
r

T h is  w a s  a day  o f  g e t t in g  c lo th e s ,  o f  g e tt in g  r e a d y  fo r  the b u s y  

F a l l .  A  c a m p a ig n  is  r a th e r  l ik e  an i c e b e r g  - -  th e r e  i s  s o  m u c h  below  

the  s u r f a c e  that d o e s n ' t  sh o w . And p a r t  o f  th e  w o r k  is  g e t t in g  c lo th e s  

a s s e m b l e d .

L ynda and B e s s  and I w en t  to  New Y o rk  e a r l y  th is  m o r n in g  and  

s ta y e d  a t  the C a r ly l e .  A d e le  S im p s o n ,  h er  d a u g h te r , |  M i s s  T r e y z  o f  

N ie m a n - M a r c u s ,  a r r iv e d  w ith  a lon g  r a c k  o f  c l o t h e s .  I lo o k e d  and  

t r i e d ,  w e  p lan n ed  and got a d v ic e ,  and R o b in  Duke ga v e  m e  s o m e  h e lp ,  

and f in a l ly  I c h o s e  one or  tw o .  And th en  I w en t  down to  R o b in 's  s u ite  

and th e r e  w e r e  o th e r s  to  s e e  f r o m  the B i l l  B l a s s  c o l l e c t io n ,  th en  la t e r  

m o r e  f r o m  N o r m a n  N o r e l l ,  w ith  R obin  a s  m y  c h ie f  gu ide and m e n t o r .  

S o m e  t im e  d u r in g  the d ay  R o b in  to o k  L ynd a  B ir d  out on th e  d if f ic u l t  

m i s s i o n  o f  f in d in g  the r ig h t  th in g  to  w e a r  to  a r o y a l  w ed d in g  - - a  lon g  

d r e s s ,  e la b o r a te  and f o r m a l ,  w ith  lo n g  s l e e v e s .

H e r e  at the C a r ly le  I a lw a y s  f e e l  l ik e  I h ave  v e n tu r e d  into  the  

b e d - c h a m b e r  o f  the f a i r y  p r i n c e s s .  It i s  p a s t e l  and d e l i c a t e ,  r a th e r  

l ik e  a M a r ie  L a u r e n c in  p a in t in g ,  and it  b e lo n g s  m u c h  m o r e  to  M r s .  

K e n n ed y  than  to  m e .

T he a n n o u n c e m e n t  about the E a s t  G a rd en  c a m e  out in  the  

p a p er  to d a y .  "W hite H o u s e  g a r d e n  M r s .  K en n ed y  h e lp ed  to  p lan
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w h i le  sh e  l iv e d  in  th e  E x e c u t iv e  M a n s io n ,  w i l l  be  c o m p le te d  in  m id -  

O c to b e r  and w i l l  be  d e d ic a te d  and n a m e d  in  h e r  h o n o r ,  M r s .  L yndon  

J o h n so n  an n oun ced  y e s t e r d a y .  C a l le d  the E a s t  G ard en , it  c o m p le m e n ts  

th e  fa m o u s  f lo w e r  g a r d e n  on the W est  s id e  o f  the M a n s io n .  The la t e  

P r e s i d e n t  K e n n ed y  to o k  a p e r s o n a l  hand in  p lan n in g  the la n d s c a p in g  

o f  the  E a s t  G ard en , a s  he did fo r  the  f lo w e r  g a r d e n ."  It w en t on to  

s a y  that M r s .  K e n n ed y  w o r k e d  on  the p la n s  fo r  the E a s t  G ard en  w ith  

h e r  f r ie n d  M r s ,  P a u l  M e l lo n ,  that it  w ould  fo llow  the t r a d it io n s  o f  

W a sh in g to n  and J e f f e r s o n ,  b e in g  u s e f u l  a s  w e l l  a s  d e c o r a t i v e .  S in c e  

th e r e  had b e e n  no g a r d e n  at the W hite H o u se  fo r  the F i r s t  L a d y  and  

h e r  c h i ld r e n  and f r ie n d s ,  th is  w ou ld  b e  i t s  m a in  p u r p o s e ,  a t  the  

s a m e  t im e  fu r n ish in g  h e r b s  fo r  the  k itc h e n ,  f lo w e r s  fo r  cu tt in g ,  

and the c e n t e r  la w n  w a s  s p a c io u s  enough  fo r  c h i ld r e n 's  g a m e s  and  

c r o q u e t .  W ith  a s m a l l  a r b o r  at th e  w e s t  end that i s  go ing  to  be  

c o v e r e d  w ith  g r a p e  v i n e s ,  and a  sh a llo w  g a r d e n  p o o l  o p p o s i t e .

T h e r e  w i l l  be  h o l l i e s  and m a g n o l ia s  and c r a b  a p p le s ,  s i m i l a r  to  

th e  to p ia r y  o f  the G o v e r n o r 's  P a l a c e  in W il l ia m s b u r g .  T h is  i s  a 

p r o j e c t  I h a v e  lo v e d  and one  I w ant to  s e e  w ra p p e d  up and c o m p le te d  

b e f o r e  I l e a v e  h e r e ,  b e c a u s e  it  m ig h t  not ge t  done u n d er  s o m e  o th er  

o c c u p a n t .
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A lo n g  about 6:30  C h a r lo t te  F o r d  jo in ed  u s .  S h e 's  so  fr ie n d ly  

and n a tu r a l  and e a s y  - -  I 'm  glad  L ynda  B ir d  h as  b e e n  th row n  w ith  

h e r .  I had ju s t  f in is h e d  a v e r y  in t e r e s t i n g  30 m in u te s  w ith  Ann  

L e in s d o r f ,  in  w h ic h  sh e  had m o r e  p la n s  fo r  m e  than  I cou ld  a c c o m p l i s h  

i f  I w a s  a c o m b in a t io n  o f  E le a n o r  R o o s e v e l t  and J o e  L e w is ,  to g e th e r  

w ith  s o m e  b ig  b r a in p o w e r .

I had a s k e d  R o b in 's  s u g g e s t io n  fo r  a p la c e  to go to ea t  - - I 

w a s  the h o s t e s s  - -  w ith  L ynd a, C h a r lo t te ,  B e s s ,  R obin  - -  and w e  

w en t  to  one o f  th o s e  t in y  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  about f iv e  ta b le  

u n c le a n  c e i l in g ,  w h e r e  the b i l l  w a s  a s t r o n o m ic a l  - -  $ 8 1 .0 0  p lu s  t ip .

T he p r o p r ie to r s  a s k e d  m e  to  m a k e  it  c o m p l im e n ta r y .  How can  one  

a c c e p t  a g ift  l ik e  that f r o m  s o m e b o d y  you d on 't  know ? So  I d id n 't .

D ic k  A d le r  jo in ed  us a t  8 :3 0 .  We g a v e  h im  in s i s t e n t  d ir e c t io n s  

not to l e t  th e m  hold  the  c u r ta in ,  and th en  w e  r u s h e d  fo r  the th e a te r ,  

a few m in u te s  la te  on ly ,  to s e e  What M a k es  S a m m y  R u n , in w h ich  h is  

w if e ,  S a l ly  Ann H o w e s ,  w ho h a s  e n te r ta in e d  us a t  the E lm s  and la t e r  

at  the W hite  H o u s e ,  h as  a p r o m in e n t  p a r t .  I had r e a d  the book  p o s s i b l y  

t h r e e  y e a r s  a g o ,  by  Budd S h u lb e r g ,  w ho w a s  a young r i s in g  au thor in  

th e  la t t e r  d a y s  o f  F .  S c o t t  F i t z g e r a ld ,  and the b ook  p r a c t i c a l ly  le f t  a 

s c a r  on m e .  E x c e l l e n t  w r i t in g  o f  the m o s t  b i t t e r ,  i n c i s i v e  k ind .
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T r a n s la te d  in to  a m u s i c a l ,  w h ic h  s e e m e d  an  u n l ik e ly  th in g  to do,  

it  w a s  an e x c e l l e n t  e v e n in g ' s  e n te r ta in m e n t .  W ith a young m a n  w ho had  

n e v e r  b e f o r e  p la y e d  on B r o a d w a y ,  S te v e  L a w r e n c e ,  w ho w a s  s o  m u c h  

S a m m y  it  ought to f r ig h te n  any  o f  h is  f a m i ly  fo r  f e a r  the c h a r a c te r  s tu c k  

to  h im .

.Sally A nn w a s  b ea u t i fu l  and w h o l e s o m e .  I t 's  r a th e r  in t e r e s t in g  

that tw o o f  the b e s t  s u c c e s s e s  on B r o a d w a y  r ig h t  now a r e  ju s t  p a r a l l e l  

in  t h e m e .  W hat M a k es  S a m m y  Run and How to S u c c e e d  in  B u s i n e s s 

W ithout T r y i n g . T h is  one i s  d e e p e r ,  w ith  an  u g ly  e l e m e n t  o f  tr a g e d y ,  

a lo t  m o r e  s a t i r e  on our c u r r e n t  m o r e s .

W hen it  en ded  w e  w en t  b a c k s ta g e  and m e t  e v e r y b o d y ,  in c lu d in g  

Budd S h u lb e r g .  A n e v e n in g  a t  the th e a te r  i s  m y  v e r y  fa v o r i t e  s e l f -  

in d u lg e n c e .  So  th is  i s  L ynda B ir d ' s  and m y  s p e c i a l  t r e a t  b e fo r e  s h e ' s  

b a c k  to  s c h o o l  and I 'm  b a c k  to  w o r k  w ith  the c a m p a ig n .

And th en  to the e le g a n t  C a r ly le  to  sp en d  the n igh t .

1964

W e d n e s d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  9th (cont inued)

- 4 -


