
I sp en t a l l  day  in  the  N e v e r-N e v e r  L and of c lo th e s . Up a t  sev en  to  

c a tc h  an  e ig h t o 'c lo c k  p lan e  to  New Y o rk  w ith  R obin  Duke and h e r  d au g h te r, 

e n ro u te  b a c k  to  M iss  P o r t e r 's  School I th in k .

A ll d ay  long in  the  h igh  su ite  in  the  C a r lto n , the Tow er of the  

Fa i r y  Pr in c e s s .  I a lw ays fe e l w hen I s te p  a c ro s s  the  th re sh h o ld  th a t th a t 

is  th e  w ay to  d e s c r ib e  i t .  John  M oore cam e to  see  m e , b rin g in g  th e  yellow  

b a l l  gown w ith  m a tch in g  co a t and sab le  s le e v e s  th a t he is  d es ig n in g  and I am  

buying  th ro u g h  N iem an  M a rc u s . The co a t is  e leg an t, r e g a l .  The d re s s  - -  

w e ll, w e 'l l  have to  w a it and s e e .  I g u ess  th e  a n sw e r  is  I 'm  ju s t  no t the  

ty p e  fo r  sk e tc h e s  and sw a tc h e s . I 'm  a g o - in - a n d - l o o k - o n - t h e - r a c k ,  

p u t- th e m -o n -a n d -w e a r - th e m -o u t  ty p e .

And th en  Kandi Ohno ca m e . I th in k  h e 's  doing som e good th ings 

fo r  m e  and I 'm  so glad  th ro u g h  R obin  I m ad e  h is  a cq u a in ta n c e .

And th en  M rs .  G im b e l  o f S aks F if th  A venue - -  S ophie, who d esig n ed  

th e  r e d  e n se m b le  I am  w e a rin g  fo r  the  In a u g u ra l c e re m o n y  i t s e l f  - -  c o a t and 

d r e s s .  O nce m o re , th e  c o a t is  young, s h a rp , and th e  d r e s s  is  a  q u es tio n  

m a rk .

A dolpho c a m e . We v e ry  fo rtu n a te ly  th ro u g h  M rs .  G im be l 's  help  

found ju s t  the  r ig h t  p iec e  of re d  v e lo u r   to  m ake a  h a t fo r  the s u it .  The 

           whol e  th in g  has  a  v o c a b u la ry  a l l  i ts  own, and  the  b ig g e s t s in  s e e m s  to  be

to  have the sa m e  d r e s s  as  som ebody  e lse  and  to  show up a t  th e  sam e  p a r ty
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in  i t .  I keep  on su p p re s s in g  a  d e s ir e  to  g igg le , and I have the f e e l in g  I 'm  

going b a c k  to  b e in g  m e v e ry  s h o r tly . B ut a t  le a s t  it*s a new w o rld  to  le a rn ,  

and R obin  is  so  know ledgeab le , s h a rp  and k in d ly  about i t ,  a lthough  I th in k  

h e r  p a tie n c e  even  is  th re a d b a re  a t th is  p o in t.

W hen I le f t  ab o u t fo u r o 'c lo c k  th e  d o w n s ta irs  w as lin ed  w ith  

p h o to g ra p h e rs . I p au sed  long enough fo r  th em  to  get w hat tu rn e d  out to  

be a  r a th e r  n ice  goodbye p ic tu re ,  and  the  n ex t day  found th a t  th ey  had b een  

on hand  a l l  day  w aitin g  fo r  ev e ry o n e  who e n te re d  w ith  boxes o r  ex ited , 

a sk in g  q u e s tio n s , tak in g  p ic tu re s .  I g u ess  i t 's  b e c a u se  i t 's  su ch  a  s iz a b le  

in d u s try .

I got b a c k  to  the  W hite H ouse in  t im e  to  have a  d e l ic ious h o u r 

w ith  L ynda B ird . She w as p lay in g  a  r e c o rd  f ro m  M a ry  P o p p in s . I c u r le d  

up on th e  b e d  and  l is te n e d . T h e re  w as a  l in e  th a t  w en t, "A  Spoon F u ll of 

S u g a r G oes a  L ong, Long W ay, T ake a  H alf a  H elp ing  E v e ry  D ay, " a l l  

ab o u t a  s u c c e s s fu l  E n g lish  fa m ily  w ith  a  r a th e r  s te r n  fa th e r  who d id n 't 

have tim e  fo r  th e i r  two c h ild re n , and  how th e  two c h ild re n  w e re  grow ing 

up r a th e r  lo n e ly , u n til  a  F a iry -G o d m o th e r - l ik e  N anny n am ed  M a ry  P opp ins 

cam e in to  th e i r  life  w ith  th is  ph ilosophy : "G rin d , g rin d , g rin d  a t  the
jQA-Q* —  I

g rin d s to n e , w hile  ch ildhood  s lip s  lik e  san d  th ro u g h  a  sieve"  And suddenly

up th e y 'v e  grow n, and  th en  th ey  have flow n, and th en  th e r e 's  no tim e  fo r  you 

to  g iv e ."

- 2 -



1965

o

W ell, I 'm  b etw ix t and  b e tw een . L ynda and L u c i a re  no t n eg lec ted  

enough fo r  m e  to  ge t a  g u ilt com plex , I b e lie v e , b u t I indeed  have  lo s t  som e 

of th e  joy  - -  "A  Spoonful of S u g a r M akes th e  M edic ine  Go Down" - -  th a t 

w ill be  one of o u r p a s sw o rd s , L y n d a ’s an d  m in e .

T hen we w ent out in to  the  h a ll, and who should  we se e  th e re  w ith  

D addy b u t Bob and M arg y  M cN am ara , q u ie tly  en sco n ced  on th e  so fa  having 

a  d r in k . I w as ju s t  d e lig h ted  to  see  th e m . Lyndon had  a p p a re n tly  k idnapped  

th e m  and b ro u g h t th e m  o v e r  fo r  a  q u ie t d in n e r , ju s t  the fo u r of u s .  Lynda  

cam e  in  and jo in ed  u s , and I le t  th e m  s e e , bu t no t h e r  D addy, th e  m o s t 

h i la r io u s  p ic tu re  of the y e a r  - -  th e  b ea u tifu l C h r is tm a s  t r e e  in  the  W hite 

H ouse and  by  i t ,  C h a r lo t te  F o rd , r e c e n t ly  ch o sen  a s  one of the b e s t - d r e s s e d  

young w om en in  the  U nited  S ta te s , e leg an t, s im p le , and  L ynda B ird , five 

fe e t ten ,, in  lo a fe rs  and  long so c k s , a  r e d  w ool M e rr im e k o  th a t  looks lik e  

a  M uuM uu, and  a  g re a t  b ig  b e a u tifu l s m ile .  P ro u d  as  I am  of h e r ,  and 

a m u sin g  a s  th e  p ic tu re  r e a l ly  i s ,  I d o n 't  know w h e th e r  I can  le t  h e r  send  

i t  ou t to  C h a r lo tte . T h e re  w as a n o th e r  of h e r ,  s im i la r ly  d r e s s e d ,  by  the 

c r e c h e .  She sa id , "B ut, M am a, I d id n ’t  have tim e  to  ch ange . The p h o to g ra p h e r 

w as th e re  and  he co u ld n ’t  w a i t ."

We s a t  down to  a  q u ie t d in n e r  and th e  ta lk  ra n g e d  th e  f ie ld   f r om  

L y n d o n 's  r e c e n t  m e e tin g  w ith  a g roup  of la b o r  l e a d e r s .  He fe lt  v e ry

T u e sd ay , J a n u a ry  5th (continued)

- 3 -



0 - . ,

unhappy th a t  th e i r  c o n v e rsa tio n  w ith  h im  had  no t b e e n  abou t M e d ic a re  and 

p o v e r ty  and tra in in g  and ed u ca tio n , th e  th ings th a t he thought th e ir  c o n s ti-  

tu en cy  w ould w an t th e m  to  ta lk  abou t, bu t abou t in tm n e c in e  w a rs  - - w h o  w as 

going to  be head  of w hat union , and  r a th e r  m in o r  ap p o in tm en ts  a ffec tin g  

la b o r .  It w as a  f ru s t r a t in g  and d ish e a r te n in g  s o r t  of m e e tin g . It se em s  

th a t M cD onald  is  in  d an g e r  of be ing  p u sh ed  out of h is  union  com m and  by 

M r .  A b e l . To m e , R e u th e r  is  the  m o s t in te re s t in g , one on th e  h o riz o n  

in  la b o r , and I g a th e re d  f ro m  bo th  M cN am ara  and Lyndon th a t th ey  c o n s id e r
/

h im  a t  once th e  m o s t fo rm id a b le  a d v e r s a r y  and th e  a b le s t  and , I th ink
\

s e c r e t ly  p e rh a p s  the  m o s t l ik a b le . M eanw hile ag ing  M r. M eany on h is
••

cane  c lin g s  v e ry  d u ra b ly  to  h is  p o w er.

M a rg y  and  Bob had  had  a  v e ry  w o n d erfu l tim e  sk iin g , b u t Bob did  

n o t lo o k  r e s te d  enough. I suppose  the s lin g s  and a r ro w s  a r e  in e v itab ly  

g e ttin g  th ro u g h  to  h im .
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