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M onday, J a n u a ry  4th

One of the  b ig  days of the  y e a r  fo r  us - -  the  S ta te  of the  Union 

M essa g e !  A t n ine  o 'c lo c k  ton igh t - -  the f i r s t  t im e  i t ' s  b een  a t  n ight s in ce  

FD R, c re a t in g  qu ite  a  f u r o r  w ith  the p r e s s  c o rp s .

T his  m o rn in g  w as a  m o r a s s  of d e sk  w o rk .  W ith B e s s  A bell  on 

house  g u es t  a r r a n g e m e n ts  fo r  the  i n a u g u r a t io n  - -  th e r e  a r e  about tw enty  

now - -  and  w hat b e d la m  i t  w ill  b e  in  L u c i ’s ro o m , w ith  th r e e  l i t t le  g i r l s ,  

two in  L u c i 's  bed  and one on a  cot, and  a l l  of th e m  u s in g  the  s a m e  b a th ro o m , 

f r a n t ic a l ly  getting  d r e s s e d  fo r  the  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  evening in th e i r  l iv e s  in  

f ro n t  of the  s a m e  m i r r o r .  W ith A shton  on c o r re s p o n d e n c e .  And th en  

f r a n t ic a l ly  juggling t ic k e ts  fo r  the  S ta te  of the  Union ton igh t.  I t ' s  a  v e ry  

doubtful b le s s in g  to be  ab le  to  d isp e n se  fa v o rs !  I f in a lly  wound up with 

K e r m i t  G ordon  - -  who has w o rk ed  h a r d e r ?  - -  on the s te p  s e a t  b e s id e  the 

th r e e  of u s ,  Lynda , L u c i  and I, and B i l l  B a x te r ,  ou r  E p isc o p a l  m in i s t e r ,  

on the  ad jo in ing  one . D iana  and R oxanne G eo rg e ,  B e s s  A bell,  L ibby  Rowe, 

and  S am  H ouston  - -  and a t  th e  l a s t  m in u te ,  b e c a u s e  I had a sk ed  the  th re e  

top C ab in e t w ives  - -  V irg in ia  R u sk , M a rg y  M c N a m a ra ,  and P h y l l is  D illon, 

to  s h a r e  the  f ro n t  row w ith  m e  - -  t h e r e  w as ro o m  on s tep  s e a ts  fo r  th r e e  

of the  w ives  w hose  husbands  had  w o rk ed  h a r d e s t  on the  p ro d u c t  we l i s te n e d  

to  - -  Ju d ith  M o y e rs ,  M a ry  V. B usby , and S a n d ra  Goodwin.

( 7 ^  B e s s  and I lunched  on a  t r a y  and th en  I had coffee w ith  Lyndon.

I h e a r  the  house  had te e m e d  th is  m o rn in g  w ith  a  whole p lan e lo ad  of people
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up f ro m  D alla s  to w a tch  the s w e a r in g - in  of th e i r  new C o n g re s sm a n ,  E a r le  

C ab e ll .

In the  a f te rn o o n  Lyndon had  a good long r e s t ,  and then  ju s t  soup 

and  a  sandw ich  b e fo re  the  sp eech .

L ynda in  h e r  lov e ly  w hite  b ro c a d e ,  s ta tu e sq u e  and beau tifu l,  and  

L u c i  in  h e r  b la c k  v e lv e t  su i t  w ith  a  w hite  chiffon b lo u se ,  and I in  m y  b la c k  

b ro c a d e  c o c k ta i l  su it ,  w en t up to g e th e r  a  l i t t le  b i t  ah ead  of t im e  to take  our 

s e a t s  in  the  f ro n t  row , holding a  copy of th e  sp eech ,  to s a y  hello  on the  way 

, in  to o u r  g u es ts  and w ave a t  people  in  the  a d jo in ing g a l l e r i e s .  It is  a lw ays
' C  I

a d r a m a t ic  m o m e n t  to  com e b a c k  to  the  H il l .  The S ta te  of the  Union is  like  

an  opening n igh t.  It is  indeed  th e  beg inn ing  of the y e a r ,  fu ll  of an tic ip a t io n  

and e x c i te m e n t .

The C o u r t  f i led  in, m in u s  Hugo B lack ,  the  C abine t,  the  D ip lo m atic  

C o rp s  - -  and th is  y e a r  I d id n 't  see  a s in g le  one in  th e i r  na tive  c o s tu m e s .  I 

r e g r e t  the  p a s s in g  of th a t .  It m a k e s  the  w o r ld  g r e y e r .  How can  A ngie m an ag e  

th e m ?  T h e re  w e re  only  abou t - -  I th ink  about 80 - -  when he cam e  in  so 

s h o r t  a  w hile  ago , and now th e r e  a r e  117. And w ith  a  v e r y  s m a l l  D iplom atic . 

G a l le ry  n ex t  to  us - -  I b e l iev e  i t  holds about 37 p o s s ib ly  - -  and fo r  the w ives  of 

th e  d ip lo m a ts  i t ' s  on a  f i r s t - c o m e ,  f i r s t - s e r v e d  b a s i s .  But I h e a r  they  have 

to s ta t io n  so m e  P ro to c o l  O ff ic e r  in  a  good s e a t  co m m e i l  fau t who does NOT
V.”
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a r r i v e  e a r ly ,  and if  she  d id n ’t  get a  s e a t  i t  would be  a d ip lo m a tic  in c id en t.

D uring  the  day  I had  h e a rd  th a t  C h a r l ie  H a lleck  had b een  defea ted  

b y  G e ra ld  F o r d  as  M in o r i ty  L e a d e r ,  n u m b e r  two m a n  fo r  the R ep u b lican s .

No s u r p r i s e  - -  G e ra ld  F o rd  is  young and v ig o ro u s  and  in te l l ig en t ,  and w o rth y  

of lead in g .  B ut t h e r e 's  a lw ays so m eth in g  a  l i t t le  sad  in  the  p a s s in g  of one of 

the  w ie ld e r s  of po w er ,  though in  th is  c a se  one r e m e m b e r s  th a t  i t  w as only s ix  

y e a r s  b e fo re  th a t  C h a r l ie  H a lle c k  did e x a c t ly  the s a m e  th ing  to  lovab le  Jo e  

M a r t in .

T h e re  w e re  d r a m a t ic  m o m e n ts  a s  one looked down on the f lo o r  - -  ' 

C h a r l ie  H a lle c k  s i t t in g  a lone , and S e n a to r  S t ro m  T hurm ond  s tr id in g  up to 

g r e e t  h im , new ly  e n sc o n se d  on the R ep u b lican  s id e .  And John  T ow er,  now 

once m o re  the  lone R ep u b lican  in  th e  T ex as  d e lega tion , b e r e f t  of his  co lleagues  

f r o m  D a lla s  and  M id land . Som ebody sa id ,  "T h o se  L o u is ia n a  boys a r e  s u re  

tak in g  o v e r ,  " speak ing  of H ale  Boggs and R u s s e l l  Long, who ju s t  won the  

n u m b e r  two p la c e  v a c a te d  by  H um phrey , a g a in s t  the fo rm id a b le  opposition  

of P a s to r e  and  M ike M onroney , r a t h e r  s u rp r i s in g  m e  in  view of h is  vote on 

c iv i l  r ig h ts  and  M e d ic a re  and the  D e m o c ra t ic  P a r t y ' s  lo s in g  L o u is ia n a .

B ut ev e ry b o d y  knows h im  a s  a  f ig h te r ,  and i t ' s  so e a s y  to l ike  h im .

And th en  F is h b a i t  M i l le r ,  b o rn  fo r  the  s ta g e ,  announcing  "T he  

_ P r e s id e n t  of the  U nited  S ta te s .  "
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c - -C., 1965 .

M onday, J a n u a ry  4th (con tinued)

And th en  - -  how m an y  t im e s  have I s een  i t  happen, but i t  is  new in  

th is  ro ta t io n  - -  Lyndon com ing  in  w ith  th e  l e a d e r s  of bo th  P a r t i e s ,  everyone  

r i s i n g  and c lapp ing  - - a  m o m e n t  to  be  sa v o re d !  And then  up to the  S p e a k e r 's  

p la t fo rm ,  s tand ing  in  f ro n t  of S p e a k e r  M c C o rm a c k  and P r e s id e n t  P r o  T em  

of the  S en a te  H ayden, a  p ic tu re  to r e m e m b e r .

And th en  the  sp e e c h  he h as  la b o re d  on so  h a rd  the  l a s t  s ix  o r  seven  

d a y s .  I t  l a s t e d  about fifty  m in u te s .  T h e re  w e r e  about tw e n ty -se v e n  a p p lau ses ,  

The R ep u b lican s  w e re  m o s t ly  quite qu ie t,  ex cep t  fo r  l in es  about N ationa l 

^  s t r e n g th  and about holding down the  budge t,  and th e r e  w as one m o m e n t w hen 

L yndon sa id ,  "We cut out w a s te  l a s t  y e a r ,  and we a r e  going to do b e t t e r  th is  

y e a r ,  " and  so m ebody  sa id ,  "A ttaboy, L y n d o n ."

I l ik ed  b e s t  the  ac cen t  on educa tion , on m e d ic a l  r e s e a r c h ,  and 

on N a tio n a l  b e a u ty .  The p r e s e r v a t io n  of the  b e a u ty  of A m e r ic a  a long the

h ighw ays , in  the  c i t i e s ,  in  ̂ National P a r k s  - - the'^'green le g a c y  fo r  to m o r r o w .
' !

I hope we do so m eth in g  about i t  in  our fo u r  y e a r s  h e r e .

The end of the sp e e c h  w as s h e e r  p o e try ,  and you could t e l l  when

Lyndon got in to  i t  th a t  he loved  i t .  I t  had a  l i l t  and  a  song and a  cadence  - -  •

abou t the  rugged , a r id  land  a long  the P e d e r n a le s  w h e re  he grew up, and how

m a n  had  m ad e  so m e th in g  b e t t e r  out of i t .

^  On the  w ay  out of the  C h am b er  he looked up and w aved to the(f''
c h i ld re n  and m e .  And th en  we w ent down and jo in ed .h im  in  the S p e a k e r 's
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R oom  fo r  p ic tu re s  and  fo r  ta lk in g  to the L e a d e rs h ip .

In a l l ,  I a m  happy w ith  i t ,  though th e r e  w ill  be so m e  n e w sp a p e rm e n  

who w il l  s a y  i t  w as  too M o th er  H ubbard , p r o m is e d  too m uch , hoped fo r  too 

m u ch .

A f te rw a rd  we d ropped  L u c i a t  the  W hite H ouse and w ent on w ith  

L ynda  to  the  F  S t r e e t  Club - -  the  f i r s t  .tim e I have b een  to the F  S t r e e t  Club 

in  ag es  and  ag es  - -  has i t  b e e n  s in ce  Lyndon b e c a m e  P r e s id e n t ?  It w as 

n ic e  to be  g re e te d  a t  the  door ag a in  by  T im o th y . We shook hands ,  and then
' s '

■ «<
in  to se e  a  g a th e r in g  of the  w onderfu l  young b eau tifu l  peop le  - -  a l l  of the  

m o s t  a t t r a c t iv e  fo lks  in  town.

I soon found a  q u ie t  c o r n e r  w ith  M ike M onroney  and l i s te n e d  fo r  

a  long t im e  about h is  t r i p  to Saigon, f ro m  w hich  he had ju s t  r e tu rn e d .  M o re  

o p t im is t ic  th an  anyth ing  I ’ve h e a rd ,  but a  s k i r m is h  w ith  two wounded tu rn s  

out to  be  in  th is  c o u n try  a  tw o -co lu m n  h ead lin e .

S e n a to r  and M r s .  S co tt  w e re  am ong the  v e r y  few R epublicans  

t h e r e .  And he c a m e  o v e r  and, a m a z in g ly  enough, s a id  so m e  v e r y  n ice  

th ings  about Lyndon, am ong th e m  " I  to ld  h im  he could have m y  vote  any  

t im e  he needed  i t . "

I had  a  m o m e n t  w ith  J im m y  R o o se v e l t ,  du r in g  w hich  we d is c u s s e d  

th e  p ic tu re  of h is  F a th e r  - -  I have long w anted  one - - t o  hang in Lyndon 's
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office .  Oddly, P r e s i d e n t  R o o se v e l t  had  v e r y  few p o r t r a i t s  done. John  W alk er  

of the  N a tio n a l G a l le ry  had to ld  m e th a t  J a m e s  R o o se v e l t  had one of the  few 

in  e x is te n c e ,  and he o f fe red  i t  to  us - -  on loan , I su p p o se .  It w as  an  in te re s t in g  

s to r y .  The a r t i s t  had  f in ish ed  pa in ting  i t  in  G e rm a n y  about the  t im e  the  N az i 

r e g im e  s e t  in .  He w as a  J e w .  It w as  sm u g g led  out and even tu a lly  r e a c h e d  

th e  R o o se v e l t  fa m ily .

N ancy  and D ick  have ju s t  bought M erry w o o d , the  b eau tifu l  c o u n try  

hom e of J a n e t  A u ch in c lo ss ,  M r s .  K en n ed y 's  M o th e r .  I w as p ro u d  to  look 

a c r o s s  the ro o m  and s e e  th a t  Lynda B i rd  w as  one of the p r e t t i e s t  young w om en 

th e r e ,  b u t not so con ten t w hen I got hom e about tw elve  to find th a t  she had 

b e a t  us th e r e  by about th i r ty  m in u te s .  She sa id ,  "W ell, M o th e r ,  did you s e e  

any  h an d so m e young s in g le  m e n  t h e r e ? "

As we le f t ,  t h e r e  w e re  a  group of s tu d en ts  a c r o s s  f ro m  the  F  S t r e e t  

C lub. Lyndon w en t o v e r  and shook hands w ith  th e m .  We had th a t  fee ling  of 

e la t io n  of a  h a rd  day  go tten  th ro u g h , and r a t h e r  c re d i ta b ly ,  too . So now we 

a r e  off to th e  r e a l  s t a r t  in  1965.
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