a it  u n til  th e y  had drop ped  

t h e ir  b o m b s ,  w e r e  s a f e ly  on th e  w a y  h o m e ,  and th en  to  m a k e  the  

a n n o u n c e m e n t  b e fo r e  the C o m m u n is t s  m a d e  an a n n o u n c e m e n t  that  

th is  w a s  an a c t  o f  a g g r e s s i o n  on the p a r t  o f  the  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  gett in g  

t h e ir  s t o r y  to the w o r ld  f i r s t .  It m u s t  b e  s a id  that the e x a c t  lo c a t io n  

o f  the p la n e s  w a s  c lo u d ed  in c o n fu s io n ,  and that i s  one o f  the m a n y  

f r ig h te n in g  th in g s  about th is  jo b .  P e r h a p s  fo r  T ru m a n , E is e n h o w e r ,  

K en n ed y , th e r e  w e r e  a lo n g  s e r i e s  o f  su c h  d a y s .  O b v io u s ly ,  up 

u n til  now w e h a v e  s u r v iv e d  th e m  a l l .  B u t i t ' s  a p e r i lo u s  path  to  

t r e a d .
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