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W ednesday, Ja n u a ry  6 th

T h e  S p e a k e r’ s b ir th d a y  w as a b u sy  day fo r  m e , l ik e  som e o f the  

b u s ie s t  o f la s t  y e a r. A t  te n  o 'c lo c k  th e re  w as the d ed ica tion  o f the  Sa m  

R a y b u rn  s ta tu e  in  the  new R a y b u rn  H o u se  O ffic e  B u ild in g . I t  w as by F e l ix  

de W e ld o n  and i s  a g if t  o f the  T e x a s  S ta te  S o c ie ty . T h e  outcom e o f the  long , 

long  c o n v e rsa tio n s  and in v e s tig a tio n s  o f a r t i s t s  fo r  p o r t r a i t s  and so fo r th  in  

the  c o m m itte e  o f w h ic h  I  have been the  c h a irm a n , b e fo re  th a t N o ve m b e r 22nd .

I  le f t  the  W h ite  H o u se  w ith  L i z  and P e r le  M e s ta  - -  she too w as a 

g re a t f r ie n d  and a d m ire r  o f the  S p e a k e r's  and i t ' s  n ice to  have h e r a long .

W e found o u rs e lv e s  in  a s m a ll  ro tu n d a  w h e re  the  la rg e r - th a n - l i fe  s ta tu e  

i s  on a p e d e sta l, and g ro u p s o f f r ie n d s  and re la t iv e s  o f M r .  S a m 's ,  m o s t ly  

T e x a n s , w e re  ga thered  a ro u n d , f i l l in g  the  s ta irc a s e  on each s id e . I t  w as a 

b r ie f ,  c o lo r fu l,  n o s ta lg ic  c e re m o n y , w ith  W r ig h t  P a tm a n  as M a s te r  o f 

C e re m o n ie s . T h e  p re se n ta tio n  o f c o lo rs ,  the N a tio n a l A n th e m , the C ha p la in  

o f the  H o u se  m a k in g  the  In v o c a tio n . F e l i x  de W e ld o n 's  re m a rk s  - -  th is  i s  h is ;  

g if t ,  a v e ry  ge ne ro us th in g ,   And th e n  B o b  B a r t le y  a c tu a lly  u n ve ile d  the  

s ta tu e . I  th in k  i t ' s  good  enough bronze - - in  fa c t, no s ta tu a ry  i s  m y  m e d iu m .

C o lo r b r in g s  to  l i fe  - - a  p o r t r a i t  does - -  m o re  re a d ily  to  m y  h e a rt and eyes 

the  m an th a t i t  p o r t ra y s .  A nd the n  I  gave m y  l i t t le  b i t ty  ded ica tion  speech.

T h i s  one w as e a sy . " T h e  f i r s t  m o m e n t S a m  R a y b u rn  s e t eyes on th is  H i l l  w as
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W ednesday, Ja n u a ry  6 th  (c on tinue d )

a day in  M a rc h  1 9 1 3 . H e  a r r iv e d  f ro m  T e x a s ' o ld  F o u r th  D i s t r ic t  and stepped  

o ut o f U n io n  S ta t io n  to  see b e fo re  h im  the b re a th ta k in g  beauty o f the g lis te n in g  

w h ite  C a p ito l D o m e . I t  w a s love  a t f i r s t  s ig h t, ” and so on, to  the  end. " T h e  

H o u se  o f R e p re se n ta t iv e s  w as h is  g re a t lo v e . He w as a t once i t s  m a s te r  and 

i t s  s e rv a n t.  T h e re  w a s n 't  anyone in  the  U n ite d  S ta te s  who c o u ld n 't see the  

Sp e a k e r, i f  th e y  w e re  w i l l in g  to  s i t  a s p e ll .  T o  the  d ism a y  o f h is  s ta f f ,  he 

made h is  own a p p o in tm e n ts, o fte n  on the back o f an o ld  envelope in  h is  h ip  

pocket, and he re a d  h is  own m a il.  "  M uc h  o f th is  w as a quote f ro m  a speech  

th a t Ly n d o n  had made in  the  S p e a k e r's  h o n o r tw o m o n th s a f te r  h is  death, b u t 

i t  c o u ld n 't h ave been sa id  b e tte r ,  n o r could I  have quoted anyone who loved h im  

m o re  and p ro f ite d  m o re  f ro m  h is  y e a rs  o f com p a nio nsh ip  w ith  h im . A nd the n , 

o f c o u rse , th e re  w as the  o ft- re p e a te d  l in e , " I 'm  a D e m o c ra t, w ith o u t s u f f ix ,  

p re f ix ,  o r  a p o lo g y ."  B u t  the  end i s  w h a t I  lik e d  b e s t .  " A l l  o f u s  a re  ju s t  a 

l i t t l e  w ay f r o m  F la g  S p r in g s ,  "  sa id  Sp e a k e r R a y b u rn . "Y o u  know , I  ju s t  

m is s e d  be ing  a te n a n t fa rm e r  by a g n a t's  h e e l . "  A nd the n  I  dedicated the  

s ta tu e  to  a l l  the  new M e m b e rs  o f the  8 9 th  C o n g re ss  and to  a l l  fu tu re  C o n g re sse s

V

in  the  hope th e y  w o u ld , l ik e  S a m  R a y b u rn , s e rv e  u n d e r the g re a t w h ite  dome 

w ith  the  sam e fa ith  in  the  people .

A nd I  had a s u r p r is e  v i s i t o r ]  J u s t  b e fo re  t im e  fo r  m e to  speak, in  

     w a lked  Ly n d o n . O f c o u rse , f ro m  th e n  on a l l  eyes w e re  on h im . A fte rw a rd s
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E v e r e t t  H u tc h in so n  p re se n te d  the sta tu e  - -  he i s  P re s id e n t  o f the  Te x a s  S ta te  

S o c ie ty  - - t o  the  G o v e rn m e n t. Jo hn  M c C o rm a ck accepted i t  in  a w a rm  and 

g ra c e fu l speech. A nd  th e n , in e v ita b ly , " T h e  E y e s  o f T e x a s "  and the  b e n e d ic tio n . 

I t  w as an h o u r w e ll  sp e n t, and I  m u s t  sa y  the  n e x t day w hen I  saw the p re s s ,  I  

n e v e r got so  m uch f ro m  so s m a ll  an e f fo r t .  S m a ll ,  I  g u e ss , because I  had liv e d  

a l l  th o se  y e a rs  in  h is  v ic in i ty  and loved h im , and i t  w as q u ite  n a tu ra l.

E n ro u te  back to  the  W h ite  H o u se  we stopped b y  the  In a u g u ra l C o m m itte e  

P e r le  and S c o o te r and I  - -  and I  thanked a l l  the people who w e re  w o rk in g  so  h a rd  

w  on th e se  th re e  tough days th a t a re  com ing up..
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(Second p a rt  o f Ja n u a ry  6, 1965)

I  sp e n t the r e s t  o f the day w o rk in g  on the 

In a u g u ra tio n , checking m y card  f i le  o f k in fo lk s ,  o ld  f r ie n d s  

th a t m ig h t e a s ily  be fo rg o tte n , s ta f f ,  people th a t have helped  

us th ro u g h  the y e a rs  out o f ju s t  f r ie n d s h ip  o r  p a t r io t is m  ---- -

in  w r it in g ,  suc h  as Jo hn  S te in b e c k , La d y  B a rb a ra  Ja ckson , 

o r N e u s ta d t, o r  Jo hn  G a lb ra ith - - in  p e rso n a l m e d ic a l p ro b le m s  

such  as D r .  Jo hn  G ould, dear W i l l i s  H u r s t  and J im  C a in

"
and D r .  Is e n  and a l l  o f the re a l o ld  ro c k s - - th e  s ta n d b y s--  "  

su c h  as A . W . , M e lv in , and the W e s ts ,  the C l i f fo rd s  and
f

( '  the F o r ta s e s  aad m any, m any m o re  in  the hope th a t we w o n 't

fo rg e t the m o s t o b v io u s. I t  i s  a te d ious ta sk  and a th a n k le ss  one
'T U n r r r -

because th e re  i s n ' t  room enough to go a ro und  and p ro b a b ly  the b e s t  

th in g  th a t could have happened to u s w as the tw e n ty  inc h  snow  

because anybody w ould  b lam e the w e a th e r then fo r  the c o n fu s io n  

ra th e r  than the Jo h n so n s and th e ir  in e ff ic ie n t o rg a n iza tio n .

T h i s  i s  m y  f i r s t  day on b lac k coffee and a h a rd  

b o ile d  egg and re d  m eat d ie t. I  have to take o f f  about fo u r  pounds 

b e fo re  the 18th. M y  to ta l re sp o n se  to i t  i s  O uch , b u t i t  can be done.'

L a te  in  the evening I  v is i te d  w ith  D r .  G ould and then  

I  began to lo o k  a ro und  fo r  m y  h o u se g u e sts , the W a tso n s , w hom  I  

Y h a v e n 't seen s in c e  Sunday. I  d isc o v e re d  tha t they w e re  s t i l l  h e re - -

n e ve r get in  o u r way, ju s t  h o u se h u n t a l l  day and so u n o b s tru s iv e  

so I  Shanghaied the m  and b ro u g h t the m  down to d in n e r and we had
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a d e lig h tfu l t im e . J u s t  the fo u r  o f u s , w ith  Ly n d a  and L u c i  going in  

and out w ith  th e ir  m e rrr y ,  ra c y , s t ro n g - w ille d  a m u sin g  ideas and 

p e rs o n a lit ie s ,  m aking  the place fe e l so w ho le so m e  and good, L u c i  

b lith e ly  in fo rm s  me th a t she has w o rk e d  i t  out so tha t P a tt ie  

M c G u irk  can come up fo r  In a u g u ra tio n . T h a t  w i l l  m ake fo u r  l i t t le  

g i r l s  in  one ro o m . One can be on a cot in  L u c i 's  l i t t le  s i t t in g  ro o m , 

w h ic h  i s  re a lly  ju s t  a h a llw a y , and they w i l l  a l l  be u s in g  the bath  

at the sam e tim e . Pa n d e m o n iu m . W e sh o u ld  have had a re c o rd in g  

o f i t .  No m e m o ry  could have been spontaneous enough, b u t i t  sounded  

l ik e  the u n in h ib ite d  average A m e ric a n  hom e, and i t  w as m y ^spoonful o f 

su g a r tha t goes a long , long  way.
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