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What a lo t  in  one day! S u ch  a d i f f e r e n c e  has je t  f ly in g  m a d e  in  our  

l i v e s .  L yn don  and I c h o p p e r e d  out to  A n d re w s  and got in  a s m a l l  J e t s t a r  

w ith  S e n a to r  M c N a m a r a ,  C o n g r e s s m a n  O 'H a ra , L a r r y  O 'B r ie n ,  D ic k  

G oodw in , and f lew  to D e t r o i t  fo r  w h at the p r e s s  i n s i s t s  on c a l l in g  the  

o p en in g  s p e e c h  o f  the c a m p a ig n .

A c tu a l ly ,  L y n d o n 's  s p e e c h  w a s  a s o f t - to n e d  p o e t ic a l  s o r t  o f  

s p e e c h  about u n ity  and the g r e a t  o p p o r tu n it ie s  in  the d e c a d e  a h ea d .

T h e r e  w a s  a s i z a b le  c ro w d  at the a ir p o r t ,  w h e r e  no cr o w d  had b e e n  

p lan n ed , in c lu d in g  su c h  now f a m i l ia r  f a c e s  a s  f o r m e r  G o v e rn o r  

S w e n s o n ,  M a y o r  C avanaugh , and M i l l i e  J e s s ie',w ith  w h o m  I ro d e  

in  to  the C a d i l la c  H o te l ,  d i s c u s s i n g  s u c h  m a t t e r s  e n ro u te  a s  Old  

F o lk s  H o m e s  and C h i ld r e n 's  H o s p i t a l s ,  to  w h o m  sh e  w ou ld  la t e r  

d e l i v e r  the b ea u t i fu l  f lo w e r s  I r e c e i v e d .

T h e r e  w a s  a f a n t a s t i c - s i z e d  cro w d  a l l  a lo n g  the w a y , and  

in  C a d i l la c  S q u a r e ,  now r e n a m e d  K en n ed y  S q u a r e  l ik e  so  m a n y  

th in g s  a c r o s s  the f a c e  o f  th is  c o u n try ,  th e r e  w e r e  su p p o se d  to be  

a hu nd red  th o u sa n d  p e o p le .  At any  r a te ,  th e r e  w e r e  a c r e s  of  

h u m a n ity .  W a lter  R e u th e r  had ju s t  p r e c e d e d  L yn don  w ith  a r o a r in g  

s p e e c h ,  and th en  c a m e  L y n d o n 's ,  th e  co n ten t  o f  w h ich  w a s  q u ie t  

and s e r i o u s ,  and I w o n d e r e d  how it w ould  s i t  i f  a l l  the a u d ie n c e  

out th e r e  w e r e  la b o r  p e o p le ,  but I g u e s s  th e y  w e r e  ju s t  f o lk s .
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T h e m o s t  m e m o r a b le  l in e s  w e r e ,  "M ake no m is t a k e ,  t h e r e ' s  

no s u c h  th in g  a s  a c o n v e n t io n a l  n u c le a r  w e a p o n ."  And a n o th e r ,  "No 

P r e s i d e n t  of the U n ited  S ta te s  ca n  d iv e s t  h i m s e l f  o f  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

fo r  s u c h  a d e c i s i o n . "  (T hat i s ,  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to drop  th e  b o m b .)

O v e r  and o v e r  and o v e r ,  the th e m e  w a s  u n ity .  And one of the  

th in g s  that c o n fr o n te d  L y ndon as  he s to o d  on that p la t fo r m ,  he k n ew ,  

w a s  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a s t r ik e  b y  R e u th e r 's  auto w o r k e r s  that m ig h t  

flaw the p r o s p e r i t y  o f  to d a y .  It w a s  in t e r e s t in g  to s i t  on the  p la t fo r m  

w ith  G o v e r n o r  and M r s .  R o m n e y ,  both  o f  w h o m  g r e e te d  m e  v e r y  

w a r m ly .  T he o c c a s io n  d o e s  h a v e  a s o r t  o f  n o n p a r t is a n  con n o ta t io n  

b e c a u s e ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  th is  i s  L a b o r  D ay , a lth ou gh  it  i s  a l s o  t r a d it io n a l ly  

the  p la t fo r m  f r o m  w h ic h  a good m a n y  c a n d id a te s  s ta r te d  t h e ir  

c a m p a ig n .  T ru m a n  in  1948, and th is  w a s  on e v e r y b o d y 's  l ip s  - -  

I m u s t  w r i t e  h im  a lo v e  l e t t e r  about it - -  and K en n ed y  in  1960 .

A t e v e r y  op p o rtu n ity ,  go in g  in to  the h o te l ,  c o m in g  out o f  the h o te l ,  

go in g  to th e  p la t fo r m ,  c o m in g  a w a y  f r o m  the p la t fo r m ,  e a c h  t im e  

at the a ir p o r t ,  I sh o o k  ju s t  a s  m a n y  hands - -  a c r e s  and a c r e s  and  

a c r e s  o f  hands - -  a s  I cou ld  r e a c h .  At one p o in t so m e b o d y  grab b ed  

L y n d o n 's  hat and a f t e r  a m i ld  t u s s l e ,  r e l in q u is h e d  it  to h im .

T h e r e  w a s  one m a n  in  the cro w d  c a r r y in g  a b an n er  w h ich  

r e a d ,  "R ead A T e xan  L o o k s  a t  L yndon  J o h n s o n , by  J .  E v e t t s  H a le y ."
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And th e r e  w a s  one l i t t l e  g i r l  w ho fa in ted  b e c a u s e  sh e  w a s  s o  e x c i t e d  - -  

s h e  w a s  about 13 and sh e  w a s  s tan d in g  w e e p in g  a t  the ed g e  o f  the cro w d  

a s  w e  d e p a r te d ,  and I p lu ck ed  a y e l lo w  r o s e  fr o m  m y  bouquet and handed  

i t  to  h e r .

I w ould  s u m  it  up a s  a happy day , a s u c c e s s f u l  d ay .  And, m ir a c l e  

of th is  a g e ,  w e  a r r i v e d  b a c k  a t  the W hite H o u se  about 3:15 , in  t im e  for  

m e  to  w o r k  on the m a i l ,  to  c a l l  M a r y  R a th e r  and s e e  i f  sh e  w a s  go ing  

to  b e  a b le  to  s e t t l e  h e r  c h i ld r e n  and h o u se h o ld  and c o m e  up h e r e  and do 

v o lu n te e r  w o r k  fo r  u s  fo r  the  n e x t  tw o m o n th s .  She ca n  and w i l l ,  but 

i t  w i l l  tak e  h e r  tw o w e e k s  or  m o r e  to a r r i v e .

And J e s s i e  H u n ter  c a l le d  m e ,  s a y in g  that sh e  had d e c id e d  sh e  

w ould  m o v e  in to  th e  S a m  J o h n so n  h o u se  in  J o h n so n  C ity , and be  the  

s o r t  o f  c o m b in a t io n  c a r e t a k e r  and c u r a to r -w ith o u t -p o r t fo l io .

L u c i  c a m e  in  and w e  had a n o th er  good lon g  ta lk  about r a i s in g  

c h i ld r e n  in  g e n e r a l .  I a m  happy to  s a y  s h e  a p p r o v e s  o f  th e  w a y  w e  

h a v e  r a i s e d  h e r  and L ynd a , and I a m  a l s o  a l i t t l e  s t a r t le d  to d i s c o v e r  

that sh e  th in ks  it w a s  a good  id e a  that h e r  D add y did at t im e s  u se  

c o r p o r e a l  p u n ish m e n t  - -  it  so  happened  that he u s e d  it  on L ynda

and not on h e r ,  e v e r ,  but sh e  s a y s  it had a good  e f f e c t  on h e r ,

n e v e r t h e l e s s .  S he  i s  th in k in g  about s o m e  o f tlie c h i ld r e n  - -  b o y s ,
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u s u a l ly ,  f r ie n d s  - -  w ho a r e ,  a s  sh e  e x p r e s s e s  it ,  J .  D . ’s ,^ o r  c l o s e  to  

b e in g ,  and w hat w ould  h a v e  kept th e m  fr o m  fo l lo w in g  that c o u r s e .  She  

h a s  to ld  m e  o v e r  and o v e r  how g r a te fu l  sh e  i s  that I t r u s t  h e r  and I 

t r u s t  L ynda and t h e r e f o r e  th e y  a r e  bound not to do an yth in g  d i s g r a c e f u l ,  

not to e x p lo i t  the  f r e e d o m  th e y  h a v e .  A t one p o int sh e  sa id ,  "Oh, I 

n e v e r  cou ld  g e t  m a d  a t  you - -  y o u 'r e  too  p a s s i v e  for  that, " w h ic h  did  

in d eed  m a k e  m e  f e e l  l ik e  a s m a l l  g r e y  m o u s e  in  the c o r n e r  w ith  m y  

h ands fo ld e d  n e a t ly .  Any way, s h e ' s  a d e l ig h t  to  h a v e .

T he end o f  the day  w a s  lon g  and l a z y .  I a c tu a l ly  f e l t  l ik e  it  

w a s  the  l a s t  r o s e  o f  s u m m e r .  L ynd on  and I had d in n er  on our t r a y s  

in  h is  b ed ,  w e  l i s t e n e d  to  th e  H iF i ,  r e a d  m a g a z in e s  and ta lk e d .
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