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B e g a n  m y  p lan n in g  f o r  the  W h is t l e  S top  t r i p  to th e  S ou th .  P u t  in

c a l l s  to the  G o v e r n o r s  of th e  S t a t e s  I w ould  t r a v e l  th ro u g h ,  and  to  the

S e n a t o r s  of t h o s e  S t a t e s ,  m o s t  of t h e m .  G o v e r n o r  A l b e r t u s  H a r r i s o n

of  V i r g i n i a  s a i d  t h a t  y e s ,  he  and  M r s .  H a r r i s o n  would  be  g lad  to r i d e

•with m e  on  th e  t r a i n  t h r o u g h  V i r g i n i a  and  w ould  be  c o - c h a i r m e n  f o r

t h e i r  S t a t e .  L a t e r  he  c a l l e d  b a c k  and  s a id  no t  to an n o u n ce  i t  un t i l

a f t e r  S e p t e m b e r  25 th .

I pu t  in a  lo t  of c a l l s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  and  t h e n  n a t u r a l l y  I

a n s w e r e d  t h e m  as  t h e y  c a m e  in .  T a c t i c a l l y ,  t h a t  w a s n ' t  qu i te  the

r i g h t  th ing  to do .  I sh o u ld  have  c a l l e d  S e n a t o r  B y r d  b e f o r e  I c a l l e d

a nyone  e l s e .  D e a l in g  w i th  h i m  is  a  m a t t e r  of  i n s t i n c t  - -  i t ' s  not

w r i t t e n  in  the  b o o k  a n y w h e r e ,  and  I t h in k  I h a v e  the  i n s t i n c t .  T h i s
t

t i m e  I d id n ' t  u s e  i t  r i g h t .  I r e a c h e d  h is  two d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w s ,  H e len  

( M r s .  R i c h a r d  B y rd )  and  G r e t c h e n  ( M r s .  H a r r y  B y r d ,  J r . )  b e f o r e  I 

got to h i m .  H e le n  so u n d ed  e a g e r  and  i n t e r e s t e d  and  s a id  sh e  would  

phone  m e  b a c k .  G r e t c h e n  s a id  sh e  though t  s h e  would  p r o b a b l y  have  

to a c c o m p a n y  h e r  h u s b a n d  to  a n  A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s  m e e t i n g  in  New 

Y o r k  and  she  w ould  w r i t e  m e  b a c k .  And w h en  I found the  S e n a t o r ,

^ he  c o u l d n ' t  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  jo v i a l  and  c o u r t e o u s  and  d a r l i n g .  And

th e n  w h e n  I m e n t i o n e d ,  in  qu i te  a  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  m a n n e r ,  the  p u r p o s e
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of m y  c a l l ,  a n  i n v i s ib l e  s i l k e n  c u r t a i n  f e l l  a c r o s s  h is  v o ic e ,  and  he  s a id  

t h a t  b e c a u s e  of the  d e a th  of M r s .  B y r d  he and  h i s  sons  had  d e c id e d  not 

to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  an y  p u b l ic  a f f a i r s  f o r  30 d a y s .  W hich  is  v e r y  u n d e r -

s t a n d a b le  and ,  b e s i d e s ,  i t ' s  no t  in  m e  to  be  h u r t  a t  S e n a t o r  B y r d .

S e n a t o r  R o b e r t s o n  r e g r e t t e d  he w a s  going a n t e l o p e  hun t ing  in 

M o n ta n a .  A lo v e ly  p l a c e ,  and  I ' m  s u r e  h e ' l l  h a v e  fun.

Now, f o r  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  G o v e r n o r  and  M r s .  S a n f o r d  w i l l  be  

d e l ig h t e d  to b e  c o - c h a i r m e n  a n d  w ould  r i d e  the  t r a i n .  An i m m e d i a t e  

c a l l  to  t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r  and  s o m e w h a t  h o s t i l e  fe llow D e m o c r a t ,

G o v e r n o r - n o m i n e e  and  M r s .  D an  M o o r e ,  f a i l e d  to find t h e m  in .

T h a t ' s  one of the  m a n y  s c h i s m s  in  the  S ta te  t h a t  I w i l l  e n c o u n te r ,  

an d  I s h a l l  h a v e  to  p u r s u e  t h e m  and  ge t  t h e m  to r i d e  the  t r a i n  a l s o .

B o th  S e n a t o r  E r v i n  and  S e n a t o r  J o r d a n  and  t h e i r  w iv e s  a n s w e r e d  

r i g h t  aw ay ,  ye s  in d e ed ,  t h e y  w ould  b e  d e l ig h te d  to r i d e  th e  t r a i n  

w i th  m e  t h r o u g h  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  and  S e n a t o r  J o r d a n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

h a d  s e v e r a l  s u g g e s t i o n s  of p e o p le  to c a l l ,  towns  to go to ,  and  th in g s  

to do.

T he  m o s t  h i l a r i o u s  c a l l  p r o b a b l y  w a s  to  S e n a t o r  S t r o m  T h u r m o n d .  

H e r e  too  I q u ic k ly  gave  m y  r e a s o n  f o r  the  c a l l  - -  t h a t  I r e c o g n i z e d  

fu l ly  the  m a n y  d i f f e r e n c e s  t h a t  d iv id e d  h i m  and  L y ndon  i d e o lo g ic a l l y ,
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bu t  I knew th e y  w e r e  b o th  D e m o c r a t s  an d  I w ou ld  b e  p r o u d  and  hap p y  to 

ha v e  h i m  by  m y  s ide  w h en  I w en t  t h r o u g h  the  S ta te  of Sou th  C a r o l i n a .  

S e n a t o r  T h u r m o n d  s a id  he  had  to m a k e  a  r e a l l y  b a s i c  d e c i s i o n  w i th in  

th e  n e x t  two w e e k s  and , though  he t h a n k e d  m e  v e r y  m u c h ,  he  m u s t  

r e g r e t .  T h a t  sounds  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  and  w e ' l l  s e e .  The d e c i s i o n  could  

be  a n y  one of  s e v e r a l  r o a d s  - -  the  o ld  r o a d  of D i x i e c r a t ,  b o l t in g  the  

P a r t y  in s o m e  f a s h io n ,  o r  the  c o m p l e t e  s e v e r a n c e  of going o v e r  to 

the  R e p u b l i c a n s ,

O n the  o t h e r  h an d ,  S e n a t o r  O l in  J o h n s t o n  s a i d  why, y e s ,  indeed ,  

he and  G lad y s  w ou ld  b o a r d  the  t r a i n  a t  the  f i r s t  s top ,  u n l e s s  the  S e n a te  

w a s  in  s e s s i o n .  G la d y s  w a s  in  th e  h o s p i t a l  r i g h t  now, b u t  he  f e l t  s u r e  

s h e ' d  be  w e l l  e nough  to ge t  out and  go. And he c e r t a i n l y  w a n te d  to  s a y  

t h a t  he  h a d  two d a u g h t e r s  who w e r e  m i g h t y  good h a r d - w o r k i n g  D e m o c r a t s ,  

an d  th e y  ought  to  b e  in  on i t .  He is  a  v e r y  c o u r a g e o u s  m a n  an d  h a s  

shown it  t i m e s  w i th o u t  n u m b e r .

A lso ,  in  h i s  S ta te  G o v e r n o r  and  M r s .  D ona ld  R u s s e l l  w i l l  be 

c o - c h a i r m e n  f o r  th e  S ta t e ,  an d  M r s .  Dona ld  R u s s e l l  i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  

going  to t a k e  o n the  d i f f i cu l t  job  of b e in g  c o - c h a i r m a n  fo r  the  whole  

j o u r n e y ,  a lo n g  w i th  L in d y  B o g g s ,  l e n d in g  a  l u s t r o u s  n a m e  and ,  

a c c o r d i n g  to  a l l  I h e a r  ab o u t  h e r ,  a  good o r g a n i z i n g  a b i l i t y .
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And so ,  h e r e  we go m a r c h i n g  t h r o u g h  G e o r g i a !

N ot  a t  a l l  to m y  s u r p r i s e ,  the  d e a r e s t  of t h e m  a l l ,  D ick  R u s s e l l ,  

s a i d  t h a t  p r o b a b ly ,  no,  he  w ould  v e r y  l i k e ly  be  t r a v e l l i n g ,  bu t  t h a t  he  

w ould  be  g lad  to  l e t  us  h a v e  a s  a d v a n c e  m e n  one ,  o r  if  C o n g r e s s  w as  

out,  two of th e  b e s t  p e o p le  in  h is  o f f ice ,  and  th a t  the  S t a t e  of G e o r g i a  

w ould  c e r t a i n l y  w e l c o m e  m e  c o u r t e o u s l y  and  h a p p i ly .  He had  a d v ice  

ab o u t  w h e r e  to  go, he w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  - - I t h in k  i t  v e r y  l i k e l y  t h a t  a t  

t h e  l a s t ,  he  m i g h t  ev en  r i d e  the  t r a i n  o r  c o m e  out f o r  u s .  B u t  h is  

d i f f e r e n c e  w i th  L y ndon  on C iv i l  R ig h t s  i s  t h a t  of  a  m a n  t e n  y e a r s  

o l d e r  an d  d e e p ly  im b e d d e d  in  the  m o r e s  of  h is  S t a t e .

S e n a t o r  T a l m a d g e  s a i d  th a t ,  why, y e s ,  i f  h i s  s c h e d u le  p e r m i t s ,  

he  w ould  c e r t a i n l y  r i d e  t h e  t r a i n  w i th  u s .  T h a t  i s  a n  e l a s t i c  and  

d e p e n d a b le  p h r a s e ,  bu t  he  s a id  B e t t y  f o r  s u r e  w ou ld  r i d e  i t  a l l  the  

w a y  w i th  u s .

I t a l k e d  to  M r s .  S a n d e r s ,  and  sh e  and  G o v e r n o r  S a n d e r s  a r e  

a m o n g  o u r  s t r o n g e s t  f r i e n d s  on  the  w ho le  r o u t e ,  w i l l  be  g lad  to  be  

c o - c h a i r m e n  f o r  the  S t a t e ,  and  w i l l  r i d e  the  t r a i n .

And so  in to  F l o r i d a .  H e r e  I found S e n a t o r  H o l la n d  d e e p ly  

e n g a g e d  in a  r a c e  of h is  own, w i th  m a n y  d a t e s  t h r o u g h o u t  the  m o n th .

 ̂ He  thou g h t  he  cou ld  be  w i th  us  a t  T a l l a h a s s e e  and  could  not be  w i th

us  the  r e s t  o f  the  t r i p .  G e o r g e  S m a t h e r s  w i l l  t r a v e l  the  w ho le  t r i p
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an d  R o s e m a r y  a l s o .  And G o v e r n o r  and  M r s .  B r y a n t  w e r e  a m o n g  the

m o s t  a v a i l a b l e  an d  i n t e r e s t e d .  T h e y  h ave  the  d i f f i cu l ty  of hav ing  an

e n g a g e m e n t  an d  a  h o u s e  g u e s t ,  bu t  t h e y  though t  t h e y  cou ld  w o r k  i t  out

fo r  the  w ho le  t r i p .

A c a l l  in  to G o v e r n o r - n o m i n e e  and  M r s .  H a y d en  B u r n s  d id  not

find  t h e m  i m m e d i a t e l y .

And now f o r  A l a b a m a ,  the  S ta te  m o s t  a d a m a n t l y  a g a i n s t  us

a n d  th e  S ta te  to  w h ic h  I h a v e  the  m o s t  b o n d s .  T h e r e  w as  no u s e  in

c a l l i n g  G o v e r n o r  W a l l a c e ,  not ev en  f o r  c o u r t e s y ' s  s a k e .  I c a l l e d

S e n a t o r  L i s t e r  H i l l  in  the h o s p i t a l ,  and  he and  H e n r i e t t a  s a i d  y e s ,  ifK
h e ' s  w e l l  enough  th e y  w ould  go w i th  us  to  the  S t a t e .

S e n a t o r  S p a r k m a n  s a i d  y e s ,  i n d e ed ,  he  would  - - h e  w ould  be 

m i g h t y  g lad  to ,  u n l e s s  C o n g r e s s  w as  in  s e s s i o n ,  and ,  if  so ,  Iva  

w o u l d .

And so ,  on  in to  M i s s i s s i p p i .  H e r e  once  m o r e  t h e r e  w as  no 

n e e d  to c a l l  G o v e r n o r  J o h n s o n .  A c a l l  to S e n a t o r  S t e nn is  w as  r a t h e r  

s a d .  He s a id  no,  I t h in k  I c a n  do m o r e  good in  a  d i f f e r e n t  w ay .  He 

is  up f o r  r e e l e c t i o n ,  he  f a c e s  a  d i f f i cu l t  t i m e ,  I h e a r .  S e n a t o r  

E a s t l a n d  I cou ld  no t  r e a c h .  He w as  in  M i s s i s s i p p i .
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And th e n  the  l a s t  S ta te ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  in  w h ic h  we a r e  to  wind  up .

I r e a c h e d  G o v e r n o r  M c K e i th e n ,  f a t h e r  of the  a t t r a c t i v e  F o x  M c K e i th e n  

t h a t  L u c i  B a i n e s  had  t a l k e d  so  m u c h  ab o u t  on  h e r  s h i p - c h r i s t e n i n g  t r i p .  

He too  s a i d  no,  he  f e l t  t h a t  he had  b e t t e r  no t  be  c o - c h a i r m a n  f o r  the  

S t a t e  of L o u i s i a n a  o r  r i d e  on  the  t r a i n .  T h a t  he w a s  w o r k in g  f o r  th e  

D e m o c r a t s ,  you u n d e r s t a n d ,  bu t  t h a t  he  cou ld  a c c o m p l i s h  m o r e  by  

do ing  i t  in  a n o t h e r  w a y .  I hung up  w i th  the  f e e l in g  t h a t  he  f a c e d  a 

f o r m i d a b l e  an d  a n g r y  p o p u la c e  and  w a s  e i t h e r  too  cau t io u s  o r  t i m i d  

to  t a k e  t h e m  on in  the  o u t s p o k e n  b u l ld o g  w ay  of a n  O l in  J o h n s to n ,  

f o r  i n s t a n c e .

R u s s e l l  L ong  w as  in  Tokyo  and  would  r e t u r n  on  S a t u r d a y .

W h en  I r e a c h e d  S e n a t o r  E l l e n d e r  he  r e p l i e d  th a t  y e s ,  i n d e ed ,  he 

would  be  hap p y  to  r i d e  w i th  us  on the  t r a i n ,  ge t t in g  on in  B i lo x i ,  

M i s s i s s i p p i ,  o r  w h e r e v e r ,  and  con t inu ing  on to New O r l e a n s .

T h e s e  c a l l s  o c c u p i ed two o r  t h r e e  h o u r s ,  i n t e r s p e r s e d  

w i th  c o n v e r s a t i o n  ab o u t  the  t r a i n  w i th  L indy ,  B i l l  B r a w l e y ,  and  

L i z .

In the  a f t e r n o o n  I w o r k e d  on the  m a i l .  And th en ,  a t  4:30 

the  C a b in e t  W ives  c a m e  in  f o r  t e a  in  th e  Yellow O v a l  R o o m .

^ V i r g i n i a  R u sk ,  M a r g y  M c N a m a r a ,  M r s .  J ohn Gronouwski, w h o m

I had  no t  known w e l l  b e f o r e ,  L e e  Uda l l  and  J a n e  F r e e m a n ,  J a n e
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W i r t z ,  Ann C e l e b r e z z e ,  M r s .  K a t z e n b a c h  (new to m e ) .  And th e n ,  to 

r e p r e s e n t  M u r i e l  H u m p h r e y ,  h e r  p r e s s  s e c r e t a r y ,  a  young, a t t r a c t i v e  

g i r l ,  P a t  G r i f f i t h .  And f r o m  the  D e m o c r a t i c  N a t io n a l  C o m m i t t e e ,  

M a r g a r e t  P r i c e ,  C a r r i e  D av is  of the  W o m e n ' s  S p e a k e r s '  B u r e a u ,  

a n d  S c o o t e r  M i l l e r ,  v o l u n t e e r  f o r  m a n y  e n d e a v o r s ,  I w e l c o m e d  

t h e m ,  M a r g a r e t  P r i c e  t a lk e d ,  C a r r i e  D av is  to ld  us  s o m e  of the  

i n v i t a t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  r e c e i v e d .  The whole  p u r p o s e  of the  m e e t i n g  

w a s  to  d i s c u s s  w h a t  w e  cou ld  a l l  do in  the  c a m p a i g n  f o r  the  n e x t  

s e v e n  weeks ,  to l a y  out the  type  of i n v i t a t io n s  we w e r e  g e t t ing  f r o m  
*

a l l  o v e r  the  c o u n t r y ,  an d  to s e e  who cou ld  m o s t  e f f e c t iv e ly  and  

h a p p i ly  f i l l  t h e m .  M an y  of t h e m  w e r e  in v i t a t i o n s  to m e  to w h ich  

I m u s t  s a y  no, and  w h ic h  i t  w ould  be  v e r y  n ice  i f  we  w e r e  a b le  to 

s u g g e s t  t h a t  i n s t e a d ,  p e r h a p s ,  J a n e  F r e e m a n  o r  Ann C e l e b r e z z e  

o r  s o m e  o t h e r  C a b i n e t  wife  m i g h t  be  a b le  to  a t t e n d .  The  two m o s t  

p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e  an d  a s t u t e  a r e ,  in  m y  op in ion ,  J a n e  F r e e m a n  and 

Ann C e l e b r e z z e ,  b o th  of w h o m  h a v e  b e e n  m a k i ng t r i p s  to D e m o c r a t i c  

g a t h e r i n g s  f o r  w e e k s ,  and  J a n e  W i r t z ,  v e r y  e a g e r ,  v e r y  i n t e l l ig e n t ,  

b u t  not w a n t in g  to  s p e a k .  And M a r g y  M c N a m a r a ,  one of the  m o s t  

v a l u a b l e  of a l l  in  c e r t a i n  p l a c e s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e  T e x a s ,  and  I would  

t h in k  p a r t s  of M ic h ig a n ,  a r d e n t l y  e n t h u s i a s t i c .  I do not know to w h a t



c

d e g r e e  sh e  sh o u ld  b e  r e s t r a i n e d  b e c a u s e  of h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  job ,  b u t  I 

c e r t a i n l y  hope  the  r i g h t  k ind  of  a p p e a r a n c e s  w i l l  be  w o r k e d  out fo r  

h e r .

It t o t a l e d  a  lo t  of c o n v e r s a t i o n  and  no t  m u c h  a c h i e v e m e n t ,  I 

e x p e c t .  I t got us  t o g e t h e r ,  l a id  ou t  s o m e  of the  p r o b l e m s ,  h e lp ed  

u s  a l l  f e e l  t h a t  we s h a r e  t h e m  and  a r e  n e e d e d  in  t h e m .

L a t e r  t h e r e  w a s  m o r e  t e l e p h o n in g  and  s ig n in g  of m a i l .

And t h e n  f in a l ly ,  a t  long  l a s t ,  I got to  m y  h o u s e  g u e s t s ,

Bob and  H e le n  J a c k s o n .  I t  had  b e e n  L y n d o n ' s  i d e a  to inv i te  t h e m  

up f o r  the  w e e k e n d ,  an d  i t ' s  r e l a x i n g  and  fun to be  w i th  o ld  f r i e n d s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  w h en  th e y  a r e  a s  e a g e r  and  inte r e s t e d  a s  the  J a c k s o n s  

w e r e .

We a r r a n g e d  th e  u s u a l  r o u t i n e  f o r  the  n e x t  d a y  - - a  v i s i t  

t h r o u g h  the  H o u se  w i th  the  C u r a t o r  o r  the  b e s t  G u id e .  We s a t  out 

on  the  T r u m a n  B a l c o n y  in  the  l i n g e r i n g  w a r m t h  of the  sum m e r  

e v en in g ,  j u s t  a s  tw i l ig h t  w a s  c lo ak in g  the  M o n u m e n t  in  chan g in g  

c o l o r s ,  and  I s a id ,  "W hy  d o n ' t  we  inv i te  Bob, J r .  up h e r e ? "  T h e y  

w e r e  d e l i g h t e d .  A t m y  i n s i s t e n c e ,  t h e y  p i c k e d  up the  phone  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  

c a l l e d  h im ,  and  he  w i l l  c a t c h  the  p la n e  t o m o r r o w .

1964

F r i d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  11th  ( c o n t i n u e d )
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F r i d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  11th (con t inued)

L y n d o n  had  d e p a r t e d  h u r r i e d l y  on a  c h o p p e r  w h i le  I w as  en g ag e d  

in  m y  t a l k s  w i th  a l l  th e  G o v e r n o r s  and  S e n a t o r s ,  f o r  F l o r i d a  and  

G e o r g i a .  In f ac t ,  t h a t  w a s  one of the  b ig  s t a l l s  in  m y  r e a c h i n g  

F l o r i d a  and  G e o r g i a  S e n a t o r s .

F r o m  the  T r u m a n  B a lc o n y ,

1964


