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F r id a y ,  J a n u a ry  1st
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“P -  )New Yea r ' s  Day began  fo r  m e  w ith  b la c k  coffee and o range  ju ice  and 'O - ^  

good r e s o lu t io n s .  I 'm  about five pounds o r  m o re  h e a v ie r  than  I 'd  like to be,, 

and Lyndon is about 20 pounds h e a v ie r .  I .hope to cozen , bu lly  and b ra g  

on h im  enough to b r in g  it down in the next two m o n th s .  And a f te r  h is  be t 

l a s t  n ight w ith  Don T h o m as ,  when they  both  w eighed, I have an  a lly .

I spen t the m o rn in g  in  th a t  lo n g -n e ed ed  fe m a le  c h o re  of c le a n in g  

c lo s e ts ,  f inding such  d e le c ta b le  th ings as  l e t t e r s  f ro m  m y  Daddy w r i t te n  

to m e  a t  St. M a ry 's  in 1929 and b rough t out in a .d u s ty  box f ro m  the old 

b r ic k  s to r e  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago. And a cam p a ig n  button  fo r  D ick R u s s e l l  

in 1952. The m o rn in g 's  w o rk  r e s u l te d  in one good c lean  c lo se t ,  m an y  

c h o re s  la id  out to do, and hopes of r e tu rn in g  in the  S pring  without en tou rage  

to get th is  house  in o r d e r ,  m ak e  the Johnson  City house  re a d y  fo r  som e 

s o r t  of public  u se ,  and p e rh a p s  co m p le te  the l i t t le  house  tha t Lyndon w as 

b o rn  in.

The day w as beau tifu l,  and our l a s t  day h e re ,  so we d id n 't  want 

to w a s te  m u c h  of it  in d o o rs .  A f te r  a qu ick  and e a r ly  lunch, Lyndon and 

I h e l ic o p te re d  ov er  to A. W . 's ,  p ick ed  h im  and M a r ia l le n  up, and flew to 

th e  Haywood R anch , to r id e  a ro u n d  by c a r  up and down ov er  the w a te r f ro n t ,  

p lanning  w hat lo ts  m ig h t  be sold  w e s t  of the Haywood house i t s e l f ,  w h ere  

t h e r e  is  good w a te r f ro n t  and som e lovely  l a rg e  live  oak t r e e s ,  about a  

c i ty  b lock  o r  two back  f ro m  the w a te r .  We a r e  going to need  som eth ing  - -
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F r id a y ,  J a n u a ry  1st (continued)

som eth ing  out of c a p i ta l  - - t o  live on th e se  nex t four y e a r s ,  w ith  the so u rc e  

of KTBC d r ie d  up. It w as  a  b lue and gold day. How fo r tu n a te  w e 'v e  b een  

a l l  th e se  th i r t e e n  days  w e 'v e  been  here.^

F r o m  th e re  to  the N icho lson  and then  to M ary  M a r g a r e t 's  lake  house 

and, f ina lly ,  to w ard s  su n se t  b ack  to the L B J R anch, having p icked  up J e s s e  

a long the way, to be jo ined  by T om  and M ary  Jo  M ille r  and Don and Jane  

T h o m as .  And p r e t ty  soon M arv in  and M a ria n  W atson flew up. One of the 

h a p p ie s t  th ings about the f i r s t  day  of J a n u a ry  '65: M arv in  W atson  is  going 

to w o rk  fo r  u s .

We w atched  the T e x a s -A la b a m a  foo tba ll  g am e , w ith  T ex as  winning 

in  an  exciting  c liff -hang ing  g am e , and then  I saw a  g r e a t ,  b row n ju icy  

tu rk e y ,  one of T om  M il l e r 's  own, com e out of the oven, and I took o ccas io n  

to r e m in d  T o m  and a l l  the g u e s ts  how m a n y  y e a r s  - - i t  m u s t  be a q u a r te r  

of a  c e n tu ry  - -  th a t  w e 'v e  been  ea ting  Tom  M ille r  tu rk e y s  a t  Thanksgiv ing  

o r  C h r i s tm a s .  And we a l l  s a t  down to a d e l ic io u s  T hanksg iv ing  d in n e r  fmct 

d i in i i r , w ith  M ild red  S teg a ll  and M a r ie  and the o th e r  s e c r e t a r i e s .

T h is  l a s t  y e a r  Don has  e m e rg e d  so m u ch  into the a r e n a  of s u c c e s s  

th a t  w e 'v e  p r a c t ic a l ly  lo s t  h im  f ro m  our g roup , bu t in sp ite  of engaging 

in defea ting  som e of the top c o rp o ra t io n  la w y e rs  in the W estinghouse  c a s e ,  

he s t i l l  h a s  tha t deligh tfu l E a s t  T ex as  co u n try -b o y  m a n n e r .
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F r id a y ,  J a n u a ry  1st (continued)

Today  is  the l a s t  r e s p i t e  b e fo re  back  to the big job, and we have m ad e  

the b e s t  of i t .  I t ' s  been  a  good day. A f te rw a rd s ,  a round  the f i r e  - -  com p an io n -

ab le ,  c r a c k l in g  f i r e  - -  we c a l led  in Dale M eeks and D ale M alechek  and ta lked  

o v e r  tho rough ly  the  p lan  of pu tting  about 300 a c r e s  into c o a s ta l  B e rm u d a ,  in -

c luding ca ll ing  the G o v ern o r  and getting  h is  fu ll  d i re c t io n s  on when to do it, 

how to s u p e rv is e  i t .  We a r e  getting  the s p r ig s  f ro m  h im , and I 'm  a lm o s t  

a s  i n t e r e s t e d  in  i t  a s  in so m e  of L yndon 's  le g is la t iv e  p r o g r a m s .  '
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