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F r id a y ,  S e p te m b e r  4th

B e g a n  w ith  A b ig a i l  M cC a rth y  c o m in g  o v e r  in  th e  m o r n in g  fo r  a  

cup o f  c o f f e e .  Of a l l  the n in e ty  o r  so  S e n a te  w iv e s ,  s h e  i s  one of m y  

r e a l  f a v o r i t e s .  F o r  c h a r a c t e r ,  in t e l l i g e n c e ,  and ju s t  p la in  g o o d n e s s .

H e r  m i s s i o n  w a s  tw o th in g s .  F i r s t ,  sh e  w anted  to  t e l l  m e  

that sh e  had h e a r d  I w a s  w o r r ie d  about how sh e  m ig h t  f e e l  and sh e  

w an ted  m e  to  know that L y n d o n 's  c h o ic e  of H u m p h rey  for  V ic e  

P r e s i d e n t  m a d e  no d i f f e r e n c e  in  our f r ie n d s h ip .  She co u ld n 't  h ave  

b e e n  m o r e  c l e a r - s p o k e n  and g r a c io u s  about i t ,  and it w a s  v e r y  c l e a r  

th at  it  had m a d e  no d i f f e r e n c e  in h e r  f r ie n d s h ip  fo r  the H u m p h rey s  

t h e m s e l v e s .

B ut th e r e  w a s  that u n d e r to n e  th e r e  that fo r  a w e e k  o r  so  

t h e r e  had b e e n  a s e n s e  o f  s t r a in  o f  th e ir  f r ie n d s  and p r o m o t e r s  

t r y in g  to  p u sh  th e m  on o r  s t i r  up a n im o s i t y  o r  m a k e  th e m  f e e l  

hu rt  at e a c h  o th e r  o r  w ith  u s .  T h a t 's  s o m e th in g  w e 'v e  l iv e d  w ith  

a l l  our  l i v e s ,  the  p r e s s  and m a n y  o f  our f r ie n d s  t r y in g  to p it  us  

a g a in s t  s o m e b o d y  w ith  w h o m  w e  n a tu r a l ly  w o r k e d .  O n ce  a g a in s t  

A lla n  S h iv e r s ,  fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  a g a in s t  the S p e a k e r s ,  fo r  y e a r s ,  

m o r e  or  l e s s ,  a g a in s t  John, and l a t t e r ly  a g a in s t  P r e s i d e n t  K en n ed y .  

O ne h as  to l e a r n  to  r id e  it  out w ith  a s m o o th  s a i l ,  and I in ten d  to do
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a l l  I can  to  r e m in d  th e m  both  how g r e a t  I th ink  th e y  a r e .

A b ig a i l ' s  o th e r  m i s s i o n  w a s  to  s a y  that sh e  hoped  that w e  c o u ld find 

a job for  L ou  E n g le ,  She n e e d s  i t ,  i s  h ig h ly  c a p a b le ,  s h e  w a n ts  to  

r e m a in  in  W a sh in g to n . I hope s o ,  to o ,  and w o n 't  fo r g e t  i t .

And th en ,  a t  11:30 th e r e  a r r iv e d  a group  to  ta lk  about the  

p r o p o s e d  W h is t le  S top , b e g in n in g  in  W ash in g ton  and go in g ,  a s  f i r s t  

o u t l in e d ,  f o r e v e r  a c r o s s  the w o r ld ,  o r  so  it  s e e m e d  - -  that i s ,  it  

l a s t e d  10 d a y s  and c o v e r e d  14 S t a t e s .  L iz  and B e s s  w e r e  th e r e ,

S c o o t e r ,  w ho w i l l  be  h o s t e s s  on  the t r a in ,  and W oody - -  oh, in d ig n ity  

o f  a l l  th in g s  - -  th is  V ic e  P r e s i d e n t  of the a ir  l in e  h as  b e e n  a s k e d  to  

b e  the M a n a g e r  o f  th e  T r a in  T r i p !  And J o e  M o ra n , w ho w i l l  b e  in  

c h a r g e  o f  a d v a n c e  m e n .  T he t r a n s p o r ta t io n  m e n  f r o m  the W hite H o u se  

and tw o a c tu a l  t r a in  m e n ,  one o f  th e m  a M r .  D e w e y ,  who had a r r a n g e d  - -  

w h at a d e l ig h t fu l  n a m e  that w a s !  - -  P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n 's  own Wh is t le  

Stop , the fa m o u s  one b a c k  in  1948 .

W e m e t  fo r  th r e e  h o u r s .  F i r s t ,  b y  m y  own i n s i s t e n c e  and  

a f t e r  m u c h ,  m u c h  d i s c u s s i o n ,  w e w h it t le d  down the tr ip  to  four d a y s .  

N e x t ,  th e  d e c i s i o n  w a s ,  sh ou ld  it  end in  T a l l a h a s s e e, F lo r id a ,  or  

sh ou ld  it  go on th ro u g h  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  A la b a m a , and to New O r le a n s ,  

L o u is ia n a ,  en d in g  t h e r e .  I w a s  v e r y  a n x io u s  that w e  c o n c e n tr a te
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h e a v i ly  on N o r th  C a r o l in a ,  g iv e  V ir g in ia  m o r e  s to p s  than w e  had p lann ed ,  

and it w a s  e v e r y b o d y 's  a g r e e m e n t  that w e  c o n c e n tr a te  h e a v i ly  on G e o r g ia .

B i l l  B r a w le y ,  w ho i s  r e a l l y  the p a p a c ita  o f  the w h o le  th in g , who  

i s  in  c h a r g e  o f  th e  South, I g a th e r ,  for  the D e m o c r a t i c  N a t io n a l  C o m m it te e ,  

w a s  v e r y  m u c h  in  fa v o r  o f  con tin u in g  on, w ith  at l e a s t  one or  tw o s to p s  

th rou gh  A la b a m a ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  and in to  N ew  O r le a n s ,  and that is  w hat  

w e f in a l ly  a g r e e d  on .

It w a s  a p r o f i ta b le ,  lon g  s e s s i o n ,  and I found w hen  it  w a s  o v e r ,  

how d ead  t ir e d  I w a s .  I in v ite d  S c o o t e r  and L iz  and B e s s  to  jo in  m e  fo r  

lu n ch  in  the Q u e e n 's  R o o m .  L yn don  c a m e  in  fo r  a m in u te .  A fte r  that  

I w o r k e d  on th e  m a i l  and th en  w en t  in  to h ave  a nap with  L yn d on .

And th en  a good  lo n g  ta lk  w ith  L u c i ,  w h o m  I h a v e  b e e n  m i s s i n g .

And to m o r r o w  sh e  i s  le a v in g  e a r l y  in  the m o r n in g  fo r  New O r le a n s .  I 

had s o  m u c h  to  c a tc h  up on w ith  h e r ,  and a l l  to  h e a r  about N ew  O r le a n s .

W e had a d e l i c io u s  hour t o g e t h e r .  T hat l i t t l e  g ir l  h a s  grow n  m o r e  in  

th is  l a s t  y e a r  than  sh e  h a s  done in an y  c o m p a r a b le  tw o o r  th r e e  y e a r s .

B u t th en  I r e m e m b e r  w ith  m e ,  the  y e a r  17 w a s  a t e r r ib ly  s p e c ia l  y e a r .  

F in a l ly ,  ju s t  a s  i t  w a s  g e tt in g  d ark , I w en t  out arou n d  the South  

G roun ds for  a w a lk ,  m y  f a v o r i t e  th ing  to  d o .

W e had a s k e d  J a k e  P ic k le  and S h e r m a n  B ir d w e l l  to c o m e  o v e r 

and h a v e  d in n er  w ith  u s .  T h ey  p a s s e d  m e  as  I w a lk ed  around  for  the
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s e c o n d  la p ,  and got out and w a lk ed  w ith  m e .  L yn don  jo in ed  us fo r  the  

th ir d  la p ,  and then  w e  w en t u p s t a ir s  for  a q u ie t ,  h o m e - f o lk s  s o r t  of  

d in n e r ,  w ith  tw o w ho s ta r te d  out w ith  us  in  the N Y A  d a y s  b ack  in  

1936 .

At th e  d o o r w a y  a s  w e  s ta r te d  in  w e  had m e t  tw o o f  W alter  

J e n k in s '  c h i ld r e n  - -  o n e ,  B e th ,  l e a v in g  n ex t  w e e k  fo r  c o l l e g e ,  an o th er  

o f f  at b o a r d in g  s c h o o l  - -  and that w a s  en ough  to r e m in d  us four  

o ld s t e r s  o f  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  t i m e .

O ur g u e s t s  le f t  e a r ly ,  and it  w a s  e l e v e n  o 'c lo c k  b e d t im e  fo r  u s .  

Oh, b l e s s e d  ev e n t!
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