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1965

W EDNESDAY. JANUARY 13 

W ed n esd ay ,  J a n u a r y  13 w a s  a  d e s k  day, a  r a t h e r  q u ie t  day  

w o rk in g  on  the  m a i l  w ith  A sh to n , a long s e s s i o n  w ith  L iz  r e  p la n s  

f o r  the  y e a r  1965 and im m e d ia te  p la n s  fo r  th e  In a u g u ra t io n .  In 

s p i te  of a l l  th a t  w e  h a v e  done to m a k e  i t  sm o o th ,  I j u s t  know  w e 

w i l l  h a v e  f o r g o t te n  so m e b o d y  c lo s e  and  d e a r  and w i l l  w ak e  up w ith  

a  g u i l t  c o m p le x  on T h u r s d a y  m o rn in g .

J e a n  K in tn e r  c a m e  by f o r  a  d r in k  a t  6:00 o 'c lo c k .  ^  young 

m a r r i e d  d a u g h te r ,  who w as  j u s t  ou t of one  of th e  top  s c h o o ls ,  S m ith  

o r  V a s s a r ,  first a d e b u t ,  then a w o n d e r fu l  w edding /^  le f t  fo r  N ig e r i a  w ith  h e r  

h u s b a n d , bo th  in  th e  P e a c e  C o r p s .  W h at a  g e n e r a t io n  of young fo lks! 

E a r l i e r  l a s t  s u m m e r  h e r  so n  had  gone to M i s s i s s i p p i  as  one of th e i r  

v o lu n te e r s  to r e g i s t e r  N e g ro e s  to vo te .  H a r l e m  w as  c l o s e r .  J e a n  

i s  b r ig h t ,  s m a r t ,  one of the  de<»3rs±riy'. a t t r a c t i v e  w o m e n  I know.

A f te r  sh e  le f t ,  s o m e o n e  m e n t io n e d  to m e ,   (and  I h ad  h e a r d  i t  e a r l i e r ,  

and  one of the  th in g s  th a t  I d o n ' t  l ik e  ab o u t  m e  is  th is  l e s s e n in g  of 

e f f ic ie n c y ) that  i t  w a s  A s h to n 's  b i r th d a y .  L yndon  w a s  s tan d in g  by, he  

h e a r d  i t  too . In  one  s e c o n d  he  h ad  gone  to  h is  c lo s e t  fu l l  of g i f t s ,  had  

g a th e r e d  up p e l l  m e l l  f iv e  o r  s ix  i t e m s  f r o m  o u r  t r a v e l s ,  m a y b e  a  book, 

m a y b e  a  m e d a l l io n ,  m a y b e  an  a s h t r a y .  A nyhow a s w e e t  a s s e m b la g e  of 

th in g s ,  gone  up. g iv en  A sh to n  a  k i s s ,  m a r c h e d  ou t of the  ro o m .  T he 

w ho le  th ing  d id n ' t  c o n s u m e  m o r e  th a n  f ive  m in u te s  and  I know  i t  m u s t  

h a v e  le f t  a  l a s t in g  i m p r e s s i o n .  Swift, g e n e r o u s  d e e d s  a r e  ty p ic a l  of
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h i m ,  j u s t  a s  a r e  s w i f t ,  s o m e t i m e s  c u t t i n g  w o r d s .  T h i s  a f t e r n o o n  he  

d i d n ' t  g e t  a  n a p  a t  th e  a l l e d g e d  nap  t i m e .  H e  w e n t  in,  b u t  t h e  p h o n e  

k e p t  on  r i n g i n g  a n d  I s a w  the l igh t  on  a n d  a f t e r  a  w h i l e  I, too ,  w e n t

in.  H e  w a s  b o g g e d  do w n  in  p r o b l e m s .  H e  s a i d .  I ' m  too  o ld  f o r  th i s
/!

j o b .  F o u r  of  o u r  p l a n e s  h a v e  b e e n  s h o t  dow n .  H e  l i v e s  in  c o n s t a n t  

c o n c e r n , ^  s o m e b o d y  s o m e w h e r e  in  h i s  p e r i p h e r y  w i l l  b e  m i x e d  up,  

f a i r l y ,  o r  u n f a i r l y ,  in  s o m e  s h a d y  b u s i n e s s .  I ' m  p r o b a b l y  th e  o n ly  

l i v in g  p e r s o n  w h o  w o u ld  a t t e s t ,  b e l i e v e ,  s w e a r  t h a t  h e  n e v e r  w a n t e d  

to  b e  P r e s i d e n t .  B u t  now  t h a t  h e ' s  in  i t ,  h e  w a n t s  h i s t o r y  to r e c o r d  

a  r e c o r d  o f  a  h a r d  w o r k i n g  P r e s i d e n t ,  a * p e o p l e - lo v i n g  P r e s i d e n t ,  and  

a  P r e s i d e n t  w h o  b e l i e v e s  th a t  m a n  c a n  s o l v e  h i s  p r o b l e m s .  A n d  I th in k  

th e  f e a r  t h a t  h a u n t s  h i m  i s  a  s o r t  of  a  H a r d i n g  c o m p l e x .  In  m o r e  t h a n  

30 y e a r s  w e ' v e  k n o w n  so  m a n y  fo lk s ,  w e ' v e  h a d  so  m a n y  g o o d  f r i e n d s ,  

s o m e b o d y  s o m e w h e r e  i s  go ing  to do s o m e t h i n g  w r o n g  o r  s o m e t h i n g  

t h a t  c a n  b e  m a d e  to  a p p e a r  w r o n g  and  t h e i r  c l o s e n c s s  to us  w o u ld  

s u d d e n l y  b l o o m  a n d  g r o w  in  the  p r e s s ,  a t  l e a s t ,  and  in  th e  m i n d  of  

th e  p u b l i c  a n d  m a y b e  a t  l a s t  on h i s t o r y ' s  p a g e  a n d  t h a t  i s  o n e  m o r e  

of  t h e  p h a n t o m s  o r  r e a l i t i e s  th a t  L y n d o n  i s  f ig h t in g .

I w e n t  do w n  to the  poo l  a l l  a l o n e ,  h a d  24 l a p s  a n d  t h e n  b a c k  

f o r  a  n i c e  l i t t l e  t a l k  w i t h  L y n d a  and  w i th  L u c i .  B o th  of  t h e m  a r e  t a k in g  

t h e i r  f i n a l s ,  b o th  w o r k i n g  l ike  b e a v e r s .  L u c i  o n e  m i n u t e  d i s t r a u g h t  

b e c a u s e  [  SANITIZED ^Jis going to f lu n k  O r g a n i c  C h e m i s t r y ^ o r  h a s



f lu n k ed  O rg a n ic  C h e m i s t r y  .and i t  s e e m s  h i s  m e d ic a l  s tu d e n t  c a r e e r  

h a n g s  in  the  b a la n c e  and th e n  the  n e x t  day  he  h a s  a n o th e r  c h a n c e  a t  

p a s s in g  i t .  T h e r e ' s  no la c k  of e x c i t e m e n t  in  L u c i ' s  l i fe .

It w a s  10:30 b e f o r e  L y n d o n  g o t  u p s t a i r s  and  w e had  d in n e r  

a lo n e  and  th e n  to bed  and  n ig h t  r e a d in g .
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