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Was the sor t  of day you could w r i te  a m u s i c a l  com ed y  about! Lyndon

told m e  when he woke up that he had a man com ing  fro m  Iowa to p resen t  him

with a ho g  - a  Y orksh ire  boar - -  and what did I think he ought to do in

return. Perhaps  should he g ive  him a ca lf  - -  an exchange of g i f t s ,  or what

ge s tu r e  could he m ak e .  And I said ,  "Well,  the le a s t  you could do is  to ask

him to lunch. " Then p r e se n t ly  I went out to the air  s tr ip  to m e e t  Nancy

N eg ley ,  who w as  fly ing in to spend the day with m e ,  going fro m  the main

house  to the guest  house  to the bir thplace  house  and the house  in Johnson

City,  and m aybe the L ew is ,  trying to fit  in many of the things we have

acquired  on our t r a v e l s .  Most  of m y  d e l i c io u s ,  co lorfu l  i t em s  from  Mexico  - -

fr o m  the trip of July '63 - -  are  s t i l l  s tored  in a c lo se t ,  and I long for a

Mexican room  at the gues t  house ,  as w e l l  as a Vic tor ian  room , and maybe  
Qy

one we w i l l  ca l l  W estern  ro o m .  Anyhow, they cer ta in ly  need so m e  p erson a l i ty  

in jected into them and s o m e  f re sh en in g -u p ,  and Nancy is just  such fun to 

walk around with and conjure  up p ic tu res  of just  how those  gay M exican  

ch i ldren  painted on t i s s u e - p a p e r  and m atted  in orange  would look with  

orange  b ed sp rea d s  and a s traw mat on the f loor .

Well ,  we had just  p r o g r e s s e d  as  far as the house  w here  Lyndon was  

born and w e re  m oving  into p la c e a d r e s s e r  that M rs .  Johnson used to use  

on H arr is  Boulevard  in the m an y  y e a r s  I v is i ted  her there ,  and putting on
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the h a n d -cro ch eted  bedspread  that Lyndon's grandmother had given us as a 

wedding gift ,  when we got a ca l l  from  Lyndon to com e  on back to the house  

right away - -  that he would l ike to have lunch as quickly as p o s s ib le ,  along 

with his fr ien d s  who w e r e  d e l iver ing  the hog.

Back we went,  and much t im e  e lap sed  while  we waited,  I gathered  

through random bits over  the talking m ach in e  that there  w e r e  quite a few  

people  at the hog presentat ion ,  so  I told the kitchen that I hoped we w e re  

having f r ied ham (which we w ere )  and g r i t s  and h o m e - m a d e  peach p r e s e r v e s ,  

and that they'd better  se t  the table for as  many as it would hold. Then when

they drove  up there  w e re  three or four c a r s  of them, and out began to pile

Athis long entourage of people ,  and Mr.  and M rs .  R ichard Joule and another —

couple  of Joules  who had brought the pr ize  Y orksh ire  boar hog a l l  the way  

f ro m  Iowa - -  but it takes  m o r e  than that to d e l iv er  a hog. T here  was  the 

P r e s id e n t  of the National  Sw in eg ro w ers '  A s s o c ia t io n ,  the P r e s id e n t  of the 

Iowa F a r m  B ro k ers '  A sso c ia t io n ,  two young people  who I think w e r e  r e la t iv e s  

of the Jo u le s ,  another couple that I didn't get  the name of, the F a r m  Editor  

of the D es  Moines  R e g i s t e r ,  and a fa r m  editor of another  paper - -  a total  

of e lev e n  in all .  They had just  f in ished ,  with ample  p ic ture-tak ing  of the 

d e l iv e r y  of the pig, including,  of c o u r se ,  S e c r e ta r y  F r e e m a n  who, f itt ing  

right into the scr ip t ,  was  our h o u segu es t .
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And then Lyndon had taken them on a tour of the ranch,  to s e e  the 

catt le  and sheep ,  the pigpen, the graveyard ,  the bir thplace  - -  al l  around.  

And, along the way they w e r e  joined by one of Lyndon's c o u s in s ,  M rs .  Phil  

Bunton, H aze l  Bunton, who had wanted to com e  over  and s e e  him and he  

said  that would be f ine,  and she had brought her  husband, her daughter  

and s o n - in - la w  and grandchild  and another re la t ive  - -  a group of s ix .

When they s tarted  pouring into the l iving room  m y face  m u st  have  

been  a s ight to s e e .  It turned out to be 18 instead of the two or three  that 

I had expected  at the beginning of the m orning .  But quick word to the 

off ice  that they could com e  to lunch at the second  table left  enough

p la c e s  for the Iowans and the Bunton kinfolks.  We sat down to a b l e s s in g  

and an am p le  fa rm  luncheon, com p le te  with S e c r e ta r y  of A gr icu l tu re ,  and 

it was  in teres t in g .

T h e s e  people  had dr iven all  the way fr o m  Iowa in two days - -  so m e  

1600 m i l e s ,  when they found that it was  p o s s ib le  to m ake  the presentat ion  

of the hog on that day. One couple  had been  in Phoenix ,  A r izon a ,  had 

interrupted their holiday p lans,  and had quickly dr iven to the l it t le  town 

of Stonewall .  Well ,  I think everybody had fun and none of them had the 

fee l ing  that it was  an unusual day at the LBJ Ranch. I did not ice  a f terwards  

\ that the large  bowl of m a t ch es  which I ca re fu l ly  keep f i l led  for v i s i to r s  to
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take home if they l ike ,  was  just  about empty.

I had a chance  for a bit of a talk with S e c r e ta r y  F r e e m a n .  I had 

asked him what m u s t  be a very  co m m o n  quest ion to him , why was the 

decl in ing fa rm  population (because  now it is  only about 8% of the population  

that is  ac tual ly  engaged in a gr icu l tu re  and we feed  this country better  than 

any people  have been  fed be fore  with just  8% of the fo lks  working at it) - -  

I a sked  h im  why does  the D epartm ent  of A gr icu l ture  keep on and on expanding  

and having a bigger  budget and having m o r e  people?  I think his  explanation  

ought to be better  known. One, he said,  are  c o n su m e r  s e r v i c e s ,  such as  

e v e r y  pound of m e a t  that you get in an ordinary  good g r o c e r y  s tore  is  

in sp ec ted  and graded by the Departm ent  of A g r icu l ture .  Many, m an y  

c o n su m e r  s e r v i c e s .  Second, r e s e a r c h  - -  the w ays  in which orange ju ice  

and other ju ice s  have been  fr o z e n  and a r r iv e d  at the table months  la ter  and 

thousands of m i l e s  away fro m  F lo r id a  or Cal i fornia  in such r e a l ly  d e l ic iou s  

condition, w e r e  invented and brought into being in the r e s e arch  lab ora tor ie s  

of the Departm ent  of A gr icu l tu re .  And then, f o r e s t r y .  I did not r e a l i z e  

that the departm ent  of f o r e s t r y  was  under A gr icu l ture .  But it is  one of 

our m ajor  c ro p s ,  so to speak. And the m i l l io n s  of a c r e s  of our national  

land that are  in the nat ional f o r e s t s  are  under the su p e r v i s io n  of the Department  

of A gr icu l tu re .  T here  w e r e  other r e a s o n s ,  I think, but that was  a quick
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s u m m a r y  or sketch .  He is a fun, in tere s t in g  man to talk to.

With the Buntons I ta I k e d  about the p o s s ib i l i t i e s  of getting cop ies  of 

old p ic tu res  - - o f  Lyndon's Mother and Father ,  his b ir thplace ,  the p lace  in 

Johnson City,  Lyndon as a child - -  anything that might  have human in teres t  

or be am u sin g  for the eventual L ibrary,  or perhaps just  to d ecora te  the 

w a l l s  in the b ir thplace  house .

And then, after they a l l  departed,  Lyndon went over  to A, W. 's ranch  

with J e s s e  and Homer T hornberry ,  and Nancy and I, getting Sandra Goodwin  

to join us ,  continued our talk,  talk, talk, to the Johnson City house ,  back by 

the L ew is ,  and on to the guesthouse ,  doing s m a l l  things,  l ike  hanging m y  

old wooden cookie  m old  of a hen with ruffled fea th ers  on the w al l  at the 

L ew is  and placing around half a dozen of the c e r a m ic  p la tes  fro m  Juan
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oSWki, with  thei:Aldana's  fac tory ,  Tlazuepaque, with  their  gay l it t le  rabbits and owls and deer

painted on them, hanging on the wall  the la r g e s t  planter fro m  Senor A ld ana. 

And, the b e s t  m o m en t  of al l ,  putting up the r e a l ly  han dsom e picture  of Lyndon,  

a d ir e c t  co lor  photograph by Git t ings that he had g iven his  Mother and that 

she had fra m ed  in an antique walnut f r a m e  in the Johnson City house .  And’ 

going through the de lightful c o l le c t io n  of things that Johnson City people  

have brought to J e s s i e  Hunter there ,  including an invi tation  to his graduation  

in 1924, a gift or loan from  Kitty Clyde Leonard. And a view of a Prohibit ion
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parade - -  banners  flying, lad ies  in long white  d r e s s e s ,  on the s t r e e t s  of e ither  

Sandy or Johnson City,  no one is  quite sure  which.

It w as  a de lightful day, with enough a c co m p l i sh m e n t  to make one's  

c o n s c i e n c e  lay at r e s t .

We got back to the house ,  had a drink, arranged for Nancy's  plane to 

fly  in and pick her  up to join her husband bird-hunting in South T e x a s ,  d i s -

co v er e d  to m y  chagrin  that E l o i s e  T hornberry  had been  there  m o s t  of the 

afternoon - -  we had thought she  had had to go along with the gen t lem en  or 

e l s e  they would be downhearted,  and had th ere fore  left  her to accom pany  

them. She had only joined them about s ix  o 'c lock .  Then about 8 or a l it t le  

after ,  the Moursunds,  the T h o rn b erry s ,  J e s s e  and Lyndon joined us at the 

ranch.  We sat  down for dinner with the V alent is  and the Goodwins.  Except  

that I m ade  a b r ie f  dinner of it b e c a u se  this is  m y  night with the Old West,  

and I went to s e e  GUNSMOKE with the r e s t  of m y  dinner on m y  lap.
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