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TUESDAY, JAN U A RY  12

The J a p a n e s e  S ta te  V is i t .  R o b in  c a m e  u p s t a i r s  

a  l i t t l e  b i t  b e f o r e  e lev e n .  I w o r e  m y  new  N avy  d r e s s  and  fu r  

c o a t  and  f u r  h a t .  P e r h a p s  i t  w i l l  b e  R o b i n ' s  l a s t  S ta te  v i s i t .

We w i l l  m i s s  t h e m  s o r e l y .  The  H ands  w e r e  a long  on an  

a p p r e n t i c e s h i p .  I t  w as  b r i g h t  an d  b e a u t i fu l .  The f la g s  w e r e  

f lap p in g  in the  b r e e z e  and  the  c o lo r f u l  l ine  of s e r v i c e m e n  

s t i f f l y  a t  a t t e n t io n .  When the P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  E i s a k u  Sato  e m e r g e d  

f r o m  the  l i m o u s i n e ,  h is  f i r s t  w o r d s  w e r e  E n g l i s h  and  not bad .

He h a s  a  good s m i l e ,  e a s y  m a n n e r ,  a  s t o c k y  b u i ld .  F i r s t  t h e i r  

N a t io n a l  a n t h e m ,  s low  and  i m p r e s s i v e  an d  r a t h e r  l ike  a  d i r g e ,  

an d  then  o u r s .  I  th ink  a l l  of  u s  s t a n d  a  l i t t l e  t a l l e r  w hen  i t  s t a r t s

fup.  I d o n ' t  th ink  I e v e r  s a w  L yndon  look ing  h a n d s o m e r ,  

a nd  I, b o th  an x io u s  m o t h e r  h e n s ,  p e r s u a d e d  h i m  to pu t  on h is  

o v e r c o a t - - a  new  d a r k  b lu e  and  b e a u t i f u l l y  t a i l o r e d - - a n d  h i s  

p r o f i l e  lo o k e d  v e r y  s t e r n  and  s t r o n g  and  s o l e m n .  I w as  p ro u d .

His  w o r d s  of w e l c o m e  and  then  the P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ' s  r e s p o n s e  

and  th a t  w a s  in  J a p a n e s e  a n d  then  w as  t r a n s l a t e d  and  in  a  v e r y  

b r i e f  m o m e n t  i t  w as  a l l  o v e r .  We w e n t  i n s id e  and  l i n e d  up  to 

r e c e i v e  h is  p a r t y ,  inc lud ing ,  of c o u r s e ,  o u r  own A m b a s s a d o r  

R e i s c h a u e r ,  h i s  wife ,  who is  J a p a n e s e ,  w h o se  E n g l i s h  w ould  no t  f o r  a  

m o m e n t  b e t r a y  i t  a l th o u g h  h e r  looks  do.
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In the  m id d le  of the  a f t e r n o o n ,  I w en t  e x p lo r in g  

to the  t h i r d  f l o o r  s t o r e r o o m  w i th  H e l e n , t r y i n g  to m a k e  an  

i n v e n t o r y - - a  b e g in n in g  of  a n  i n v e n t o r y - - o f  the  th ings  we b r o u g h t  

f r o m  the  E l m s  an d  s t o r e d  h e r e  and  h a v e  s in c e  a c c u m u l a t e d ,  

p a r t l y  to k e e p  t r a c k  of m y  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  p a r t l y  to know w h a t  m i g h t  

b e  u s e f u l  f o r  u t i l i t y  p u r p o s e s  a t  the  r a n c h  o r  f o r  o u r  l i t t l e  m u s e u m  

p r o j e c t ,  the  S a m  J o h n s o n  h o u s e  a t  J o h n s o n  C i ty  o r  L y n d o n ' s  

b i r t h p l a c e .

T h e n  to the  b e a u t y  p a r l o r  w i th  a  s t r a w  b a g  ful l  

of th ings  to r e a d ,  the  g u e s t  l i s t ,  so  I cou ld  f ix  in  m y  m in d  a 

w o r d  of g r e e t i n g  to a l l  of t h o s e  th a t  I knew  o r  knew  ab o u t  . I had  

a l r e a d y  r e a d  m y  b r i e f i n g  on the  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  and  the p o l i t i c a l  

s i t u a t i o n  and  a  s h e a f  of  i n f o r m a t i o n  on S t u a r t  U d a l l ' s  a p p r o a c h  

to the  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  of the  n a t io n  p r o j e c t .  I  h a d  d e c id e d  to be  

d a r i n g  ton igh t  and  h a v e  m y  h a i r  pu t  up  off m y  n e c k  and  h igh  

a s  I u s e d to w e a r  i t  on  s p e c i a l  o c c a s i o n s  tw en ty  y e a r s  o r  so  ago, 

o n ly  th is  t i m e  w i th  a  p o s t i c h e  on top an d  to w e a r  s o m e t h i n g  tha t  

is  so  o ld  i t  is  n e w -  a  b r i g h t  r e d  s a t i n  w i th  a  bow in  f r o n t  t h a t  

I c a l l  m y  M a r d i  G r a s  d r e s s  b e c a u s e  the b e s t  t im e  I r e m e m b e r  in  

i t  w as  the New O r l e a n s  S ta te  S o c ie ty  M a r d i  G r a s  s o m e  f ive  o r  

s i x  o r  m o r e  y e a r s  ago,  w e l l  b e f o r e  the  K ennedy  d a y s .

L y n d o n  h a d  h a d  a  good v i s i t  w i th  the  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  

an d  I g a t h e r  th a t  th e y  h a d  h i t  i t  off w e l l .  I thou g h t  he  h a d  a look  of
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s a t i s f a c t i o n .  E v e r y t h i n g  c l i c k e d  p e r f e c t l y  and we e m e r g e d  on 

to the  p o r t i c o ,  the  g l a r i n g  l ig h t s  and  the  c l i c k in g  c a m e r a s  

j u s t  a s  the  l i m o u s i n e  r o l l e d  up and  the  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  e m e r g e d  

w i th  R o b in  and  A ng ie  c l o s e  a t  h a n d  and  t h e i r  u n d e r s t u d i e s ,  the 

H ands ,  in the  b a c k g r o u n d  l e a r n i n g .

We took  the  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  up  to the  ye l low  

r o o m ,  a long  w i th  h i s  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r ,  the  R u s k s ,  the  H u b e r t  

H u m p h r e y s ,  the  D i l lo n s  an d  U d a l l s ,  J a p a n ' s  v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e  

A m b a s s a d o r  and  h i s  wife ,  t h e  T a k i e n e h i s ? . the  R e i s c h a u e r s  

and  the D u k e s .  We h ave  a  v e r y  a m u s i n g  gif t  f o r  the  P r i m e  

M i n i s t e r - - a  r e d ,  w h i te ,  and  b lue  m a i l  bo x  v in t a g e  1890 f r o m
)

s o m e  s m a l l  town in  the  U n i ted  S t a t e s ,  a  m e m e n t o  b e c a u s e  the P r i m e  

M i n i s t e r  w as  P o s t m a s t e r  G e n e r a l  of J a p a n  an d  long t i m e  in the
• »

P o s t a l  S e r v i c e  and  then  the  u s u a l  th ings  of d e s k  box, p i c t u r e s ,  

and  bo o k s  an d  he ,  the  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  gave  m e  the m o s t  b e a u t i fu l  

s t r i n g  of J a p a n e s e  p e a r l s  an d  a  s m a l l e r  s t r i n g  f o r  L y n d a  and  L u c i  

and  to L y ndon  a  c i g a r e t t e  b ox  f a s h i o n e d  f r o m  a  p i e c e  of O re g o n  

p in e  w h ic h  C o m m o d o r e  P e r r y  took to J a p a n  w h e n  he  v i s i t e d  those  

s h o r e s  in  1854. W hat  a n  i t e m  fo r  o u r  l i b r a r y !

Then  the p r e s e n t a t i o n  of the  c o l o r s ,  s o l e m n  

m o m e n t  I a lw ay s  s a v o r  and  down the s t a i r s t e p s  to the tune  of 

H a i l  to the  Chie f,  Lyndon  w i th  the P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  I w i th  

t h e i r  F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y  and  the  p i c t u r e - t a k i n g  a t  the  foo t  of the  s t a i r s
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and th e n  on to m e e t  the  g u e s t s , s o m e  h u n d r e d  and  fif ty  of th e m .  From 

the  C a b i n e t  b e s i d e s  the  R u s k s ,  D i l lo n s ,  and U d a l l s - - a n d  the  U da l l s   

h a v e  t h e i r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a l l  c u t  out f o r  the  even ing --he had climbed- 

Mt. F u j i - - the  new  S e c r e t a r y  of C o m m e r c e ,  J o h n  C o n n o r  and  h i s  love ly  

w i f e .  And f r o m  the  Senate ,  P a u l  D o u g la s  looking  a l i t t l e  o l d e r ,  and  

E m i l y ,  F r a n k  C a r l s on, the  L e e  M e t c a l f s ,  th e  J a c k  M i l l e r s ,  sh e  

u s e d  to s i t  r i g h t  by m e  as  S e c r e t a r y  of the  S ena te  L a d i e s ,  and  the  

D anny  In o u y es .  How  n ic e  th a t  t h a t  a t t r a c t i v e  m a n  cou ld  be s i t t in g  

in  the  S e n a te  of th e  U n i ted  S ta te s  to g r e e t  the  J a p a n e s e !   And  f r o m  

th e  H o u s e , T i g e r  and  F r e d d i e  T e a g u e ,  th e  R a l p h  R i v e r s ,  the  R o b e r t  

S ta f f o rd s  and  two of J a p a n e s e  d e s c e n t  a r e  S p a r k  M a t s u n a g a  and 

lo v e ly  l i t t l e  P a t s y  Mink,  the  new  w o m a n  m e m b e r ,  bo th  f r o m  the  

l a s t  S t a t e - - H a w a i i .  L a b o r  w a s  w e l l  r e p r e s e n t e d  by J o s e p h  S te rn ,

G e o r g e  H a r r i s o n  of the  R a i lw a y  C l e r k s ,  J a m e s  D. P a t t o n  of the  

N a t io n a l  F a r m e r s  Union  and  the  old-"jefe" h i m s e l f ,  G e o r g e  M eany  

on h i s  c a n e ; and  b u s i n e s s  by the  B e r n a r d  G im b e l s  of Saks  F i f t h  

A venue  and  G i m b e l s ,  and  J u a n  T r i p p e  of P a n  A m e r i c a n  W o r l d  

A i r w a y s ,  the  R udo lph  P e t e r s o n s  of th e  B a n k  of  A m e r i c a  and  m a n y  

m o r e .

T h e r e  w e r e  qu i te  a  few f r o m  the  w o r l d  of the  a r t s .

F i t t i n g l y  enough,  D r .  and M r s ,  J o h n  P o p e ,  of the  F r e e r  G a l l e r y  

of A r t ,  t h a t  w o n d e r f u l  c o l l e c t i o n  of E a s t e r n  a r t ,  and  w h e n  I 

d a n c e d  w i th  h i m  he  to ld  m e  th e  i n t r i g u i n g  s t o r y  ab o u t  h i s  f i r s t  

a r t  c o l l e c t i o n  to be  g iv e n  to th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G o v e r n m e n t  w a s
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c o m p i l e d  b y  a  b a c h e l o r  who qu i te  by  c h an c e  f e l l  in love  w i th  

E a s t e r n  a r t . And a  M r .  and  M r s .  A s c h w in  L ip p e ,  R e s e a r c h  

C u r a t o r  f o r  the D e p a r t m e n t  of F a r  E a s t e r n  A r t  in  the M e t r o p o l i t a n  

M u s e u m  of N ew  Y o rk  City .  I l a t e r  found out  tha t  he  is  a  P r i n c e  

w h en  he  i s n ' t  c a l l e d  M r .  L ip p e ,  b r o t h e r  of B e r n h a r d  of the 

N e t h e r l a n d s .  A l f r e d  H i t c h c o c k  of the e n t e r t a i n m e n t  w o r l d  was  the 

s t a r  of the  even ing .  A b s o l u t e l y  e v e r y b o d y  r e c o g n i z e d  h i m  and 

w e n t  up  to h i m  and  t a lk e d  to h i m  and  the J a p a n e s e  lo v e d  h is  l i t t l e  

s i g n a t u r e  d ra w in g  of h i m s e l f  m a d e  w i th  s o m e  t h r e e  o r  fo u r  l i n e s ,  

and  S a r a h  V aughan ,  the b l u e s  s i n g e r  who w as  to e n t e r t a i n  us  l a t e r .  

F r o m  T e x a s  t h e r e  w e r e  the  d e a r  D o lph  B r i s c o e s  f r o m  U valde .

G r a s s  w as  o u r  s u b j e c t  w h en  we d an ced ,  the G e o r g e  C o n n e r s ,  of

• ■ ■H ouston ,  and  the young a t t r a c t i v e  Jo h n  H i l l s  of H ouston .

In m e m o r i e s  of the  c a m p a i g n  m y  f r i e n d s  the R a y m o n d
iv It

F i r e s t o n e s ,  of A k ro n ,  Ohio,  who p r o v i d e d  i n s t a n t  c r o w d  w hen  I 

v i s i t e d  A k r o n  w h e n  m y  t r i p  lo o k ed  l ike  i t  w a s  abou t  to be  a  f lop 

and  the  W i l l i a m  F e l d s t e i n s  of M i lw au k e e ,  o u r  l o n g - t i m e  s u p p o r t e r s ,  

and  h o s t  to L u c i  on one of h e r  c a m p a i g n  t r i p s  t h e r e ,  and  the John  

L o g a n s ,  s h e ,  P o l l y  G u g g e n h e im ,  r e s p l e n d e n t  in  j e w e l s ,  l o n g - t i m e  

R e p u b l i c a n  b u t  v e r y  f r i e n d l y  to us  in  th is  l a s t  c a m p a ig n ,  and  a  

h o s t e s s  f o r  a  l a r g e  D e m o c r a t i c  g a t h e r i n g  of young p e o p le  w h ich  

L y n d a  and  L u c i  a t t e n d e d .
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F r o m  p o l i t i c s ,  t h e r e  w as  J e r o m e  C avanaugh ,  the  M ay o r

of D e t r o i t .  I ' m  r e a l l y  g e t t in g  to know the M a y o r s  of t h e s e  l a r g e

c i t i e s ! And the G o v e r n o r  and  M r s .  D an  M o o r e ,  of N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .

How w e l l  I r e m e m b e r  h e r  s p e e c h e s  on the end  of th a t  c a m p a i g n

t r a i n  and  I th ink  th e y  h a d  a  g r e a t  e f f e c t !  Too, a m o n g  o ld  f r i e n d s

t h e r e  was  nobody  I w as  h a p p i e r  to s e e  than  Bob A n d e r s o n ,  now

of G r e e n w ic h ,  C o n n e c t i c u t - - u s e d  to b e  f r o m  T e x a s ,  R e p u b l i c a n ,  ' s;
t

s t a u n c h  f r i e n d ,  a lw ay s  h e l p e r  and  h i s  wife  'iirai'e c n  and  o u r  good f r i e n d  

O k a m o to  who t a k e s  the b e s t  p i c t u r e s ,  the  m o s t  d r a m a t i c  p h o t o g r a p h e r  

I know. How n ice  to h a v e  h i m  h e r e  w i th  the J a p a n e s e ,  b u t  he was  

on ly  one  of m a n y  t a l e n t e d  J a p a n e s e  p r e s e n t .  T h e i r  n a m e s  a r e  

i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  m e ,  bu t  e a c h  of t h e m  s u c c e e d e d .  Y a m a s a k i  is  an  

a r c h i t e c t ,  o t h e r s  a s  b u s i n e s s m e n - - a l l  w i th  u n p r o n o u n c a b le  n a m e s ,  

S ak ae ,  Y a m a m u r a ,  W a ta n a b e ,  C h in p ak a to .  I t  s e e m s  to be  an  old  

c u s t o m  of the  S ta te  D e p a r t m e n t  and  one  c e r t a i n l y  fo l lo w ed  b y  us  to 

g a t h e r  up the  n a t io n a l s  f r o m  the  c o u n t r y  th a t  is  the  g u e s t  of h o n o r .

I t  is  e a s y  to do in  th is  c o u n t r y  m a d e  up  of  so  m a n y  b l o o d s t r e a m s .

It  t a k e s  r a t h e r  a  long  t i m e  fo r  t h e m  to f i le  p a s t  b e c a u s e  I l ike  to have  

a  w o r d  to s a y  to e a c h  of the  150. I t  m a y  b e  the on ly  t im e  I w i l l  s e e  

t h e m  a l l  ev en in g .  F i n a l l y  we f i l e d  in to  the  d in ing  r o o m ,  I tak ing  

the  a r m  of the P r i m e  M i n i s t e r .  T h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  tw enty  o r  so
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a t  the  h e ad  ta b le ,  the  r e s t  of t h e m  s e a t e d  a t  t a b l e s  of ten,  u s ing  the 

R o o s e v e l t  and  T r u m a n  ch ina ,  the  V e r m a i l  f l a t w a r e  and  the  u s u a l  

lo v e ly  a r r a n g e m e n t s  of f l o w e r s .  I  hope  t h a t  the  J a p a n e s e  looked  

a t  t h e m  w i th  the  a p p r e c i a t i o n  they  d e s e r v e ,  f l o w e r  a r r a n g i n g  be ing  

t h e i r  s p e c i a l t y .

T h e n  the  r e a l  b u s i n e s s  of th e  e v e n in g --f o r  m e  to s e e  if  I 

cou ld  r e a l l y  t a lk  to the  h e a d  m a n .  I found h i m  r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  

to t a lk  to.  I s a i d  s o m e t h i n g  abou t  t h a t  I th in k  th i s  g e n e r a t i o n  we 

a r e  l iv ing  in  i s  one  of the  m o s t  ex c i t in g  g e n e r a t i o n s  th a t  h a s  e v e r  

h a p p e n e d  in  the  h i s t o r y  of m a n  and  he  sa id ,  "Y es ,  I th ink  of today,

^— ' no t  a s  the  day  a f t e r  y e s t e r d a y ,  bu t  as  the  day  b e f o r e  t o m o r r o w .  "

N ic e  p o e t i c  p h r a s e --cou ld  m e a n  a  lot .  I  to ld  h i m  ab o u t  h av in g  c o m e  

a c r o s s  two young J a p a n e s e  s t u d e n t s  in  the  L i n c o ln  R o o m  j u s t  a 

few  d a y s  b e f o r e  w i th  L y n d a  B i r d ,  m y  d a u g h t e r ,  who w a s  t h e i r  

h o s t e s s  e s c o r t i n g  th e m  th r o u g h  the  W hi te  H o u se .  T h e y  h a d  w on  a 

t r i p  to th i s  c o u n t r y  b e c a u s e  they  h a d  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  a s  the  t w o  ' m o s t  

p h y s i c a l l y  f i t  young p e o p le  in  J a p a n ,  a  boy and  a g i r l  of ab o u t  s ix te e n .  

H e  sa id ,  " Y es ,  yo u  know  th i s  g e n e r a t i o n  i s  g ro w in g  t a l l e r ,  m a r k e d l y  

t a l l e r  - - a  c o u p le  of in c h e s  o r  so m o r e  than  in  the  p a s t  g e n e r a t i o n .  " . 

I s a i d  w h a t  do yo u  a t t r i b u t e  t h a t  t o - - b e t t e r  n u t r i t i o n ?  H e  sa id ,
V

" Y e s ,  in  p a r t ,  bu t  d i f f e r e n t  hou s in g .  T hey  d o n ' t  s i t  on the  f lo o r  

( so m u c h  any m o r e .  T hey  f r e q u e n t l y  s i t  in  c h a i r s .  T h a t  g iv e s  th e m  

a c h a n c e  to s t r e t c h  t h e i r  l e g s .  " W h a t  a  v a r i e d  w o r ld !  He  s a id



" th a t  we  n o t i c e d  w h e n  we had  the  O ly m p ic s  th a t  ou r  a t h l e t e s  w e r e  

s m a l l e r  than  a t h l e t e s  f r o m  m a n y  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  I th ink  by the 

t i m e  the  O ly m p ic s  m e e t  a g a in  th is  c o m in g  g e n e r a t i o n  wi l l  j u s t  about  

h a v e  c l o s e d  the  gap  and  then  down the  r o a d  the  gap  w i l l  be c lo se d .  " 

One th ing th a t  he  s a id  w a s  he  h o p ed  t h a t  he  cou ld  i n c r e a s e  the  t a s t e  

of the  A m e r i c a n  p e o p le  fo r  t u n a  f i s h  t h a t  be ing  one of the  b i g g e s t  

e x p o r t s  of h i s  c o u n t r y .  I looked  o v e r  m y  s h o u l d e r  a t  Dolph  B r i s c o e ,  

a  g r e a t  c a t t l e  p r o d u c e r ,  and  s a id ,  "Oh, M r .  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  th a t  i s  

going to be h a r d  to s e l l  to the  A m e r i c a n  p e o p le .  "

D u r in g  the  d in n e r  t h e r e  w a s  one  b i t  of p lay  t h a t  I d id n ' t  

' f ind  so  a m u s i n g .  Lyndon  k e p t  on looking  up s ay in g  s o m e t h in g  to

a  b u t l e r  who w ould  th e n  d i s a p p e a r  and p r e s e n t l y  r e t u r n  w i th  a ten  

g a l lo n  T e x a s  h a t  w h ic h  L y n d o n  w ould  c a r e f u l l y  c r i m p  in  th e  s ty le  

so  i m p o r t a n t  to T e x a s  r a n c h e r s  of the  C e n t r a l  T e x a s  A r e a  and  then  

p r e s e n t  f i r s t  to the  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  w h ich  d i d n ' t  f i t ,  b a ck  i t  w e n t  to 

g e t  a n o t h e r  h a t ,  w h ic h  did f i t  and th e n  a  t h i r d  h a t  fo r  the  F o r e i g n  

M i n i s t e r ,  a l l  of w h ic h  e l i c i t e d  p e a l s  of l a u g h t e r  a r o u n d  the  r o o m .

I found i t  a  v e r y  odd b i t  of d in n e r  p la y  and  i t  w a s n ' t  un t i l  l a t e r  

t h a t  I found ou t  w h a t  i t  w a s  a l l  about .

N e x t  w e  had  the  to a s t .  I l ik e d  L y n d o n ' s  v e r y  m u c h .  H e  

sp o k e  of bo th  of o u r  p e o p l e s - - t h e  J a p a n e s e  and the  p e o p le  of the  

U n i ted  S t a t e s  —as  in v e n t iv e  and  c r e a t i v e  and  he  added  "I hope  

th a t  w e  m a y  m u t u a l l y  p r o f i t  f r o m  t h o s e  t r a i t s  as  w e  w o r k  c l o s e l y
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C  , T
t o g e t h e r  to m a k e  the  w o r l d  a  b e t t e r  p lace^ to  techno logy ,  a  m o r e

 ib e a u t i f u l  place^^^r^he a r t s ,  and  a m o r e  r a t i o n a l  p l a c e  the 

q u e s t  f o r  t r u t h  by  u n f e t t e r e d  m i n d s .  "

The  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ' s  t o a s t  in c lu d e d  a  r e f e r e n c e  to the 

f a c t  t h a t  though t h e r e  was  s o m e  f r i c t i o n  w h ic h  w e r e  a lw ay s  m o r e  

p u b l i c i z e d  than  the  a r e a s  of a g r e e m e n t ,  the  a r e a  in w h ich  o u r  

i n t e r e s t  i s  not a t  v a r i a n c e  is i n f in i t e ly  g r e a t e r  than  the a r e a  in 

w h ic h  th e y  d i v e r g e  and  then  he  got in  a  b i t  of ab  l ibb ing  fun.  He 

s a i d  he  h o p ed  th a t  s o m e  d a y  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s o n  w ould  g ive  h i m  

a  t e n  g a l lo n  T e x a s  h a t ! E v i d e n t l y  L y n d o n  h a d  h a d  a  p r e v i e w  of

C h is  t o a s t - - s o  m u c h  f o r  the  h a t  in c id e n t .

Coffee  a n d  l i q u e u r s  in  the  R e d  R o o m  w h e r e  I d id  a  b i t  of 

p o in t in g  ou t  of p i c t u r e s  f o r  the  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  and  v a r i o u s  g u e s t s  

and  then  in to  the  E a s t  R o o m ,  w h e r e  I  gave  a  v e r y  b r i e f  i n t r o d u c t io n  

of S a r a h  Vaughan ,  a  s i n g e r ' s  s i n g e r  who a l s o  en joys  g r e a t  p o p u l a r i t y  

a m o n g  m i l l i o n s  of  h e r  f e l l o w - A m e r i c a n s  who j u s t  d e l ig h t  in  l i s t e n in g  

to h e r  s ing .  H e r  r e p e r t o i r e  v a r i e d  f r o m " S a k u r a " a  J a p a n e s e  fo lksong

ab o u t  oh  c o m e  s e e  the lo v e ly  c h e r r y  b l o s s o m s .  B lu e s  Love  Song, to

\\ h 
end  w i th  a  S p i r i t u a l  I F e e l  L ik e  a  M o t h e r l e s s  Child ,  the  one I l iked

b e s t  of a l l .  And  then  a t  a r e s p e c t a b l e  b u t  f a i r l y  e a r l y  t i m e - - a b o u t

tw en ty  five  of t w e l v e - - t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  m a d e  h i s  a d i e u s ,  b u t

n e a r l y  e v e r y b o d y  e l s e  l i n g e r e d  to d a n c e  in the  R o tu n d a  to the m u s i c

of  the  M a r i n e  b an d .  I a lw a y s  love  i t  an d  I cou ld  b a r e l y  ge t  a r o u n d  the
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/ f lo o r  w i th  the  s a m e  p e r s o n .  I t is  the  b e s t  c h a n c e  to m i x  up  peo p le

and  h a v e  a  s n a t c h  of c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i th  a g r e a t  v a r i e t y  of p eo p le .  

W hat  you r e a l l y  w i l l  s a y  w hen  you go h o m e  is t h a t  you d id  m o r e  

t h a n  to j u s t  s a y  how do you do to the  p e o p le  who l ive  in the White  

H o u se  a l though ,  a l a s ,  two of th o se  p e o p le ,  L y n d a  and  L u c i ,  

c o u l d n ' t  j o in  u s  ton igh t .

L y n d o n  w e n t  u p s t a i r s  a b o u t  tw e lv e  f o r t y  f ive  and  I 

fo l lo w ed  w i th in  a  few m i n u t e s  w i th  th a t  c o n te n t e d  fe e l in g  any  

f e m a l e  h a s  w h en  she  can  s a y  th a t  h e r  p a r t y  ha s  b e e n  a  s u c c e s s  , 

and  m u c h  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  I g a t h e r  t h a t  L y n d o n ' s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  

w i th  the  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  h a d  b e e n  w e l l  h a n d le d  and  gave  h i m  

s a t i s f a c t i o n .
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