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Sunday, J a n u a ry  3 rd

How th a t  m ov ie  F a i l   S afe could  p o s s ib ly  have b een  so t e r r i f i c  I 

d o n ’t  know, b u t fo r  som e happy re a s o n  I s le p t la te ,  en ca se d  in  a k ind of co tton  

w ool cocoon w hile  I h e a rd  Lyndon ta lk in g  to  D r .  G ould and o v e r  the  phone to 

v a r io u s  peop le  f ro m  abou t e igh t o 'c lo c k  on, bu t d e lic io u s ly  re la x e d , so  th a t 

I on ly  r e a l ly  woke up in  tim e  to h u r r ie d ly  d r e s s  fo r  ch u rch , the  N a tio n a l C ity  

C h r is t ia n  C h u rch , fo r  w hich  we le f t about 10:50, with M arv in  and  M a ria n  W atson - -  

su ch  fine  p eo p le , and I a m  so  in  hopes th ey  w ill find  ju s t  th e  s o r t  of p lace  

th ey  w ant to  liv e  and  w ill b eco m e a p a r t  of the  o ffic ia l fam ily .

On th e  w ay out of c h u rch  w e m ad e  p lan s  w ith  D r . G eo rg e  D avis fo r  

a  b r ie f  s e rv ic e  fo r  a  few in v ited  f r ie n d s  th e  m o rn in g  of In a u g u ra l D ay. Then 

w hen we got b a c k  to  th e  W hite H ouse, ju s t  on an  im p u lse  Lyndon sa id , " L e t 's  

d r iv e  ou t to  A rlin g to n  C e m e te ry  to  P r e s id e n t  K en n ed y 's  g r a v e .” We d id . The 

long lin e  of peop le  is  s h o r te r  now, i t  is  m o re  o rd e r ly ,  bu t th e  s lig h t p ick e t 

fen ce  and th e  w e a th e r -w o rn  s e rv ic e  caps a r e  s t i l l  a  r a th e r  j a r r in g  no te  to  the 

d ig n ity  and  p e rm a n e n c e  th a t  you look  fo r .  The view is  one fo r  th e  ag es  - -  

s tr a ig h t  a s  an  a rro w  a c r o s s  th e  b r id g e  to  th e  L in co ln  M e m o ria l. S u rp r is in g ly , 

we e luded  the  p r e s s .

We re tu rn e d  to  the  W hite H ouse, and I took  the  G oulds on a to u r  of 

th e  f i r s t  f lo o r .  The c re c h e  w as s t i l l  up, and  th e  C h r is tm a s  t r e e ,  and  young, 

r e d -h a i r e d ,  b r ig h t M rs .  G ould, who u se d  to  be h is  n u rs e  b e fo re  they  m a r r ie d ,
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Sunday, J a n u a ry  3 rd  (continued)

had a  -w ide-eyed in te r e s t  in  e v e ry th in g , a s  d id  D r . Gould h im se lf , F o r  a l l  th a t 

he had  a tten d e d  P r e s id e n t  K ennedy, I g a th e re d  th a t he had not se e n  m uch  of the  

W hite H ouse , a t le a s t  in  th e  w ay in  w hich  w e liv e  in  i t .

T hen  Lyndon had a  co n fe re n c e  w ith  K e rm it G ordon . H e 's  liv ed  w ith  

the  B udget fo r  th e s e  l a s t  s e v e ra l  w e e k s . And ca lm , p o s itiv e  K e rm it, a lw ays 

w e ll b ack ed  w ith  h is  hom e w o rk  done and h is  in fo rm a tio n  on h is  to n g u e 's  tip , 

h as  b eco m e  one of the peop le  I a d m ire  m o s t .  Lyndon has long a d m ire d  h im .

The W atso n s, the  G oulds, K e rm it,  Lyndon and I had  a  la te  lunch , 

w ith  Z ep h y r cooking, inc lud ing  som e of th a t r e d -h o t  v en iso n  sa u sa g e , th is  

y e a r 's  v in ta g e .

And th en  I caugh t up on so m e d e sk  w o rk  w hile  Lyndon took  a  nap, 

and  w e b o th  w atch ed  te le v is io n . Lyndon w as c o n s ta n tly  on the  phone - - i n  la b o r , 

so  to  sp e a k  - -  w ith  the  S ta te  of th e  U nion M e ssa g e , w ith  D ick  Goodwin, B ill  

M o y e rs , H o rac e  B u sb y .

A bout s e v e n - th ir ty  C la rk  C liffo rd  cam e o v e r - -  M a rgery's  s ic k  w ith  

the  f lu  - -  and  we r e a d  w hat m ay  be  c lo se  to  the  f in a l v e r s io n  of th is  honed and 

h a m m e re d -o u t and  re m o ld e d  S ta te  of the U nion. C la rk  in  h is  c a lm  c a re fu l  

m a n n e r  took  a  few n o te s  - -  v e ry  a n a ly tic a l .  I had  a  chance to  d is c u s s  w ith  

h im , and  he w ith  Lyndon, the  ho u seh o ld  p ro b le m  of u tm o s t im p o rta n c e  to  m e ,

r ^ .
D r . G ould say s  L y n d o n 's  th ro a t  is  g re a t ly  im p ro v ed , and  he w ill r e tu r n  to m o rro w
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Sunday, J a n u a ry  3 rd  (continued)

b e fo re  he m ak es  th e  S ta te  of th e  U nion M essag e  to  give i t  a  l a s t  t r e a tm e n t .

L ynda B ird  cam e in  f ro m  New Y ork , and  life  flow s th ro u g h  the house 

w h en ev e r she  c o m e s .

C
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