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O u r  g u e s t s  h a d  b r e a k f a s t  in  t h e i r  r o o m s ,  a n d  t h e n  a b o u t  t e n  o ' c l o c k  

T o m  M a n n  a n d  a  f ew  o t h e r s  c a m e  o u t  to  j o i n  L y n d o n  a n d  P r e s id e n t  D i a z  O r d a z  

f o r  f u r t h e r  t a l k s .

I s e n t  w o r d  to  M r s .  D i a z  O r d a z  t h a t  p e r h a p s  s h e  m i g h t  l i k e  a 

d r i v e  in to  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  a n d  s e e  w h a t  a  l i t t l e  p i o n e e r  T e x a s  to w n  l o o k e d  

l i k e ,  a s  s h o w n  in th e  s m a l l  m u s e u m  t h e r e ,  a n d  s e e  m y  l i t t l e  c h u r c h  of St. 

B a r n a b a s .  So a b o u t  e l e v e n  o ' c l o c k  s h e  a n d  I a n d  M a t i a n a  a n d  h e r  i n t e r p r e t e r  

s e t  ou t .  T h e  w e a t h e r  w a s  s t i l l  b e a u t i f u l .  How l u c k y  w e ' v e  b e e n .

F i r s t  we w e n t  to  S t .  B a r n a b a s ,  and  t h e r e  one  of the  m e m b e r s ,  

w h o  is  th e  o r g a n i s t ,  t o o k  us  t h r o u g h  th e  t i n y  o ld  log  c a b i n  c h u r c h  a n d  e x p l a i n e d  

to  h e r  a b o u t  t h e  f i r s t  G e r m a n  s e t t l e r s  w ho  c a m e  o v e r  in  1848 ,  e a c h  of  w h o m  

r e c e i v e d  a  s e c t i o n  of  l a n d  - -  t h a t ' s  360 a c r e s  - -  p l u s  a s m a l l  p l o t  in tow n  

on w h i c h  he  b u i l t  h i s  S u n d a y  H ou s e .  T h i s  l i t t l e  c h u r c h  w a s  one of t h o s e  

S u n d a y  h o u s e s  w h i c h  b e l o n g e d  to a  f a m i l y  n a m e d  W a l t e r s ,  w ho  o w n ed  i t 

f r o m  1848 u n t i l  a b o u t  t w e l v e  o r  t h i r t e e n  y e a r s  a g o  w h e n  th e  E p i s c o p a l  

C h u r c h  b o u g h t  i t .

W h a t  I w o n d e r  i s  how th e y  m a d e  a  l i v in g  off  360 a c r e s .

T h e n  w e  w e n t  to  t h e  m u s e u m  a n d  t h e r e  M r s .  D e i t e l  a n d  two 

m o r e  l a d i e s ,  one  of  w h o m  to ld  m e  t h a t  h e r  h u s b a n d  h a d  t a u g h t  L y n d o n  

a t  the  S t o n e w a l l  s c h o o l ,  t o o k  us  t h r o u g h .  A n d  a s  I l o o k e d  a t  the  b a c k -
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b r e a k i n g  w a y  of c o o k i n g  a m e a l  o v e r  a n  o p e n  f i r e ,  a t  th e  h u g e  h e a v y  k e t t l e s  

a n d  th e  h e a v y  b l a c k  f l a t i r o n s ,  I t h o u g h t  how  h a r d  the  s i m p l e  b u s i n e s s  of  

l i v i n g  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n ,  j u s t  p u t t i n g  a  m e a l  on th e  t a b l e  a n d  k e e p i n g  y o u r  

f a m i l y ' s  l a u n d r y  c l e a n .  A n d  t h a n k e d  th e  L o r d  t h a t  I l i v e  in  1964 a n d  t h a t  

t h e r e  a r e  f r o z e n  f o o d s  a n d  c a k e  m i x e s  a n d  s u p e r m a r k e t s .  It d id  h a v e  s o m e  

e l e g a n c e ,  b u t  i t  w a s  h a r d  to  c o m e  by .  T h e r e  w a s  a w a f f l e  i r o n ,  j u s t  l ik e  

a  w a f f l e  i r o n  now e x c e p t  w i t h  a  h a n d l e  a b o u t  f o u r  f e e t  long .  You pu t  y o u r  

b a t t e r  in to  th e  s q u a r e  g r i l l e d  w a f f l e  p a n  a n d  t h e n  h e l d  i t  b y  th i s  long  h a n d l e  

o v e r  th e  c o a l s ,  a n d  if  y o u r  h a n d  g o t  h a l f - b a k e d  too ,  w e l l  - -  too  b a d. A nd  

t h e r e  w a s  a  d e l i c a t e  f l u t i n g  i r o n  to  m a k e  th e  r u f f l e s  on  th e  S u n d a y - g o - t o -  

m e e t i n g  b o n n e t s  of  th e  p i o n e e r  l a d i e s .  E v e n  B a r o n  von  M u e s e n b a c h ' s  

p a r l o r ,  w i t h  i t s  o ld  p u m p  o r g a n  and  i t s  n e e d l e p o i n t  s a m p l e r s ,  t h o u g h  it 

h a d  c h a r m  a n d  q u a i n t n e s s ,  d i d n ' t  t e m p t  m e  f r o m  th e  w a y  of l i f e  of  the  

m i d - T w e n t i e t h  C e n t u r y .

We d r o v e  b a c k  j u s t  in  t i m e  to g r e e t  t h e  l u n c h e o n  g u e s t s  - -  

T o n y  C a r r i l l o  F l o r e s ,  the  f i v e  m e m b e r s  of P r e s i d e n t  D i a z  O r d a z ' s  p a r t y ,  

the  A n g i e  B i d d l e  D ukes  a n d  th e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  p e r s o n n e l  w ho  w e r e  

p a r t  of  t h i s  v i s i t .  D r i n k s  w e r e  p a s s e d  a n d  t h e n  we w e n t  in  to  l o a d  o u r  

p l a t e s  w i t h  th e  b u f f e t  - -  o n c e  m o r e  a  v e r y  s i m p l e  w a y  of l i f e  f o r  the  

P r e s i d e n t  of  a n y  c o u n t r y ,  I e x p e c t .

I w a s  l u c k y  to  h a v e  th e  P r e s i d e n t  of  M e x i c o  on  m y  r i g h t ,  T o n y
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C a r r i l l o  F l o r e s ,  a l w a y s  a  w o n d e r f u l  c o m p a n i o n ,  on m y  l e f t ,  a n d  d o w n  the  

t a b l e  o u r  ow n A m b a s s a d o r  F r e e m a n ,  w ho  c a n  k e e p  a n y  c o n v e r s a t i o n  go ing .

I s h a l l  r e m e m b e r  a s  a  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  th in g  I h e a r d  P r e s i d e n t  D i a z  O r d a z  

s a y ,  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  q u o te  f r o m  s o m e  u n n a m e d  C h i n e s e  l i t e r a r y  f i g u r e :

" I f  you  w a n t  to  b e  h a p p y  f o r  a  f e w  h o u r s ,  d r i n k  w i n e .  If  y o u  w a n t  to be  

h a p p y  f o r  a  few  d a y s ,  t r a v e l .  If y o u  w a n t  to  b e  h a p p y  a l l  y o u r  l i f e ,  w o r k  

in  y o u r  g a r d e n .  " D e l i g h t f u l  s u m m a r y !  T h e  s u b j e c t  c a m e  up  b e c a u s e  we 

w e r e  d i s c u s s i n g  t r a v e l  a n d  a  p o s s i b l e  t r i p  I m i g h t  s o m e  d a y  t a k e  to  M e x ic o ,  

m a y b e  to  t h e  i s l a n d  of  C o z u m e l  off the  c o a s t  of  Y u c a t a n ,  b e c a u s e  I w o u ld  

l i k e  s o  m u c h  to  s e e  th e  a r c h e o l o g i c a l  d i g g i n g  in  t h a t  p a r a d i s e  f o r  d i g g e r s ,  

t h e  Y u c a t a n  P e n i n s u l a ,  a n d  t h e n  off t h e  c o a s t ,  t h i s  i s l a n d .  M r s .  D i a z  

O r d a z  t e l l s  m e  th e  w a t e r  i s  b e a u t i f u l l y  c l e a r  - -  b l u e  a n d  g r e e n ,  c h a n g i n g  

in  c o l o r  a l l  d a y  lo n g  - -  a n d  y ou  c a n  s e e  th e  f i s h  s w i m m i n g  a r o u n d  m a n y  

f e e t  b e l o w  you .  A n d  th e  w e a t h e r  is  d i v i n e.

A l i t t l e  a f t e r  2 :30  w e  s a i d  g o o d b y e  to th e  M e x i c a n  p a r t y  a t  o u r  

ow n  a i r  s t r i p .  T h e  v i s i t  h a d  g o n e  v e r y  p l e a s a n t l y ,  b u t  I d id  n o t  a r r i v e  a t  

a n y  f e e l i n g  of k n o w in g  o r  f e e l i n g  c l o s e  to  e i t h e r  of  t h e m .

A n d  th e n ,  a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y .  S e c r e t a r y  of L a b o r  B i l l  W i r t z  

a n d  S e c r e t a r y  of  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  W e l f a r e  A n t h o n y  C e l e b r e z z e ,  a r r i v e d  

by  p l a n e  f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n ,  A t  the  s a m e  t i m e  T o n y  a n d  M a t i a n a  w e r e  b id d i n g
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m e  g o o d b y e ,  h e a d i n g  b a c k  to  S a n t a  F e ,  a n d  L y n d o n  w a s  g a t h e r i n g  u s  a l l  up,  

i n c l u d i n g  A n g i e  a n d  R o b i n  D u k e ,  to  l e a v e  b y  c h o p p e r ,  p i c k  up  A .  W. , a n d  

go to  th e  Haywood. '

T h e r e  w e  g o t  in  the  b o a t .  T h e  d a y  w a s  w a n i n g  l a t e ,  b u t  th e  s u n  

w a s  s t i l l  b r i g h t  a n d  R o b i n  and  I c l i m b e d  up  on  th e  top  d e c k ,  w i t h  a  b l a n k e t  

o v e r  o u r  f e e t ,  a n d  w a t c h e d  th e  M a l l a r d s  f ly  o v e r h e a d  a n d  t a l k e d  a b o u t  the  

v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  l i f e  s h e  h a d  l e d ,  w o r k i n g  in  f o u r  o r  f i v e  j o b s ,  f r o m  m o d e l l i n g  

t o  b e i n g  a  f o r e i g n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  - -  t h a t  i s ,  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  p e r s o n  - -  f o r  

P e p s i  C o la .  She  h a d  on h e r  b a t h i n g  s u i t ,  a n d  o n c e  t h e r e  w a s  a  h i l a r i o u s  

m o m e n t  w h e n  A .  W . ' s  h a t  b l e w  off  a n d ,  a f t e r  c i r c l i n g  tw o  o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  

t r y i n g  to  r e t r i e v e  i t ,  R o b i n  s i m p l y  d i v e d  o v e r b o a r d ,  s w a m  out  a n d  g o t  i t ,  

a n d  t h e n  w a s  h a u l e d  a b o a r d ,  a  b i t  s h i v e r y .

A t  M a r y  M a r g a r e t ' s  h o u s e  w e  s t o p p e d  a n d  w a t c h e d  th e  n e w s ,  

t h e n  w e n t  r i d i n g  in  th e  l i t t l e  a m p h i b i o u s  c a r  to  l o o k  a t  th e  C o m a n c h e  r a n c h e t t e s .  

B i l l  W i r t z  w a s  v e r y  m u c h  i n t r i g u e d  t h a t  th e  l a k e  a n d  th e  d a m  w e r e  n a m e d  

W i r t z  L a k e .  I t o l d  h i m  a l l  a b o u t  S e n a t o r  W i r t z  a n d  o u r  y e a r s  of b u i l d in g  

d a m s  a n d  h o w ,  if  I h a d  to  c a r v e  s o m e t h i n g  on  o u r  t o m b s t o n e ,  it  w o u ld  b e :

" W e  b u i l t  s o m e  d a m s .  "

T h e n  w e  r e t u r n e d  to  th e  r a n c h  f o r  d i n n e r ,  w i t h  R o b i n  a n d  A n g ie  

g e t t i n g  off  in  a  h u r r y  to  g e t  b a c k  h o m e  to  l i t t l e  B i d d l e ,  w ho  g e t s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,

1964
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n o t  e n o u g h  of h i s  m o t h e r ' s  t i m e  a n d  a t t e n t i o n .

T h e  t a l k  r a n g e s  f a r  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g l y  w i t h  B i l l  W i r t z ,  and  s o m e t h i n g  

q u i t e  e l e m e n t a l  a n d  o b v io u s  he  s a i d  i n t r i g u e d  m e .  " T h e r e  a r e  two s a t i s f a c t i o n s  

m a n  h a s  h a d  in  th e  c o u r s e  of  t i m e .  One i s  h i s  w o r k ,  one  is  h i s  f a m i l y .  I t  

s e e m s  to  m e  h e  is  r a p i d l y  in  d a n g e r  of  l o s i n g  h i s  f i r s t ,  h i s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  in 

w o r k .  I w o u ld  go c r a z y ,  " h e  s a i d ,  " i f  I h a d  to  s i t  a l l  d a y  s c r e w i n g  on  a b o l t  

on  a  c a r ,  a n d  t h e  s a m e  b o l t  w e n t  b y  d a y  b y  d a y  b y  d a y .  " I n t e r e s t i n g  c o u n t e r -

p o i n t  - -  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of the  c o i n  to  w h a t  I h a d  b e e n  t h i n k in g  a b o u t  t h o s e  

p i o n e e r  g r a n d m o t h e r s  o r  g r e a t - g r a n d m o t h e r s  w h o  m u s t  h a v e  t o i l e d  w i t h  

b a k i n g  a n d  i r o n i n g  in  t h o s e  p r i m i t i v e  h o u s e h o l d s  of  th e  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  of  

1848 ,  t h a t  I h a d  b e e n  l o o k i n g  a t  in  th e  m u s e u m .  B i l l  a l s o  t h o u g h t  t h a t  w i t h  

t h e  v a s t  i n c r e a s e  in  l e i s u r e  t i m e  a n d  w i t h  o u r  l i m i t e d  a b i l i t y  to  u s e  i t  w i s e l y ,  

g o v e r n m e n t  w o u ld  h a v e  to  do s o m e  th i n k in g  on  th e  s u b j e c t .  " P e r h a p s ,  " h e  

l a u g h i n g l y  s u g g e s t e d ,  " W e  m i g h t  h a v e  a D e p a r t m e n t  of L e i s u r e .  "

W h i l e  I l i s t e n e d  to  t h e m ,  I s i g n e d  a u t o g r a p h s  - -  a  v a s t  s t a c k  f r o m  

th e  W h i s t l e s t o p  T r i p ,  th i n k in g  a t  t h e  l a s t  m i n u t e  t h a t  F r i d a y  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  

h a d  c o m e  a n d  g o n e  w i t h o u t  a n y t h i n g  r e a l l y  m o r e  d i s a s t r o u s  h a p p e n i n g  th a n  

w a s  a l r e a d y  in  th e  m i l l .
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