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I s le p t  d e l ic io u s ly  la te .  It s e e m s  an easy  thing to do

in c re a s in g ly .  This  is  the second  day of th a t  d ie t  th a t  I hope w ill

ge t off two pounds. L iz  and I spen t the m o rn in g  ta lk ing  about the
/

In au g u ra t io n  p r e s s  r e l e a s e s .  C lo th es  have a s s um ed  a r i d icu luously  

in a p p ro p r ia te  p e rc e n ta g e  of t im e  and a tten tion . T h is  w as a day a t the 

desk . In the a f te rn o o n  I spen t a good h o u r  with Cynth ia  Wilson, the 

new s e c r e t a r y  re c o m m e n d e d  to us by D ew itt R eddick , U n iv e rs i ty  of 

T ex as  g ra d u a te  and P h i B e ta  K appa, a b r ig h t  l i t t le  g i r l .  I th ink I 

sh a ll  like  h e r .  I  d ic ta te d  a l l  of the C h r i s tm a s  thank-yous   lickety- 

s p li t  and hope she p ick ed  up a lo t  of m y p h r a s e s .

And then  to the th e a te r  in  a  new ligh t b lue s ilk  to do a  TV clip  

fo r  the c e r e b r a l  p a lsy  d r iv e .  I had f i r s t  m e t  the l i t t le  p o s te r  g i r l  - -  

Donna M a r ie  L u c a s , - -  s ix , of F e r n  C re e k ,  K entucky, f r a i l ,  b r ig h t  

eyed, c u r ly  h a ire d ,  not the l e a s t  s o r r y  fo r  h e r s e l f .  I a sk ed  h e r  what 

s o r t  of p e ts  she  had  and she sa id  she  had  a hound dog so I sa id  m ay b e  

she  would like  to s e e  our  b e a g le s .  A f te r  th re e  t r i e s ,  the TV clip  went 

off w e ll  enough, I think. The value  of th e se  is  som eth ing  I have not 

r e a l ly  dec ided .

I sp en t the r e s t  of the day o v er  b i l ls  w ith  Ashton, s ta te  d inner  

l i s t  w ith  B e ss ,  and a long ta lk  with P a u l  P opp le  who has  in h e r i te d  the 

th a n k le ss  job of a llo tt ing  our t ic k e ts  fo r  the sw e a r in g - in ,  p a ra d e ,  

gala , b a l l  - -  ev e ry th in g  on the W e s t  s ide .  T ha t i s ,  s taff, and f r ie n d s
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of e v e ry  c a teg o ry .  I am  ju s t  about to p ra y  for th a t  twenty inch 

snow.

At sev en  o 'c lo c k  Lyndon cam e  up to the Oval R oom  with

about ten  n ew sp ap e r  m e n  - -  E r i c  S e v e re id  and one w om an  f ro m

M utual I think. A ll the r e s t  w e re  m e n  and a couple  of s ta ff  m e m b e r s .

And w hen i t  got p a s t  n ine and he w a s n ' t  out yet,  I w as  w o rry in g  about

h im  and i t  w as  so la te ,  he  m u s t  be t i r e d .  And then I m e t  Luci, who

had  ju s t  s tu ck  h e r  h ead  in  the  door and had go tten  in tro d u ce d  to a l l

the m e n  and c a m e  out to g ive m e  h e r  i r r e v e r e n t  opinion of how

things w e r e  going and h e r  a n a ly s is  of h e r  Daddy. She sa id , "d o n 't

r  w o r ry  about h im , M other , he is  having  a  w onderfu l t im e . * You think

i t  is  h a r d  w o rk  fo r  h im , but i t  is  r e a l ly  w hat he  l ikes  to do to r e la x .

T h o se  peop le  co u ld n 't  g e t  away if  they  w anted  to. H e 's  got tha t  l i t t le

s a s s y  look in  h is  ey es ,  h e ' s  got th em  wound around  h is  f in g e r .  Such

a m e r c i l e s s  way to take  people , but h e  is  ju s t  to ta lly  enjoying h im se lf
'I

like  a  l i t t le  boy w ith  a toy playing  t i c - t a c - to .  She t r i e d  not to get 

in te rv ie w e d . She sa id , "S ir ,  I do not look v e ry  good, " but he had  

b ro u g h t h e r  in  and d i s m is s e d  her, equally  as p ro m p tly .  Well, so 

m uch  fo r  a  s e v e n te e n  y e a r  old, but I know w hat he  is  fighting fo r  is  

the  a c c e p ta n c e  of a le g is la t iv e  p r o g r a m  by the P r e s s  and the people^ 

w hich could e i th e r  g e t  bogged down o r  e a se d  off to a  good s ta r t .
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Lynda,  i n  h e r  turn, in be tw een  h e r  g r ind , g rind ,

g r in d  a t  the g r in d s to n e "  for  f ina l ex am in a tio n s  had shown the White 

H ouse to a v is i t in g  g roup  of young J a p a n e se  who had  won a t r ip  to 

the United S ta tes  fo r  being  the h e a l th ie s t  young boy and young g i r l  

in  th e i r  coun try .  Such a d iv e r s i ty  of f r in g e  du ties!
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