
f  1964

F r i d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  20 th

L yndon  woke  e a r l y  a f t e r  a tu r n i n g ,  t o s s i n g  n ight .  I a s k e d  h im  why he 

c o u ld n ' t  s l e e p  - - h e  s a i d  he w a s  th ink ing  abou t  t h o s e  p a r a t r o o p e r s  - -  t h o s e  

in  the  Congo,  I a m  s u r e .  S ince  I c a n ' t  he lp  so lv e  the  s i tu a t io n ,  I d id n ' t  

d e lve  f u r t h e r  into i t .

We got up r a t h e r  e a r l y  and  g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  ou r  g ro u p .  My good 

f r i e n d ,  S e c r e t a r y  U da l l ,  M is s  Sy lv ia  P o r t e r ,  the  G oodwins ,  and h e l i c o p t e r e d  

o v e r  to San  M a r c o s  to a t t e n d  the  I n a u g u r a t i o n  of the  new P r e s i d e n t  of the  

C o l le g e ,  J a m e s  H e n r y  M c C r o c k l in .  T he  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d ed  in  a m e a d o w  

c l o s e  to the  San M a r c o s  R i v e r ,  w h ic h  f o r  qu i te  s o m e  y e a r s  now h a s  had 

th a t  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n ,  a g l a s s - b o t t o m e d  boa t ,  an  u n d e r w a t e r  

b a l l e t ,  and  i t s  e n o r m o u s  v a r i e t y  of u n d e r w a t e r  p l a n t s .  But  s o m e t h in g  new 

h a s  b e e n  a d d ed  - - a  sky  l i f t ,  b r i g h t - c o l o r e d  b a s k e t s  dang l ing  a t  the  ends  of 

a  c a b l e  f r o m  a long o v e r h e a d  s t e e l  b a r ,  s t r e t c h e d  a c r o s s  the  sky .  W hat  a 

v e n t u r e  fo r  l i t t l e  San  M a r c o s !  I w o n d e r  if t h o s e  b a s k e t s  s t a y  fu ll .  T o u r i s m  

is  r e a l l y  g r ip p i n g  the  U ni ted  S t a t e s ,  bu t  n o w h e r e  h ave  I s e e n  c l e a r e r ,  m o r e  

b e a u t i f u l  w a t e r  th a n  the San  M a r c o s  R i v e r .  We m i g h t  a s  w e l l  shou t  abou t  

the  b e a u t i e s  a t  hand  r a t h e r  th a n  j u s t  t h o s e  in f a r - a w a y  p l a c e s  w i th  s t r a n g e -  

sound ing  n a m e s .

A l l  day  long I had  th is  odd fe e l in g  th a t  only  a y e a r  ago  Lyndon  had  

b e e n  th ink ing  abou t  the  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  had  a c t u a l l y  b e e n  w an t ing  and  b e e n  w o rk in g  

b e c o m i n g  P r e s i d e n t  of th is  C o l l e g e  h i m s e l f .  J e s s e  K e l l a m  had  b e e n  put
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on the  B o a r d  of R e g e n t s ,  the  id ea  had  p r o c e e d e d  th r o u g h  a good m a n y  hands  

and m i n d s ,  inc lud ing  the  G o v e r n o r ,  a s  to w ays  and m e a n s  of ge t t ing  Lyndon 

a p p o in te d .  One i m p e d i m e n t  w a s  be ing  in the  V ice  P r e s i d e n c y  and not be ing  

ab le  to a s s u m e  off ice  un t i l  J a n u a r y  of '65 w hen ,  a s  t o d a y ' s  ev en t  showed ,  

the  new P r e s i d e n t  shou ld  a s s u m e  off ice  in N o v e m b e r  of '64.

Oh, d a r k  and  s h r o u d e d  F a t e  th a t  d o es  not t e l l  m a n  w ha t  i t  ha s  in 

s t o r e  f o r  h im !  We w o r k e d  a t  occupy ing  one r o l e  a t  t o d a y ' s  even t ,  and  h e r e  

we a r e  in qu i te  a n o t h e r  r o l e .

M r s .  M c C r o c k l i n  m e t  us a t  the h e l i c o p t e r  pad .  I r o d e  w i th  h e r  

w h i le  Lyndon  and  S e c r e t a r y  U da l l  and  M i s s  P o r t e r  - -  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know 

who a l l  w a s  w h e r e ,  in the  c r o w d  and  co n fu s io n .  T he  o l d  Goth ic  s t r u c t u r e  

w i th  i t s  t o w e r s  and  s p i r e s  s t i l l  c r o w n s  the h i l l ,  bu t  o t h e r w i s e  the  c a m p u s  

i s  v e r y  c h a n g e d ,  w i th  r a t h e r  h a n d s o m e  new b u i ld in g s  - -  c r e a m - c o l o r e d ,  

m o d e r n  - -  I th ink  they  a r e  s a n d s t o n e ,  s o m e  of th e m ,  and  abou t  4400 s tu d en t s  

now, the  R e g i s t r a r  to ld  m e .

The  f i r s t  p e r s o n  I m e t  w h en  we got out of the  c a r  w as  a n i c e - lo o k in g  

young m a n  who in t r o d u c e d  h i m s e l f  a s  W il ton  Woods ,  J r .  His  f a t h e r  w as  

one of L y n d o n ' s  c l a s s m a t e s  th a t  I m e t  e a r l y  a f t e r  ou r  m a r r i a g e .  L a t e r  on 

I saw  F e n n e r  R o th  and  he i n t r o d u c e d  m e  to h is  son, Lyndon  R oth ,  now 

m a r r i e d  to a  s w e e t  l i t t l e  g i r l .  While  Lyndon  and  the P r e s i d e n t  put on 

t h e i r  r o b e s ,  w e  g r e e t e d  peo p le  o u t s id e  S t r a n d  G ym ,  w h e r e  the i n s t a l l a t i o n
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c e r e m o n y  w a s  to  t ak e  p l a c e .  T h e r e  w as  D o r i s  W ild en th a l ,  J e s s e ' s  s i s t e r ,

and  C lau d e  and  Kate  K e l l a m ,  and  a s  we w a lk ed  in I  saw  M r s .  Ed  C ape  and

h e r  g r a n d s o n  and  g r a n d d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w .  And one of the  t e a c h e r s  who had

b e e n  . . . w e l l ,  s h e ' d  done m o s t  of the d e c o r a t i n g  of the  Gym w hen  Lyndon

had  m a d e  h i s  open ing  s p e e c h  in the  r a c e  f o r  C o n g r e s s  b a c k  in 1937, the

t i m e  tha t  J i m m y  A l l r e d  s a t  on the  f r o n t  ro w .  It w as  a  r a t h e r  b r i e f ,

p l e a s a n t l y  i m p r e s s i v e  c e r e m o n y .  R e t i r i n g  P r e s i d e n t  F l o w e r s ,  who had

b e e n  in f o r  22 y e a r s ,  hav ing  s u c c e e d e d  D r .  C.  E .  E v a n s ,  who is  ou r  t ie

w i th  the  c o l l e g e  and  one of the  m a i n  r e a s o n s  th a t  Lyndon  e v e r  s u c c e e d e d

in  ge t t in g  a c o l l e g e  e d u ca t io n .  D r .  F l o w e r s  s i m p l y  in t r o d u c e d  Lyndon  a s

" ou r  m o s t  o u t s t a n d in g  a l u m n u s ,  the  P r e s i d e n t  of the  U ni ted  S t a t e s . "

L y n d o n ' s  s p e e c h  m e a s u r e d  up b e a u t i fu l ly  - -  s i m p l e  and  good and

s t r o n g ,  and  p l e a s a n t l y  r e m i n i s c e n t  w i thou t  be in g  m a u d l in .  He d id  have

a r e m a r k  abou t  h av ing  e x p l o r e d  the  f i s h  h a t c h e r i e s  w i th  a  p r e t t y  b londe  - -

e v e r y b o d y  g ig g led  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s l y  and  l a t e r  the  p a p e r  id e n t i f i e d  h e r  a s  
C/iUzn/oz-

M is s  Carrie D a v i s ,  now m a r r i e d  to s o - a n d - s o .  And th e n  the  new s  of the  

s p e e c h  w a s  th a t  the  f i r s t  y ou th  t r a i n i n g  c a m p  of the  P o v e r t y  P r o g r a m  would 

be  e s t a b l i s h e d  in San  M a r c o s  w i th in  the nex t  few m o n th s !  I b e l i e v e  S a r g e n t  

S h r i v e r  w i l l  be  down to t a l k  o v e r  the  d e t a i l s  w i th  h i m  e a r l y  in  the  co m in g  

w eek .
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J e s s e  s a t  in h is  p o s i t i o n  a s  a  M e m b e r  of the  B o a r d  of R e g e n t s ,  B i l l  

D e a s o n  w a s  t h e r e  - -  t h e r e  w a s  a  goodly  g ro u p  of th o se  tha t  h e 'd  b e e n  to 

schoo l  with .

A f t e r w a r d s  we m o t o r c a d e d  a r o u n d  the  c i ty ,  w i th  a  d r i v e r  u n fo r tu n a te ly ,
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who d id n ' t  know place nam es or h is  d e s t i n a t i o n  v e r y  w e l l ,  so th a t  we w e r e  a lw ay s  

a t  the  v e r y  t a i l  of the  m o t o r c a d e ,  not ev en  g e t t ing  to go to the  F i s h  H a t c h e r y ,  

w h ich  I r e a l l y  w a n te d  to b e c a u s e  t h a t ' s  one of the  p l a c e s  w h e r e  I thought we 

m i g h t  p e r h a p s  ought to pu t  L y n d o n ' s  L i b r a r y  ev en tu a l ly ,  p r e s u m i n g  tha t  the 

s c h o o l  and  the g o v e r n m e n t  w a n te d  to m a k e  the l and  a v a i l a b l e .  I t ' s  a  b e au t i fu l  

s i t e ,  w i th  t o w e r in g  c y p r e s s  t r e e s  and  i t ' s  A l m a  M a t e r  r i s i n g  in the  b a c k g r o u n d .  

The  q u e s t i o n  i s ,  how l ive ,  how u s e f u l ,  how v i ta l  w ould  i t  be in a  s m a l l  town,

2
r a t h e r  p i c t u r e s q u e  though  it i s ,  and  a  s ch o o l  th a t  a t  p r e s e n t  ha s  4400 s tu d e n t s .  

W hat  is  the  g en u s  of g r o w t h  of San M arcos ' ;  I w an t  it to be  a v e r y  l iv ing  

th ing  I ' d  l ike  f o r  a  Schoo l  of P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e ,  a  C h a i r  of P o l i t i c a l  S c ie n c e ,  

to be s o m e h o w  t i e d  in  w i th  L y n d o n ' s  S ta te  p a p e r s  and L i b r a r y .

P r e s i d e n t  M c C r o c k l i n  did c o m e  out in h i s  s p e e c h  w i th  a r e q u e s t ,  a  hope,  

r a t h e r ,  th a t  the  P r e s i d e n t  w ould  d e c id e  to p l a c e  h i s  p a p e r s  a t  San  M a r c o s  - -  

the  f i r s t  w e 'd  h e a r d  of i t .

We s to p p e d  by the  l i t t l e  f r a m e  b o a r d in g  h o u se  w h e r e  Lyndon  u s e d  to 

s t a y  - -  I g u e s s  tha t  m u s t  have  b e e n  b e f o r e  h i s  M o th e r  and  F a t h e r  got e s t a b -

l i s h e d  t h e r e  - -  and th e n  we w en t  to the  W i l l i a m  C r o o k  r e s i d e n c e  fo r  a 

r e c e p t i o n .  A c h a r m i n g  old  h o u s e ,  f a s h io n e d  a f t e r  the  g r a c e f u l  A n t e  B e l l u m
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h o u s e s ,  w i th  t a l l  w h i te  c o l u m n s .  M r .  C r o o k  is  the  P r e s i d e n t  of San M a r c o s  

A c a d e m y  and  h i s  wife  is  the  d a u g h t e r  of H. E ,  Butt .

And then ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  we  le f t  Lyndon  s a id ,  " L e t ' s  go by and s ee  

M r s .  J u l i a  K e l l a m .  T h a t  is  J e s s e ' s  8 6 - y e a r - o l d  M o th e r .  We had  the 

d ic k e n s  of a t i m e  f inding  the  h o u s e ,  but t h a t ' s  one of the  th ings  I love  

Lyndon  f o r ,  b e c a u s e  th i s  w i l l  be  enough  e x c i t e m e n t  in M r s .  K e l l a m ' s  

l i fe  to l a s t  h e r  f o r  w e e k s  and  w e e k s .  She w as  gay  and  c h ip p e r ,  in sp i te  

of a r t h r i t i s  and  a g e ,  and  j u s t  had  to t a k e  us in to  the l iv ing  r o o m  to show 

us  w h e r e  L y n d o n ' s  p i c t u r e  hung.

T h e n  we h e l i c o p t e r e d  b a c k  o v e r  the  D e v i l ' s  B ackbone  and  the  l i t t l e  

town of B la n co ,  f o r  lunch  a t  the  r a n c h .  Stu U da l l ,  Sy lv ia  P o r t e r  and  s taf f ,  

and  S e c r e t a r y  F r e e m a n  f lew in  j u s t  in  t i m e .

Lyndon  d i s m i s s e s  h i m s e l f  v e r y  e a s i l y  to have  a  t h i r t y  m i n u t e s '  o r  

a n  h o u r ' s  p r i v a t e  t a lk  w i th  F r e e m a n  o r  U da l l  o r  M is s  P o r t e r ,  w h i le  I s t i c k  

a r o u n d  w i th  w h o e v e r ' s  le f t ,  and  the  a i r ' s  fu l l  of s u c h  t a l k  a s ,  "How a r e  the  

B r i t i s h  m o v e s  and  f i s c a l  p o l i c y  going to a f f e c t  ou r  own e c o n o m y ? "  And,

"We a r e  the  only  r e m a i n i n g  n a t io n  tha t  d o es  not t r a d e  w i th  R u s s i a  and 

C h ina  and  t h e y ' r e  going to ge t  e v e r y t h i n g  they  w an t  and  need  anyhow f r o m  

the  r e s t  of the  w o r l d  w h i le  we cu t  o u r s e l v e s  off f r o m  a l l  t r a d e  w i th  p ious  

p h r a s e s .  " I i n t e r j e c t e d ,  "How a r e  we going to t r a d e  any th ing  f u r t h e r  when
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the s i m p l e  s a l e  of w h e a t ,  the  s ta f f  of l i fe ,  c a u s e d  s u c h  a n  u p r o a r  a m o n g  ou r  

own p e o p l e ? "  M i s s  P o r t e r  is  a  goodlooking ,  h igh ly  a r t i c u l a t e ,  h y p e r - t h y r o i d  

w o m a n ,  m a r r i e d  to a  H e a r s t  e x e c u t iv e ,  h a s  a 1 5 - y e a r - o l d  d a u g h t e r ,  and  h a s ,  

i t  s e e m s  to m e ,  a  r a t h e r  m a s c u l i n e  m in d  - -  d i r e c t ,  a g g r e s s i v e ,  a r t i c u l a t e ,  

and m i g h t y  w e l l  b o l s t e r e d  by r e s e a r c h  and  fa i th  in h e r  own op in ions .  Lyndon 

en jo y ed  h e r  and  they  i n t e r e s t i n g  ex ch a n g e  of i d e a s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  b a n t e r .

Stu  and I had  a  m o m e n t  to s i t  down and  d i s c u s s  qui e t ly w ha t  he hopes  I 

w i l l  b e c o m e  i n t e r e s t e d  in - -  th a t  i s ,  l a u n ch in g  a m o v e m e n t  to m a k e  W ash in g to n  

t r u l y  the  m o s t  b e a u t i fu l  c i ty  in the  c o u n t r y ,  w i th  f l o w e r s  and p a r k s  and  

l a n d s c a p e d  a r e a s ,  e n l i s t i n g  the  i n t e r e s t  not only of g o v e r n m e n t  bu t  of 

b u s i n e s s  f i r m s .  He had  a  v e r y  w e l l - w r i t t e n  m e m o  f o r  Lyndon  on s e v e n  

o r  e igh t  w a y s  t h a t  the  G r e a t  S o c ie ty  w a s  r e l a t e d  to h is  D e p a r t m e n t .  One 

th a t  e x c i t e d  m e  the  m o s t  w a s  a p la n t in g  a long  the  h ighw ays  of n a t i v e s h r u b s  

and  f l o w e r s .  S e v e r a l  S ta t e s  do not u se  the  a l l o t m e n t s  tha t  th e y  a t  p r e s e n t  

r e c e i v e  f r o m  the  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  s u c h  p u r p o s e s .  A n o th e r  w a s  a 

p la n  to e r a d i c a t e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  s c r e e n  f r o m  pub l ic  view, the  d r e a d f u l  g r a v e -

y a r d s  of w o r n o u t  a u t o m o b i l e s ,  the  a c r e s  of junked  c a r s  th a t  dot the  l a n d s c a p e  

a s  you f ly  o v e r  the  c o u n t r y .  And,  of c o u r s e ,  h i s  a lw ay s  f a v o r i t e  p r o j e c t  

i s  Save  Som e  W i l d e r n e s s  Land  and ,  in tune  w i th  tha t ,  i n e x p e n s iv e  f a m i l y  

v a c a t io n s  in N a t io n a l  P a r k s  of g r e a t  v a r i e t y ,  w i th  one o r  two new ones  be ing
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added ,  one a long  the  s e a s h o r e ,  in N o r th  C a r o l i n a ,  I b e l i e v e .  I th ink  h e ' s  one 

of the  m o s t  im a g i n a t i v e  id ea  m e n  in  the  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a l th o u g h  I do not 

know how s o l id  h i s  ju d g m e n t  i s .

We s t a r t e d  r a t h e r  e a r l y  a f t e r  lunch ,  b e c a u s e  w e ' r e  a lw ay s  ge t t ing  

off j u s t  b e f o r e  sundown,  and  w en t  o v e r  to A. W. ' s  to look  f o r  d e e r .  S e c r e t a r y  

U d a l l  had  to l e a v e  to h ave  a  p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  in  A u s t in  and  then  r e t u r n  to 

W ash in g to n ,  but O rv i l l e  F r e e m a n ,  Sy lv ia  P o r t e r ,  the  T h o rn b e r r y s ,  J e s s e ,  

and  Lyndon  and  I ro d e  the  h i l l s  a t  A. W. ' s  r a n c h  w h i le  the  a f t e r n o o n  m e l t e d  

in to  tw i l igh t .  T h e r e  w as  one g l o r i o u s  m o m e n t  when  we w e r e  d i m i n g  a  h i l l  

and  t h e r e ,  o u t l in ed  p e r f e c t l y  a g a i n s t  the  h o r i z o n ,  on the v e r y  c r e s t  of the  

h i l l ,  w e r e  f ive  m o t i o n l e s s  d e e r .  And then ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  s u n s e t ,  we saw  a 

g o o d - s i z e d  buck .  Lyndon  got h i s  gun, the  b u c k  m o v e d ,  s topped ,  m o v e d  

a g a in ,  Lyndon  sho t .  The  buck ,  u n d e r  a  t r e e  on the  c r e s t  of the  h i l l ,  gave  

one e n o r m o u s  bound and  f e l l  to the  g ro u n d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  we could  s e e  in the  

w an ing  l igh t ,  ou t of s ig h t .  V e r y  e x c i t e d ,  we r o d e  up the  h i l l ,  a l l  of us got 

out,  and  we w a lk e d  and  w a lk e d  and  looked  f o r  the  d e e r .  But  he  w a s  n o w h e re  

to be found. I do b e l i e v e  Lyndon h i t  h im  - - i t  w a s  a  m a r v e l l o u s  sho t .  M is s  

P o r t e r  a l l  the  w h i le  w a s  a c t in g  l ike  I would  if I w as  a t  opening  n ight  of s o m e  

g r e a t  show on B ro a d w a y .

And then  we w en t  down to A. W. ' s  h o u s e ,  s a t  a r o u n d  f o r  a  wh i le  w i th  

d r i n k s  and  r e f r e s h m e n t s ,  and  th e n  h e l i c o p t e r e d  h o m e  f o r  an  e a r l y  d in n e r  and
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an  e a r l y  bed ,  o m i t t in g  ou r  v i s i t  to C o u s in  O r e o le  th is  t i m e ,  b e c a u s e  Lyndon 

r e a l l y  w a s n ' t  f e e l in g  v e r y  w e l l ,  s i m p l y  a  m a t t e r ,  I th ink ,  of eve n tu a l ly  

c o m in g  to the  end of th a t  e n o r m o u s  e n e r g y  by v i r t u e  of hav ing  s t a y e d  up 

t i l l  abou t  two o r  t h r e e  o ' c l o c k  the  n igh t  b e f o r e .  And  I to bed  w i th  tha t  

l i n g e r i n g  m e m o r y  th a t  th i s  is  the  day  s o m e o n e  e l s e  got i n a u g u r a t e d  a s  

f o u r t h  P r e s i d e n t  of S o u th w e s t  T e x a s  S ta te  C o l l e g e .  And so the end to 

t h a t  p l a n  a s  a  w ay  to ro u n d  out a  l i fe .

1964
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